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PREFATORY NOTE. 

PNCOURAGED by the gratifying reception 
given to the first instalment of my 
Heminiscences, published Christmas, 1901, I now, 
under a very general request from the sub- 
scribers to that volume, continue in like 
running commentary form some further jottings 
bearing on the people of Aberdeen and their 
doings. 

Healthily impressed with the force of the 
Jowett axiom, already quoted : — 

A man should make a compact with his memory and 
not remember ev4 



I wish these words to apply with equal direct- 
ness to the present contents, and to repeat that, 
save to sons and daughters of Bon-Accord, my 
pencilling pastime can possess but littie interest. 
A third voltmie will complete the work. 

W. C. 
Christmas, 1903. 
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Councillors. 



James WUliamson, Merchant 
WilUam Gordon, Sharebroker. 
Robert Watson, Bnilder. 
William Leslie, Architect. 



John Ligertwood, Advocate. 
Alexander Gibb, Civil Engineer. 
Angus Fraser, Merchant. 
James Wyllie, Bookseller. 



Memher of Parliament for the City — Colonel William H. Sykes. 
Member of Parliament for the County — William Leslie, Esq. of Warthill. 

The population of the town had reached 74,000 in 
1860. The harbour (ordinary) revenue, stood at 
£27,450. 

Close on two thousand patients had been treated in 
the Infirmary during the same twelve months. Retaining 
very kindly memories of the devoted Hospital Staff, 
under whose care I had been a patient when a lad and 
with whom I now became associated in my new walk of 
daily duty, I feel a pleasure in putting their names on 
record : — 



Physicians, 



Kobert I>yce, M-D. 
George Jaffray Nicol, M.D. 



Alexander Kilgoar, M.D. 
William Williamson, M.D. 



Surgeons. 
Consulting Surgeon — ^William Laing, M.D. 

William Keith, M.D. I William Pirrie, M.D. 

David Kerr, M.D. | David Fiddes, M.D. 

Ophthalmic Surgeon — ^John Cadenhead, M.D. 
Superintendent and Apothecary — Robert Rattray, M.D. 

The Ltmatic Asylum may be said to have been only 
in its infancy, compared with what it is now. During 
1860 the patients in residence numbered 308, under the 
skilful treatment of Robert Jamieson, M.D., who could 
call in as consultant, when needed, Dr. John Macrobin, 
Professor of Medicine in the University. As I write — 
1902— the patients number 920 under Dr. William Reid. 

With these preliminary notes of a special order, we 
may now turn to City and County matters in general. 
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Having commenced Volume I. of these Notes with 
a brief reference to the then — 1850 — ^ruling chief Magis- 
trate, Mr. George Thompson, Junior, of Pitmedden, it 
will be fitting that the present continuation speak at the 
outset of the gentleman filling at the date now under 
notice the same responsible seat of honour. He was the 
forceful progressive proprietor of Blelack, Mr. Alexander 
Anderson, bom 10th June, 1802, at the Manse of Strichen, 
of which parish his father was minister. But it is not so 
very easy to sketch by pen the most famous of our latter- 
day Lord Provosts. It was from reporting work during 
the local railway agitation of the middle fifties, that I 
became, let me venture to say, familiar with Mr. Ander- 
son, and this mainly through the introduction of James 
Adam, of the Herald, and George Cruickshank, the con- 
fidential amanuensis of the coming Knight. The Chief 
Magistrate and the capable Editor were fast friends, 
while the " Little Provost," as he was affably styled by 
chosen associates, was about as well-known locally as 
his superior. Though requiring an artificial limb there 
were few fleeter of foot or daintier in appearance clerks 
in Aberdeen than George Cruickshank. I was in Lon- 
don, as mentioned in the early Bemiiiiscences, several times 
when the various railway bills were before Parliament- 
ary Committees, and was, consequently, a good deal in 
the company of the different promoters of the opposing 
schemes. The work was trying enough, but every now 
and again there were pleasant evenings of Theatre and 
Music Hall visiting, nobody being more considerate in 
this respect than Mr. Robert Milne, C.E., known later 
on as Manager of the Great North of Scotland Railway. 
Moreover, it was the pleasure of the Provost, his lady, 
and their family, to make me a guest occasionally when 
any quiet At Home reception was arranged, and so a 
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friendship grew up and strengthened which, amongst 
those of us left, still endures. Mr. Anderson, when 
chosen Chief Magistrate in 1859, was in his fifty-seventh 
year, and possessed a large amount of youthful ardour 
in his nature. Standing some eight or nine inches over 
five feet in height, he was stoutly built with darkish 
broadly formed features. Staidly slow in his walk, with 
his overcoat buttoned and left hand in pocket, his hat 
just a little a-gee, he ever and anon when in thoughtful 
mood would dash his free fingers comb- ways through his 
ample grey-getting whiskers. He used a pince-nez, and 
had a noticeable gift of making it leap or jerk from his 
face when for the moment it had served his purpose. 
He was by no means a ready public speaker, but when 
pacing backwards and forwards in private he could 
dictate letter or minute with ease and precision. I re- 
member more than once when taking in shorthand the 
contents of some special document that he might be 
fluently prompting, he expressed regret that he had not 
the same facility of utterance in addressing a meeting. 
Wlien, however, he got grip of an old favourite Scotch 
phrase or saying, of which he had more than a select few, 
such as — " ^e maun big the dyke wi' the fell we hae,'* 
or "An ill shearer never got a guid heuk" : when a 
happy homely phrase of this order would handily apply, 
he could make it a keynote, so to speak, and work it 
into a sentence very effectively. Mr. Anderson had 
begun his reign as Chief Magistrate with a high reputa- 
tion for purpose and achievement. The Northern 
Assurance Company, the North of Scotland Bank, the 
New Market, stood to his credit, while the railway 
undertakings. South and North, were in great measure 
the outcome of his resourceful foreseeing sagacity. 
Baillie Henry Oswald, when proposing him for the 
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Provostship — 1859 — ^in presence of the whole members 
of Comicil and a crowded assemblage of citizens (and 
the speaker, like others, was no out-and-out admirer of 
the man), the Baillie said, *' Mr. Anderson has occupied 
a very important place in the history of Aberdeen for a 
good many years ; I may say, in truth, he has been the 
presiding genius over many of our greatest commercial 
enterprises". This verdict received hearty and entire 
homologation. His Lordship had around him at the 
Council a number of able, willing co-workers, most of 
whom, it will be found, have come under notice in the 
published Beporting Beminiscences, We left the Council, 
it may be remembered, seated at the long green-covered 
table, looked down upon from the walls of the dim old 
Chamber by ICnights and Dames of high degree. Legis- 
lators, and Fighting Men of Might — 

Whose bones are dost, their good swords mst— 

several of whom were doubtless characters of distinction 
in their day and generation. ^K^e left the City Fathers 
then in well pleased mood, for they had after due and 
wise consideration unanimously resolved to obtain a 
daily supply of 5,000,000 gallons of water from the Dee 
at Caimton, twenty-two miles up our favourite river . 



CHAPTER II. 

The water question thus satisfactorily forwarded, an 
educational matter of some moment engaged the attention 
of the Town Council. Two of the Masterships in the 
Grammar School were vacant and thirty-four gentlemen 
lodged applications for the offices. The Rev. Doctor 
James Forsyth, of the ^est Church, and the Rev. 
James Fraser, Footdee Parish, were nominated by the 
Council to act with the University Regents in examining 
the certificates of the different candidates — amongst 
whom were the Rev. Charles Macdonald, Mr. James 
W. Legge, and Mr. Stewart D. F. Salmond. The trio 
merit a passing reminiscent word. The first two named 
received the school appointments and became well 
known amongst us. Macdonald, who had been on the 
Old Aberdeen gymnasium staff, was a young fellow of 
brilliant parts and a good preacher. I recollect him 
officiating one forenoon in the "West Church during my 
Precentorship days, and delivering a holding-the-ear 
discourse which created some wonderment among that 
always meditative congregation. The text, the lesson, 
was wholly in the last four verses of the first chapter of 
the first Book of Chronicles, and the preacher dwelt 
specially upon the respective Dukes of Edom, emphasising 
the repeated declaration that this one " died,'* the next one 
" died," and so forth. The sermon was fresh, welcome 
and instructive, and I paragraphed it innocently, but 
admiringly, in the Herald, the result being that the young 
preacher became favourably identified with the Dukes of 

(6) 
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Edom scripturally, including the moral to be drawn from 
his lesson, which was — *' And the waters of oblivion have 
rolled over them ". Macdonald accepted the reference in 
the proper spirit. Not long after he received the appoint- 
ment of Professor of Mathematics in Dalhonsie University, 
Halifax, N.S., and filled the position with distinction for 
over thirty years. He died early in March, 1901. Re- 
garding gentle James Legge it can well be written that 
he was reverenced by thousands of pupils during his 
extended labours. He lies in Allenvale Cemetery, where 
a very chaste monument designed by a former pupil — 
Mr. William Kelly, Architect — bears the following inscrip- 
tion. It was composed by the Reverend Dr. James 
Cooper, Aberdeen East Parish Church, and latinised by 
Dr. James Moir, Rector, Grammar School. It may be 
translated thus : — 

" Here rests a reverend and likewise learned gentle- 
man, James "Wilson Legge, A.M., who for thirty-six 
years taught the Greek and Latin languages in the 
Grammar School. A second Nathanael, who knew 
no guile. Born, A.D. 1835. Fell asleep in Christ, 
1895." 

At the date of my putting these pleasant memories on 
paper (February 1902), the name of the Reverend Doctor 
Stewart Dingwall Fordyce Salmond, Principal of the Free 
Church College, Aberdeen, is known to most men and 
women interested in the higher education and govern- 
ment of the powerful ecclesiastical body to which he 
belongs. He won't, I venture to think, be much dis- 
comfited if even now, when scholarly honours crowd 
thick upon him, my thoughts take a long flight backwards 
and I see him a bright little chap of some thirteen or 
fourteen years standing beside his much-attached friend 
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William Simpson, bank clerk, and the other members of 
my Harmonic Choir bravely taldng his part in stately 
anthem or merry madrigal. 

Here while jotting down these byegone class-room 
surroundings what a happy lilt comes to light, the last 
poetic production received by me as Sub-Editor of the 
Aberdeen Herald. The author, Peter Grant, an eccentric 
being was in some off-and-on way connected with one 
of our colleges, devoting his entire life to the study of 
Natural History, Botany, etc. Unusually tall, gaunt in 
figure, a little bowed, and striking in general appearance, 
many a passer-bye turned to look at the ageing, hodden- 
grey student of science hurrying along the street carrying 
a capacious green cloth bag ever and anon well filled 
with specimens of rare plant or jagged rock. Peter 
Grant was a genius akin to William Smith of the People's 
Tune Book (of whom a good deal has already been said), 
and it was through that attractive mortal our acquaint- 
anceship began. That was in my journeyman engraving 
period, when Peter used to come — with a kindness not 
likely to be forgotten — ^and wait at my employers' office 
door. Union Buildings, till work was over for the day. 
We would then, to my advantage, have long confabs, 
discussing things in general, songs and psalm tunes in 
particular. Here, then, is my versatile companion's whole- 
hearted ditty, composed after a winter's visit to some 
friends on Speyside. In printing it nearly half a century 
ago, we of the Herald said it had " the right ring " about 
it. Readers can judge : — 

AULD YULE ON SPEYSIDE. 

On Strondha hills the catild snaw lies, 

It's winter in Glen Gomrie ; 
The howling storm on black wing flies 

Frae Aberlonr to Comrie. 
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But, by the bom I ken sae weel, 
There reeks a cantie farmer shiel, 
And there, this merry nicht o' Yeel, 
They steer abont the flnmrie. 

And now they pour the monntain dew, 

And pledge their love sae kindly. 
To mony a laithfa' heart and tme. 
Their friendship sae divinely. 
Tho* distant far in Aberdeen, 
And mony a high hill rise atween, 
Oh ! yet wi' Fancy's spy -glass keen, 
I see them nnco' finely. 

May blessings on their ingle rest, 

This sacred nicht and holy ; 
On Friendship's wing flown to the West, 
My heart is wi' them wholly : 
And tho* my body canna flit, 
And in their social circle sit, 
My warmest prayer I here transmit. 
Particular and solely. 

And mony a happy year to see, 
My wishes first I send them — 
In bam and byre, on mnir and lea 
May fortuie still attend them : 

And while they plod life's weary way, 
And pot their shonthers to the brae, 
Frae rosy dawn to gloamin' gray 
May heaven assistance lend them. 

Bnt, Jamie man, my tmsty frien. 

Fan idle days come over. 
You'll think upo' the promise gi'en, 
Fan bloom was on the clover : 

And, when the westlan* wind and thaw 
Have cleared the roads o' drift and snaw. 
Out o'er the hills to East awa', 
I trust ye'U be a rover. 

A brither o' the bluid and name, 
By Don's sweet winding river, 
Tho' now far frae your frienly hame. 
Forget it shall I never : 

And whether on fair Strondhu green. 
Or at the Cross o' Aberdeen, 
My loyal toast ye'U pledge, I ween, — 
" Here's to the Grants for ever ! " 



CHAPTER III. 

There was a comparative lull in noticeable Town and 
County affairs. In Parliament Lord Derby and Mr. 
Disraeli were not pulling quite harmoniously together in 
the endeavour to keep the Conservative coach running 
smoothly, and the coming grand party struggle amongst 
the constituencies, with a new House of Commons, was 
looked forward to anxiously. Mr. Richard Cobden and 
Mr. John Bright were busy addressing large audiences 
throughout England on political subjects, while the new 
Eklucation Bill of Lord Advocate Young formed, of 

course, a leading theme of consideration in Scotland. 

The threatened Civil War between South and North in 
America over the fiercely debated freedom of slaves 
question, was much in the thoughts of the people of this 

country. Close on this date Lord John Russell took 

his leave of the House of Commons, of which he had been 
a distinguished member for the long period of forty-seven 
years. He left his seat so quietly one evening that it 
was remarked afterwards scarcely anybody noticed his 
departure from the scene of his many historical appear- 
ances. Of course his Lordship was frequently heard of 
in the Upper House as no mean influence in the nation. 

Our local agriculturists were becoming increasingly 
interested in the continued appearance of new machines — 
English and American — ^for farming operations. What 
was called the Combined Harvesting and Mowing 
Machine by the important firm of Samuelson & Co., 

Banbury, had been placed in the market, and Messrs. 

(10) 
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Ben. Reid & Co., of our city, arranged that it should be 
seen at work cutting hay upon a field of twenty acres at 
Bucksbum, occupied by Mr. William Adam of Ranna, the 
introducer of the sub-soil system of drainage in Aber- 
deenshire. The crop was a heavy one, and from the 
men and horses alike being new to the labour consider- 
able difficulty was experienced in proceeding with the 
task. But George Reid, who was in charge, was not a 
man, as those who knew him will remember, to be easily 
daunted. He had as onlookers a gathering of capable 
progressive farmers and he couldn't afford failure. By 
dint of direction and practically putting his shoulder to 
the wheel, he forced things into effective going order, 
and it was acknowledged that the cutting of the hay was 
more neatly accomplished than was ordinarily the case 
with the scythe. George Reid, small in figure but for- 
midable in resource, was a man of advanced notions. 
He had received an excellent education under his father, 
parish schoolmaster at Tomaveen, Deeside, and was a 
studious reader of the best literature. Fond of music 
and limited social enjoyment, I can recall many pleasant 
moments in his company. He was a good bit of a wag 
too. He died in 1881 at the age of fifty-five. 

Towards the end of June, we lost two much-re- 
spected elderly citizens, namely George Lyall, silk 
mercer, and Douglass EUlwards, warehouseman. The 
first-mentioned, our oldest merchant, was a singularly 
retiring gentleman much patronised by the leading 
families, and noted for his open-handedness to the poor ; 
while Mr. Edwards, a steady-going business man, remains 
most in my recollection as the father of one of the 
handsomest ladies in the city : she became the wife of 
Mr. James Pratt of the still-flourishing firm of Pratt & 
Keith. There was another figure missed at this time 
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from the public eye — Dr. Henry A. Dewar, dental 
surgeon. He was what may be titled a cadet of a landed 
Fife family, and had travelled extensively, residing and 
studying for a considerable period in America. This 
fact gave the Doctor somewhat of a Yankee intonation 
in speech and general smartness. He took an intelligent 
interest in local educational matters, and was for a 
period President of our Mechanics Institution. 

''What is a polled beast?" This is the conundrum 
which startled a round dozen of the most eminent 
agriculturists and cattle breeders Aberdeenshire could 
boast when submitted to them as members of the Royal 
Northern Agricultural Society Committee at their current 
June meeting. John Ligertwood, the secretary — ^none 
the worse apparently since we saw him in his political 
'* Hing in " encounter with Mr. Patrick Cooper, at Inverurie 
— John smiled as he quoted the query, and the smile 
broadened when he read a written communication 
which, signed James Martin, flesher, New Market, Aber- 
deen, ran something like this : *' I wish to exhibit at 
your approaching show an Ox having one loose scur, and 
one fixed scur on his head ; and will be obliged if you 
can inform me under what class my animal with this 
peculiarity should be entered?" The meeting, it was 
remarked, looked at each other in a kind of bewilder- 
ment ; a meeting composed, observe you, of the very first 
of living experts in knowledge of the bovine creation. 
Here are a few of them, as the man in the market stance 
would point them out : McCombie of Tillyfour ; Camp- 
bell, Kinellar ; Reid, Greystone ; Cruickshank, Sittyton ; 
Walker, Portlethen ; Farquharson of Haughton, etc. 
Were these high authorities to be confounded by a 
simple Aberdeen flesher ? No, certainly, never ! But 
hark you, reader, not so very simple. James Martin, in 
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his own way and walk was a jndge of the first rank, but 
could he be joking when submitting this question about 
his peculiar ox? Twas hard to say. He might pos- 
sibly have been unable to tell you the name of the 
English Prime Minister for the period, or the shortest 
cut to the North Pole, but he always knew the bank rate, 
could pass a four-figure cheque at any time, unfailingly 
carried a tightly twine-tied '* wisp *' of three or four 
hundred notes in his pocket, and had at his finger ends 
the dates of every important cattle market, sale or show 
in the three adjacent counties. We were good friends, 
and in fancy I see him now standing — it is Friday — ^in 
the Martin Brothers' busy stall just as you enter, right 
hand side, the New Market. Stoutish ; five feet seven ; 
fifteen stone ; compactly built ; years, say a little over 
forty-five ; carefully, sometimes indeed, daintily dressed 
in grey or brown ; an inviting snule — ^particularly to 
lady friends — on his healthy round countenance ; — ^yes, 
there he is, quietly looking on at the big business doing, 
but leaving this department to the entire care of 
" Willie," his watchful brother, and his half-dozen smart 
suitably-groomed assistants. Well, this is the man who 
asks — ^What is a polled beast? And only after keen 
debate with doubtful division can he get an answer ! 
The Committee were at sixes and sevens about the 
question, and it actually fell to Robert Kemp, the 
doughty miller of Murtle, whom we have in the Beminis' 
cences, to get them out of the fix, for after three motions 
had been voted upon, it was resolved, '* that the placing 
of the said ox for exhibition should be left to the owner 
of the animal". The story ran that a keen politician 
who had taken an active part in the recent shire election 
approached the said owner in a pumping way thus : 
" Well, Mr. Martin, what do you think yourself is really 
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a polled beast?'* James looked at his interrogator 
Imowingly for a minute, and then — " Weel, sir, somebody 
tell't me it was jist a coonty elector aifter being driven to 
the poll?" But there must have been something more 
than this in the affair because James Martin was not the 
man to think of taking liberties with the honourable 
body of gentlemen forming the Directorate of the Royal 
Northern Agricultural Society. At his death in 1890, it 
was worthily written of him that in the great business he 
carried on "he had won for himself a position that no 
one else in his generation could lay claim to". The 
chief of our local butcher trade has been known to 
dispatch to London Christmas Market 300 head of the 
finest fat cattle in one week. 

James Martin rests in the churchyard of his native 
Parish — Banchory Devenick. He died in his seventy- 
second year. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Stonehaven and neighbourhood were a good deal in 
evidence about this time through a series of society and 
social functions of varied character. A whole week of 
festivities within and without doors was arranged and 
carried out with spirit and success. Rifle shooting 
obtained a prominent place in the doings, Mr. Horatio 
Ross, surnamed '* The Old Deer-Stalker," with his young 
son Edward, the first Wimbledon Queen's Prizeman, 
being then at their home, Netherley House. A Bazaar 
promoted by the leading families in the district and held 
in a capacious tent within the courtyard of Cowie House 
proved a special attraction. There was also, in keeping 
with the daintier order of things, a flower and root show, 
while folks of the more agricultural mind and leaning 
could occupy their time advantageously by visiting the 
cattle and implement exhibitions. The frank make-your- 
self-at-home manner in which several of the county 
proprietors — in noticeable degree, Mr. Duff of Fetteresso, 
and Mr. Innes of Cowie — mingled with the spectators 
and entered into the goings on, was subject of pleasant 
remark. Not less homely and encouraging were the efforts 
of the ladies — matrons and maidens alike. The Bazaar 
was a singularly happy idea, well on to £600 being 
realised. In connection with this we read that "Mrs. 

Carnegie of Redhall, who did such winning service for 

(15) 
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the Bazaar, was rewarded by fortune with the beautif til 
ottoman worked by the Countess of Kintore ". Amongst 
the volunteers who came to the front in the rifle shooting 
competition were Ensign George J. Walker, Portlethen, 
Sergeant Irvine Kempt, Aberdeen, and Sergeant Robert 
Brown, Megray, Stonehaven. The first-named two 
gentlemen would answer to their names yet if called at 
a general muster, but Mr. Brown has been long dead. 
He stood over six feet in height, was well known in 
Aberdeen as related to the old-established firm of 
Farquharson & Company, grocers. He was followed in 
that connection by Mr. William Smart, a citizen respected 
by everybody. This gentleman had two handsome 
daughters, beautiful in their teens, who amid much 
sympathetic sorrow from many lookers on, were 
buried on one and the same day in the same grave in 
Nellfield Cemetery. These last reminiscent words are 
somewhat away from the main record of our paragraph, 
but my rambling olden-day story is of the grave and gay 
order as most experiences of life are, and so, meanwhile, 
let us quit IQlwhang, alids Stonehaven. 

Cricket was again holding its own alike on the fine 
ground at Albyn Place and on the wide green Links, 
regarding which we have heard George Davidson, book- 
seller, singing so healthily — a most hopeful feature in the 
game being the increasing readiness with which respect- 
able young fellows of all ranks, so far as occupations were 
concerned and who could really play, got places in the 
leading matches. The names standing prominently in the 
contests already recorded were again afield, with others 
coming to the front : Lieutenant Rice, a fine-looking 
young officer in one of the Highland regiments (he died 
with us early), David Littlejohn, William Jamieson, and 
half a dozen others. Towards the end of June a match 
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between an eleven of ihe Aberdeen Club and a team of 
the best eighteen picked from the Links created lively 
interest, while about the same time the Aberdeen men 
went to Eldinburgh for a two days' match with the Grange, 
but unfortunately the rain fell in torrents and spoilt the 
sport. The only Aberdeen players who got into double 
figures were A. G. Pirie, 13 and 11, and R. Henderson, 17. 
Manson, one of our best men, had just gone to reside in 
Liverpool, and joined a leading dub there. He made a 
) hit at the very outset, scoring 30 against the famous 
"^^ ''I Zingari " combination, composedof the crack gentlemen 
players in England, and catching out three formidable 
opponents. 

At this date a number of the more thoughtful working 
men employed at the different local manufactories, granite 
and ship-building yards, etc., began in a small way a 
movement destined to reach what may be called astound- 
ing proportions. This was the Northern Co-operative 
Company. It was formed on the lines prescribed by the 
Joint Stock Companies Act, and to consist of 1,000 shares 
of £1 each. At an early period 400 shares were registered. 
The promoters took as their business guide the Rochdale 
Co-operative Company, whose revenue for the year had 
amounted to £150,000. Under the interested watchful- 
ness of a Board of judicious working men, and the 
selection of a competent practical staff for the various 
departments, "The Northern" steadily progressed, Peter 
Riddell, principal assistant in Aberdeen Harbour Office, 
displaying marked far-seeingness with sound financial 
ability in the leading positions, first that of Treasurer and 
then as Chairman for ten years. The new enterprise 
further had the advantage of a most capable secretary, 
James Davidson, for years now General Manager of the 
Scottish Employers' Liability Company. This morning 



18 ABERDEEN REMINISCENCES [1861 

— 27th February, 1902 — as I make fhe foregoing entry 
the newspapers report that at a meeting of the share- 
holders of the Northern held last night — Mr. George 

I Bisset, blacksmith, Chairman, presiding — ^they resolved 

to increase the capital of the company to £120,000. 
Wc may hear of this gentleman again. In the early 
nineties he became a member of the Town Council, and 
thereafter filled the important office of City Treasurer 

f for some nine years. 



CHAPTER V. 

St. CLEMENT'S Church folks grew much concerned about 
the likelihood of their popular pastor, the Rev. James 
Fraser, leaving them. The congregation of St. John's, 
Glasgow, one of the largest parishes in that great city, 
were promoting a call in his favour, and it was but natural 
acceptance would follow. It duly did, and Aberdeen 
lost, in the opinion it may be said of all classes, its ablest 
young minister. In the important and hard-fought battle 
over the Fusion of King's and Marischal Colleges, already 
described, as also side by side with the now (1902) Princi- 
pal Lang, in the Established Synod, on questions of pre- 
vailing musty Church forms, Mr. Eraser distinguished 
himself as a debater of unexpected equipment and 
courage. How significantly, how doubtingly Doctors 
Paull, TuUynessle ; Bisset, Bourtie ; Pirie, Aberdeen ; 
Paul, Banchory-Devenick ; Cushny, Rayne ; how critically 
these reverend growing-grey sages would shake their 
heads — I see them all, once again, assembled in the dear 
old "West Church choir seat — as the two young brethren 
would be upholding their new views — upholding them, 
mind you, with such respectful deference towards their 
Ancient Fathers — ^that everybody became interested and 
well pleased to listen. In these Love's-yoimg-dream days 
the bachelor East Church pastor possessed a soft, per- 
suasive voice that, in vocalist language, ' ' travelled far " 
and easily ; while the admired of the Footdee folks held 
you by the determination that lit up his fine, mobile 
countenance and the "I am ready" feeling which the 

(19) 
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g|ip of his thin, bloodless lips revealed. James Fraser 
made his mark in Glasgow, but the work was too taxing for 
him, and after a few years he willingly accepted a call to 
St. Michaers Church, Dumfries, where he only preached 
twice when he was laid aside and died in 1867. He 
was under fifty when he passed away. His attached 
friend William Forsyth, of the Journal^ devoted a loving, 
a noble tribute to his memory. 

Another public man who lent an ardent, if un- 
demonstrative, helping hand in the defence of his A Ima 
Mater, Marischal College, was now missed from his usual 
place : Mr. Nathaniel Farquhar, advocate. Sheriff Clerk 
of Aberdeenshire, died at Harrogate, where he had tempo- 
rarily gone for his health, in his fifty-fifth year. The 

Hon. Arthur Gordon (now Lord Stanmore), whose name 
came prominently before the public in the recent County 
election contest, paid, at this date, a visit to the home of his 
ancestors — Haddo House. During his stay in the North 
he took the opportunity of addressing, in the Mechanics 
Hall, Aberdeen, the friends and supporters who had 
stood, as already unfolded, so valiantly by his repre- 
sentative, Mr. John Ligertwood, as against the Laird of 
Warthill, Mr. "William Leslie, and his doughty agent Mr. 
Patrick Cooper. Mr. Gordon gave an outline of his party 
creed but evinced no hurried intention of again entering 
the field for Parliamentary honours. Shortly after this 
he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick. 

^The opening of the Formartine and Buchan Railway 

was gone about very quietly. This was judicious and 
seemly, seeing the heated feeling existing about Peter- 
head and Fraserburgh. Swimming matches were in 

vogue this summer, and drew large crowds to the Inches 
and river-side on the Saturday afternoons. Every now 
and again there would be an interesting entry of com- 
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petitors, young law clerks, soldiers from the barracks, 
Footdee apprentice carpenters, medical students, etc. 
The sports were made well known by the newspapers, and 
prizes of encouraging value were awarded. "Friendly 
swims " would also be arranged, open to all and sundry 
under proper conditions. At one of these nine young 
gentiemen — ^names unknown — entered the Dee and had 
an exciting struggle. Finer-looking fellows, stripped and 
modestiy dressed as they were, nobody need ever care 
to look upon. The competitions were greatty enjoyed, 
and it was delightful to join in the hearty cheers of 
encouragement that rang forth from side to side of the 
river as the winning goal was neared and the tug-of- 
war steadily strengthened. Here is the result of a swim- 
ming contest in connection with an August afternoon 
regatta that drew thousands to the Craiglug quarter : — 

1. James Kean, pupil teacher (Gold Medallist). 

2. Henry Franklin Wright, medical student. 

3. William Stewart Smythe, medical student. 

I wonder will any one of those gentlemen ever come 
upon this brief record of their happy class-day doings ? 
If so, then all hail for the time 

When youttiftil grace 
And the first down began to shade each face ! 

This September morning, 1902, when penning the 
above, I read in the papers the death, at his residence 
Torry, of George Urquhart, ship carpenter, who in his 
youth was one of the finest swimmers Aberdeen ever 
could claim — was, indeed, the local champion and Gold 
Medallist. At his death he had reached his eightieth 
year, and in the course of that long lease of strength and 
work had saved over twenty persons from drowning. 

''Cheap Weekly Newspaper." This announcement, 
while it did not flutter the dove-cots of the existing press 
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people very much, created some natural speculation 
amongst general readers. The title was a good one — 
Aberdeen Saturday Post, and the three initial letters 
''A.S.P./' gave just an inkling of the lines upon which 
it would be run, while this is a paragraph in the pre- 
liminary advertisements : " It has been complained of 
the other papers published in Aberdeen that in attempt- 
ing to please all parties they have acquired the weakness 
of senility, and have ceased to animadvert on passing 
local transactions with becoming spirit. The Saturday 
Post will not be open to any such objection." There was 
no mystery maintained as to the promoter, James Smith, 
bookseller, or the chief contributor, John Spark, law 
clerk. The paper was well got up, cost three-halfpence, 
but lacked stamina in its principal contents while indulg- 
ing somewhat overmuch in the feeling natural to its title 
in its contracted three-letter Aspect, It had not a long 
existence. 

The summer inspection of the local volunteers was 
looked forward to with interest. It took place on the Old 
Town Links, Major Douglas Jones acting as inspecting 
officer. The evening was fine and a considerable number 
of spectators looked on. There was a fairly good muster 
— 445 of all ranks being present, out of the actual strength 
(762). The battalion was at this date composed as 
follows : — 

Lieutenant-Colonel — N. Turner Christie. 
Major — ^Thomas Innes (of Leamey). 
Adjutant — Captain Rawson. 
Surgeon — Dr. Carr. 
Assistant-Surgeon — Dr. Rainy. 

1st Company (Bankers). Captain Arthur Thomson ; 
Lieutenant Charles Rose ; Ensign Hector Allan ; three 



1861] OUR VOLUNTEERS 23 

sergeants ; three corporals ; one bugler ; and sixty-five 
rank and file. 

2nd Company (1st Merchants). Captain 'VC^illiam 
Stevenson ; Lieutenant 'W^illiamson Scott ; Ensign David 
Knox ; two sergeants ; three corporals ; one bugler ; and 
fifty-four rank and file. 

3rd Company (2nd Merchants). Captain Hardy 
Robinson ; Lieutenant Charles Lyall Grant ; Ensign 
George B. BothweU ; three sergeants ; four corporals ; 
sixty-nine rank and file. 

4th Company. Captain Sir William Forbes ; Lieu- 
tenant Alex. P. Hogarth ; Ensign Richard Latter ; four 
sergeants ; four corporals ; seventy-eight rank and file. 

5th Company (Scottish North-Eastem Railway). 
Captain "William Esplin ; Lieutenant Irvine Kempt ; 
Ensign James H. Bower ; four sergeants, five corporals ; 
one bugler ; sixty-three rank and file. 

6th Company (Artisans). Captain Alexander Simp- 
son ; Lieutenant George Cadenhead ; Ensign George D. 
Rutherford ; four sergeants ; four corporals ; one bugler ; 
seventy-four rank and file. 

7th Company (Artisans). Captain Lessel Stephen ; 
Lieutenant John Cruickshank ; Ensign (vacant) ; four 
sergeants ; four corporals ; one bugler ; sixty-seven rank 
and file. 

8th Company (Artisans) . Captain R. Abemethy ; 
Lieutenant William Duthie ; Ensign J. R. Cornwall ; four 
sergeants ; four corporals ; one bugler ; sixty-seven rank 
and file. 

9th Company (Trews). Captain T)7illiam Paul ; 
Lieutenant John R. Mackenzie ; Ensign Douglass Duncan ; 
four sergeants ; three corporals ; fifty rank and file. 

10th Company (Kilted). Captain Thomas "W^ilsone ; 
Lieutenant James Turner ; Ensign Robert Catto ; four 
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sergeants ; three corporab ; one bugler ; fifty-nine rank 
and file. 

11th Company. (In course of formation ; about sixty- 
eight had joined.) 

Major Douglas Jones expressed himself much pleased 
with the appearance and the efficiency in drill of the 
Battalion. 



CHAPTER VI. 

The Town Council were busy discussing a familiar subject 
— the position, the powers, of the Burgesses of Guild in 
regard to the management of the Guildry Funds held by 
the Council. This was an old text, but Dean George 
Jamieson entered now upon it with the animation, the 
fulness of knowledge characteristic of the plucky Nether- 
kirkgate little man. He concluded his speech by moving 
that the Council appoint a Committee to confer with 
representatives of the Burgesses with a view to preparing 
" a draft bill for the purpose of legalising the transfer of 
fhe funds and giving the Guildry a legal title to hold the 
same in all time coming". He found a sympathetic 
seconder in BaiUie McHardy, but, naturally. Lord 
Provost Anderson held different views, and went fully 
into why matters should remain as they stood. His 
Lordship could not aid in seeing the Council shorn of 
any of its ancient rights and privileges. After some 
keen discussion, the Dean's proposal was carried and a 
Committee appointed. 



Pardon, reader, and grant me leave to linger for a 
little over the foregoing Town Council scene : it was the 
last meeting I was destined to take part in as a profes- 
sional member of the Press. In that capacity I had 
enjoyed ten years of well-remembered delight, for, apart 
from the local lasting friendships formed, the connection 
afforded opportunities of constantly mingling with men 

of more or less standing in the literary, artistic, dramatic 

(25) 
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and musical walks of life. On quitting 7 Queen Street, 
the then known to everybody Herald Office — ^the very 
last stone of which is disappearing as I write, March, 
1902, to make room for the new Greyfriars Parish Church 
— on quitting my familiar post I was handed a letter from 
the Committee of Management of the paper which con- 
cluded thus : " The members take the opportunity of 
expressing their satisfaction with Mr. Camie's active and 
zealous services while connected with the Herald^ and 
their wishes that success may attend him in the sphere of 
his new avocations,'* while at the close of the Council 
meeting in question something like the unexpected hap- 
pened, my pencilling comrades having to report as 
follows : '* The Lord Provost reminded the Council that 
Mr. Camie appeared at the meeting to-day for the last 
time as a member of the Press. He was sure the Council 
would wish that he should express the respect they all 
entertained for that gentleman and their high opinion of 
the judgment and discretion with which he had always 
acted here." It is not likely I shall ever forget how these 
kind, encouraging words were received. 



The Civil Service of India competition lists now issued 
proved very gratifying to many northerns : they showed 
that several Aberdeen students had won high honour. 
The candidates numbered sixty-eight ; the total marks 
obtainable 2,850 : and amongst those who passed were 1st, 
James Cruickshank Geddes, 2,055 marks ; 4th, "William 
Murray, 1,722 marks ; 51st, Henry Clark, 1,201 marks, 
all of King's College ; and 52nd, John Grant Robertson, 
Marischal College. The young gentleman who came out 
first with his splendid record was brother to Professor 
Geddes. He afterwards had a distinguished career in 
India. Shortly after and at a similar competition in the 
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same service another townsman, James "Westland, son 
of the manager, North of Scotland Bank, obtained much 
distinction, standing first by over one hundred marks. 
The examination lasted for a fortnight, six hours daily. 
This gentleman further achieved distinction in public life, 
becoming financial member of the Viceroy's Indian 
Council and also receiving Knighthood. Sir James "West- 
land died so lately as the present year — 1903 — aged 60. 
Another educational item may be noted : the number of 
pupils attending Aberdeen Grammar School (1861), was 
288. 

Bishop Suther presided at the current meeting of 
Aberdeen Diocesan Synod held in St. Andrew's Church. 
The chief business related to an application by the Rev. 
F. G. Lee that his congregation, called St. Mary's, meeting 
temporarily in a Correction ^ynd building, should be 
admitted to the privileges of an incumbency. Mr. Lee had 
been minister of St. John's English Chapel, but owing to 
some misunderstanding resigned his charge and a large 
proportion of the people left with him. The reverend 
gentleman, who had become in a certain measure known 
in town through his High Church developments, was a 
young, bright, pleasant-to-look-upon Englishman, with an 
excellent reputation for scholarship. He fluently sup- 
ported his petition representing 171 members of his 
flock, and after a good deal of discussion a motion by 
Dr. Pratt, Cruden, seconded by Dr. Rorison, Peterhead, 
that, following due approval by the Bishop, St. Mary's 
should be constituted into a regular charge and its 
clergyman entitled to the status of an incumbent, was 
carried by twelve votes to five over a proposal by Dean 
"W^ilson and Dr. "Walker, Monymusk, declining that any 
further steps be taken in the matter. Mr. Lee was a 
good deal spoken about, and, indeed, became so popular 
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with a section of worshippers that he soon found himself 
in a church of his own — St. Mary's, Garden Place. 
Bishop Snther, Lord Provost Anderson and other in- 
fluential people took part in the laying of the foundation- 
stone, and after the ceremony the pastor and his active, 
most lady-like wife entertained a company of no fewer 
than seventy friends at their residence, FountainhalL 
St Mary's used to be largely attended in the summer 
evenings and was popularly known by the title of the 
"Tartan Kirk," from apparently the variegated colour 
of the stones and slates employed in the building. Mr. 
Lee was an attractive preacher and grew to be heard of 
in local Episcopal circles, but he did not long remain in 
Aberdeen. He obtained a charge in London, and entered 
with spirit into various controversial Church questions, 
and latterly became a convert to Roman Catholicism. 

He died 1900 or 1901. ^Mr. William LesUe of Warthill, 

the new member for the county, was entertained by his 
prospering tenantry to dinner at Rothmaise. This was 
his first public home meeting since the stiffly fought 
election, and it was a thoroughly hearty one, none the 
less so that the ordering of the bodily enjoyments was 
committed to the experienced care of host and hostess 
Annand of the ever-popular Kintore Arms, Inverurie. 
But back to Rothmaise. Mr. Adam Singer, the Chairman, 
in giving Mr. Leslie's health said the meeting was more 
of a friendly than of a political character and this was, 
happily, realised in full. The new M.P., however, took 
the opportunity, amid applause, of remarking that in 
going up to Parliament he had " been designated by some 
an *01d Tory,' yet it so happened that he had voted 
oftener with the Government than against them ". The 
dinner was a fraternal success. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Aberdeen at this time heard of the death of one of her 
very ablest literary sons : James Bruce, journalist, died at 
Belfast in his fifty-third year. In the early forties of 
last century this gentleman was connected with the 
Aberdeen Journal and the Aberdeen Constitutional as 
reporter, but this position did not by any means call 
forth the best that was in him, and he was speedily 
found attached, successively, in editorial labour with the 
Fifeshire Journal^ the Caledonian Mercury and the 
Scotsman^ then with the Newcastle Chronicle. There are 
probably not half a dozen people living amongst us who 
remember Bruce in his earlier press days, but copies of 
his local books Eminent Men of Aberdeen, Aberdeen Black 
Kalendar, The Aberdeen Pulpit, are fairly well known 
yet, and are eagerly purchased at book auctions, par- 
ticularly the first named. Their author, however, took 
much higher fUghts in the literary way in after years, 
and his Scenes and Sights in the East, and Classic and 
Historic Portraits, were warmly appreciated by the read- 
ing public. 

One of the most influentially attended County meetings 
of Deputy Lieutenants, Landholders and Justices of the 
Peace I ever remember, was at this date held within the 
County Hall, Record Buildings. The Most Hon. the 
(10th) Marquis of Huntly presided, the purpose being to 
consider the propriety of forming an association for the 
promotion of rifle practice. Colonel Fraser of Castle 

Fraser, in a bluff, soldierly speech proposed the motion^ 

(29) 
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Sir James Burnett of Crathes seconding. It was of 
course carried unanimously. The noble and aged chair- 
man, who made his first appearance as Lord-lieutenant 
of the County, in acknowledging a vote of thanks, gained 
much favour by the unaffected manner, the kindly 
warmth of his short speech, the conclusion of which 
ran : " I am sure my poor services will be always at 
the command of the County, and although I regret to say 
my health for some years has not been very good — ^for 
really I am getting a very old fellow, so old that some of 
you don't recollect my youth — ^stiU so long as I am spared 
Aberdeenshire may reckon upon my best services. I am 
new to the business of the Lieutenancy, but I trust that 
with the assistance of my friend, Newell Burnett, our 
excellent clerk, I shall get into the harness well. When 
in, I hope to be able to go straight." His Lordship held 
the office with general satisfaction till his death in 1863. 

^The vacancy in the Superintendentship of City 

Police, caused by the death of John Watson, was now 
before the Commissioners. Three candidates obtained 
special attention, but James Duthie, Lieutenant of Police, 
who had been temporarily performing the duties, was 
appointed, the promotion meaning from Lieutenant's 
salary of £80 to £210 per annum as Superintendent. 
Strange as it may sound to some, one of the most 
tender-hearted souls it ever was my happiness to know 
filled a humble post for years in our local Watch House 
buildings — ^then so-called. This was Robert Murray 
Bamett, a man of ponderous rotundity and over twenty 
stone in weight. His death took place at this date. " Big 
Bob," for by this title was he familiarly spoken of, had 
been night clerk in the Police Office for seven years, 
and in that position manifested a goodness of heart 
towards his fellow mortals, and more especially a 
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touching sympathy for those in sorrow, sin or shame, 
in a degree which, it is not too much to say, was as rare 
in its depth as it was noble in its Christian charity. 
My vocation led me frequently to the Watch House, 
and I had personal knowledge of the thoughtful clerk's 
actions. He was a native of Auchterarder, had experi- 
enced many hardships, and tried many trades. Now 
a cattle herd, then by turns collier, mason's labourer, 
and, joy beyond expression, a strolling player — his 
whole stock of wardrobe in this latter direction being 
an old sword, a ragged tunic and a cocked hat ! To- 
wards the theatre, its professors and stage doings, this 
curious mortal longed and sighed then and ever. 
Coming to Aberdeen he, for a time, got employment at 
Hadden's Carpet Factory, then at Rubislaw Quarries — 
his feUow-labourers here styling him The Parson, as he 
was obliged, from the scantiness of his attire, to work 
with his coat on — ^a swallow-tailed one. At length Bob 
obtained entrance to his earthly paradise : he got a job 
at our Marischal Street home of the Drama ! Singular 
to say, our hero was an excellent penman — his hand- 
writing being what may be called copperplate. At 
the theatre he, in succession, filled the posts of property 
man, money-taker, checker and copyist with Corbet 
Ryder, and then Mrs. Pollock — ^faithful and diligent 
in all his duties. Finally he found a comfortable berth 
at the desk of the Police Office, and retained it till 
within two days of his death at the age of sixty. He 
liked his humble duties, for they enabled him to exercise 
his wealth of sympathy and benevolence. Many a poor 
lassie, an outcast on the streets, when taken to the 
"Watch House found in the stem-looking man at the 
desk a true friend. ''Dinna come back here," was 
always his last words to any girl or young fellow 
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apprehended for the first time. ^'Dinna come back 
here, or ye'U bring sorrow to your fouk and shame to 
yersel'." By way of compliment I, for seasons, regularly 
introduced my friend's name into the pantomime. This 
pleased him mightily ; and it was amusing to mark how 
he would hie down to the theatre from the Police Office 
just about the hour when he knew his name came to be 
uttered, would peep from the pit to the stage, and having 
heard the magical words, " Big Bob," welcomed with 
applause, run — ^if his process of progress could justly be 
so designated — ^nm up Iftarischal Street as gladsome as 
a child, ready and anxious to impart a share of his 
happiness to any fallen, miserable creature who might 
need it. As I wrote forty years gone bye, so I write 
now : *' Farewell, old friend ! Many a lesson have I and 
others got from you of how a little may go a far way, 
and words spoken gently make music in a barren heart. 
Farewell, good and guileless ' Big Bob '." 



CHAPTER Vin. 

A GOOD deal of interest was aroused regarding the proj- 
ect of a junction of the South and North railways by a 
line along the Denbum. The two Boards of Directors 
had been considering the matter, there existing a strong 
feeling for through-communication. This feeling now 
led to John Willet and Alex. Gibb, civil engineers, and 
William Henderson, with Robert "Watson, builders, being 
appointed to submit plans and give valuations of the 
needful properties to be acquired. These four gentlemen 

were all residents.-^ ^The young ship carpenters were 

week after week treating the public to rowing contests on 
the Dee. The following brief quotation from a paragraph 
anent these competitions may set older readers a-thinking 
of the changes in the way-course indicated : " Six gig 
boats started from the lower jetty, and came up the Dee 
to opposite the railway station, thence down the Spill- 
water, and up the river again as far as the Old Oak 
Tree ". The Spill-water and the Old Oak Tree. One has 
to hurry back and consider the *' lay *' of these vanished 

surroundings ! "Blondin'' : This was, in its way, a word 

to charm with in the days we are writing about. No high- 
rope walking feats such as this daring acrobat ventured 
and accomplished had ever been heard of, and they were 
boomed accordingly. Despising everything of the ordin- 
ary circus trappings and attendance accompaniments this 
remarkable man frequently chose the open air for his 
chief performances and always with success. His an- 
nounced visit to Aberdeen was, therefore, eagerly, even 

(33) 3 
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anxiously looked forward to, and quite a multitude of 
spectators assembled in and around Golden Square on 
the pleasant August evening of his '' show ". It came off 
in the enclosed space known as Sir Alexander Banner- 
man's garden (now mainly, it may be noted, forming 
Crimon Place). Two stout masts were fixed in the ground 
145 feet apart supporting a rope stretched out at the height 
of 35 feet. At this altitude Blondin gave a number of 
new sensational rope-dancing feats, feints, runs, and 
balancing tricks with a fearlessness, ease and grace that 
not only astonished but frightened one half of the 2,000 
audience who paid to see him — the unpaying portion, 
perched on every coign of vantage, being no doubt in the 
.same entrancing state of feeling. The exhibition was 
capped by the performer carrying on his back along the 
whole line of rope the same gentleman — so ran the 
programme — who enjoyed the distinction of being thus 
conveyed over the falls of Niagara ! Blondin's visit was 
accepted as a healthy and instructive lesson, manifesting 
as it did what could be safely accomplished through nerve 
and skill. 

The Town Council had no weighty matter before 
them at their September meeting. The members were in 
ruminating mood regarding the Guildry question, over 
which the Editors of the Herald and Journal (James 
Adam and William Forsyth, respectively) were having 
a convenient — ^for leader purposes — ^smart controversy. 
The brethren of the Guildry themselves were, however, 
arming for earnest battle, and on the last "Wednesday of 
August the rival forces met. Dean Jamieson presiding. 
The meeting was a long one lasting for hours and there 
was much pointed and effective debating. Baillie James 
Forbes and the Chairman made telling speeches from the 
Guildry side, while Dr. John Christie and Provost 
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Anderson were not less emphatic in support of the Town 
Council's views. Mr. Alexander Morrison, draper (to 
whom reference has been made in my first volume), Mr. 
Morrison entered with eagerness, I might say eloquence, 
into the fray in opposition to the Guildry claims, but he 
had incontinently to sit down, the meeting — which 
numbered well on to a hundred gentlemen — becoming 
tired of the much speaking. The upshot was the appoint- 
ment of a committee to act with the Town Council in the 
preparation of the heads of a Bill to be submitted to 
Parliament on the whole question. 

Gaiety now gloom : Town and County were suddenly 
filled with a feeling of deep regret and sympathy. Some 
dozen of the young men attending our Grammar andMathe- 
matical Schools had hurried after forenoon class hours to 
the beach, and were quickly, with about twenty others, 
disporting themselves in the sea. It was just near low 
water, and, therefore, not without danger, but nothing of 
that feeling prevailed, so several of the older lads who 
could swim a little went a good way out. Suddenly one 
of the number was observed to be in distress holding up 
his hands and crying for assistance. This, it was thought, 
caused a panic amongst the bathers as a number of them 
were seen struggling for the shore. Archibald McFarlane, 
the then ''Rescue," a bold and experienced swimmer, 
hastily and single-handed got the lifeboat afloat and in a 
few minutes was at the scene of danger. Some of the 
older students also made gallant efforts to help their 
weaker comrades, but two unfortunate youths, named 
Grant and Milne, could not be seen — they had sunk. 
News of the catastrophe spread quickly, and in a very 
short space Drs. Kilgour, Carr and McQuibban, were 
at the beach using every means of restoring those of the 
lads who remained in a state of semi«consciousness. One 
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of the unforhmate scholars who had disappeared was 
son of Mr. Milne, Mains of Esslemont, Ellon, the other 
the only child of Mr. Grant, farmer. Stones, Crnden. 
The lamentable accident s^wakened much sympathetic 
sorrow, a sorrow that lingered long in the memories of 
the public. Both the young men were excellent students, 
with, from their position in life, very promising careers 
before them. Grant's body was got about a week after 
the fatal event, but I am doubtful if Milne's was ever 
recovered. 

Scarcely had the regrets at Fittie died away regarding 
the departure for Glasgow of the Reverend James Eraser, 
than the East Church people became equally perturbed. 
The young minister here had firmly established himself 
in their esteem as a worker and preacher of no ordinary 
zeal and impressiveness. I have already said that the 
very walk of Mr. Flint on the streets was impetuous ; his 
pulpit appearances partook of something of the like 
character. The earnestness, the clear unhesitating pro- 
clamation of what he considered not only his own duty 
but of his listeners, adherents and casual visitors alike, 
commanded the fixed attention, nay, the absorbed ad- 
miration of all. And now, and so early, the East were 
to be pastorless again ! Mr. Flint, who had been only a 
couple of years in Aberdeen, received from the Earl of 
Crawford and Balcarres a presentation to the Parish of 
Kilconquhar, and this charge he accepted. His after up- 
ward course is familiar to most observant churchmen. 

^Under power entrusted to them by the General 

Assembly the Presbytery now filled the vacancy existing 
in the charge of Newhills Parish Church — ^the position 
of which I have already outlined. Five young ministers 
had been heard, and the choice fell upon the Rev. James 
Smith, Assistant Professor of Greek, Aberdeen University* 
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and he remains in the pastorate to this date (1902), an 
able and popular preacher. He frequently occupied the 
pulpit of the Elstablished West when I conducted the 
music there, and was always happy in his choice of 
reverential, stately, singable psalms, with selections from 
the most heart-reaching dear old paraphrases — ^worship- 
food worth, surely, a whole cartful of the obscure, senti- 
mental Hynmody presently in vogue in our churches. 
The northern Episcopalian community were con- 
cerned over a proposal emanating from Mr. J. R. Gordon, 
of Ellon, Minister-Plenipotentiary at Stuttgart, in favour 
of erecting a cathedral for the body in Aberdeen. 
Mr. G. E. Street, the eminent London architect, had 
estimated the cost of such a building at a total of from 
£8,000 to £10,000. The scheme drew forth considerable 
criticism, and the opinion of the author of a small brochure, 
published by D. Wyllie & Son, apparently predominated. 
This penman sharply maintained that the " first duty of 
Scottish Episcopalians before the erection of Cathedrals 
was to endow their bishops and inferior clergy with 
adequate means of support ; they were in a state of 
almost abject poverty ". Matters remained as they were. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Her Majesty, with Prince Albert and the Royal children, 
had been at their Highland home, Balmoral, for some 
weeks when the Braemar Gathering took place. The 
always popular meeting was largely attended, but as 
neither the Queen nor the Prince drove up, the present 
gathering was shorn of no small amount of its customary 
6clat. The Princes and Princesses were, however, pres- 
ent, and there was a good turn out of the Fife and 
Farquharson men in belted array. The games were 
well contested — Donald Dinnie, the young Birse mason, 
who had become a kind of thorn in the flesh of the 
Upper Strathdee and Strathdon clansmen, carrying off 
several of the chief prizes for feats of strength of arm. 
During this season's stay of the Court at Balmoral, Her 
Majesty and the Prince Consort, with a limited suite, 
following up their pleasantly romantic incognito jaunt of 
last year across the hills to Speyside and Grantown village, 
where they abode with Mrs. Glass in her comfortable 
hotel for the night — following up this much-spoken-about 
trip. Royalty now paid in like quiet surprise order a visit 
to the valley of the North Esk and Fettercaim village, 
putting up at the Ramsay Arms Hotel. The landlord 
here, and, let it be noted, even his wife, were made 
aware as to the standing of their guests, but not a cheep 
was let out by either ! One of the consequences of such 
secrecy was this : When Host Durward rode over to 
Brechin to obtain certain extra carriages the hirer there 

was for declining the job, seeing, as he put it, " that it was 

(38) 
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jist to accommodate some trash o' Fettercaim lodgers ! " 
Further on in the season Her Majesty and party started 
in similar private fashion for Glenfishie, Kingussie, rest- 
ing till morning at Dalwhinnie in the homely Highland 

inn there. ^Amongst the clergymen who preached before 

the Queen in Crathie Kirk during this season were Dr. 
Norman Macleod, Glasgow, and the Rev. Dr. Pirie, 
Aberdeen. 

Mr. John Stewart, comb manufacturer — my readers 
have met him — when presiding in the absence of Sir 
James D. H. Elphinstone, Chairman, at the eighteenth 
half-yearly meeting of the North of Scotland Railway, 
had a progressive story to tell. It. occupied a couple of 
columns of the newspapers and made desirable reading. 
The speaker was in confident mood, for as matters were 
going well and a good dividend at hand there were no 
contentious shareholders to dread. Mr. Stewart began 
thus : " Gentlemen, we have great pleasure in meeting 
you once again to give an account of our stewardship *'. 
If the determined Laird of Craigiebuclder had been given 
to punning the reporters might have added here "a laugh," 
but that was not in the speaker's brief. He, therefore, 
in earnest tones, proceeded with a full, carefully prepared 
financial ways and means statement — one of the clearest, 
most elaborate business bills the shareholders, so far as 
I remember, had ever received. After referring to the 
near prospect of a junction of the south and north lines 
along the Denburn — a scheme to which his directors 
were ready to contribute one half of the cost, £50,000 — 
Mr. Stewart spoke of the sea opposition traffic between 
the old London Navigation Company and his recently 
started Northern Steam combination, an opposition which 
was being actively canvassed in town amongst mercantile 
people. The resolutions proposed were accepted without 



40 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1861 



a dissenting word, and a singularly quiet meeting termin- 
ated with a hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman moved 
by Mr. George Milne of Kinaldie. 

A line or two anent this gentleman : he comes into our 
jottings for the first time. In the inaugurating days of 
railway enterprise hereabout Mr. Milne was well known 
amongst us. He was, to all intents and purposes, the 
architect of his own fortime, a man of untiring energy, 
possessed with healthy ambition from farm lad to Laird. 
As we have him at our present meeting proposing the 
vote mentioned, he may reckon from fifty to sixty years ; 
portly in form, bluff, blunt, direct in speech — knowing 
full well what he wishes to say, though hameowre in 
utterance. My first recollection of Kinaldie was seeing 
him overlooking a squad of navvies in his own employ 
at railway construction. He evidently considered they 
were lacking in what he himself had been liberally 
endowed with — Push — so, seizing the shafts of a well- 
filled wheel-barrow, he gave a practical example of what 
real endeavour meant. As time went on he reaped his 
reward. Kinaldie is a spot fair to look upon close to 
the Great North Railway, and within easy distance of 
the sweetly flowing Don — the Don of the annexed "Waif 
of Rhyme " : — 

" Dee and Don shall run in one," — 

So the ancient fret foretells ; 
Bat till memory hath flown — 
While life's current ebbs and swells — 
Parted evermore to me 
Silent Don and Silvery Dee. 

Heart to heart must linkM be, 
Joy and sorrow still to share, 
Good with ill, — *tis heaven's decree — 
Youth and age, — ^the false, the fair — 
Pain and balm, — ^but smiles or tears, 
Love endures even as the years. 
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Gadie, constant to the Don, 

Si^hs farewell to Benachie ; 
Brawling Fengh, o'er moor and stone, 
Sinks to rest in peaceful Dee : 

Sundered streams to ocean roU — 
Seek and find yom: destined goal. 

Boyhood's day, — ^Hope's golden prime, 

Hath a glory all its own. 
Rich with melodies sublime. 
Heard for aye in undertone : 
Not to me till fades the sun 
" Dee and Don shaU run! in one ". 



Lovers of art were drawn in large numbers to the 
saloon of Hay & Lyall where the great historical painting 
by John Phillip, R.A., "The Marriage of the Princess 
Royal," was by special permission of the Qneen on view. 
The work had won tmstinted admiration as a masterpiece 
alike in drawing, grouping, colour. The name of our 
gifted townsman was steadily rising in the Art world, 
and when he returned about this time from a six months' 
visit to Spain the story was current that his sketches had 
been secured by a famous London publisher at the sum 
of £20,000. Not bad news this anent our erstwhile 
Wallace Neuk painter and glazier lad ! A good many 
of my readers have seen these sketches in their finished 
state as splendid renderings in glorious colour of Spanish 

character, life and surroundings. There were some 

interesting Volunteer doings amongst our local Artillery. 
The guns of the batteries at Girdleness and on the Beach 
were heard for the first time. Twenty-seven rounds 
were fired during the day under the charge of Colonel 
McLean, Commander of Artillery in Scotland, and the 
local officers present were Captain William Forsyth, 
Captain John Blaikie, Lieutenant Blades and Adjutant 
Kinnear. 
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'Wednesday, 25th September, 1861, proved a black- 
letter day in Aberdeen : Sir Thomas Blailde suddenly 
fell down dead when conversing in the Union Street shop 
of an old merchant friend, Mr. '\l7illiam Fraser. The 
event startled the city, for undoubtedly the man who had 
so tragically passed away was at once a pride and a 
power in Bon-Accord. Sir Thomas had reached only 
his sixtieth year, but for one half of that period he had 
given faithful and important service to the public. Four 
times he had been called to the chair of Lord Provost, 
discharging the numerous duties thereof with a dignity, 
gradousness and zeal that had justly won for him the 
confidence and respect of the whole body of citizens. 
Having in the early portion of my Reminiscences made 
frequent reference to the personality of Sir Thomas, I 
need only add now that I, and many others in like 
station, lost a generous, an encouraging friend when his 
sudden call came. The Town Council, indeed it may 
truly be said the entire City, desired to mark their sense 
of the departed Knight's worth by a public fimeral, but 
the family preferred otherwise. Their wish was re- 
spected. 



CHAPTER X. 

Uprises the antnmn morning 

Out of fhe dancing sea, 
And the rough winds pipe and whistle 

A boisterous melody ; 
The loud winds pipe and whistle 

In gnsts, and lolls and shocks 
Through the cordage of many a gallant craft 

That rides in the spacious docks ; 
The lond winds pipe and whistle 

0*er steeple, roof and spire, 
Like some mad minstrel playing 

On the strings of giant Lyre ; 
And the bells ring out a merry peal, 

And the flags flaunt gay and wide. 
And the people line the long wide street 

In throngs at every side ; 
And from many an open window 

Sweet lips smile blythe and gay ; 
And all seem to look on this autumn mom 

As the mom of a holiday. 

Such was the spirited manner in which 'William Caden- 

head commenced his ballad ushering in The Riding of 

Aberdeen Outer Marches, 12th October, 1861 . The Town 

Council had duly and properly announced that this 

ancient and interesting ceremony should be now repeated 

with becoming pomp and circumstance : and the desire 

of their honours was successfully achieved. There is 

record in the Council Register that "the third day of 

May, 1525, quhilk was the Holy Cross day, the towne, 

with Gilbert Menzies, their Prowest, perambulet their 

Marches," and the duty had been faithfully observed 

r43) 
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then, and nntil now, at stated intervals. Our rulers of 
past times evidently considered the Riding a business of 
weighty import, seeing that they ordained that ''the 
haill towne be warned by the drum, ilk person under 
the pain of an outlaw of ten pounds ". No such peremp- 
tory summons had been issued in connection with the 
Riding we have to deal with — that of 1861 — but the 
fixture was well known and much talked about. The 
weather was, of course, a doubtful quantity, and the 
verses quoted above pretty accurately indicate how 
things looked in that important respect. Would the day 
turn out good, bad or indifferent? Nobody could tell. 
Yet— 

Ding it weet, or ding it hail 

We'U ride the rotin' withonten fail — 

was well known to be the sound and sure resolution of 
Lord Provost Anderson and his magisterial brethren. 
Everybody, therefore, who intended joining in the 
ceremony got their graith and gear in order accord- 
ingly. Though there was a snell feeling in the air and a 
gurly sough in the gale, yet the morning was fair, and by 
eight o'clock the bells had begun ringing invitingly. And 
see how the heroes of the hour assemble ! Castle Street 
is crowded with onlookers, and every window around 
has its old and young occupants. The causeway clatters 
with the sharp clank of some eighty steeds of various size, 
breed and condition, every one you may be sure being 
the bearer of a very important personage in the day's 
doings and history. All men are not bom with the gifts 
and graces necessary for efficient equestrianism, so there 
are early examples of the Inverurie political advice to 
" Hing in " — saddles being firmly gripped by the un- 
skilled horsemen. Other and safer means of perambula- 
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tion are provided, in the shape of carriages, chaises, 
dog-carts, gigs, bosses, and the whole calvacade having 
been got into proper going order, the Provost taking his 
place in front mounts his favourite brown cob — one of 
the finest little horses, it was said, in the north ' of 
Scotland — and we are off. Union Street was lined with 
at least eight to ten thousand onlookers, all in pleased 
humoursome mood. And there, so far as descriptive 
note-making is concerned, we will leave the order of 
procession for a time. Visiting the sites of the fifteen 
or twenty march landmarks demands a long, long winding 
detour of many miles, so let us hurry on through the 
Hardgate, past Cuparstone, Mannofield, Corbie Tap, 
Cults, Bieldside, the Den of Murtle, giving a look 
towards Countesswells, Kingsford, Cloghill, Brimmond- 
side — ^let us pass all these fertile spots till we come to 
where, as Gavin Douglas has it — 

Ane great roik lay, 
Ane anld crag stane huge, grete and grey : 

This is none other than the Doupin'-Stane, and here it 
had been quietly planned a time-honoured ceremony 
was to be performed, namely the " doupin' " of a popular 
young lawyer who was to receive the inaugurative 
process of being made a Burgess, — as Burgesses were 
made on such high occasions ! Accordingly several of 
the Baillies and Councillors unceremoniously seized the 
doomed limb of the law by the legs and arms, and forth- 
with incontinently yirded his nether end on the " Auld 
Cragstane ". Like honour fell to the town clerk, and Mr. 
(afterwards Sir) John Anderson, the eminent Woolwich 
engineer, mention of whom occurs in Reminiscences, 
Volume I. How graphically William Forsyth writes 
of the district round about where our Magistrates and 



.46 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1861 

Councillors are thus playing at the *' doupin' " ploy. Let 
me quote : — 

" A' this land wis ance on a day the toun's moyland 
or common, and little was gotten for it. "W^ithin a' the 
wide circuit wis a barren waste, as a Covenanter's Ghaist 
is said to hae remarkit at a Midnicht Meeting in Maris- 
chal College Close. The Ghaist had been a student : — 

' When we were here, the country side 

Round Brimmond back, and up to Skene, 
Wis ae bleak muir o* sax mile wide, 

Wi' scarce a single patch o' green, 
Ae patch o' com, ae rig o' girse, 

Excep' about some cottar's biel ; 
When rievin* caterans cam' frae Birse, 

They scarcely saw a coo to steaL 

' Noo, whare's the muir ? the Ian' is blest ; 

The hearts that heaven for conquest made, 
The hands that scorn the sweets o' rest, 

Hae raised a garden in its stead : 
There simmer walks through fertile fields, 

And brenns nae mair the naked heath ; 
The wealth the fruitful autumn yields. 

And winter bates his frosty breath.' " 

But to resume; — prosaically. While all was merri- 
ment at the foot of the Hill, desolation prevailed at the 
top. Not the least inviting item in the programme of the 
day at the hour now reached was Dinner ! It was to be 
served in a capacious tent erected on an elevated posi- 
tion commanding an extensive view. But horror ! The 
wind of the morning had arisen like an armed man, and 
just when mine host of the Lemon Tree, Httxter Row 
(not Exchequer Row, as' I stupidly — knowing much 
better — said in my former volume) — ^just when Peter 
Machray had everything daintily laid out on ample 
tables, the gale entered the tent making a fell swoop, 
and ere you could say Jack Robinson, or even remove 
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the salt, the whole shelter and providings were shattered 
and undone. When things are at their worst they must 
mend, and in Farmer Cooper, the guidman of TuUoch, a 
healing angel was fomid. He had arranged to stable and 
feed the four-footed visitors. He did much the same 
thing for their owners. With the aid of willing hands his 
two large lofts had been metamorphosed into acceptable 
dining apartments. In the larger of these the Provost 
presided over about 130 guests ; in the other Baillie 
McHardy discharged the duties of the chair with some 
seventy gentlemen under his sway. The dinner and 
accompaniments were of the genuine country order ; the 
two companies were in joyous fettle, and, mercifully, 
there were no set speeches. Home, thereafter by New- 
hills, AuchmuU, Woodside, thence to the Links, then up 
the Shore, — ^finally the place of starting. Here in front 
of the Town House, with happy thoughtfulness, Captain 
Simpson's company of Volunteers, and the Highland 
Corps of Captain Wilsone, had assembled ready to do 
honour to the procession. 'Twas a red-letter day. 
Many of us love old customs and cherish the memorials 
which bring back recollections of those who have " gone 
before," and amongst such things may fitly be reckoned 
the doings of the 12th October in the passing year thus 
and here outlined. I wrote a pretty long story about 
the proceedings of the 15th, concluding with this 
tag:— 

When fair cheeks shaU be wrinkled 

That now bloom in maidenhood ; 
When young Grammarians vainly ask 

Where the famous old School stood ; 
When the engine shall be snorting 

Its time-defying steam 
Down the valley where creeps slowly on 

The Denbum's sluggish stream ; 
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When the fingers shall be cold and nwnb^ 

That now grasp the willing pen, 
And bright eyes rest aU yWonless- 

Ay, ever on till then 
Shall the story be repeated, 

How, 'mid battling shower and^snn, 
We rode the Outer Marches 

In Eighteen Sixty-One. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Police matters were again occupying the minds of a 
good many of the ratepayers. The new Bill involved a 
large expenditure, and indications were not wanting 
that pretty stiff, if not widespread, opposition would be 
offered to the measure. It had, as we have seen, been 
approved by the Town Council and the Police Com- 
missioners, and there could be no doubt but the bulk 
of the public were bent upon having a larger supply of 
water, with improved sewerage. The acquirement of 
the Gasworks and the amalgamation of the Town 
Council and Police Boards, which also came within the 
scope of the proposals, did not call forth the same 
unanimity. The scheme, in its entirety, was calculated 
to cost £100,000 — ^but the opinion was ventured that 
there would be no increase in the rates. The Bill, 
however, had never been seen in print, and objection was 
taken to proceeding further till details should be sub- 
mitted. It may be remembered that when the new 
measure was debated, at the Police Board — 1859 — a 
difference arose between Provost Webster and Com- 
missioner Alexander Anderson — a difference it seemed 
to me that "ever after coloured the amenities existing 
between our two most formidable citizens". This 
feeling, it was considered, came out strongly at a 
largely attended public meeting now held in the Court 
House to decide as to going on with the new Bill. Mr. 
Anderson was now Provost, and a keen, lengthy dis- 
cussion ensued, the chief speakers being, on the one 

(49) 4 
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side, his Lordship, Dr. Kilgour, Mr. James Ross, 
clothier. Dr. Jackson, Mr. William Leslie, Mr. James 
Adam, Herald ; and on the other side. Provost Webster, 
Baillie Forbes, Mr. James Giles, R.S.A., Mr. Robert 
Kemp. The meeting lasted close upon two hours with 
the result that procedure with the Bill, so far as general 
principles were concerned, was carried by a sweeping 
majority. The proposal as to vesting the management 
of police affairs in the Council was left over for further 
consideration. 

One name is included above which has not hitherto 
appeared in our reminiscent pages — ^Mr. James Ross. 
But he is well worthy a sentence, for he was a gentleman 
of ability, clear-headed, well-informed, and a really 
excellent speaker. Mr. Ross — he began work at nine 
years of age at Gordon's Mills, Woodside — ^was a very 
successful George Street clothier and a staunch U.P. 
elder — with a gracious touch of humour — in the church 
of the Rev. James Stirling. He took, without being 
fussy, a keen and working interest in city affairs, while 
at the Synodical meetings in Edinburgh of the religious 
t>ody with which he was connected, he was recognised 
as one of the leading orators. Spare in form, lively in 
manner, it was ever a pleasure to have a passing word 
with James Ross. He entered the Town Council in 
1865, became a Baillie in 1869, and quietly spent the 
evening of life at Cults. He died in 1892 aged seventy- 
five. 

Mr. John Duncan, advocate, in presiding at the 
annual meeting of the Deeside Railway Company, faced 
his fellow shareholders in smiling mood. They knew, 
he said, that they were to get a six-per-cent. dividend, 
and, therefore, they would not care very much about his 
going minutely into details. This announcement, he 
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held, was the best proof that the management of the 
Ime had been successful. Very few lines paid this 
dividend. The progi*ess of traffic since 1854 was most 
encouraging. They were now looking hopefully forward 

to the Aboyne extension. ^A worthy and enterprising 

denizen was much missed — especially about the shore — 
at this date : Mr. William Duthie, the original head of 
the widely famous Footdee shipbuilding firm, died in 
his seventy-second year. A native of Stonehaven — to 
which town he ever evinced a warm-hearted feeling — 
he commenced business in Aberdeen so far back as 
1815, and was very successful in sending forth vessels 
that claimed admiration wherever seen alike for beauty 
of build and record of sailing speed. Besides attending 
closely to his own interests Mr. Duthie served for some 
years as a Police Commissioner and member of the 
Harbour Board. His firm continue to flourish. 

Matters musical were beginning to claim attention for 
coming winter diversion, the heralding of the very Queen 
of Song, Jenny lind, being the special subject of tuneful 
expectations, for not only was the fair Swede herself an 
unfailing magnet of attraction everywhere, but mark the 
standard of her companions coming North : Sims Reeves, 
Signor Bellitti, Signor Piatti, and H. Blagrove, the latter 
two princes amongst violoncello and violin players. At 
this date also came pleasing variety in the form of David 
Kennedy, Scottish vocalist. It was his first visit, and 
he was just, it may be said, creeping into favour. Ere 
his long career closed he had securely earned all the 
fame he cared for, along with a fair portion of this 
world's gear. Many a pleasant hour had we together, 
for apart from his exhaustless love of his country's songs 
and ballads, he joyed in sterling psalmody. Kennedy 
had been a working painter in Perth, and like a multitude 



52 ABERDEEN REMINISCENCES [1861 

of that craft, could give a good song. He became a 
precentor, saved a little money, got music lessons in 
Edinburgh, appeared there with some success, and now 
we have him in Aberdeen intimating an entertainment 
on the Songs of Scotland. He aimed at following in the 
path of John Wilson, and John Templeton, but knew 
well he had a long journey to travel ere he could reach 
where they had left off. He, therefore, went modestly 
about his work, and we will meet him again. There 
were not many more fair-forth-the-gait men on the road 

than my good friend David. At the theatre Mr. 

Wybert Rousby was playing to good houses for he was a 
favourite. His Macbeth and Sir Giles Overreach never 
failed to draw. 

The Town Council elections were now upon us, and 
indications were evident that opposition would be heard 
in various of the wards. There were to be seven 
vacancies in all around the table, including the seat of 
Mr. John Ligertwood, whose appointment to the Sheriff 
Clerkship had taken place. The leave-taking of the 
Councillors whose turn came to retire was of a singularly 
complimentary character. Provost Anderson in bidding 
these gentleman good-bye said : " It cannot fail to be 
gratifying to us all that I am able to state what you will 
all recognise as literally true — ^that not only has no word 
been uttered by any of us with intent to wound the feel- 
ings of another, but that no such word has escaped any 
member of the Council even in the heat of debate". 
This plain utterance drew forth the most hearty con- 
firming applause. The anticipated ward opposition 
came to little except in one case, that of Mr. Lachlan 
McKinnon, Junior, ironfounder. My readers may re- 
member this gentleman, having met him twice already, 
first when he unsuccessfully contested a Council seat in 
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1856, and again when as President of the Society of 
Advocates he acted as Chairman at the Bums Centenary 
Dinner, 1859. Mr. McKinnon now stood for the First 
"Ward, but somehow he was held in doubt by the very 
strict observers of the higher moralities. He was an 
educated independent citizen of the mad-wag bachelor 
order, and was reckoned with accordingly. A familiar 
friend of the chief of the Herald, he received effective 
support from that organ, and now secured the sought-for 
seat at the Town Council. He put everybody into good 
humour by the significant terms of his thanks to the 
electors through the papers, thus : ** I seek not to inquire 
into the causes of the ill-natured and unexpected opposi- 
tion I have met with ". Lachlan McKinnon had a mind 
of his own, and proved a zealous, a useful member of the 
Council. The result of the elections put five new men 
around the table, viz. : 1st Ward, William Adamson, 
sharebroker ; Lachlan McKinnon, ironf ounder ; 2nd 
Ward, William Paterson, druggist ; Robert Stevens, 
merchant ; 3rd Ward, William Lumsden, merchant. 
At the appointment of office-bearers the most im- 
portant vacancy, the Treasurership, was unanimously 
given to William Gordon, sharebroker, for the duties of 
which he was specially qualified through his business 
habits and his familiarity with the forms of Town Council 
procedure. Mr. Gordon, tall, well-built, thoughtful, was 
a most courteous gentleman, greatly liked by the members 
of the Press for his unfailing frankness, willingness to 
oblige, and considerate brevity of speech. And the 
pendUers, let me whisper, were quite as able as other 
folks to measure men — ^Aberdeen men. 

The Annual Report of the Mechanics Institution now 
issued by James Sinclair, the busy courteous secretary, 
showed that the pupils for 1860-61 ntunbered 948, a slight 
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falling off from the previous year. In the course of the 
remarks on the different departments the Directors made 
special reference to the fact that the Institution continued 
to be indebted to Mr. William Brebner, manager of the 
Equitable Loan Company, for his free services in teaching 
the French Classes. The students paid fees amounting 
to a considerable sum, but the money was all handed 
over to the Institution by the teacher for the purchase of 
expensive books. For how many years this true friend 
of the "Mechanics*' has devoted his spare hour ac- 
complishments to this educational labour of love I need 
not venture to state, but I have a vivid reminiscence of 
sitting beside him about the beginning of the *' forties '* 
in the choir seat of the Reverend James Stirling's church, 
George Street, when he followed the reading of the 
Scripture lessons from a French New Testament. I am 
not certain regarding Mr. Brebner's singing, but we had 
in John Hutchison one of the most tasteful precentors I 
ever came across. These were the days too when the 
minister's son of coming Senior Wranglership fame, now 
the Right Honourable Sir James Stirling, a Lord Justice 
of Appeal, was in his early boyhood. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Jenny Lind came, sang and conquered ! No visit in the 
musical line, so far as I can call to mind, ever awakened 
half the general interest that the coming of the fair, the 
gifted Swede did. She had been for a number of years 
before the English public but this was her first appearance 
in the North. Her name, her fame, however, were house- 
hold words. Jenny was now Madame Goldschmidt, and 
her husband became her constant companion as piano 
accompanist. They were a loving, a brilliant couple, and 
had worthy associates with them. They gave two con- 
certs, the first on the Friday evening, the second next 
afternoon. The prices ranged from a guinea to five 
shillings, and there were splendid audiences. The pro- 
grammes were admirably adapted to display the merits 
of the respective performers, all of whom it may be said 
were in the very heyday of their artistic bloom and 
power. Much of the music was, of course, of a high- 
class operatic standard, but there was a judicious intro- 
duction of well-known simpler pieces, songs and ballads. 
On the Saturday the first half of the programme consisted 
entirely of selections from the oratorios of Handel, 
Mendelssohn, Haydn, so that there were attractive sacred 
examples from the great masters — examples fitted alike 
to impress and instruct. It is just possible, however, 
that to the great majority of the listeners the heart- 
touching, the winning, natural simplicity with which 
Madame Goldschmidt sang John Anderson my John 

(yes, John, that was her version, and she had good 

(55) 
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authority for it), the maimer in which she rendered that 
tender little story and the pathetic Land o* the Leal were 
the jewels of the evening and morning. Hundreds of 
heads were bowed, hundreds of eyes grew dim in tribute 
to the marvellous touch and charm of the singer. 

The coming of Jenny Lind and her companions may 
safely enough be accounted as something of the angel 
visitation order — certainly there has been nothing to equal 
it, in my experience, since. Many who were present at 
the concerts must have fully realised the feeling of 
Wordsworth's Solitary Beaper : — 

The mtisic in my heart I bore 
Long after it was heard no more. 

Nor was the gain of the visit to Aberdeen by any means 
one-sided. In an interview with Madame Goldschmidt 
and her husband which they had requested, Provost 
Anderson had the unexpected gratification of receiving 
from the lady a cheque for One Hundred Guineas to be 
distributed amongst such local charities as he might 
select. His Lordship hesitated to accept such a sum, 
any sum. Jenny's voice, however, prevailed. 

But it is now late autumn so let us up Deeside a bit 
for what was called an Aberdeenshire Harvest Idyll : — 

TWINm* RAIPS. 

A cheerless, canld and da^^gy day, whan the hairst was at its hicht, 

Whan scythes and rakes lay idle a', and the " hands " wished sair for nicht : 

The draggelt com grew bent wi' weet, the heat took in the stooks, 

And the Farmer dandered here and there wi* sad and serious looks : 

Young Sandy Leal, aye ripe for wark, a lad o' eident will, 

Socht oot the lichtest thraw-crook there, and nudgin' Annie Milne, 

Said — " Idletie*s a tiresome job, come Annie to the laft. 

There's nae a single raip yet made — The Maister will ging daft ; 

The crap maun seen be cairtet hame, and thacket in the yard, 

'Tis time we wiz preparin', or the foreman, Jamie Ward, 

Will neither be to hand nor bynn, but raisin' sic a soun' 

Gin oor things arena' first and best, owre a' the Parish roun'." 
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Blythe Annie Milne : a tidier lass ne'er dwalt in Marycooter, 

She kent her place, and keepit it, wi' Tmth, saifgaird, about 'er ; 

A score o' lads, frank, free o' han', wad fain hae won her smiles, 

And some o* them, on Sundays, trampit to the Kirk for miles. 

But Sandy Leal and Annie Milne were members o' the Quire, 

And, servin' at the same fairm toon Hboot tunes wad never tire : 

Syne Music's sic a witchin' thing (wae worth it, I hae sat 

Till 'neath its spell, wi' happiness, I've bowed my heid and grat). 

Nae winder then this twasome should contrive to meet thegither. 

And ne'er compleen if time brocht roon' the thraw-crook kind o' weather : 

They'd twine and sing, pleased wi' themsel's, and never bate a jot, 

While thro' the laft richt tunefu' rang St KUda, Wareham, Scott, 

Noo, Sandy, Annie had jalonsed, at pen-wark tried his skill, 
His heid, she vow'd, " it jist was stuff 'd wi' Bums and Tannahill " ; 
So when they haltit for a rest, and bye the crook they flang, 
Wi' airtless grace she smiling said — " O, Sandy, gi'es a sang ". 
The very thing he wantit — ^had wish'd for mony a time. 
Then looking fondly in her face, he liltit this bit rhyme : — 

Rosie Rait, baith ear' and late, 

Aft I think aboot ye : 
Mom and nicht your een's leal licht, 

Wi* winnin' wiles salute me ; 
I ken the charm o' that sweet smile, 
Your voice wad Sorrow's sel' beguile, — 
I'd ask nae richer boon frae fate — 
Were ye my ain — dear Rosie Rait. 

Rosie Rait, were ye my mate, 

Nae ill should e'er betide ye ; 
On this fond breast, safe ye wad rest. 

My hope, my heaven, beside thee : 
For you I'd spend my chiefest powers, 
I'd sing thy worth in evening hours : 
My service and my song should wait 
Thy pleasure aye— dear Rosie Rait. 

Rosie Rait, though rank and state 

I honour as a duty ; 
Yet modest grace, pure heart, kind face, 

Ha'e mair to me o' beauty : 
Gear may be gathered, glory won. 
Wealth's nae my star, nor fame my sun ; 
Love rules my soul, and doth create 
Thee mistress there— dear Rosie Rait. 



58 ABERDEEN REMINISCENCES [1861 

There's little in the simple thing, bat Sandy kent his text, 
And, as he sang, poor Annie look*d (O ! woman-like), gey vext : 
" Fa's Rosie Rait ? " she froonin' speer'd, and broke a hairmless strae — 
" I think we've deen aneach o' wark — ^I promised Jamie Gray, 
To meet him " — ^but her heart grew gryte, a hidden tear-drop fell, 
When Sandy, grippin' baith her hands, cried — "Rosie's jist yersel' ; 
O, Annie, weel ye ken my thochts," — Bat here let's close the scene, 
May no dark storm-doud ever come this hamble pair between : 
Methinks I hear the Christmas beUs proclaiming — Joy and Peace — 
The Harvest-time of Love and Hope on earth shall never cease. 

People who were waiting anxiously for fulfilment of the 
important proposal between the South and North Railway 
Directors for the much-desired through-traffic line by 
the Denbum scheme got a sudden, a saddening damper 
to their hopes by reading an advertisement announcing 
'* The Scottish Northern Junction Railway Company with, 
a capital of £130,000 in £10 shares ". There could be 
no doubt of what was meant for the prospectus bore the 
names of John Stirling of Kippenross ; John Dimcan, 
Aberdeen ; John Webster, solicitor ; John T. Willet, 
engineer ; Irvine Kempt, secretary. A faint sough had 
been heard boding something of the project, but this 
peremptory advance to battle made folks pause and 
think. The proposed line — ^twenty-one miles in length 
— was to commence by a junction with the Scottish 
North-Eastem Railway at Limpet Mill, some ten miles 
from Aberdeen, to pass thence by Netherley, Maryculter, 
Peterculter and Skene to Kintore, joining the Great North 
at that Royal Burgh. The cause of the split between the 
two companies was very doubtful, but the general feeling 
leaned to the belief that the Great North were most to 
blame — ^they got frightened at the cost of the necessary 
Denbum operations. The postponement of the scheme 
caused much irritation and strong speaking, about which 

we will hear more anon. Templeton's African Opera 

Troupe repeated their former successes in the Music Hall 
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to numerous audiences. They were a wonderfully clever 
crowd, and afforded much amusement to the lovers of 
Darkle minstrelsy and plantation frolics. Wambold, the 
principal tenor, possessed a beautiful voice. His singing 
of the solo in Beautiful Star and Mary Blane^ most care- 
fully attended by the band, was a real treat to musical 
ears, while Blamphin, the harpist, was much above the 
ordinary professors of that charming instrument. His 
accompaniments to a taking melody of his own, Bonnie 
Scotland, I Adore Thee, made the song for a time popular 
everywhere. Joe Brown, the champion dancer and chief 
comedian, continued to hold high place, while Mr. Eglinton, 
the '* lady soprano " of the troupe, was the cause of much 
comment and minor gambling amongst doubters as to 
his baby-bom sex. Eglinton had an organ of extensive 
compass in the upper register, which not a few held could 
only belong to a female. He was accompanied, however, 
one afternoon by several of a family, and was certainly 
a man — a modest one. 

The bearer of an old historic name, Mr. Alexander 
Forbes Irvine, of Drum, passed away at this date in his 
eighty-fifth year. He represented one of the most ancient 
and illustrious families in Scotland, his house dating from 
the momentous days of King Robert the Bruce, 1323. 
Apart from this, deceased was greatly respected for his 
personal worth and unostentatious manner. A true 

Christian gentleman in every thought and act. ^Two 

aged citizens also were missed — Charles Fyfe, popular 
for the excellence of his snuff and tobacco which won 
him many customers at his Union Street shop just opposite, 
if I remember rightly, the Adelphi Court. Then James 
Allan, of the now long-established firm — 1818 — of Allan 
&: Macallan, cabinetmakers, died in bis seventieth year. 
^The published harbour accounts showed that busi- 
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ness matters were going satisfactorily with our shipping 
community. The revenue for the year as to September 
amounted to £28,436, and the total expenditure to 
£19,351, giving a healthy surplus of £9,085. 

Sunday morning 15th December, 1861, was ushered in 
by the unwelcome tidings of the death of our beloved 
sovereign's illustrious Consort, Prince Albert. Little had 
been heard of the illness of His Royal Highness, and 
there was an immediate and universal feeling of deepest 
sympathy for Her Majesty. '* The Queen," were the first 
words of every one on hearing the sad news. The intel- 
ligence reached Aberdeen just about half-past ten o'clock 
when the churches were going in, and was first made 
known to a number of congregations from the pulpits. 
The sincerest sorrow prevailed everywhere whenever 
the tidings were circulated — and nowhere was that sorrow 
more sympathetic than in Aberdeen and its Shire. The 
close connection which had so long existed between the 
Court and the dwellers on Deeside made the feeling of 
regret peculiarily keen in the North. There was a sad 
blank about Balmoral, and many testimonies were borne 
to the high and generous character of the departed Prince. 
It may indeed be said that 1861 closed in a cloud of 
mourning. 

. . . This is truth the poet sings, 
That a sorrow's crown of sorrow is remembering happier things. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

IT need scarcely be said that Aberdeen through its Town 
Council was amongst the first cities in the United Kingdom 
to offer words of respectful condolence to our widowed 
Queen. This was done in suitable terms, and the same 
remark applies to the becoming proceedings of the other 
representative public bodies. Perhaps the meeting here- 
about of this nature that obtained greatest attention was 
that of the noblemen, gentlemen, Justices of the Peace 
and landowners of Kincardine, held in the County Hall, 
Stonehaven. There was a numerous assemblage and a 
deep feeling of prayerf ulness prevailed throughout. This 
feeling was, no doubt, prompted by the reverential manner 
in which the Earl of Kintore, as Chairman, introduced the 
business. His Lordship commenced thus : '' Gentlemen — 
The very solemn occasion on which we are met calls for 
very few words from me. When God speaks, He speaks 
to us all, and in effect says — ' Let thy words be few '. The 
death of His Royal Highness the Prince Consort is, indeed, 
a national calamity." Proceeding in this earnest strain 
the noble Lord concluded : " Again and again let us go 
to the footstool of a throne of grace and say, * God save the 
Queen.' " The address proved the keynote of a meeting 
worthy the weighty occasion, and if to some minds there 
seemed just a shade of over-depression and gloom, yet 

the able Earl in those days spoke in a tone of dignified 
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sedateness that commanded regard. With the opening 

year — 1862 — ^welcome prospects of a speedy settlement 
between this country and the United States of a misunder- 
standing that threatened to lead to a bitter war were 
circulating. The English West Indian mail steamer 
Trent had been boarded by an American Federal frigate 
the San Jacobin and two passengers. Confederate Com- 
missioners, seized. Our home Cabinet held that the 
British flag had been grossly insulted, and heated 
meetings on both sides of the Atlantic, with high words 
and prepsurations for fight, followed. Fortunately the 
Federal President and Ministry came to see the question 
in much the same light as it appeared here, and peace 
was the result. This and the death of the Prince Consort 
constituted the chief imperial matters of the moment. 

Before me lies announcement of the Annual Re- 
union of the City of Aberdeen Rifle Volunteer Merchant 
Company : it created a deal of talk, perhaps I might 
say " chaff," of a good-natured kind. There was gener- 
ally, and savingly, a fair amount of the esprit de corps 
feeling amongst our Volunteer Companies — each trying 
to excel in some desirable manner at their yearly as- 
semblys. Captain William Stevenson, tea merchant, 
was by no means slow in seeing that the ''Merchants' 
Company" should not lag behind in this respect, and 
the Reunion we are now at, while it embraced a concert 
of vocal and instrumental music — ^with needful sub- 
stantial refreshments — was advertised to conclude with 
" a promenade and ball," the public being admitted by 
payment to the gallery of the Music Hall to witness 
the grand finale. This was all right, right and attractive. 
Most faithfully did the spirited, occasionally erratic 
Captain, join in the doings, zealously supported by four 
comrades then well known in local Volimteer circles. 
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namely, Lieutenant William Scott, representative of a 
famous London glove house ; Ensign David Knox, iron 
merchant ; Sergeant Maule, bookseller, and Private 
John Milne, city assessor. All these gentlemen sold 
tickets, and had pleasant reward for their love labours. 
William Stevenson took much pride in his regiment ; 
was a ^irited citizen, and chief promoter of one of our 
best Hotels — ^the Imperial. He died 1877, aged forty-nine. 
Aberdeen Choral Union commenced their season 
with a programme which included the name of a singer 
"who was destined to secure great success with cheap 
concert audiences over the whole of Scotland. This 
was Miss Helen Kirk. She was of Glasgow upbringing, 
and had been in very humble circumstances when she 
was by chance heard in the street and sent to a profes- 
sional teacher in that musical city. He trained the 
young aspirant carefully, and as she possessed an ex- 
cellent contralto voice, and a natural, a genuine instinct 
for Scottish songs, she took to the concert platforms and 
became quite a favourite, more particularly at enter- 
tainments promoted by members of Total Abstaining 
Societies. Indeed, for six or eight years it may be 
doubted if any name was in Scotland more attractive to 
Saturday evening entertainment goers than that of Helen 
Kirk. She had little claim to rank amongst the higher 
class vocalists, but in addition to a good voice, she had 
a pleasing personality, pronounced her words in a way 
everybody could follow, and wisely limited herself to 
simple, tuneful songs. She took with the working class 
musical folks of our city at once, and sent some half- 
dozen much-respected citizens, including a learned Shirra, 
who were promoters of the Saturday evening meetings 
in the '' Sixties," Helen sent them one and all a kind of 
half-daft. Never were knights of valour more devoted 
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to dames of high degree than some of the very best of 
my personal friends — married and single — were to this 
sweet singer of Saint Mungo. Their attentions were 
pretty well known, and a bit of humoursome operatic 
libretto which got into limited liability circulation was 
supposed to hit off their several weaknesses fairly welL 
They took no offence and the lady was, of course, 
delighted. One recitative by the united courtiers went 
thus in what was titled, Arte Lay of ye Kirk : — 

No more we'll hasten to the train, 

On Saturdays in sleet or rain : 

No more we'll walk with her on Sunday, 

And see her off again on Monday : 

No mother, sister, wife or bairns, 

When she is here can ere concern's, 

Wrapt up in her, though doom were knellin', 

Our last deep gasp would be — Dear Helen ! 

One of the kindest, most deeply wounded of the admirers 
was in the chronometrical line, and he revealed himself 
in a baritone solo, thus : — 

Sweet Helen Kirk, sweet Helen Kirk, 

Thy licht is gane and a' is mirk ; 

The sun may set at aince for me 

And watches frae their mainsprings flee. 

Great pendulums may stop their waggin'. 

Even time itsel' grow faint and laggin*. 

My hour is struck — ^life's out of tune, 

Hope's chain is broken, fair run doon. 

I'm pierced with Love's most direful dirk — 

'Twas thy charm did it — Helen Kirk. 

Our lyric visitor had a very pleasant time in Aberdeen, 
and deserved the favour she earned ; but, poor soul, 
success and doubtful professional company dimmed the 
^mour, the glory of her earlier day. There are, I feel 
sure, not a few amongst us still who retain pleasant 
musical memories of hours spent with Miss Kirk in our 
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big hall. Her arch warbling of Bums' matchless Last 
May a Braw Wooer, her impressive rendering of John 
HuUah's fine setting of Three Fishers went Sailing, and 
the spirit she threw into Stephen Glover's catching 
melody, for the Bloom of my ain Native Heather, were 
always in their homely manner a healthy joy. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

There were great doings at the marriage of Mr. John 
Gordon, the wealthy laird of Cluny, to Miss Clara M. I. 
DGliyte, daughter of the Rev. James Whyte, Bonchurch, 
Isle of Wight. Rejoicings of unusual character were held 
over the widely situated estates of the bridegroom, the 
Lothians, Aberdeenshire, Banffshire, Inverness-shire, 
Nairnshire and the distant islands all simultaneously 
joining in the festivities. The lady was a stranger in the 
North, but her father had won authorship honours by his 
books Landmarks of English History and Landmarks of 

Grecian History, ^The death of Mr. Robert Duff of 

Fetteresso and Culter was much regretted. He was 
greatly beloved as a landlord, and much respected in our 
county circles. His ways, his couthy courtly ways, won 
hearts everywhere, and he showed by example how help- 
ful it was to live together in unity. Mr. Duff had been 
much in France, and his name was familiar in many 
quarters of that land. Galignani's Messenger, in noticing 
his death, wrote : '* His boundless charity and genuine 
kindness of heart will cause his loss to be severely felt, 
not only in his own country, but in Paris, where his 
memory will long survive as that of a generous and 
munificent benefactor." 

Our academical circles were jubilant over the intima- 
tion that the outstanding position of Senior Wrangler at 
Cambridge University had again been won by a northern 
— Mr. Thomas Barker. This young gentleman belonged 

to Old Aberdeen, and was a distinguished student of 

(66) 
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Sjng's College. ^Broad Street was also keeping well to 

the front, the London Council of Exlucation having con- 
ferred a First Certificate of Honour upon Mr. John 
Forbes, of Marischal College, Aberdeen, an able son of 

a well-known sire, Baillie James Forbes, merchant. 

During 1860, according to a jotting before me, there had 
been in St. Nicholas and Oldmachar parishes 2,501 
registered births, 1,702 deaths, and 605 marriages. Of 

the births 334 were illegitimate. Following up the 

proceedings in connection with the death of the Prince 
Consort, a public meeting was held in the Court House 
with the object of promoting some public recognition of 
his worth. Lord Provost Anderson presided, and there 
was a very influential gathering of the leading land- 
holders of the county and principal citizens. A com- 
mittee was appointed to determine as to the most fitting 
way of carrying the aim of the meeting into effect. 
There was variety of opinion on the subject. An en- 
thusiastic effort was made to have an imposing statue in 
Highland dress, but this was laughed at, and after a good 
deal of haggling a commission to carry out the work was 
confided to Baron Marochetti, a foreign sculptor of some 
considerable repute, popular at Court. Everybody knows 
the result. 

Towards the end of January a picked party of the 
Oldmeldrum Volunteers, under Captain Chalmers, came 
to Aberdeen to engage with Captain Hogarth's company in 
a shooting match. It took place at the Bay of Nigg range, 
and proved a hard-fought affair, there being only one 
point of difference at the close in favour of the homesters. 
The contest was watched with much interest. Both sides 
were a good deal in repute, indeed, it is but fair to say 
that no regiment was more heard about in Volunteer 
[s than that commanded by Captain ''Alick" 
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Hogarth. This gentleman was able to devote a consider- 
able amount of time to soldierly training and duties, and 
he did not spare himself in the interests of his comrades. 
The range distances were 200, 400, and 600 yards, and 
the totals came out : 4th Company, 148 ; Oldmeldrum, 147. 
The highest scorers on the winning side were Corporal 
David Smith, and Volunteer Harvey Hall, both of whom 
maintained their well-earned reputations as shots till 
they quitted the service. See these gentlemen yet in 
Union Street, and little change can be marked since the 
days when as sprightly youths they glowed with military 
ardour. The outstanding Oldmeldrum men were Colour- 
sergeant Bower and Volimteer Edmonston. In a sweep- 
stakes that followed the match, Mr. Hall won first place. 
An adjournment was then made to the favourite Huxter 
Row Lemon Tree Hotel where dinner was served, after 
which the townsmen conveyed their country brothers to 
the railway station and saw them safely away in the best 
of spirits — no one heartier than Ensign Jackson, for years 
to be the popular Provost of Inverurie. 

Fraserburgh was awake again to the necessity for 
railway extension, and with a unanimity now that gave 
hopeful promise of success. Baillie Chalmers, who pre- 
sided over an influential meeting, frankly owned that 
while he four years ago had pressed with all his might 
the claims of John Duncan's scheme, yet as it was now 
evident the Adam and Anderson party had possession of 
the field, he thought the Fraserburgh people should make 
the best terms they could in the matter. So spoke to 
the same effect Messrs. Park, Sleigh, and other important 
former opponents. Lord Saltoun intimated by letter his 
readiness to subscribe £5,000 to the proposed scheme 
of the Great North Company, and resolutions were passed 
unanimously in its favour. 
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The Royal Hotel Annual Salmon Dinner drew some 
150 citizens around the inviting tables of Host Robertson, 
whose catering accomplishments on such festive occasions 
have been already recorded. Town Councillor Lachlan 
McKinnon was in the chair, faced as croupier by "William 
B. Ferguson, wine merchant, Adelphi — 

A merrier man 
Within the limit of becoming mirth 
I never spent an hour's talk withal. 

One of us wrote a lilt — Blythe Willie Ferguson — which 
used to go well, but it has now, unhappily, no application. 
This greatly liked gentleman died 1881. 

The deaths of other three respected citizens occurred 
at this date : Mr. David Blaikie, of the firm of John Blaikie 
& Co., plumbers ; Mr. Robert Mitchell, manager of the 
Leith Sc Clyde Steam Shipping Company, and Dr. George 
Rainy. Mr. Blaikie, who was brother to Sir Thomas, 
was of a retiring disposition, taking little concern in city 
doings, preferring domestic life to public office. He had 
only reached his fifty-sixth year. Mr. Mitchell had faith- 
fully discharged his care-demanding duties for nearly 
forty years, and used to be at his post on the quay and 
the pier late and early. He had a tender heart towards 
honest working folks who might approach him short of 
the full passage fare to Leith. He was seventy-four at 
the time of his death. Dr. Rainy was a vigorous, hard- 
working physician, with a good practice. 



CHAPTER XV. 

The Town Council were pretty much engrossed with the 
Northern Junction Railway — ^the scheme for a line from 
Limpet Mill across country to Kintore. Party feeling 
came forcibly into action, the contending hosts being 
the Scottish North-Eastem and the Great North. The 
majority of the public — ^the trading public — had no lean- 
ing towards the new move, mainly because they thought 
it would tend to keep through traffic out of the town 
proper and injure the prosperity of the harbour. There 
was, however, a pronounced debate in the Council, the 
Adam and Anderson, and John Duncan propensities 
colouring much of the speaking. A motion by Councillor 
Angus Fraser to petition Parliament against the Bill, and 
an amendment by Baillie \t^illiam Adamson, declaring 
that there were no good grounds for opposing the measure, 
were spoken to at some length but with excellent feeling, 
and on a division the motion was carried by twelve votes 
to six. Mr. Fraser, its author, did not often trouble 
himself addressing the Council, but when he rose, he had 
a forcible style of delivery possessing what was called 
an ''impetuous temper". On this occasion he told his 
hearers frankly, amid applause, that he had a large 
interest at stake in the prosperity of the town, and he 
wished to see it flourishing, believing that his personal 
prosperity was so mixed up with the welfare of Aberdeen 
that if Aberdeen went down, he must go down with it. 
He carried on business at 74 Union Street, west comer 

of St Nicholas Street, of which valuable property he 
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became owner. His son, Dr. Angus Fraser, is widely 
known as one of our leading physicians, and a keen 
politician. BaiUie "William Adamson was one of our most 
popular citizens, frank, pushing, obliging to a degree, and 
an excellent business man. He dressed well and carried 
himself with a noticeably jaimty air. He was a ready 
speaker, and had the knack, a rare one, of dictating a 
good minute, which I delighted to take in shorthand. 
The Baillie was chairman for a period of the Asylum 
Committee of Management, and a whisper, they tell me, 
was wont to circulate that the genial and learned Doctor 
George Adam Smith — also a member of said Committee — 
maintained that the Clerk read the findings of that body 
as if he were pronouncing a benediction. Well, you see, 
I had sat long at the lug of the law in that order of con- 
clusions ! 

The Choral Union gave an excellent performance of 
Haydn's Creation. The solos were allotted to three 
highly competent artistes : Mrs, Sunderland, soprano ; 
Mr. George Perrin, a sweet- voiced tenor ; and Herr 
Formes, the famous basso. The trio made a special im- 
pression at a miscellaneous concert given on the night 
following the oratorio. Formes' rendering of his own then 
popular song In Sheltered Vale was a kind of triumph, 
while Mrs. Sunderland surpassed herself through the 
telling solo in the Now Tramp o'er Moss and Fell 
chorus. She seemed to inspire the Union by her dramatic 
delivery. Not the least enjoyable feature, however, of 
this concert was the exquisite playing of a here unknown 
Glasgow violinist, Thomas McLewie. He led the Union 
band, but it was when he gave Auld Bobin Gray, and 
0* a' the Airts the Win' can Blaw, as solos, that he quite 
caught and enraptured the audience — a very large one. 
Tom was something of a rover, a highly distinguished 
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pupil of the Royal Academy of Music, and assuredly a 
master of his instrument. I met him once or twice in a 
company of concert-hall comrades where we were both 
at home. ^The orchestra, singers and players, all ama- 
teurs, of the Roman Catholic Church, Huntly Street, 
gave an interesting programme of sacred pieces, no fewer 
than seven of which were the composition of the Rev. 
Dr. John Reid, a former pastor, already mentioned in our 

jottings. John Russell, painter, wielded the baton. 

Thomas Swinburne, an actor of decided ability, was play- 
ing in the theatre to limited audiences. Mrs. Pollock's 
season now closed. It had not been a very successful one. 

Except that the Rev. J. Wilson Hepburn was inducted 
to St. Clements, and the East congregation had resolved 
to send a call to the Rev. Colin McCuUoch of the First 
Charge, Montrose, nothing particular was stirring in Old 
Church circles. Little had been heard about the latter- 
named gentleman, but Provost Anderson at the Town 
Council spoke of him as being well known and of large 

experience. ^The Free Church Presbytery had before 

them a call for the third time from St. Andrew's Congre- 
gation, Melbourne, Australia, that the Rev. Dr. Walter 
Macgillivray of Gilcomston Church should go out to 
them. This leal-hearted, if somewhat hot-headed High- 
lander, was an important factor in his Presbytery : keen 
for debate, easily roused, a capital preacher. He did 
not seem much inclined to quit Aberdeen, and eventually 

declined. ^The Trustees of the deceased William 

Duthie, shipbuilder, purchased the estate of Caimbulg 
for £50,000. 

The haU-yearly meetings of the Scottish North-Eastem 
and the Great North directorates were fruitful of an 
ocean of speaking principally caused by the hitch in 
the Denbum Junction Scheme, and the promotion of the 
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cross-country line from Limpet Mill. Mr. George Reith 
was very outspoken as to the withdrawal of the Great 
North from the Denbum proposal, saying that while the 
directors, as a body, of that railway were favourable for 
the junction — ^they were members of a Board which 
seemed to be *' ruled by a single individual ". Mr. John 
Stewart, presiding a week or two after at the Great North 
meeting, took up the Reith glove and made a long reply, 
the gist of which was that an error of £15,725 had been 
made in the valuations, and his directors entertained 
doubts as to whether a cheaper route could not be ob- 
tained. Mr. Milne of Kinaldie and Dr. Kilgour (both 
known to my readers), counselled conciliation with over- 
tures for peace, but as the enemy was stiff-necked, so 
would the Great North remain unbending. fWliat seems 
now a strange bit of business came up — viz,, the state- 
ment that the return fare Aberdeen and Stonehaven 
journey was 3s., divided thus, 2s. 9d. to Stonehaven 
and 3d. back !) On the Limpet Mill proposal coming 
before a Committee of the House of Commons, there 
was a very stiff fight — ^there being giants in those days 
at the Parliamentary Bar — Hope Scott, Serjeant BeUasis, 
Mr. Denison, Mr. Huddleston, etc. The scheme was 
laid to sleep for a twelvemonth, and the awakening proved 
a somewhat boisterous uprising. The Great North had 
managed to lease the Deeside, guaranteeing a dividend 
of six per cent, to the shareholders. The Scottish 
North-Eastem found that this arrangement interfered 
most materially with their proposed crossing the country 
line to Kintore, and much recrimination followed. 

At the season's parade of the City Rifle Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Knight Erskine of Pittodrie assumed 
command for the first time. There was a fair turn out 
of the ten companies — 300 of all ranks being on the 
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Links. The Colonel, who then and always was a special 
favourite from his affable, gentlemanly manner, ex- 
pressed his great pleasure at meeting so many comrades* 
^The Free Congregation at Woodside were 



happy in the monumental tablet they now placed in the 
church in grateful remembrance of their late revered 
pastor, Robert Forbes. After reference to his birth, 
death and acquirements, the iiiscription on the marble 
slab reads : — 

In him 

The church lost one of its most efficient ministers, 

The congregation an earnest pastor, 

His family an affectionate father, 

The joung of the flock a tender shepherd, 

The afflicted a comforter, 

The poor a friend. 

The tablet was designed by Alexander Ellis, architect, 
and executed by Alexander Brodie, sculptor, both young 
men then fast gaining reputations in their respecting pro- 
fessions. 



<• 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Two candidates appeared for the University Chair of 
Chemistry, vacant throngh the decease of Dr. Andrew 
Fyfe, viz,, James Smith Brazier, who had been discharge* 
ing the duties for some years, and Professor Blyth of 
Belfast The first-named was appointed, and became 
very popular both with students and citizens. Mr. Brazier 

held office till his death in 1889. Several of our native 

artists, it was gratifying to note, had their works well 
hung this season in the London and Edinburgh Royal 
Academies. In the English exhibition the pictures of 
John Phillip and John Stirling attracted special attention, 
and James Cassie was steadily advancing in favour with 
the Scottish judges, his " Finnan' Fisherman's Fireside " 
being described as giving '*a better idea of the true 
colouring of the North Sea than that of any native artist, 
and not far below that prince of painters of the sea — 

J. C. Hook". Two prominent citizens disappeared 

from their wonted places at this period — Mr. Robert 
Shand, advocate, and the Rev. Hugh Hart. Mr. Shand 
has already appeared in our pages. He had been a 
member of the important legal firm of Jopp tc Shand, 
Gallowgate, for thirty years, and while recognised as a 
sound lawyer and much-trusted estate factor, he was 
equally popular as a humorist in the best of our town 
and county society. Small in stature, rotund in form, 
he was well known in public and enjoyed the reputation 
of being the very soul of good company in private. He 

had reached his sixty-second year. Hugh Hart moved 

(75) 



76 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1862 

in another, perhaps humbler, sphere, but m that sphere 
there could be no doubt of his popularity and usefulness. 
He was a native of Paisley, and in his earlier days had been 
connected as a preacher with the "Wesleyan Methodists. 
In 1825 he became minister of the Old Relief Congregation 
in our Shiprow — the church being up a court just about 
where the Douglas Hotel now stands. That site being 
required by the Aberdeen Market Company, the worship- 
pers built Zion Chapel, John Street, and there deceased 
laboured till the last. Throughout his thirty-seven years 
in our city Hugh Hart was looked upon as something of 
a character — a Christian character, however, notwith- 
standing that odd ways and views were attributed to 
him. It was an engaging sight to meet him going, con- 
stantly going, amongst his people. Of middle height, 
inclined to be portly, always most dlsurefully dressed in 
spotless black, white neckcloth, high collar, carrying a 
silver-mounted walking-stick, and wearing massive gold 
spectacles and watch seals, he might well be called the 
picture of clerical elegance and order. The Shiprow 
minister's peculiar style of preaching and the singing 
drew crowded evening audiences — ^the present writer 
being, as a boy, one of the frequent hearers. How that 
congregation did sing ! During the seventy odd years 
I have been giving some attention to the service of sacred 
song I have never heard any such manifestation of zeal, 
heart, vigour in congregational praise as used to enrapture 
me in the days when older, more sedate brains were 
cogitating over the Reform Bill of 1832 ! O ! the then 
glorious repeating tunes — New Lydia^ Desert, 8hirla7id, 
Devises, Easfgate, Oldham, Pembroke — didn't they go with 
a swing, aye with a swing and a ring that haimted me 
nightly in my humble boyish home? The precentor, a 
respectable master coal-carter, had a high-set penetrat- 
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ing tenor voice, every note of which told in his leading 
the "treble" of the tunes, lustily supported by a right 
loyal scratch choir. But this is away from the Shiprow 
Chapel pulpit, the occupant of which died in his seventy- 
eighth year. Hugh Hart remains with me to this day a 
kind of hallowed memory. 

The vacancy in the office of Convener of the County^ 
through the retirement of Mr. Thomson, of Banchory, 
was greatly exercising the patrons, and at the election 
there was one of the largest representations of Town and 
County voting power ever known in the city. The candi- 
dates were Sir Andrew Leith Hay of Rannes, and Mr. 
Alexander Forbes Irvine of Drum. Both gentlemen had 
numerous influential supporters. Much more than the 
usual stir and warmth that were wont to characterise 
the sedate gatherings of the County body were displayed, 
and at a certain period when some personal allegation 
was made about Rannes canvassing for place and popu- 
larity, Sir Andrew "for aince fairly tent his temper," as 
an old farmer Justice said, and forcibly declared that 
he treated his accusers with "the most sovereign con- 
tempt ". He was appointed by sixty-three to thirty-three 
votes. " Locke's Macbeth Music " constituted the princi- 
pal feature of the summer Choral Union Concert, and 
proved a pleasing experiment. The soloists were Miss 
Kirk and Mr. Alfred Vroe, a Manchester baritone, with 
Mr. 'VT'ood, comet, and Mr. James Justice leading the band. 
Mr. "VIB^ood has been noticed already for his excellent 
services, and it is quite time to record that young James 
Justice was for years a valued mainstay in our local 
musical doings, his violin playing being always careful 
and effective. Mr. Justice filled a responsible position 
on our Custom House staff, and has for a considerable 
period discharged like duty at Harwich. 
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Brisk, bustling Commissioner George Stirling, once 
upon a time so well known as a successful Castle Street 
grocer, was arguing at the Police Board for better treat- 
ment to the farmers attending the weekly Friday 
markets. A number of them would not pay the penny 
fee of admission to the Corn Exchange, Hadden Street, 
and had been, therefore, ejected by the police when they 
did enter. The ardent Commissioner complained that 
his agricultural friends had been removed from Meal- 
market Lane ; then the Poultry Market, Queen Street ; then 
Castle Street ; then bade go to the Links ; and now they 
were interfered with in Hadden Street. Provost Ander- 
son lent a favourable ear to the case of the farmers 
" without whom the town (he said) would cut but a poor 
figure,*' and it was resolved to give the matter considera- 
tion, but Hadden Street still continues the favourite resort 
of our country cousins, though it has been pointed out 
that neither by law nor resolution can they be prevented 
from assembling on Castle Street " the land-mark " for 
their doing business having been the once well trodden 
Plainstanes. Through a somewhat alarming shortcom- 
ing of £800 in the Infirmary income as compared with 
the expenditure for the past year the Managers of the 
Hospital felt it necessary to grapple with the question of 
debt. The Treasurer prepared a long report giving de- 
tails as to the cost of maintenance and treatment of the 
patients and the general household management. Three 
of the medical staff were paid officials, and a committee 
proposed to withdraw the salaries, also to re-arrange 
the period of the staff service and to effect certain eco- 
nomies in the dietary of the inmates. These proposals 
were much discussed at the quarterly courts of the 
managers and commented upon in the newspapers. 
The crucial point lay in the feeling that the more elderly 
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members of the staff were monopolising places which it 
would be only fair the younger able professional men in 
the city should have a chance of filling, so that they might 
obtain the experience desirable to qualify them for the 
higher responsible hospital duties. This point was after 
sharp contention left an open question under the follow- 
ing resolution proposed by the Reverend John Adam, 
Free South Church, viz. : '' That it is not expedient for 
the Managers to bind themselves by any rule that might 
render it necessary for them to dispense with the services 
of medical men of the greatest use to the Hospital ". 
Regarding the salaries paid, three of the staff — only £100 
divided amongst them — it was agreed they should be 
withdrawn, the Managers finding themselves in the 
position of the Apothecary in the play — their poverty, 
but not their will, consented. The shortcoming in funds 
led to a most spirited competition amongst the working 
class to make up the leeway in the Hospital income. 
This they did effectively by Saturday evening concerts 
got up and conducted by themselves in the Music Hall. 
The Combmakers began the honourable endeavour, and 
were immediately followed by the other trades, the 
Carpenters, Joiners, Tailors, etc., and from this source 
alone there was realised the handsome total of £600. 

E^rly in June the Queen and Court left Balmoral. 
The weather during the visit had been of the most favour- 
able character, and Her Majesty, the public rejoiced to 
learn, was much benefited by her holiday in the High- 
lands. It was of course a quiet holiday, and it was 
touching to mark how .deeply the people of all ranks 
sympathised with their widowed sovereign. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

The Fusion of the Universities, with the accompanying 
Ordinances of the University Commissioners greatly 
affecting the long-existing Bursary arrangements, much 
was said and written regarding the hardship done the 
poorer class of students through uniting the numerous 
small bursaries and so increasing the larger ones. The 
Town Council were strongly against the alteration, as 
also were the County Commissioners. At a special meet- 
ing of the latter body Mr. Leslie of Powis made a telling, 
a characteristic speech. He instanced the many honours 
won at the great English Universities by comparatively 
poor northern scholars. There were, he said, '* the lads 
Barker and Slessor within the last three years, who had 
vindicated for themselves the highest positions in litera- 
ture ; both had gained the position of Senior W^rangler at 
Cambridge, and that was accomplished under the old 
system, before Fusion had been carried into effect. These 
two young men might, but for such aids as our Colleges 
formerly afforded, have been, the one following the 
plough in Buchan, the other plying the lapstone or 
shuttle in Old Aberdeen." 

Our cricketers were lively, but nothing striking in the 
match way came off. The Aberdeen Club played the 
Chanonry House, but it was a very one-sided affair, the 
former scoring 119, the latter 18. Aberdeen had then 
an afternoon with another local combination, the Thistle, 

and were again easy victors, the bowling of Colin Long- 
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muir and J. F. Lumsden being too much for their rivals. 

^Mr. A. W. Chalmers, who for thirty-seven years had 

been Governor of our local prison, was at this date un- 
fortunately drowned while bathing at the beach. Apart 
from his official duties Mr. Chalmers took much interest 
in all that related to philanthropic work. In this duty of 
good citizenship he is still well represented amongst us 
through his zealous grandson, the Reverend James Smith 

of St. Gcorge's-in-the-West. ^After some hanging-of-fire 

the Reverend Colin McCulloch was introduced minister 
of the East Church. The delay was not connected 
personally with the new pastor but arose from a pro-- 
posal to raise the seat rents to meet the increased 

stipend, £500. ^At the beginning of July the Buchan 

folks got their railway extended from Mintlaw to 
Peterhead. No special demonstration accompanied the 
proceeding. 

The July of this year — 1862 — ^is locally memorable 
as having given birth to our first great Volunteer Rifle 
Gathering. In several quarters the meeting had been 
written and spoken about under the ancient Scottish term 
of " The Wapinschaw," so well remembered by readers of 
Sir Salter's Old Mortality. (Will there ever be another 
Cuddie Headrigg and his mither?) There arose some 
little jealousy regarding this naming of the coming as- 
sembly of the Volunteer hosts — "The Wapinschaw" — 
the happy thought, let it be recalled, of Major Innes and 
heartily adopted by William Forsyth of the Journal^ 
Captain of the Aberdeen City Artillery. The Herald 
rather threw cold water upon the choice of title, but it 
became popular and remains so. The meeting proved a 
gratifying success. The weather broke into beauty, and 
the Links were a sight to see. Once more let me admir- 
ingly re-quote tuneful George Davidson, bookseller — 

6 
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And o'er the beach and waving bents, 

Far as the golden sands, 
The City's joyous thousands thronged 

In merry laughing bands— 
The City's joyous thousands 

Clad in their best array 
Thronged o'er the beach and sandy bents 
And upwards where the swelling tents 

O'erlooked the sunny bay. 



It was calculated that at least forty thousand people were 
spectators of the military ongoings and shooting competi- 
tions. There was quite a torrent of brass-band music — 
some good, much of the junior order, but all the performers 
triumphant in their toil and everybody delighted. Due 
arrangements had been under authority made for public 
refreshment being handy, and there was no scarcity of 
accommodation for tired or thirsty holidayers. Three of 
the tents won special patronage " Mary Queen of Scots," 
*' Sebastopol," and ''The Volunteers," and being on re- 
cording duty several of us visited them all. The number 
of men uuder arms made a total of 2,529 — ^Regulars, 
Militia and Rifles, formed into two brigades under 
Colonel F. Eraser of the Depot, Colonel Knight Erskine 
and Major Innes, with Major-General "Walker, Commander 
of the Forces in Scotland as chief. The shooting competi- 
tions attracted great attention. Some excellent work was 
done, especially in the struggle for the blue-ribbon of the 
meeting—the Aberdeenshire Bugle, but there was not 
much surprise when the word went round that it had 
fallen to the 4th Company A.R.V. — Captain Alick 
Hogarth. The two highest scorers in this popular team 
were Corporal James Tytler and Private Harvey Hall, 
fellow apprentices in the office of Mr. Lachlan McKinnon, 
Junior, advocate, and this loyal citizen was very proud 
of their supremacy. The Aberdeen Shooting Badge — 
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a coveted honour — ^was won by Private George Wilken, of 
the Ellon company, whose name became familiar far and 
wide as an outstanding marksman. Over and over again 
Vilken formed one of the Scottish Twenty Team who 
fought for the Elcho Shield at Wimbledon, and I have 
heard volunteers speaking of the " Ellon lad," as amongst 
the finest scientific shots of his time. He did good service 
to Angus Cameron, in the coaching way, when that 
Spey-side volunteer twice carried off the Queen's Prize, 
and my friend's pleasant home at Waterside of Forbes, 
Alford, became quite a museum of costly prizes. The 
Ladies* County Brooch was carried by Corporal Mackie, 
of the Hogarth team, and when Sir Andrew Leith Hay, 
as Convener of the County, in making the presentation 
hoped the winner would always prove a true and faithful 
knight to defend the ladies, " Sandy " laughed and the 
listeners cheered. He was for a period landlord of the 
then well-patronised Northern Hotel, comer of Bon-Accord 
Street, opposite to where the U. F. West Church stands. 
There was a grand ball in connection with the doings, and 
altogether our first Wapinschaw was an encouraging 
success — ^thanks in no small measure to the untiring 
labours of the young Laird of Leamey ; the author of 
The Silver City by the Sea, and Mr. Abram Batten, 
Secretary of the Aberdeen Rifle Association. 

"Wilson, the Aberdeen Photographer,'* now took 
higher rank than ever through some exquisite specimens 
of his skill sent to the Great International Exhibition, 
London. He was awarded a first place medal. Several 
of the critics spoke of his work as surpassing anything 
they had hitherto seen, especially selecting for praise 
"The Land's End, Cornwall, with the waves breaking 
over the rocks** — a picture which for artistic effect 
joined with periect manipulation stood quite unrivalled. 
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About this time also , two young brothers Burr , belong- 
ing to our Gallowgate, were taking position in London 
for the cleverness of their paintings of Scottish domestic 
interiors after the WiUde manner. They never came this 
way, but I remember John Phillip, R.A., speaking to me 
highly of them. There was some little bit of romance 

connected with their London career. At a meeting in 

celebration of his recent marriage given by Mr. Gordon 
of Climy, at his Aberdeenshire Castle, *' a mix and 
mingle, married and single " festivity, pretty common at 
that date but not much heard of now, is recorded. After 
dinner when the tables were cleared, the noble Baron of 
Beef in the centre of the hall gave place to ''a bushel 
measure filled to the brim with reeking toddy from 
whence all glasses around were replenished '*. 

Her Majesty the Queen, with the Prince of Wales 
and other members of the Royal Family, had arrived at 
Balmoral towards the end of July. There was an 
unusually numerous suite and attendants — ^200 in all 
was mentioned. A guard of honour composed of 50 
rank and file of the 93rd Highlanders, under the command 
of Major Dawson, Lieutenant Macnamara, and Ensign 
Lowndes was also at the Castle. The Highland visit was 
unmarked by any demonstration during either arrival, 
stay or departure. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Considerable interest, more particularly throughout 
the counties, was steadily growing anent the entertain- 
ment to be given to Mr. William McCombie, Tillyfour, 
in acknowledgment of his eminence as a breeder of black 
cattle. It was fixed to take place in connection with the 
Autumn Show of the Royal Northern Association, and it 
passed off most successfully — upwards of 400 gentle- 
men dining together in the Music Hall. The Marquis 
of Huntly presided, having as croupiers Sir Andrew 
Leith Hay, Sir James D. H. Elphinstone, M.P., and Mr. 
Farquharson of Haughton. The company included the 
chief proprietors, leading agriculturists and farmers in 
the three surrounding counties, while not a few famed 
breeders of stock from a distance were present. For 
William McCombie's name and fame were, it may be 
said, world wide. "Tillyfour" was a word of weight 
wherever the subject of first-class cattle came under dis- 
cussion. And he was a worthy of weight himself. A 
man say of sixty odds as we now have him, the observed 
of all observers in the Music Hall, at the right hand of 
his friend the noble President. Tall, broadly chested, 
somewhat softish in make — but in make only — douce in 
feature when approaching you, and cautious in speech 
till he felt the bent of things, then keen and compassing 
as a model of Aberdeenshire shrewdness. The Laird of 
Tillyfour was much respected as a neighbour, and his 
opinion upon matters in everything relating to agri- 
culture and to field labour eagerly sought for. Hence 
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the varied and influential company now assembled to do 
him honour. There was a great volume of speechifying, 
while no fewer than 270 gold and silver prizes, local, 
national and international, won over long years , were dis- 
played in the hall, testifying to the supremacy of the 
guest of the day as a breeder of stock. (Under date, July, 
1902, Mr. John Milne, auctioneer, announced the sale of 
this most unique collection of trophies. Also a rare tea 
service of 29 articles including " cup and saucer used by 
her late Majesty Queen Victoria on the occasion of her 
visit to Tillyfour".) 

Cricket continued lively and Bowring the Aberdeen- 
shire club's professional, got his benefit, the teams 
being Married versus Single. The bachelor members 
prevailed. The two principal clubs — ^the Aberdeenshire 
and the Bon-Accord — ^then met and had a keen and 
specially interesting contest from the circumstance that 
amongst the latter team was a young working lad, 
Ritchie, a one-armed player. Amid generous all-round 
applause he made 46 runs and captured ten wickets. 
The finish was very close — ^thus, Aberdeenshire 181, 

Bon- Accord 178. In the course of the month — 

August — our Infirmary lost two respected members of 
its staff— Dr. George Jaffray Nicol, and Dr. William 
Laing, The former— comparatively young, fifty-two — 
had been for fifteen years connected with the hospital 
and had an excellent private practice. Dr. Nicol was 
much esteemed alike by the medical profession and the 
public generally, (His brother, Mr. Alexander Nicol, 
became Lord Provost of the city in 1866). Dr. Laing, 
who had reached his seventy-ninth year, was in his 
earlier life a surgeon in the army, then settling down in 
Aberdeen he secured a desirable private practice and 
gave the Infirmary twenty years of his skill and ex- 



1862] A DOCTOR OF THE OLD SCHOOL 87 

perience. Dr. Laing was (like Dr. Nicol) an elder in 
the Old West Church, and being musical became inter- 
ested in the Psalmody when I was responsible for that 
portion of the service. He was a singularly kind and 
amiable little gentleman. 

Speaking of physicians, I wonder if ever there was 
within the noble order a man more trusted, better 
beloved, than the old Doctor of Wartle? It would, to 
my thinking, be difficult to name such. Samuel David- 
son might have sat for the living picture of the leal leech 
of Drumtochty, so faithfully presented in feeling and 
habits by Ian MacLaren in his fine sketch A Doctor of 
the Old School. Well and righteously indeed did the 
folks, gentle and simple, over a wide area of the Garioch, 
know and value their stalwart unfailing friend and 
bodily caretaker. And this feeling a numerous body of 
them for the second time now assembled to manifest. 
The gathering was held at Pitcaple Inn — ^Mr. William 
Leslie, M.P., presiding, with the Rev. Archibald Storie, 
the most genial minister of Insch, at the other end of the 
table. In the course of the afternoon the heartiest testi- 
mony was borne by various speakers to the worth and 
services of the guest, and all this was very happily 
capped by an anecdote the Chairman told with catching 
spirit. He (Mr. Leslie) was on a certain occasion 
talking to a neighbour about Dr. Davidson and re- 
marked, in the usual country-side phraseology, that ' ' he 
would be a sair missed man ". " Ay (said his friend), 
ay, it would be dootless difficult to fill his place, but 
to get anither Doctor's wife would be an unpossibility." 
This hit the nail on the head, true and straight. What 
a delightful, unpretentious home they had at Meikle 
Wartie. William Alexander, my press comrade, and 
Dr. Davidson were great friends in earlier days, and as 
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this friendship never knew tire nor decay, I was more 
than once a visitor with William at 'Wartle. Surely 
if ever there was a picture of conjugal domestic happi- 
ness to be met, it was to be witnessed in its " growing 
old " period in that house. Mrs. Davidson was a help- 
mate indeed, and as instance I take the liberty of giving 
one simple scene that greatly delighted the author of 
Johnny Gibb — a master of the school of Scottish bye- 
gone life. While the Doctor might be at his morning 
meal, a sudden call would come from some one ill. 
Instantly the observant lady wife would be on foot 
looking out for and filling the cherished companion 
pipe ready to light it and send her husband away on his 
healing mission happy — and hopeful. It did one*s heart 
good to note the mutual helpfulness. The Doctor and 
the Pressman did not agree on politics, and war was 
occasionally proclaimed. As my readers know William 
Alexander was minus a leg, and his Wartle host, a 
staunch Conservative, had been the operator. When, 
therefore, the Free Press, through its Sub-Editor's pen 
went against the Laird of Wartle in his recent canvas 
for the county representation the Doctor did not hesitate 
to declare his feeling thus : '' O'd set him, Willie Alex- 
ander, 0*d set him ; had I but kent he would ever come 
to this in's writing — instead of cuttin' aff his leg I wad 
cuttit aff his very heid '*. But let us finish the Pitcaple 
dinner — ^its accompaniments were worthy of the men o* 
the Garioch. A handsome gold watch, and a purse of 
150 sovereigns, surely an eloquent tribute for work well 
done. Dr. and Mrs. Davidson, they are both gone, had 
a family of marked ability, one of whom, William Leslie, 
has been for some years the scholarly Professor of Logic 
in the University of Aberdeen. 

Amongst the better drawing entertainments of the 
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autumn was what was styled, through enormous posters, a 
Grand Pedestrian Gala given within the Aberdeenshire 
Cricket Grotmd by Deerfoot, a so-called famous Indian 
runner, assisted by some professional companions. A 
couple of thousand spectators assembled but the grand 
'* Gala " turned out a poor affair — ^the boasted fleet-of-foot 
Indian coming in third man in a five mile race ! The 
walking and vaulting saved the show from being a fiasco. 

At the theatre Mr. Henry Talbot was fulfilling another 

engagement, and with ripening power. His Sir Giles 
Overreach in A New Way to Pay Old Debts was a really 

superior performance. Rosa Bonheur's great picture, 

*' The Horse Fair," was exhibiting in the saloon of Hay & 

Lyall, and commanding much admiration. Sir James 

Elphinstone, presiding at the half yearly meeting of the 
Great North Railway, congratulated the shareholders 
upon the maintenance of their dividend — 7^ per cent. — 
and the excellence of their working plant, with the 
adoption of the Krupp engine tyre which, he said, 
'* appeared to be the most extraordinary thing ever in- 
vented, being indestructible''. He also intimated that 
the controversy between the local steam shipping com- 
panies had been brought to a successful conclusion, and 
the two undertakings consolidated. Sir James added 
that he was happy to say, " and it was but just to say it, 
this pleasant state of matters was owing in great measure 
to the sagacity of their fellow director Mr. John Stewart ". 



CHAPTER XIX. 

The Aberdeen Diocesan Synod — Bishop Suther presiding 
over a numerous attendance of members — ^held several 
meetings chiefly in connection with the Canons of the 
English and Scotch Church offices. There was much 
dull and weary talk of little interest to outsiders, and my 
own remembrance of the debating is confined to one 
individual, the Reverend Doctor Gilbert Rorison, Peter- 
head. What a fluent, attractive speaker this fine-looking 
gentleman was ! Always when he rose there was a light- 
ing up of faces. His musical resonant voice ; his oratorical 
style of address were most inviting to the listeners, while 
to myself these attributes were afterwards magnified by 
the fact that he was the author of a fine hymn then just 
becoming known in Scotland and which I was in a way 
trying to popularise — 

Three in one, and one in three. 
Ruler of the earth and sea, 
Hear us, while we lift to Thee 
Holy chant and psalm. 

The verses got early place in Hymns Ancient and 
Modem, but I fancy they originally appeared in a Peter- 
head booklet. No doubt William L. Taylor, of that ilk, 
could, from his unique knowledge of such things, tell us. 
Along with a fine hymn an equally fine song may be 
fairly enough mentioned, and here is one, having also 
claim to native growth. It is not very much known, but 
some critics, entitled to be heard, have not hesitated to 

rank The Smith's a Gallant Firefnan beside A Man's a 
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Man for a* that of Boms, and Tlie Village Blacksmith of 
Longfellow. This is the way it breezily runs : — 

THE SMrrH'S A GALLANT FIREMAN. 

O, wha's the king o' oor toan-en\ an' keeps the lads in awe, man ? 
Wha has lasses nine or ten when some hae nane ava, man ? 
Wha can mak' as def Qy dance till we be like tae fa\ man, 
Whane'er the music o' his pipes is heard in cot or ha', man ? 
O, wha but Rab, the village smith ? — I wonder that ye speir, man ; 
Whar hae ye been a' yonr days whan this ye didna hear, man ? 
He's knicht o' war, an' lord o' love, an* king o' a' the shire, man — 
At feast or £ray, by nicht or day, the smith's a gallant fireman. 

O' wha can spend or spare a plack, an' aye hae twa behind it, 

Gie a frien* a helpin* han', an' never care to mind it 7 

Wha for honour's sacred cause an* honest independence, 

Like steadfast rock, wad daur the shock o' a the warl's vengeance ? 

O, Rab's the man wi' heart an' han,' tho' clad in rude attire, man ; 

Stem resolve an' iron nerve nae mair does he require, man ; 

He bends the bars o* bumin' steel as gin they were but wire, man, 

Dependin* aye upon himsel' — the smith's a gallant fireman. 

O, wha wad be a lordling*s slave — ^a thing withoot a name, man ? 
Wha wad beg frae ither folk what he micht hae at hame, man ? 
Wha wad squander a' his gear, an* syne gie fate the blame, man? — 
The growin* grass aboon his grave micht turn red wi' shame, man. 
Let folk deride, an* ca* it pride— be't mine to still aspire, man ; 
He that winna wale the road deserves tae dree the mire, man ; 
Let moral dignity an* worth your heart an* soul inspire, man ; 
Let*s honour pay whar honour's due — ^the smith*s a gallant fireman. 

This sturdy, manly effusion is the work of John 
Harrison, bom in Forglen, Banffshire, 1814, where he 
followed the plough till he was about out of his teens. 
Coming then to Aberdeen he obtained employment with 
George Maitland, local agent for the Messrs. Blackie, 
publishers, Glasgow, and so acquitted himself in their 
service that in time he held the important position of 
General Manager of their agencies throughout the United 
Elingdom. Calling one day upon Harrison in Edinburgh, 
and getting upon things vocal, he asked me if I knew an 
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auld fiddle spring The Smith's a Gallant Fireman ? Fine 
that : had danced to it a hundred times in Highland 
bam and Lowland laft. Handing me a bit of manuscript 
he said — Would this thing suit the music ? The *' thing " 
was instanter sung and re-sung in a then (alas ! "the then ") 
clear telling voice — when the author, pleased with his 
brain-birth, exclaimed — ''Man, Camie, I never thocht 
it was so good : tak' it and sing*t to our friends in 
Aberdeen ". He presented me with the copyright, and 
I have fulfilled his wish a thousand times. Mr. Harrison 
died, a much respected gentleman, in Liverpool, 1889. 

Town and County were not pulling well together in 
regard to much-needed improvement and extension of 
the Town House and the Court House. A committee 
of the Commissioners of Supply had recommended a 
plan which many thought entirely unworthy of Aberdeen 
and its Shire. By opponents it was styled a '' tee-fa* '* 
to be added to the existing buildings running along in 
rear of the Town House and Huxter Row. The Provost 
was at once up in arms and addressed a long communica- 
tion through the newspapers to the citizens and the 
Commissioners of Supply, " feeling satisfied that I should 
not do my duty did I fail to urge on the County to give 
further consideration to the subject*'. His Lordship's 
desire was for buildings such as would conveniently 
and fully accommodate meetings for the transaction of the 
business of City and County — all erected in juxtaposition. 
He pointed out with some force that the civic buildings 
were in such a state of decay that it was dangerous to 
admit any considerable assemblage into the Town Hall 
without erecting temporary supports. Many meetings 
were held and much consideration given to the subject. 
At length and last agreement was come to, plans prepared 
by Messrs. Kinnear & Peddie, architects, Edinburgh, esti- 
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mates accepted, and the called-for work of destruction 
begun. But to the older citizens this beginning was not 
witnessed altogether without regret. The foot of the 
Broadgate, the Narrow Wynd, the Auld Toon Hoose, 
the Tolbooth (*' the Mids o' Mar" of other days), and 
surroundings, were stored with historic memories of past 
events and notable men. Even the then current day 
yielded pleasant reflections associated with George 
Shepherd and Samuel Maclean, the booksellers ; "William 
Clark and Alexander Ytde the ironmongers ; Russell the 
tailor, and half a dozen other citizens of worth and wit. 
The places that knew them were to know them no more. 
Not a few of the leading citizens were much in favour of 
the top of Castle Street where the Salvation Army 
Barracks now stand being chosen for the site of the new 
municipal buildings, thus commanding a splendid position 
with an open straight-forward view of the entire length 
of Union Street. Pity they did not prevail in their 
desire. 



CHAPTERJJCX. 

Fresh railway projects and renewed personal recrimina- 
tion were again in the air — ^the continued outflow of the 
proposed Limpet Mill scheme. John Duncan and George 
Reith, whom we lately found of one mind in this matter, 
were now by pen at daggers drawn, a difference having 
occurred in connection with the Deeside and Great North 
collaboration. It really was diffictdt for the public to 
understand who were in earnest in the new warfare, but 
there was but one feeling regarding a scheme now set forth 
that, seeing the Denbum junction looked a thing of the 
past, the Great North should get to the General Station 
by a route no soul had heard of till it found sign and 
token through the engineers. From a word dropped by 
somebody — I forget who — ^this fresh project was christened 
"The Circumbendibus," and that single word — quite a 
round mouthful — ^that said word re-echoed verbally and 
by pen for many a long day. The scheme got other 
names, The Rubislaw Suburban, The Albyn Place Route, 
and so on. It was to come from the "Woodside and 
Stocket Hill way to our present Queen's Cross and Garden 
Place district. Then down the south side of Albyn Place, 
winding its circuitous course, several times underground, 
on to Guild Street, and interfering to a certain extent with 
the Hadden W^ool Mill property. It may be said that in 
the public eye the Circumbendibus found no favour, 
though some would rather accept it than allow the 
Limpet Mill proposal. There were others who, seeing 

farther through the situation than the general man on 
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the street, held that the Circumbendibus development 
was just a feint on the part of the Great North to force 
the hand of the Scottish North-Eastern Company to share 
more liberally in the making of the Denbum scheme. 
The annihilation of our fair, fashionable, favoured-by- 
nature "West End would be atrocious^ And so say all 
of us — ^now ! 

November was nigh and municipal changes were 
ringing. Baillie McHardy had been in civic harness for 
nine years, full of good work, and was now unbridling : 
so were others of the same team, while several fresh 
starters were ready to help pull the Town Council coach 
— amongst them Dr. Henry Jackson ; Mr. David Knox, 
ironmonger ; Mr. Patrick Cooper, advocate ; Mr. Alex- 
ander Morrison, silk mercer. These gentlemen were all 
successful in obtaining the seats of their ambition, while 
Mr. George Jamieson was with hearty good-will re-elected 
Dean of Guild. At the nomination meetings the main 
questions had been regarding a much-wished-for new 
Public Park and the antagonistic railway routes. All 
the candidates were favourable to the Park provided 
somebody would point out where the money was to come 
from, but no one did this and the subject was shunted. 
The Circumbendibus scheme obtained no support ; in- 
deed the general feeling on this project — abominable 
project it was called — ^was well voiced by Mr. Neil Smith, 
Junior, merchant, who declared that the "community 
wotdd rather be without a through-junction of the rail- 
ways for years than submit to the Circumbendibus ". And 
Neil Smith when he had to say a thing said it well. There 
were few better-known men in our city. He had himself 
filled the Dean's Chair and was still ready to aid in any 
desirable improvement. He sp9ke when warmed to his 
work in a measured oratorical manner and had much 
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persuasive power in addressing religious meetings. It 
may trtdy be said in Shakespearian phrase of Neil Smith 
that " his life was gentle," but I have heard him when 
nettled by opposition utter some unexpectedly bitter things, 
at least utter them in a very sharp tone. Fairly tall, lean 
and pale, indicating bodily weakness, Mr. Smith was a 
much- valued citizen. I met him often in connection with 

my Treasurership duties. ^At the maiden meeting of 

the new Council Mr. John Urquhart was promoted to the 
first Baillieship, Mr. Robert "Watson to the second, while 
the members chosen for the two vacancies on the bench 
were Mr. James Paterson, druggist, and Mr. \G^illiam 
Adamson, sharebroker, whom we know. Mr. Paterson 
was a tall, powerful gentleman — powerful not only in 
presence but also in the strong, solid grip he took of things 
in general and the way he spoke his mind. 

Our progressive rulers now turned their attention in 
earnest to the pressing need for further harbour im- 
provement, including a graving dock, and an able son 
of Bon- Accord, Mr. James Abemethy, C.E., prepared 
plans. The introduction of the additional supply of 
water also engaged careful attention. Plans were sub- 
mitted by Mr. James Simpson, C.E., London, a specialist 
in such matters, and adopted, while by his recommenda- 
tion, Robert Anderson, his principal assistant, was engaged 

to superintend the work. Old Aberdeen Town Council 

chose for their Provost the Very Reverend Principal Camp- 
bell. They were generally a strongish but exclusive 
body. I scarcely ever remember the press being invited 
to their meetings. 

By the death of Sir Andrew Leith Hay an important 
and popular figure disappeared from our city and county 
public life. Rannes has been frequently met with in 
these pages, and on such occasions my readers were 
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always in good company. Sir Andrew, born in Aber- 
deen, 1785, was undoubtedly one of the ablest and most 
conspicuous of our local magnates. Tall, well set up, 
pleasantly aubumish in colour, and with a soldierly 
carriage, his was a form to look at and be satisfied. The 
son of a General, young Hay early entered the army and 
saw much fighting life in the Peninsula — ^record of which 
he gave in two well-written volumes published with illus- 
trations from the author's own pencil. He took part in the 
battles of Talavera and Busaco, and was at the storming 
of San Sebastian. Sir Andrew was thus no fireside 
warrior. Coming home Rannes stood for the Elgin 
Burghs in the Liberal interest and was elected. In 
private life Sir Andrew was greatly esteemed. He was 
an excellent speaker, and if he in addressing a public or 
social meeting would indulge in the heroic, his audiences 
knew his tendency, and enjoyed the brave old soldier's 
eloquence. He died close on the fourscore, and was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest son Colonel Leith Hay, who com- 
manded the 93rd Highlanders throughout the Crimean 
struggle. He is understood to form one of the prominent 
figures in Robert Gibb's popular painting "The 
Red Line ". 



CHAPTER XXI. 

James Adam, of the Aberdeen Herald, died on the morn- 
ing of Monday, 10th November, 1862, in his fifty-fourth 
year, and no death of a townsman had occurred within my 
remembrance which created greater interest or was more 
discussed. The name of the famous editor — for locally 
speaking he was famous — had long been a household word 
not only in the city but throughout the northern counties. 
It cannot be said that this widespread recognition was in 
many quarters the outcome of admiration, for during his 
editorship of twenty-seven years his pen had wounded, 
it may with reason be said, almost as many as it had 
instructed or gratified. James Adam was a fearless 
writer, heedless of either praise or censure, and this 
statement was now, in his silence, the record of his lead- 
ing contemporaries. He came to Aberdeen shortly after 
the passing of the Reform Bill of 1832, and at once 
devoted the columns of the Herald to the cause of 
Liberalism. He soon became a power in that cause, 
the paper steadily increasing in influence and circulation. 
It was, however, the advent and conflicts of the Church 
Disruption of 1843 that in fullest measure awakened 
and stirred into fervent action the editorial knowledge 
and resources of James Adam. He took and held to 
the side of the Established Moderates, and was by no 
means sparing in the use of strong language against 
opponents. There can be no doubt but the Herald 
aroused a host of bitter and abiding enemies through the 

Disruption controversies. But still the paper grew in 
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circulation, and the fighting editor in general popularity. 
Having in preceding portions of these Reminiscences 
referred more than once to my warm-hearted press 
superior of past days, I need now only add that his death 
through lingering cancer called forth much written regret. 
No man knew Adam better than Alexander Russell, the 
powerful chief of the Scotsman, and he may therefore be 
fairly enough quoted as reflecting general contemporary 

opinion. The morning after the death Russell wrote : 
'* James Adam was one of the ablest men ever connected 
with the newspaper press, we shall not say of Scotland 
merely, but of the United Kingdom ". Notwithstanding 
the feeling with which the deceased was regarded in 
various circles, he was a company favourite, and much 
taken out. In return he entertained generously, and 
I have seen on different occasions more than a dozen of 
our most influential citizens around his table. In now 
recording, when drawing nigh to the fourscore, the fore- 
going, it is perhaps only natural that my thoughts should 
revert to the long gone time, and the pleasant hours spent 
at 113 High Street, Old Aberdeen, for many years the 
residence of the Adam family — 

Fond memory brings the light of other days around me, 

and here are some of the gentlemen whose faces I seem 
to see again : Mr. George Thompson, M.P. ; Dr. Alexander 
Kilgour ; Sir Thomas Blaikie ; Mr. John Angus ; Mr. John 
"Webster ; Dr. Robert Carruthers ; Mr. Alexander Nicol ; 
Sir Alexander Anderson ; Councillor T>arhlan McKinnon. 
All gone ! In those days I used quietly to lilt Moore's 
beautiful song from which the above line is quoted, and 
one of the verses comes feelingly home to me now : — 

I feel like one who treads alone, 

Some banqnet-hall deserted, 
Whose lights are fled, whose garlamds dead, 

And all but he departed. 
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Mr. Adam was at an early date succeeded in the Editor- 
ship of the Herald by Mr. Archibald Gillies, who ten 
years previously had, as my readers know, been con- 
nected with the paper. 

There were few lovers of high-class music even so 
far north as our own firesides but had heard of the re- 
nowned prima donna Madame Titiens, and of the equally 
famous Signor Giuglini, both of the Italian opera, London. 
The two were the reigning stars in their sphere — the lady 
for her perfect vocalism and fine acting, the gentleman 
for the possession of a voice of the most charming quality 
with rarest skill in his production method. They had 
never been in Aberdeen, and the announcement now 
issued by Richard Latter that he had made arrange- 
ments for the great artistes giving a concert in the Music 
Hall created quite a flutter of expectation. And, music- 
ally, expectation was fully realised. Anything surpassing 
the finish and purity of vocalism displayed it were 
difficult to conceive, but, alas ! the audience attendance 
was a sad disappointment. The most of the high-class 
seats had been engaged, but they were not half filled. I 
may hint the reason. Giuglini, who was a very hand- 
some young fellow, had come under the spell of a notori- 
ous London woman, married, beautiful and rich, who was 
equally under the influence of the fascinating tenor. A 
widespread fama followed the couple wherever they 
went, but of this fama the concert giver assuredly knew 
nothing. It got abroad, however, and that the woman 
was to be present at the performance, which she was. 
Hence the many empty places in the principal seats. 
Everybody was sorry for Mr. Latter ; he was a pecuniary 
sufferer for his enterprise, the receipts not meeting the 
heavy expenses. There was a pretty well-founded 
rumour, however, that he was privately recompensed by 
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a well-known local lover of music and kindred affinities 
— Provost John Webster, in fact. 

Upper Strathdee at this date lost a generous and 
very popular landlord by the death of Mr. James Ross 
Farquharson of Invercauld. He had been in feeble 
health for some time, but the call came early, his age 
being only fifty-four. The deceased gentleman was Chief 
of the Clan Farquharson, and greatly esteemed for his 
homely unostentatious ways. With the Earl of Fife he 
was Patron of the Braemar Highland Society, and always 
gave free use of romantic Mar Castle with its surround- 
ing grounds for the annual gathering and games. When 
that interesting meeting came round, it was a comely 
sight to find the laird of Invercauld, never very robust, 
standing Highland bonnet in hand at the rustic wicket 
entrance to the grim old castle, waiting to receive his 
sovereign. How gracious and loving the reception 
ceremony on both sides ! A stillness used to prevail at 
the moment amongst the assembled spectators, high and 
humble, that may be described in one word — Loyalty .- 
Mr. Farquharson had a family of six sons and three 
daughters. He was succeeded in the property by Colonel 

James, who served with distinction in the Crimea. 

Another death occupied local attention, that of Dr. James 
Gillan, a much-respected physician and a very amiable 
man. He was cultivated in various departments, being 
zealous in scientific pursuits and exceedingly fond of 
music. The doctor, as already noted, was an elder in 
the East Church, and when that congregation set them- 
selves, as already outlined, to reform their praise worship, 
he and his family were amongst the first and most earnest 
of my practical supporters. Mrs. Gillan was a sister of 
William Smith, compiler of the prized People's Tune 
Book, and it would not be very far from the truth to 
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affirm fhat here, in the East Church, the Psahnody im- 
provement crusade of 1854 commenced. Dr. Gillan died 
in his sixtieth year. 

The year was drawing to a close and a number of 
different interests engaged the attention of the public. 
The Saturday evening concerts were renewed — Miss 
Kirk leading off, and Rev. Frederick Bouverie, B.A., of 
St. Paul's Chapel, contributing several selections from the 
poems of Tennyson, poet laureate. This English divine 
was a cultured reader, and gave The May Queen with 

artistic effect. The Temperance Society were busy 

making their Festival arrangements — a choir of 180 
practising part-songs, choruses, etc., and Miss Bessie 
Aitken had been engaged as soloist. This lady was an 
exceedingly sweet singer, and was running Miss Kirk 
hard in popularity. She managed her high-set clear 
soprano voice well, and won immense favour for her 
rendering of Reichardt's fine ballad Thou art so near 

and yet so far, The Christmas Pantomime, Cinderella, 

had been produced at the theatre, by Mr. and Mrs. 
McLein, and was going successfully. The company 
worked well together, while Pont and Mrs. Rainforth, the 

scenic and property artistes, were at their best. ^A 

sparsely attended public meeting was held to agitate for 
the abolition of tolls. Dean Jamieson, presiding. The 

principal speakers were from Glasgow Happiness 

prevailed amongst our local farmers. Under an arrange- 
ment between the Town Council and the proprietors of 
the Com Exchange they were admitted to the building 
every Friday from 12 to 3 o'clock free, the Council paying 
£20 yearly for this privilege. 

The deaths of two men who had done good service to 
the City have to be recorded — Sir Michael Bruce, Baronet, 
of Scotstown, and Henry Campbell Oswald, share- 
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broker. The Baronet's family claimed descent from the 
Brus of Bannockbum, and, personally, he was every inch 
a gentleman. He stood for the County in the Liberal 
interest, but was defeated by the Tory candidate, Captain 
AK^iUiam Gordon, R.N. Scotstown, however, was the 
favourite, and his supporters presented him with a set of 
silver plate, while through a penny subscription he got 
two handsome cups from the non-electors. He was for a 
period Chairman of Oldmachar Parochial Board ; could 
speak well and kept the business firmly in hand. Sir 

Michael died in his sixty-seventh year. Baillie Oswald 

was known to my readers in his seat at the Town Council, 
where he gave excellent assistance. Tall in form, slow, 
thoughtful in action, if there had been no Disruption 
Church controversies, and no Railway bickerings, Henry 
Oswald would have been, from his business ability, a 
more popular man than he became. But surrounding 
influences affected him as they did many other well- 
meaning men. His mother was the eldest daughter of 
the once well-known Doctor James Kidd of Gilcomston 
Church. The Baillie died comparatively young — only 
forty-five. The Council were anxious to make his funeral 

public : the family declined. Only one name had been 

spoken of for the vacancy in the Convenership in the 
County — that of Mr. Alexander Forbes Irvine of Drum, 
and at the meeting for election he was chosen unani- 
mously. The Laird of Drum was destined to have long 
tenure of the honourable office, an office in which he 
earned universal respect. 

With this feeling I may fittingly close our jottings for 
'62 and hurry on hopefully. I feel as if I were living my 
life over again ! 



CHAPTER XXII. 

Locally the much-discussed Circumbendibus held the 
field against all other subjects. Debates regarding it 
and the Limpet Mill scheme were continued in the 
Town Council and at the Police Board. At the latter 
Parliament things took a shape that led Provost Ander- 
son to speak somewhat sadly, thus : *' I long dreamt of 
a Denbum line with a fine station at Union Bridge, and 
I and my firm spent thousands of pounds in order to 
promote such a scheme, but this dream melted into thin 
air, and nothing could show more clearly that it cannot 
be carried out than the plans of the Scottish North- 
Eastern Railway. The community of Aberdeen will 
have to choose between the Limpet Mill Junction and 
the Albyn Place line." The contention grew sharper 
and sharper, and formed the main element of warfare 
at the meetings for the election of Commissioners of 
Police. Under the new Police and "Water Bill there 
were now Nine Wards, and the meetings were held in 
the second week of January. There was some very 
direct speaking, with some ticklish cross-questioning, 
but throughout the feeling was decidedly against the 
Limpet Mill route, with no special leaning towards the 
Circumbendibus project. Meanwhile the rival com- 
panies appeared to be playing a sort of waiting game 

of chance. ^The Police election created considerable 

stir, and some change in the faces around the table. 
Alex. S, Cook, merchant tailor, obtained a large majority, 

and took a foremost position in the Board alike as 
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worker and speaker, and much the same may be noted 
of John Humphrey of Comalegy. He had the education 
of a lawyer, and was consequently a good business man, 
with keen decisive methods of going about whatever he 
took in hand. Mr. Humphrey was for years a well- 
known citizen. ^A new name has here to get place in 

our jottings : it is likely to be repeated more than once, 
to wit, James W. Barclay, wholesale merchant. He 
was fast coming into notice as a man of superior parts 
and force of character, and though he did not, so far as 
I recollect, make an appearance at the Ward meet- 
ings, yet his friends by their votes placed him within an 
ace of getting into the Commission. But Mr. Barclay's 
time — a notable time — was coming. 

The Temperance Society repeated their New Year 
Festival programme, amongst the part-songs given by 
the excellent choir of 180 voices, conducted by John 
Henderson, being the following little thing. The words 
were written for the Harmonic Choir to the spirited 
music of The Hardy Norseman. It was now received^ 
according to the critics, with "extraordinary favour,*' 
and it maintained its popularity for years : — 

Ho ! groom, bring forth my gallant steed, 

To horse, and on with me ; 
"Well buckle gear, and gaily speed 

A captive maid to free. 
And bid thy comrades arm for fight, 

And follow in our train ; 
Love-laden well retnm to-night, 

Or come back not again. 

When we have reached her father's gate, 

A bugle note thou'lt wind ; 
And if they bid us lingering wait, 

We'U point to those behind : 
For love ne'er palls at strength of walls, 

Nor yields to parent scorn ; 
The crest I wear — ^the name I bear 

May match with any bom. 
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A very superior Christy Minstrel troupe visited us 
and delighted large audiences. Wilsom the leading tenor 
had a most sympathetic voice, and his rendering of two 
simple American ditties, The day our Mother died and 
Bock me to Sleep, Mother, used to hold the listeners 
almost breathless. How carefully, tenderly, the first 

violin — ^a Mr. Harold — nursed, so to speak, the singer. 

A meeting in favour of the suppression of the liquor 
traffic brought north a gentleman at one time heard 
much about, viz. — Mr. George Thomson, formerly 
M.P. for the Tower Hamlets, London. He and a Mr. 

Paton spoke admirably. The Rev. Joseph Henderson, 

of the Abbey Church, Arbroath, accepted a call to the 
Greyfriars Parish Church, vacant through the translation 
of the Rev. James Smith to Ellon. He proved a quiet, 
methodical and acceptable pastor. 

Lay preaching, of a less sensational character than 
some former manifestations in the same line, was again 
popular amongst us. The chief and most attractive of 
ihose giving addresses now was Mr. Brownlow North, 
already mentioned as residing in Morayshire — a nephew 
of the Earl of Guilford. He was a firmly knit middle- 
sized gentleman, of perhaps forty-five or fifty, and walked 
with a bearing that gave you the notion he would be able 
to take good care of himself in any sort of mel^e, fistic 
or fashionable. He lectured in the Music Hall one 
Wednesday afternoon from the words, *' The hour is 
coming and now is," with a flow of language and earnest- 
ness of manner that made a deep impression. The Earl 
of Kintore presided, and about a thousand persons of 
what may be termed the better class were present, ad- 
mitted by ticket. The long row of private carriages 
waiting in front of the Music Hall suggested the attend- 
ance at a high-class evening concert. Many of our 
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leading City and County families were present. ^My 

readers may remember record of the formation of an 
"Aberdeen Rifle Club," the object being to encourage 
practice in shooting and so improve the skill of the 
members. They met once a week and now they held 
their first competition. Costly rifles were offered as 
prizes, and the lists were open to all volunteers of the 
Counties of Aberdeen and Kincardine. Forty-four com- 
petitors toed the mark. The weather was unfavourable, 
but there was some admirable shooting, and the prizes 
went thus : — 

1st. A Kerr's Patent Small-bore Rifle— William 

"Watson, Fyvie. 
2nd. A Turner's Patent Small-bore Rifle— Robert 

Marshall, Methlick. 
3rd. A Field Glass, presented by Captain Jopp — 

Alexander Mackie, Aberdeen. 

Captain Rawson, Adjutant of Aberdeen Depdt Bat- 
talion — ^he was a great favourite with our volunteers — 
superintended the shooting. 

Lancashire absorbed much sympathetic attention 
throughout the United Kingdom. It was a period of 
heart-moving distress there amongst the working people, 
particularly the factory hands, and public subscriptions 
were collecting — collecting liberally — over the whole 
country. Our own city, and the neighbouring counties 
and towns, were acting their parts generously. The 
total contribution here amounted to £8,225. Amongst 
those who entered heartily into the benevolent work were 
the University Students. They formed themselves into a 
corps dramatiqtie, and gave a most successful entertain- 
ment in the Music Hall buildings. The ball-room was 
crowded, over-crowded, indeed, by a highly fashionable 
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audience. The Lord Provost gave his patronage and a 
number of the Professors were present. The perform- 
ances consisted of the popular farce High Life Below 
Stairs, songs, and Rhodes* clever burlesque Bombastes 
Furiosa. All went well, including the following Pro- 
logue, written by the Infirmary Treasurer, that official 
and the Hospital medicos being always on the best of 
terms. They helped to keep him youthful, a state of 
being which, it is rumoured, he retains ! 

In th' old story books which erst our childhood charmed, 

A Fairy ever moved, whose heart with Goodness warmed 

Made sunny rays beam forth in dullest weather, 

And showers of guineas fall from — ^none knew whither ! 

If with some cold Papa the ice had to be broken, 

A drooping soul relieved, or timely soft word spoken. 

The Fairy off was sent with potent voice and wand, 

And rarely failed, we know, to work the spell in hand. 

Fm not a Fairy— (much I regret to say it. 

If I want anything I always have to pay it !) 

Yet here I timid come from comrades there behind 

To break the ice for them, and ask you to be kind 

While for an hour or so, with humble art we try 

" To hold the mirror up " of " High Life " times gone by. 

No magic spell I bring your goodwill to bespeak. 

Save that we fain would help to wipe from suffering's cheek 

To-day's dark bitter tear of silent want and sorrow. 

And aid the speedy coming of a glad to-morrow. 

Though poor our efforts, let our aim and deed 

Claim recognition for the cause we plead. 

"All work, no play, makes Jack a stupid boy," 

And constant " grinding " is not perfect joy ! 

But I am bid to say that if you'll look with favour 

Upon our sports to-night, hereafter we'll endeavour 

To stick to books and work with such determined will. 

Our Alma Mater yet shall glory in our skill ! 

We'll strive to emulate the fame, the name, the power 

Of Campbell, Thomson, Geddes, Dyce, Kilgour ; 

Seek FuUer's grasp. Bain's depth, of Nicol's wreath a share. 

And follow in the path of Pirrie, Harvey, Kerr ! 
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I may add that the young gentleman who delivered the 
above address became Surgeon-General Robert Harvey, 
C.B., D.S.O., LL.D., Director-General of the Indian 
Medical Service. He died at Simla, December, 1901, 
bequeathing a legacy of £5,000 to his old Alma Mater 
the University of Aberdeen. Amongst the other students 
taking part in the performances on the occasion, and 
who have since been frequently heard of, memory recalls 
A. Fowler Shepherd, who became a special correspondent 
of The Times of India ; Dr. John Murray of Middlesex 
Hospital, London ; Colonel "William Johnston, C.B., of 
Newton Dee ; Professor Alexander Ogston, Aberdeen 
University, Surgeon in Ordinary for Scotland to H.M. the 
King ; "William Paterson, M.D., Inverurie; Lieutenant- 
Colonel Andrew A. Macrobin, Army Medical Staff. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

The approaching marriage of the Prince of Wales to 
Alexandra, Princess of Denmark — 

The Sea-King's daughter from over the sea — 

as the Poet Laureate wrote, naturally engaged consider- 
able attention, and Provost Anderson invited citizens 
to meet with the Magistrates to confer as to the measures 
to be taken on the joyous occasion. The Town Hall was 
filled, and a programme of celebrations agreed upon. It 
embraced a general holiday ; a banquet, admission by 
ticket at fixed prices, illuminations, balls, etc., and by no 
means least, a dinner to poor prisoners under confine- 
ment, with the door of the soup kitchen thrown open to 
all. One ex-Magistrate would have the Council spend 
£20 in fireworks, but Baillie John Urquhart, who knew 
better, being a druggist, said £150 would be required 
for this item of the revelry, whereupon the Provost with 
some spirit exclaimed, '* I beg of you, gentlemen, not to 
speak of money on such an occasion. The Council will 
have fireworks provided, and everything else which the 
Committee to be named think right." Hearty applause 
greeted this impromptu bit of loyalty, and everybody was 
pleased. There was not a hitch in the preparatory pro- 
ceedings for the royal wedding, save that the weather 
was wet, rough and cold, interfering considerably with 
a number of the more elaborate decorations and illum- 
inations. But this by no means cooled the enthusiasm of 

the citizens, and everything went merry as the proverbial 

(110) 
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marriage bell. A forenoon banquet was served in the 
Music Hall, and afternoon dinner held in the Royal 
Hotel, at both of which there were large attendances, the 
Lord Provost presiding. A grand military review took 
place in the evening, Regulars from the barracks, the 
Rifle Volunteers under Colonel Gordon, Fyvie, and the 
Artillery under Major Innes of Leamey. Major Pitcaim 
was chief in command. At night the streets were crowded 
notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather, and the 
people were on their best behaviour — ^happy, hopeful and 
contented. Hundreds of loyal patriotic poems and odes 
appeared in the newspapers over the whole kingdom, 
celebrating the coming of Alexandra of Denmark, but it 
may be questioned if a single one of them surpassed 
the stately beautiful '* Welcome " of William Forsyth, of 
our own Journal. Here are the first and fourth 
stanzas : — 

WELCOME. 

Sh€*8 the flower of the race of the fair-hair'd Kings, 

And her brow is as white as the foam, 
And well welcome her till the welkin rings. 
As the light of oxa yonng Lord's home. 
Like the Queen of our love — and the world can tell, 

Of ottr darling and onr pride — 
Like the Queen of our love we will guard her well, 
As she stands by her young Lord's side. 
And the waves roU out their Welcome, 
As they break on the yellow sand ; 
And the people shout their Welcome, 
And their mighty-voiced Welcome 
Is an anthem in the land. 
For who but the Sea-King's child should be 
The Bride of the Sea-King's land ? 



She comes in the light of her loveliness, 

In the joy of her golden days ; 
And the hands of the people are raised to bless, 
And their voice in songs of praise : 



f 

I 
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And the thunder peals of welcome swell 

Through the cities' crimson air ; 
And the joy of the hamlets is heard as well, 
Though 'tis simple as their prayer. 
And the mighty voice of Welcome, 
Of true heart and trusty hand, 
Of the Realm's rejoicing Welcome, 
Fills the heaven's blue vault with Welcome 
Like an anthem of the land : 
For who but the Sea-King'sjchild should be 
The Bride of the Sea-King's land ? 

Can anybody say those fine verses did not form a 
worthy northern welcome to our fair Queen Alexandra ? 

(A change ! From that 10th of March, 1863, when 
Edward and Alexandra of "VB^ales were in the thoughts of 
every loyal subject, onwards to the present 2Sth of June, 
1902, when I write this page, there has been no such time 
of national doubt and dismay as presently prevails. The 
same illustrious pair occupy absolute concern. They were 
to-morrow to be crowned King and Queen of Greater 
Britain and all the lands and seas pertaining thereto. 
Never in the history of our country were like prepara- 
tions for celebrating a like ceremony known or dreamt 
about — and now the telegraph flashes near and far the 
unwelcome tidings that on account of the dangerous 
illness of the King the " Coronation is indefinitely post- 
poned ! " There are no other words to describe the 
feeling than these — A National Calamity. In one brief 
hour gaiety is turned to gloom, rejoicing to lamentation, 
and every thought, and hope, are centred upon Bucking- 
ham Palace where His Majesty lies in the hands of the 
highest skill the Kingdom can command. A change 
indeed !) 

Host Robertson of the '* Royal " was this year fortunate 
in securing Lord Saltoun as Chairman of the Hotel Salmon 
• — Mr. John Angus, Town Clerk, making a worthy 
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croupier. There was a numerous and influential attend- 
ance. And the feast was of the highest standard. The 
fishing season had opened with more than ordinary 
promise. At the Cruives of Don 105 fine salmon had been 
netted, while the catch on the Dee was described as 
" something extraordinary ". The '' Royal " Dinner was, 
therefore, amply garnered with the inviting first of 

February harvest of our twin rivers. ^The Rev. J. C. 

Brown, Belmont U. P. Church, receiving the appointment 
of Professor of Botany at Capetown College, resigned his 
ministerial charge here. He was held in much esteem in 
the city, and while by no means an outstanding preacher, 
his bent being science, he was an unfailing helper in 
everything likely to promote the welfare of the many. 
There could be little doubt but the touching farewell of 
his people was the feeling of the entire community — ^thus 
— " In all probability we shall not meet again on earth, 
but our earnest prayer is that the blessing of the Almighty 
overshadow you ". 

Several of our local artists were admirably represented 
this season on the walls of the Royal Scottish Academy. 
John Phillip, R.A., in popular estimation held first place 
through his masterly Spanish subjects, while a dainty 
homely bit illustrative of the auld sang — 

I sit on my creepie, and spin at my wheel, 
And think on the laddie that loed me sae weel — 

won the hearts of hameowre folk. John B. Macdonald, 

R.S.A. (as a lad in a kilt he had been, it was said, a 

floater of big tree rafts on the Dee), Jack made a great 

advance by his attractive work *' Prince Charlie leaving 

Scotland '*. It was bought by the Royal Association and 

has a place in their Edinburgh collection. James Cassie, 

R.S.A., also obtained much commendation for his " Aged 

8 
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Fisherman/' hung on the line, while '* Sunset on the 
Mersey/' was spoken of as one of his very best examples. 
James Giles, R.S.A., had ten paintings well placed — one of 
them " Lochnagar/' boldly coloured, being specially in- 
teresting. That was all good enough, but this is better : 
William Brodie, R.S.A. (an old worker at our Broadford), 
got £178 for his beautiful statuette '*Jeanie Deans" — 
admittedly one of the finest works in its class up till then 
exhibited in the Academy. 

A meeting of the Commissioners of Supply for the 
County held at this date was remarkable for what may 
be called a mild sort of rowdyism. Feeling ran very 
high, much, evidently, to the discomfort of the Convener — 
Mr. Irvine of Drum — who presided. Mr. Leslie of Powis 
had, at a previous meeting when criticising the designs 
and cost of the proposed new City and County buildings, 
used some very unusual language and named names. 
Lord Saltoun now commented adversely on the said 
utterances as applied to honourable members of the 
Commission, and he quoted several of Mr. Leslie's 
objectionable phrases, such as '* insidious conduct " ; 
'* the vidgar vanity of upstart ambition " ; " asinine 
proceeding" ; "the extravagant and preposterous pro- 
posal of Sheriff Davidson," and so on. His Lordship 
in decided terms asked : *' Could it be tolerated that in 
any meeting of gentlemen such language would be al- 
lowed to pass ? " Mr. Leslie defended himself somewhat 
ungraciously, and withdrew certain of the quotations. 
A motion by Mr. "William Leslie, M.P., approving of 
the report of the Committee in favour of going on with 
the buildings as proposed was carried by thirty-five 
votes to five. 

The death of Mr. James Ferguson of Altens caused 
a regretted blank in the ranks of the Society of Advocates. 
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He was a graceful little gentleman of the kindliest and 
most courteous spirit, and while always devoting himself 
to the best interests of his clients, was distinguished as 
a forerunner in land improvement when agricultural 
progress was a good way from what it has become. 
When Altens, parish of Nigg, came into Mr. Ferguson's 
hands, it was described as "a waste of heather and 
stone". The keen, thoughtful lawyer entered upon the 
reformation of this " waste " with a skill and energy that 
called forth the marked approbation even of the High- 
land Agricultural Society. At his death Mr. Ferguson 
had reached the three score and ten. Two of his sons 
became very well-known citizens — ^William, wine mer- 
chant, and John, advocate. 

Several changes were taking place on the Infirmary 
staff, and it was fortunate to find good local men ready 
for the vacant offices. Dr. Robert Dyce, who had been 
for many years one of the physicians, retired, and was 
succeeded by Dr. George Carr, a favourite nephew of 
Dr. Alexander Kilgour. Dr. Robert Beveridge was 
elected Pathologist and Curator of the Hospital Museum, 
and Dr. J. 'W^olf e, a stranger who had come to town with 
assuring testimonials, was appointed Ophthalmic Surgeon 

in room of the deceased Dr. Cadenhead. ^Thirteen 

candidates entered for the post of Chief County Con- 
stable, but the contest lay between Major John Ross, 
Granton Lodge, and Captain Rawson, Adjutant, Aberdeen 
Rifle Volunteers. The Major was successful by seven 
votes to six. ^Mr. John Macpherson, combmaker, be- 
came proprietor of the convenient little property of 
Springhill for the sum of £9,000. 

Record is made in our notes of 1858 that an interest- 
ing Highland Games Gathering on a small scale was 
successfully carried out on the Links, the contestants 
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being the men of the 74th, 78th and 93rd dep6t then 
located in our barracks. Another like competition now 
took place and drew together a considerable assemblage 
of spectators. I don't recollect if the 74th were repre- 
sented, but the 78th and 93rd sent forward candidates 
for the prizes which took the form of money subscribed 
by the officers. The judges were Lieutenant Dick 
Cnnyngham, 93rd ; Lieutenant MacKenzie, 78th, and 
Quarter-master Robertson. Eighteen events were on 
the programme, and all were eagerly engaged in by non- 
coms, and privates. At the close a sweepstake foot- 
race was held amongst the officers which aroused much 
interest Eight fine, handsome young fellows took position 
at the starting point and struggled for honours over the 
300 yards course. The leaders came in thus : Ensign 
Lowndes, 93rd, first ; Lieutenant MacKenzie, 78th, second. 

The Volunteer Artillery finding themselves short 

of funds were successful in promoting a high-class bazaar 
— ^held in the Music Hall. A number of the most in- 
fluential ladies in the city — ^including the wives of the 
Lord Provost and Bishop. Suther— lent their countenance 
and aid at the stalls, and the drawings amounted to the 
helpful sum of £450. The promoters were delighted 
with the result, and at the close of the last night's sale 
arranged an impromptu ball which went off right 
merrily. 

The whirligig of time brings many changes, and the 
shareholders of the Aberdeen Steam Navigation Company 
who attended the annual meeting now held, found their 
erstwhile determined foeman, John Stewart of Craigie- 
buckler, occupant of the chair. He was a potent force 
in any position. His welcoming announcement that 
matters were going on well in all that concerned the 
business of the Company made the proceedings of the 
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meeting pleasant and hopeful. Their ships (the Chair- 
man said) were now sailing twice a week between Aber- 
deen and London, and the question frequently heard — 
Can the steamer business be carried on against severe 
railway competition ? — had been answered satisfactorily. 
On the motion of Kinaldie, seconded by Baillie John 
Eraser, the shareholders unanimously empowered the 
directors to spend a hundred guineas in a piece of plate 
for presentation to Mr. George Thompson, in recognition 
of his able services in the arbitration between the old 
and new steam companies. As Mr. Milne put it : *' His 
worthy neighbour Pitmedden had brought them to their 
thrift ". Craigiebuckler heartily emphasised this by say- 
ing that a professional arbitration would have cost three 
times the voted sum. 

Playgoers were enjoying a too rare treat through 
a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kean, supported by 
several members of their own London company. The 
programme included several of the tragedian's most 
favourite characters, Cardinal Wolsey (in Henry VIIL), 
The Wife's Secret, Hamlet, Louis XI. , the last, to my 
thinking, his outstanding masterpiece. Nothing could 
exceed the study and finish displayed in Mr. Kean's 
rendering of the old French monarch, nor the care 
and watchfulness he obtained from his principal stage 
supporters, Mrs. Kean, and Messrs. Cathcart and Everett. 

The engagement was a success. ^The Choral Union's 

performance of Judas Maccabaeus drew an excellent 
attendance to the Music Hall. There are between sixty 
and seventy numbers in the oratorio, several of the 
choruses being amongst the most effective Handel ever 
wrote. The soloists, Mrs. Sutherland, soprano ; Miss 
Carradus, contralto ; Mr. "Wilbye Cooper, tenor ; Mr. 
Lewis Thomas, bass ; formed a thoroughly efficient 
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quartette. " Lord Elgin's Tour through Japan and 

China,'* was the subject of Gompertz's Grand Panorama 
occupying the Music Hall. It was well painted and 
intelligently described, and so constituted an instructive 
exhibition. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

There are not many of my readers who have enjoyed 
the delightful drive by coach from Ballater to Braemar, 
the Dee murmuring its gently flowing song in their ears 
along the whole way, there are not many such holiday 
travellers in passing through Crathie but have had 
pointed out to them Craig Go wan, rising 1,430 feet, just 
behind Balmoral Castle. Here on this hilltop Her Majesty 
had erected a monument in memory of the lately deceased 
Prince Consort — a cairn to be seen, as the Queen wrote, 
" all down the valley ". The monument bears the follow- 
ing inscription : — 

To the beloved memory of 

ALBERT, 

The Great and Good Prince Consort. 

Erected by his broken-hearted widow, 

VICTORIA R. 
21st August, 1862. 

He being made perfect in a short time, 

Fulfilled a long time ; 

For his soul pleased the Lord, 

Therefore hasted He to take 

Him away from among the wicked. 

— Wisdom of Solomon, chap, iv., verses 13, 14. 

little was heard about the monument till Principal 

Candlish in the Free Church Assembly — ^May, 1863 — 

made a strong attack upon the inscription which he held 

to be thoroughly popish. He did not, he said, attach 

(119) 
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*' any blame to Her Majesty in the matter. They knew 
whence the motto originated — ^a small band in the Church 
of England who he was sorry to state had a high stand- 
ing at Court, and who in their writings endeavoured 
to put the Bible and the Apocrypha upon a level for 
the express purpose of undermining the authority of 
Scripture." The speech called forth considerable news- 
paper attention, the Principal being somewhat roughly 
handled for what the writers considered his disloyal 
utterance. He defended himself, and soon the din died 
down, having never so far as I ever heard disturbed 
the equanimity of the sensible subjects of Crathie. 

Readers of my earlier reminiscences had probably 
enough and to spare regarding the long-drawn-out Univer- 
sities Fusion fight. In the sketches, however, the chief 
figures were the members of the Royal Commission, the 
Professors holding office, and the citizens. Those mostly 
concerned had, or got, little to say — I mean the students. 
But without undue or hurried obtrusion their case, it was 
acknowledged, was admirably stated at the Magistrand 
Class Supper held at the close of the Session. The 
function was well attended, and it may be worth naming 
the principals : they were, Andrew Soutter, Chairman, 
Alex. F. Shepherd and Arthur David Morice, Croupiers. 
In submitting the toast of the evening — '* Health, Happi- 
ness and Success in Life to the Members of the Magis- 
trand Class," the Chairman gave a speech distinguished 
by dignified eloquence and real courage. The company 
around him, he said, were the last link of connection be- 
tween the old and the new systems of University education 
in Aberdeen, and they had experience of both. They 
were absolutely the last students of Marischal College 
and King's College as separate institutions. The students 
(he reminded the meeting) were clearly of opinion before 
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the Fusion that they would graduate on the old system 
and have no examinations to pass other than were 
necessary for obtaining the Degree of Master of Arts in 
either College. The Professors were evidently of the 
same opinion, but the Commissioners decreed otherwise 
— they decreed that the men should pass examinations in 
a number of new subjects, and so they had to do all the 
work over again for the old Degree, and also all the work 
for the new Degrees. Moreover, the greater number of 
them had to prepare for new subjects without hearing 
any lectures upon them at all. None of the students 
seemed to know exactly what classes they had to attend, 
and none of the Professors appeared able to tell them. 
In fact Fusion and confusion seemed to them synonymous 
terms. Far be it from him to countenance idleness in 
students, but surely it was a very hard thing that some of 
their comrades should on account of the new examina- 
tions be withheld from their Degrees when they had done 
all that was necessary for obtaining those Degrees at the 
time they entered College. He did not think that people 
in general knew of this matter. As young men they 
entered College on a certain agreement, and that agree- 
ment had been violated. He, therefore, felt himself per- 
fectly justified in asserting that to them — ^the last students 
of Marischal College and King's College — the Fusion had 
proved the source of much injury, disappointment and 
vexation. But, at the same time, the Fusion had one 
good result : it had brought about many new friendships ; 
and the students of both Colleges had acted towards each 
other in the true spirit of union and brotherhood. (Mr. 
Soutter who was loudly applauded during his address, 
of which the above is but a mere outline, concluded 
finely) : "(jentlemen, the friendships thus entered into 
must now, I grieve to say, be interrupted. Our College 
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days may now be said to be ended. "We must part from 
each other and go some one way, and some another way, 
and some of us we scarcely know whither ; but where- 
eyer we go, or in whatever circumstances we be placed, 
let us strive to be an honour to Society, to our friends, 
and to our University." The young Chairman's appear- 
ance was much spoken about, and, naturally, his career 
was followed. In 1872, the Rev. Andrew Soutter 
became the Parish Pastor of Echt, Aberdeenshire, and 
there he ministers still to an attached flock. The 
Croupiers also took honourable position in their life 
walk. Mr. Shepherd went abroad and was heard of as 
a successful journalist. Mr. Morice, who joined his father 
a well-known local advocate, possessed a cultured literary 
taste, with much refinement of manner. He died 1894. 

Oldmachar Parochial Board had another of its fight- 
ing fits — ^this time over the election of a medical officer. 
Two candidates entered — ^Dr. James Gordon, Old Aber- 
deen, and Dr. John Wight, Woodside. The first-named 
was an experienced, quiet-going, trusted practitioner ; the 
other quite a young man, but of progressive parts. 
The contest created something of a mild sensation, family 
influence coming into play. Dr. Gordon was zealously 
championed by his minister of the Cathedral, while 
Mr. ^G^iUiam Keith, slater, was no less active in the 
interests of the junior opponent. It was known that 
parties would be pretty evenly balanced as the canvassing 
on both sides was actively pursued. There was a full 
and excited attendance at the election. Mr. Keith 
nominated his man, Mr. Lambert Barron, advocate, 
seconding ; while the Rev. Mr. Jamieson proposed Dr. 
Gordon and Major Paton of Grandholm seconded. It so 
happened that Dr. "Wight's father was a manager, and 
naturally much interested in the result. He wished 
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to delay voting till the full roll was called This, 
however, could not be, and when fit and acciurate 
Inspector Thomas Skene read the record it was found to 
stand thus — Gordon, 13, "Wight, 14, showing that the 
canvassing had been keen and doubtfuL Dr. Wight 
became favourably known as a professional man. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Amongst other documents before the current meeting of 
Aberdeen Synod was an overture by the minister of Nigg, 
dealing with individual members of the body " avowedly 
introducing into public worship changes inconsistent both 
with the laws and ordinary usage of the Church ". The 
Rev. Robert Fairweather was an attractive preacher, and 
admittedly one of the best speakers in the Synod. In 
private he was an elbow neighbour to profit by — he 
possessed such a fund of general information. He had 
at one time been, I believe, travelling tutor to a young 
man of family. On the present occasion, however, though 
he spoke with earnestness, he failed to make an impres- 
sion, and his senior brother, the venerable Doctor James 
Bisset, met him with a most sensible reply in defence of 
the so-called "innovation movement". Quoth fearless 
old Bourtie (he had recently been Moderator of the 
General Assembly) — "If it shall come to be a general 
thing that the people think it more fit to stand up in singing 
the praise of the Most High, more fit to kneel to Him when 
engaged in prayer — Where is the evil of it ? " A recom- 
mendation that the General Assembly take the question 
raised into consideration was adopted. The reverend 
Head Court did so at their next meeting, and adopted an 
overture exhorting ministers and congregations to mean- 
while refrain from all innovations. The time was not yet 
ripe for important changes in our simple forms of public 
worship. ^The Free Synod had the subject of Sabbath 

observance under discussion, and there was a keen en- 
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counter — ^the principals being Mr. Archibald, Udny, a Mr. 
Gumming (I forget who he was), and Mr. John Adam, Free 
South Church. They were all capable speakers, and while 
the first and last named of the trio set their faces against 
walking on the Sabbath, the use of cabs, secular talk and 
reading, Mr. Cumming pled — ^and pled earnestly — that the 
brethren should not be too strait-laced in these respects : 
Let freedom in choice be respected. The tall, well- 
equipped pastor of the Free South, though rather dry in his 
preaching, was possibly at this date the most influential 
member of the Synod. He spoke often, was always care- 
fully up in his subject, and generally held the ear of the 
reverend court. Mr. Adam was for years a member of the 
Infirmary and Asylum directorate, and did much good 
work in that capacity. I thought, and was not solitary in 
my belief, that with the exception of the Rev. Dr. William 
Pirie, the minister of the Free South was the aptest 
business man amongst our local clergy. (I wonder what 
my then excellent friends Messrs. Adam and Archibald — 
both gone — ^would have said had they been sitting beside 
me in Great TIT'estem Road, on Sunday last, 22nd June, 
1903, and witnessed the crowds of worshippers hastening 
to their churches in town by finely equipped electric 
tramway cars, and as many hurrying by the same swift 
inviting mode of conveyance towards the green fields and 
peaceful river of bonnie Deeside ? The Sabbath-nmning 
of Corporation cars commenced on the date noted, and 
apparently has come to stay. One day's service has 
already numbered thirty thousands persons.) 

Our riflemen continued zealous in their shooting 
practice. At Edinburgh annual meeting eight selected 
Aberdonians contested in a match with a like number of 
the grey metropolis crack shots, but the record stood against 
the strangers, thus — Edinburgh, 633 ; Aberdeen, 560. The 
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highest scores on the two sides were J. Farquharson, 
Rosebery, 109 ; Lieutenant Jopp, Aberdeen, 83. Nearer 
home there was also a keen struggle for target honours, 
eight City men meeting eight of the County at Inverurie 
in a 700, 800, and 900 yards trial of skill. The County 
representatives prevailed, the figures standing 561 as 
against 540. The highest scorers were George 'Wilken, 

Ellon, 94 ; Harvey Hall, Aberdeen, 80. Good weather, 

on the whole, favoured our second "Wapinschaw, and 
the meeting passed off successfully, although there was 
an evident feeling of jealousy abroad. There came 
what appeared a crowing in the ranks of some of the 
companies when the Ellon men finished with a total of 
208 points to the 126 of the hitherto successful Hogarth 
corps. It was said the town men benefited by the beat- 
ing. In the All Comers' Long Range match— 800, 900, 
1,000 yards — Ensign G. J. Walker, Portlethen, proved 
victor with 20 points as against 19 by Lieutenant 
Peterkin, Cambridge, and 18 by Lord Haddo, Methlick. 
Gunner Alick Watt, book-keeper to a local law firm, 
carried the honours in the Carbine contest, and was 
heartily congratulated by his comrades of the Artillery. 
The mention of this name awakens many pleasant 
cricketing and musical recollections. "Alick" was a 
dreaded fast underhand bowler, and an enthusiastic 
psalmodist. His only son, James Cromar Watt, ranks 
high to-day in artistic circles as a worker of rare skill 
in enamels. 

Everybody was well pleased when the costly strife 
which had been going on before the House of Commons 
Committee over our local railways came to an end. A 
long-drawn-out amount of evidence — touches of which 
have appeared already — ^had been heard from the most 
eminent engineers, and witness after witness from Aber- 
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deen ; and had it not been for the keen perception and 
firmness of purpose manifested by Mr. Hansard, M.P., 
Chairman of Committee, the battle would have been 
much longer. The Limpet Mill line, the Circumbendi- 
bus route, were to be no more terms of contention. 
The rival companies came to an understanding that the 
Denbum Junction proposal should rule, the conditions 
being a contribution of £125,000 by the Great North 
and £30,000 by the Scottish North-Eastem. But these 
sums by no means represented what the carrying out of 
the scheme would cost. Mr. B. H. Blyth, C.E., when 
in the witness chair, plainly told the Parliamentary 
Committee — "Nobody will ever see the Denbum line 
made under £200,000". The public, however, did not 
concern themselves very much about this. What they 
rejoiced over was the strangling of the detested Limpet 
Mill scheme, and the funeral of the equally objection- 
able Circumbendibus project, with the assurance that 
the Joint Station would be near to Union Bridge and 
not out at Clayhills. Very heartily, indeed, did the 
Police Commissioners at an early meeting pass an 
unanimous vote of thanks to Mr. Hansard " for his great 
attention to the interests of the inhabitants of Aberdeen 
in the recent railway adjudication ". 

Although Anderson, the Wizard of the North, has 
received quite sufficient notice already in my pages, a 
sentence may be added regarding a stir he now raised 
that greatly exercised our working classes. During a 
current visit he gave, under the patronage of Lord 
Provost Anderson and the Committee of the Royal 
Infirmary, a benefit for that Institution. Shortly put, 
this was the start of the stir : Under the Hospital 
charter the donor of £50 to the charity is entitled to be- 
come a life manager. The concert realised £44 13s. 6d., 
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and to this amount the 'Wizard added out of his 
pocket £5 6s. 6d., making the total £50. He thereupon 
claimed admission as noted. The clause of the charter, 
however, stipulated that the money payment shall be 
from the donor's own means. Here began dissension. 
We were much in want of funds at the hospital, but 
several of the managers doubted the safe acceptance of 
Professor Anderson's payment, as it might prove an 
awkward precedent. They argued that the £44 13s. 6d. 
was the contribution of the audience attending the In- 
firmary benefit performance, and could not be reckoned 
the paying-over donor's " own means ". Of course the 
"Wizard made the most of the affair — publicity being 
ever his cue — a cue that he knew right well how to 
handle. The Court of Managers, however, could not 
see their way, in the interests of the Hospital, to grant 
the Wizard's claim, and the £5 6s. 6d. was returned. 
There was a little incident in connection with the 
original payment of the £50 thoroughly characteristic 
of the really good-hearted Professor. He was anxious 
that the money should be, for some legal reason possibly, 
placed in the hands of the hospital treasurer by a certain 
hour, and thereupon sought me out. It so happened that 
I was a guest for the afternoon at the Cove Annual 
Salmon Dinner, and there to the cosy little Inn comes 
my famous quick-fingered friend to pay the siller down ! 
Mr. John Ligertwood, advocate, was chairman for the 
year, and, in these simny hours, a free of hand and ever 
ready top of the table. The upshot was, the Wizard was 
invited to join the company. And he proved a welcome 
addition making a jolly speech and contributing more 
than one good song. Of that well-remembered com- 
pany, several of them widely known public men then, 
there are only now to the fore, so far as I can gather. 



1863] A COUPLE OP CONUNDRUMS 129 

the humble scribe hereof and his early and ever kind 

friend Mr. David Sinclair of Loirston, Nigg. By the 

way, what a capital prize conundrum was given at one 
of the Wizard's performances. Some thousand papers 
were lodged — most of them rot or chestnuts — but in the 
hay-stack the selecting committee found the following 
compactly put happy thought. "Why are the Rifle 
Volimteers the most ungallant men of the day ? Because 
they are averse to misses and always aim to avoid 
them." The winner, Miss Helen Lumsden, Mill of 
Dyce, got a gold watch and chain for her pleasant 
ingenuity. There was another notable riddle, vilely 
personal, but here it is : ".Why is Treasurer Camie of 
the Infirmary like a worn-out cannon? Because he is 
an old Reporter ! " 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

A TOWNSMAN who had for several reasons been much 
in the eye of the people during his period of public 
service was no longer found at his post, namely, Mr. 
Alexander Torrie, advocate. "We had him under notice 
when, in 1854, he nominated himself at the hustings to 
represent the County in opposition to Lord Haddo, and 
was by a show of hands elected, but withdrew. His 
^waggish propensities gave him a certain popularity, and 
he was for a time a member of the Town Council. Mr. 
Torrie did some desirable service in that position, 
proving the people's champion in matters of Right of 
DT'ay. His fight, and victory, against the shutting up of 
Glen Tilt made his name favourably known throughout 
Scotland. Folk said he had a bee in his bonnet : 
that might be so, but none denied his ability and 
honest independence. His greatest local achievement 
was in connection with the Town Council resolving 
to discontinue the time-honoured observance of the 
Magistrates and members of Council walking in pro- 
cession to the West Church every Sunday forenoon. 
Mr. Torrie protested against this interference with an 
ancient custom, actually demanding that the Town 
Serjeants in their official costume and carrying their 
halberts should precede him to the Kirk of St. Nicholas. 
They did so to the admiration of a large body of Union 
Street on-lookers. If I remember rightly the valiant 
Councillor did not repeat his solitary Sunday morning 

walk. He had been ill for a considerable period, and 
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the tidings now of his decease was received with local 
regret. His age was fifty-two. ^The Society of Advo- 
cates also lost another of their number about this date — 
Mr. John Yeats of the King Street firm of Yeats & 
Flockhart. This gentleman was proprietor of the estate 
of Kincorth, Nigg, and Town Clerk of Inverurie. He 
died suddenly, when on a business visit to Rathen, in 
his fifty-eighth year. 

Her Majesty the Queen and Court were enjoying their 
annual holiday at Balmoral. Amongst the preachers 
during the stay were the Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod 
and the Rev. Dr. John Caird — possibly the two most 
powerful pulpit orators the Church of Scotland could then 
boast. The Prince and Princess of Wales were living at 
Abergeldie Castle. 

The Town Council were much occupied over Grammar 
School matters. The new buildings were verging to 
completion, and the re-adjusted curriculum with the 
emoluments of the teachers claimed careful consideration. 
It was evident there must be advances in the salaries, 
but the raising of the school fees was not looked upon 
with favour. The question as to whether the headmaster 

should be styled " Rector " was also being discussed. 

The Police Board were concerned and puzzled regarding 
the daily danger to the public by the hurleys and hand- 
carts of the butchers and gardeners dashing in and out 
at the Market Street entrance of the New Market. The 
danger was admitted, several accidents having occurred, 
but how about a remedy ? A new entrance at the back 
or at the Green end of the buildings was spoken about, 
but forty years have flown and things remain as they 

were. At the annual meeting of St. Nicholas Parochial 

Board the Chairman — Baillie Robert Watson — ^reported 
that the total number of paupers on the roll during the 
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past twelve months had been 1,078 — these figures including 

128 lunatics. Total expenditure, £8,940. ^By the death 

of Baillie George Watson we lost an honest, industrious 
ruler of the unpretentious old school. He was a worthy 
shoemaker, and an untiring helper in all charitable work 
of the Incorporated Trades. That body named Watson 
Street after him. His cosy, crammed-f ull Netherldrkgate 
little shop, two or three doors from the Guestrow, could 
be seen through St. Catherine's Wynd from Union Street, 
and was much frequented by country folks on Fridays, 
while ageing retired citizens fond of a crack over affairs 
in general would often drop in upon their friend '' George," 
and quietly settle important City doings to their own 
entire satisfaction. How well I see the " shoppie " and 
remember kind things said and done within its homely 

dimensions. The Baillie had reached 75. The small 

compact property of 20 acres with nicely situated and 
happily named residence, ''Airy Hall," Pitfodels, was 
at this date sold by the owner, John Marr, of the Music 
Saloon, to Thomas Douglas, of the Douglas Hotel. Price 
£3,200. 

Two questions of considerable importance were before 
the Court of Managers of the Royal Infirmary. They 
had obtained opinion of counsel — George Dundas and 
Rutherfurd Clark — ^as to bodies of tradesmen being 
entitled to nominate one of their number a life Manager 
of the Infirmary and the Asylum under the charter on 
payment of £50 raised by public entertainments. The 
queries to counsel also included the case of Professor 
Anderson, already noted. The opinion was, to the 
disappointment of not a few of the managers, decidedly 
averse to the claim of the tradesmen, and the matter, 
for the moment, settled down. A new charter was in 
view. The other question engaging the Infirmary Court 
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was the proposed Denbum Junction Railway Tunnel 
running close to the Hospital buildings and partially 
under the grounds. There existed a great diversity of 
fear and feeUng on the question. A special committee 
gathered much written information, and obtained the 
opinion of their Medical Staff as to how the tunnel 
and its traffic would likely affect the safety of the 
Infirmary and the comfort of the patients. The burden 
of evidence thus acquired was that nothing need be 
feared from the carrying out of the railway undertaking 
— though all the same there was an anxious dread 
amongst many of the public. The tunnel, as all my 
readers know, was made, and, fortunately, no injurious 
results have followed. 

A number of our magnates — City and County — ^got, to 
use a fine Johnny Gibb phrase, a "sad-begeck" at this time. 
Rumour spread round that the Channel fleet was on its 
way, under Admiral Dacres, from Leith Roads to Cro- 
marty Firth, and would pass at some distance off Aber- 
deen. This was a show worth seeing, and forthwith 
a select party resolved to witness the imposing naval 
demonstration. The steam tug Bon-Accord, Captain 
Leslie, master, was accordingly secured and the company 
duly assembled on board. They included Sir James D. 
H. Elphinstone, staunch old seaman, who was to be 
nautical adviser and guide : a couple of Baillies, the 
Dean of Guild, eight plain Councillors, and the Town 
Clerk, etc. The Provost had another engagement ! 
"With fairly favouring but foggy weather the expectant 
voyagers set sail, keeping, you may be sure, open eyes 
for the hearts-of-oak procession. They sailed, and they 
sailed, but no ships, no Admiral, no jolly tars were 
visible ! At length they espied the lighthouse steamer 
Pharos, and were informed that the splendid fleet 
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and gallant crew had been seen nine miles off Peterhead 
between five and six o'clock in the morning holding 
gaily on their way to Cromarty Bay ! Whereupon 
lamentation began, but luncheon followed. The un- 
lucky BojuAccord passengers were a good deal chaffed 
on their experiences, and somebody got up a rhyme in 
celebration of the "begeck," a portion of which, if I 
remember rightly, went on thus : — 

Hoist sail, my loyal Conncillors, ap steam and out with me, 
The strength and might of Britain's right, the Channel fleet to see, 
Well greet the gallant Dacres, and his brave lion-hearted crew, 
For Bon-Accord, ashore, on board, hath ever yet been tme ; 
From Cromarty's rude blostering Firth to lordly Father Thames, 
Our hearts wiU sweU with pride to teU— "We saw them," qnoth Sir 
James. 

Ho ! Captain, port yotir helm, old chip, veer roond and homeward make, 

Onr voyage is vain, nor tag nor train the fleet may overtake ; 

The Pharo9 hath shed light on ns, so back we'll quickly speed. 

Brave Dacres' berth is Moray Firth, and yonder's Peterheid. 

Bat come, my drooping CoandUors, lunch, toast, and look serene. 

Let's drink, hands link, and glasses dink, *' To the Fleet we should have 

Our magnates were, therefore, sadly disappointed, and 
a good deal chopfallen at missing the rare sea-show. 
The Admiral's ship, the Edgar, had a crew of 750, and 
the fleet numbered 5,000 fighting and other men all told. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

Professor Alex Jardine Lizars, who had filled the 
Chair of Anatomy in Aberdeen University for some 
twenty years, now resigned the charge. He was granted 
a retiring allowance for much successful service. Then 
broke out eager speculation as to who would obtain the 
important and highly remunerative post. It was at the 
disposal of the Crown, and while several names were 
mentioned. Dr. John Struthers, Lecturer in the Medical 
and Surgical School, Edinburgh, was the lucky man« 
He came north with an excellent reputation, a reputation 
he maintained and magnified with steadily growing 
credit. About the professional acquirements of John 
Struthers, I can say, personally, absolutely nothing, but 
as a watchful observer during the thirty years or so he 
was amongst us, I hold it is not too much to affirm that 
in the circles in which he moved he was considered a 
potentiality. His popularity was, however, limited, for 
he possessed a most variable temper, and he could say 
such stinging things. John Struthers could not brook 
opposition, and he had a very fixed opinion of his own 
powers. Let matters be going smoothly, and his word 
well heard, he could become the most affable of com- 
panions. I have known him at, say, the Aberdeen 
Medico-Chirurgical annual dinners, carry the honours 
over and over again for his happy, caustic, jocular 
speeches. I found myself rather a favourite with the 
Professor ; some of my social leanings pleased him. He 

liked a half-spoken-aloud bit of humour, and enjoyed im« 

(135) 



136 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1863 



mensely a good Scotch song, the outcome being that all 
the time he sat as a Manager of the Royal Infirmary, he 
showed me much-appreciated kindness. But of course I 
could paint him in other moods. In a meeting I have 
heard him firmly rebuked from the chair. One instance 
comes up vividly : An influential member of the Direc- 
torate took a very different view from the Professor 
on a certain important point of Hospital administration. 
That said point was being keenly discussed one day at 
a meeting when the member in question could not be 
present, and the Anatomist having suddenly remarked 
in his testiest manner : " We must think for ourselves ; 

are we to entertain the fads of ? " Like a flash the 

Sheriff Chairman interrupted him, " Dr. Struthers, sir, I 
will not allow you to speak of any member of my com- 
mittee in these terms ". It was the one and only time I 
ever saw the Doctor, so to put it, cowed. I fear the 
famous teacher entertained a rather poor opinion of the 
class constituting our burghal authorities. At the close 
of a big meeting where differences had been freely 
expressed, a heated conversation took place over my 
official table between the President and the Professor, 
in the course of which the latter exclaimed, *' What ! 
Do you think I will give way to a mere Provost ? " His 
Lordship let it pass, which I remember regretting, for I 
thought the Magistrate quite as good a man as the Ana- 
tomist. He continued to hold his chair here with increas- 
ing distinction till 1889, when he resigned and took up 
his abode in Edinburgh, from whence he used to send 
me friendly epistles. During his retirement Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria was pleased to make him a knight, and 
as Sir John Struthers he died in 1899, aged seventy- 
six years. He was succeeded in Aberdeen by 
Doctor Robert William Reid, a son of the manse — 
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Auchindoir — and an alumnus of the University he con- 
tinues to adorn. 

[A cricket note may be included here to enable me to 
record the greatest local batting feat I have ever during 
over sixty years* observation witnessed among our home 
players. To-day (5th July, 1902), the Counties of 
Aberdeen and Stirling met in an important League 
Match at Mannofield ground when the following were the 
scores : — 

Aberdeenshire, 242 runs, four wickets, closure. 
Stirlingshire, 119 runs, eight wickets, time up. 

Of the foregoing total of the home team 114 were made 
by 'William Webster, a young local sharebroker, and 105, 
not out, by J. A. Scharenguivel, a Ceylon medical student 
attending our University. Both gentlemen, handsome 
fellows, played first-class cricket, and quite delighted a 
numerous attendance of spectators. Let me add, when 
extending the above note, that Perthshire and Aberdeen 
have since the day mentioned contended in the same 
field under League rules, and again our home eleven 
proved victors. It is the general feeling that Aberdeen- 
shire were never stronger with bat and ball than they are 
this season — 1902. They possess several effective varied 
in pace bowlers, in particular, Dr. H. M. W. Gray, slow ; 
W. Webster, fast ; T. Reid, medium ; W. S. Brown, slow ; 
and Johnson, the popular professional, medium.] 

Here is an innocent ditty that used to be much called 
for in the after match evenings of the long ago : — 

"THERE'S AYE SOME WATER WHAUR THE STIRKIE 

DROONS ! *' 

My auld Grannie had a fret, O weel I mind it yet, 
For aften roan' my memory and in my Ing it croons ; 

Whan cnrions things cam' oot, she wid shak' her heid in doot, 
Wi', " There's aye some water, laddie, whanr the stirkie droons I " 
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There -wiz henpeck'd Lawyer Rae, the Laird o' Scotterbrae, 
His wife, wi' dress and denner-gieiii ootran a' common boon's ; 

The Laird's gear grew In* sma', and whan he dwyned awa* — 
Folk said — " There's aye some water whanr the stirlde droons ! " 

Mrs. Coandllor McFell — sae at least weel-wishers tell — 
Is subject maist nntimeonaly to sudden faints and swoons — 

But the virtue o' a dram qoickly dissipates her dwam ; 
Ay ! there's medicine in some waters tho' the stirlde droons ! 

Ye ken Cripple Tailor Black — he's a wylin' tongue and slack — 
And ye min' the bonnie servin* lassie up at Lucky Broon's ! 

They've been sessioned baith thegither— but ye mauna heed folks' 
blether, 
Tho' there be some water ever whaur the stirlde droons ! 

Sly hoastin' Heckler Fyfe wish'd to insure his life, 
But whan he wiz ezamin'd there were heard sepulchral sonn's : 

His life it wizna " gweed," for the doctor wrote this screed — 
*' Aqua pura quantum mff: " and the stirlde droons ! 

There's blithesome Charlie Senter, oor Parish Idrk precentor, 
Grows nervous aft on Sundays pitchin' up his psalms and tunes ; 

The lad's a staunch tee-totaller, but bein' by trade a bottler. 
He mistak's the strength o' water ^and the stirkie droons ! 

I've a frien' — ^he's maybe here — ^whann he waukens and feels queer — 
Try's to look as sage as Wisdom — ^while his heid wi* Folly stouns ; 

But suggest that he's been fou, and he'll swear it isna true — 
Yet ye ken there's aye some water whaur ths stirkie droons ! 

Oor wee Jock bides oot at nicht, till his mither's in a fricht — 
Syne threeps he wiz " deein' naething, wi* a lot o' ither loons ; " 

But if ye his pouches rype, ye'll fin' something like a pipe — 
And a smell betok'nin' water whaur the stirkie droons ! 

Mrs. Gab, she gied a pairty, and ye min' we a' were hearty, 
Yet she vows she's never seen sin'-syne twa o' her silver spoons, 

While the last to tak' their tea was either you or me — 
And she hints, " There maun be water whaur the stirkie droons ! " 

Ye ken dour Deacon Prim — wha sae sanctified as him ? 

His hoosekeeper, they're sayin', has been lattin' out her goons ! 
She canna' boo to wash, and her stays are jist a fash — 

It's jalous'd there's aye some water whaur the stirkie droons ! 

Gin yer cairt- wheel should tak' fire, mair grease is its desire. 
It hiz grow'n dry as rosit in its mony weary roun's ; 

Sae I maun stop my verse, for ye hear I'm tumin' hearse — 

Yer health : "There's aye some water whaur the stirkie droons ! " 
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Mr. and Mrs. McLein began their season at the 
theatre with a fairly good company, which included a 
Mr. Kelly, leading man, and Miss Sallie Booth, principal 
lady. She proved an excellent actress and became a 
special favomite through her natural and intelligent 
interpretation of a trying range of characters. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

There was much rejoicing when the news spread that 
the Prince of Wales was about to visit Deeside bringing 
with him his beautiful young wife ''The Rose of Den- 
mark." To quote an old-world poet — 

So fair, that had you beauty's picture took, 
It must like her, or not like beauty look. 

They came towards the end of August, and received right 
royal welcome. They took up their abode in the homely 
old turreted Castle of Abergeldie, and that ancient 
structure, so well seen across the river from the turnpike, 
became the observed of all observers journeying by 
coach, carriage or a-foot along upper Strathdee. Brae- 
mar was densely crowded by visitors of rank and fashion, 
and lodgings were at a premium. In consequence of the 
recent death of Mr. Farquharson of Invercauld, the 
Braemar Gathering and Games were held on the 
capacious lawn of Old Mar Lodge, where the various 
feats of strength and speed were keenly contested by the 
Fife, Farquharson, Forbes and Lonach men. The "Earl 
and Countess of Fife had a distinguished company at 
Corriemulzie Cottage — as their residence was then called 
— ^to meet the Prince and Princess. Amongst the invited 
guests was Mr. John Phillip, R.S.A., and as I happened 
to be on specialising duty for The TimeSt we foregathered 
and drove from the village to the reception. It was a 
brilliant scene, a memorable evening ; and while the 
assemblage included some of the loveliest types of 

English maidenhood, none excelled in beauty or grace 
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the four or five daughters — I forget which— of Sir Thomas 
and Lady Moncreiffe. All these ladies were destined to 
fill by marriage exalted stations in life. Perhaps the 
most engaging feature of the entertainment was a series 
of carefully rehearsed Tableaux Vivants, The living 
pictures were formed by talented members amongst the 
distinguished guests staying at Corriemulzie, and the re- 
presentations evidently afforded the Prince and Princess 
much pleasure. Here is a portion of the programme : — 

L MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS AT WEMYSS CASTLE. 

Queen Mary . Miss G. Moncreiffe [Countess of Dndley]. 

Mary Beaton . Lady Zela Duff. 

Mary Carmichael . Hon. Miss White. 

Mary Seton Miss H. Moncreiffe [Lady Forbes of Newe]. 

Mary LivingsUme . Lady Anne Duff [Marchioness of Townshend]. 

n. MARY QXJEEN OF SCOTS, ATTENDED BY RIZZIO. 

Mary Stuart Miss G. Moncreiffe. 

Bi8»io Mr. Charles Wood. 

m. THE SOLDIER'S RETURN. 

Lady Anne Doff. 
Lady Ag^es Dnff . 
Master of Lovat 

The wars are o*er, and I*m come hame, 

And find thee still true-hearted ; 
Though poor in gear, we're rich in love, 

And mair we'se ne'er be parted. 

IV. CHARLOTTE CORDAY CONTEMPLATING HER PICTURE 

BEFORE HER EXECUTION. 

CharloUe Corday .... Hon. Miss White. 
Oacder Mr. W. Kennedy Erskine. 

The cultured amateurs were one and all about perfect 
in their grouping, movements and '* silent eloquence" : 
while the stillness that prevailed during the presentation 
of the various living pictures bore worthy testimony to 
the appreciation of the courtly audience. 
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At the September meeting of the Town Council, Provost 
Anderson said it was known to several of the members 
that he had expressed a desire to retire from office at 
November ensuing. Those, however, of his colleagues 
whose period of service was not yet up had called upon 
him with a request that considering the position of the 
Water Supply and Sewage Works of the City, he should 
continue for another term. If this was the general wish 
of the Council, and also of his constituents of the Third 
Ward, he would feel it his duty to remain in the chair. 
The announcement was warmly received, and there was 
no dissenting word inside or outside the Council. Accord- 
ingly the pulse-feeUng Ward election operations com- 
menced. There were to be several changes. Shoremaster 
Robert Williams had served the public for nine years, and 
Mr. John Duncan, advocate, was named for his seat. 
Dean of Guild Jamieson intimated his retirement, and 
Ex-Baillie George Bothwell was requested by a numerous 
body of the Guildry — '* the 4lite of my fellow burgesses," 
was his written phrase — ^to represent them. Mr. David 
R. Lyall Grant, one of our most energetic and successful 
wholesale merchants, was also to be named. Eight or ten 
gentlemen were, indeed, likely to enter the field, all pro- 
fessing willingness to support Provost Anderson. Upon 
this unanimity the Herald patly voiced the popular feeling 
thus ; '* There is just a shade of suspicion that the idea 
most of the new men entertain of supporting the Provost 
is to get a strait tether round his waist — that they mean 
to support him somewhat as the Philistines supported 
Samson". Had the sitting Chief Magistrate declined 
re-election there were whispered indications of Councillor 
William Leslie or Baillie Adamson being called to fill 
the vacancy. 

By the decease of Mr. Arthur Thomson, agent for 
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the Bank of Scotland, Aberdeen lost a respected and 
widely known citizen, for while as a man of business he 
was from the responsible Consular positions he filled 
much before the public, he had for five-and-twenty years 
been connected with the bank. On the very first blush 
of the volunteer movement he was one of the earliest in 
the North to enrol his name, and the earnest spirit he 
displayed led to his being cordially chosen Captain of 
the 1st Aberdeenshire Rifles. This rank he held to the 
last. From his boyhood Mr. Thomson manifested a 
great love for music, and being gifted with a pleasant 
tenor voice his singing of a number of our best ballads 
was much admired . When the improvement of Psalmody 
began in 1854, Mr. Thomson with his daughters, accom- 
plished musicians, did admirable service in the cause, 
and were pleased to forward my appointment to the 
Precentorship of the old West Church, in which congrega- 
tion he as an elder had considerable influence. For a 
time he took a warm interest in my conducting the musical 
service. He had long been reckoned of high authority, 
as an amateur, in this department, and this authority he 
was inclined to exercise in connection with my duties. 
My position in Psalmodic matters was by this time such 
that I could not afford interference, and this was mutually 
made known between us. This did not at all, however, 
lessen his zeal and help in the general efforts making for 
Church praise reform, and within this limit we agreed 
always. Mr, Thomson is an early figure introduced into 
my story, and being a very handsome man he is there, 
as I see him in fancy, looking his very best in his golfing 
red coat enjoying the game with chosen companions on 
our Links. Mr. Thomson died in his sixty-fourth year. 

Mr. William Innes of Raemoir died at this date — a 
fine old Scottish gentleman. He was greatly respected 
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by his Deeside neighbours of every degree, and, person- 
ally, I have pleasant remembrances of him. In the 
earliest years of the Deeside Railway, when the line went 
no further than Banchory, a vast crowd assembled at 
the Station there waiting the arrival of Her Majesty 
the Queen 'with the Prince Consort and Royal family. 
Several members of the London swell-mob managed to 
join the eager throng, and very soon complaints were 
made anent purses ^nd pocket-books having changed 
possession. The detectives were, however, wide-awake, 
and two persons of ''no occupation " were arrested and 
underwent examination. Three or four Justices of the 
Peace constituted the hastily formed tribunal, but as 
arrangements regarding clerical accommodation and 
assistance were in a very primitive condition, the 
stationmaster's office had to serve as Court. There was, 
however, no clerk accustomed to such police recording, 
and being known to several of their worships I was asked 
to take the evidence, which, to save time, I did in short- 
hand. But imagine the dismay of the County Magis- 
trates when they had to attest the correctness of my 
notes ! " The page " — as one of the London pressmen 
present wrote — " the page was covered with those wild- 
looking and flighty memorials which are called into 
existence by the pen of the stenographer *'. After some 
explanation, time pressing, Mr. Innes and Colonel 
Ramsay — ^the latter knew me pretty well — adhibited 
their names to the evidence as it stood and left the 
paper with me. Very soon thereafter there came a 
warmly couched call from the Stonehaven authorities 
to at once forward the said paper to them ! I complied 
immediately. With equal business-like celerity, but less 
foresight, back came the document with a sharp demand 
that I extend my shorthand notes into longhand and 
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return instantly. My turn came now. The Stonehaven 
legal tone irritated me, so I forthwith, and briefly, 
answered that on the written understanding that my 
legitimate fee of a certain sum would be at once paid, 
the evidence would be translated into ordinary English 
form. There were some further words, but the fee 
was forwarded. 

Good manners, a loyal feeling against any intrusion 
upon the members of the Royal family when arriving on 
Deeside, ever so characteristic of the country folks, was 
sadly awanting when the Prince and Princess of Prussia 
reached Ballater, paying their first visit together to the 
Highlands. It was in the almost dark of a raw October 
night, but the turnout of spectators was fairly large, mostly 
lodgers, and the behaviour of a number of them became 
very intrusive. The Royal travellers soon drove off to 
Abergeldie Castle, where Her Majesty the Queen and 
several of the Royal family were in waiting to extend a 
hearty welcome. How different from the Ballater ex- 
perience during the following days was the reception 
given the Princess by her old friends the dwellers about 
Crathie. There was warmth in their gladsome hame- 
owre greetings, a warmth that was fully reciprocated 
by her Royal Highness and her husband. Six years were 
fled since the Princess had bidden farewell to Balmoral, 
when a goodbye bridal song was heard in the Castle 
with something like this refrain ' — 

Althongb never more may our valley rejoice, 
At the fall of thy footsteps, the sound ol thy voice, 
Yet tme shaU onr hearts beat to thee and to thine, 
While the Dee nms its course, or Craig Nich rears a pine. 

But here was the well-beloved lady back to learn for her- 
self that there was no waning in the old affection. On 

the forenoon of the Sunday after their arrival the 

10 



^ 
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and Princess with suite attended worship in generations 
worn Crathie kirk, and in the afternoon the Qneen 
walked from Balmoral Castle to the same building to join 
in the simple service of the Scottish Church. It was the 
first time Her Majesty had worshipped in public since 
the death of Prince Albert. The Rev. Mr. Anderson, 
minister of the parish, was the preacher on both 
occasions. 



CHAPTER XXDC. 

Preparations on an important scale were now in pro- 
gress for the inauguration of the Marochetti Memorial 
Statue of the late Prince Consort. Her Majesty the 
Queen had made known by letter her intention of being 
present to show not only her " unbounded love and re- 
spect for the memory of her beloved husband, but her 
heartfelt appreciation of this mark of the affection of 
Aberdeen for one who dearly loved their country and 
considered the few weeks he spent annually amongst 
them as some of the happiest of the year ". The cere- 
mony of inauguration had been fixed to take place on 
Friday, 9th October, but to meet Her Majesty's con- 
venience it was postponed till the following Tuesday, 
and then but for the weather the city was worth be- 
holding. There was nothing in the way of obtrusive 
pageantry. The feeling of the widowed Queen was re- 
spected during the whole proceedings. The site chosen 
for the statue was one of the best that could have been 
hit upon, the west corner of Union Bridge. Exactly 
opposite, at the other comer of Union Terrace, were the 
rooms of the Northern Club, which had been placed at 
the disposal of Her Majesty. The offer was graciously 
accepted and everything assorted to promote the utmost 
comfort of the Royal visitors. As only the width of the 
Terrace interfered between the site of the statue and the 
club, arrangements were easily made to secure that the 
ceremony of unveiling should be fully witnessed by the 

Queen and family from a temporary platform. Unfortun- 

(147) 
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ately the day was as bad as it could well be, mist, flying 
showers, and downpours of rain prevailing throughout. 
Notwithstanding this the crowd of onlookers was immense. 
The Queen arrived from Balmoral at the General Rail- 
way Station shortly after one o'clock. She was accom- 
panied by the Crown Prince and Princess of Prussia, the 
Prince and Princess Louis of Hesse, and other ladies 
of high distinction, attended by Sir George Grey and 
Major Cowell. In waiting at the station were Lord 
Provost Anderson, the Magistrates and members of 
Town Council, the Duke of Richmond, the Earl of Aber- 
deen, Lord Saltoun, Mr. William Leslie, M.P., Mr. Forbes 
Irvine, Convener of the County, Lord Barcaple, Rector 
of the University, Mr. Thomson of Banchory, Sheriff 
Davidson, Colonel Farquharson of Invercauld, The 
Reverend Principal Campbell, Mr. John Webster and 
others in authority. With better weather the procession 
from the station to the statue would have been im- 
posing, for it was of considerable length, some twenty 
carriages, and all along the route from the Quay to 
Union Bridge every inch of street standing room, every 
window and doorstep had its full complement of specta- 
tors. The military and police arrangements were excel- 
lent. Making its way down Regent Quay, the procession 
on reaching Marischal Street proceeded to Castle Street 
then along Union Street till Union Terrace was reached. 
Out of sympathetic respect for the Queen not a cheer 
was heard, all was silence, every man and boy uncover- 
ing, every woman bowing. Around and near to the 
statue were assembled the leading gentlemen of the City 
and County with the lady members of their families. 

Arriving at the entrance to the Northern Club Her 
Majesty was conducted to the billiard room which had 
been handsomely upholstered for the reception. She 
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was accompanied by her family already named, the Duke 
of Richmond, Sir George Grey, the Lord Provost, Mr. 
Angus, Town Clerk, etc. The Provost having presented 
a most loyal and dutiful address the Queen was pleased 
to hand his Lordship a gracious reply of which the 
following is the main portion : — 

"I could not reconcile it to myself to remain at 
Balmoral while such a tribute was being paid to the 
memory of my great and beloved husband, without 
making an exertion to assure you personally of the deep 
and heartfelt sense I entertain of your kindness and 
affection, and at the same time to proclaim in public the 
unbounded reverence and admiration — ^the devoted love 
that fill my heart for him whose loss must throw a lasting 
gloom over all my future life." 

At the close of the address Her Majesty, having been 
handed a sword by Sir George Grey, commanded the 
Provost to kneel, and the burly laird of Blelack arose Sir 
Alexander Anderson, Knight. 

Of these interesting indoor proceedings the outside 
thousands knew nothing, but when the good news — ^half 
anticipated — was whispered throughout the crowds the 
united feeling was hearty gratification. In a few minutes 
Her Majesty with her four daughters appeared on the 
temporary platform, and Principal Campbell engaged in 
a fervent prayer recorded by some pencillers to have 
occupied five minutes, by others to three times that 
period. The feeling, therefore, regarding this portion of 
the ceremony will be easily understood. But let that 
pass. No time was now lost, for see three smart fellows 
of the tribe of *' handy men " of H.M. warship Winchester 
are deftly hoisting the royal standard enveloping the 
statue, and the sculptured presentment of the departed 
Prince Consort comes forth to general view. The Queen 
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gazed at it anxiously from several points for a few minutes, 
then bowing courteously to the people retired. In about 
an hour she was well on her way to beloved Balmoral. 
Meanwhile the newly knighted Lord Provost and Lady 
Anderson entertained at their residence, 198 Union Street, 
a distinguished company to luncheon. The inauguration 
was observed as a half-holiday at a number of the public 
works, and notwithstanding the immense number of 
people that crowded the streets not a single untimely 
accident occurred to mar the eventful proceedings. But 
what a lot of grumbling and disappointment f otmd vent. 
The statue was felt to be a failure ! 'With a figure so 
handsome and manly for his subject it might have been 
readily presumed that Baron Marochetti would have let 
us look upon Albert the Good standing erect in all his 
native nobility and grace. Unhappily the artist chose to 
represent the Prince seated in a Gothic chair of state and 
dressed in the uniform of a Field-Marshal with the robes 
and insignia of the Order of the Thistle. In his right hand 
the Prince holds the Field-Marshal's hat and in his left a 
scroll representative of the address he delivered in our 
Music Hall when President of the British Association. 
The work of the figure — ^that is to say the artistic manipula- 
tion, was admitted on all hands to be admirable, and the 
details beautifully finished, but the great pity was that 
there should be so much fine work with so many truthful 
details for so very little effect. In short, the mistake of 
the artist appeared to many, including myself, to be that 
in grouping his picture for the public eye he had over- 
loaded and hidden his subject amongst a mass of 
unnecessary accessories. Was the humorist passer-by 
far wrong when looking up with a smile at the statue he 
said — Yes : a great Prince set in a grate-place ! 

Two days after the inauguration the Town Council 
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held a special meeting when congratulations of the 
warmest nature were expressed regarding the honour 
done the City through the dignity conferred upon the 
Provost by the Queen. A public banquet was offered 
Sir Alexander but he declined. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

The Established Synod had an important discussion over 
the Church of Scotland education scheme, the Reverend 
Mr. Macduff, of Bonhard, introducing the subject in a 
long speech. The Free Synod also debated the educa- 
tion question, the Reverend Mr. Mathison, of Forgue, 
taking a leading part. It was always a pleasure to listen 
to this fine-looking young divine, he had so easy and 
graceful a style. Psalmody, of which my readers have 
heard but little in the present volume, came likewise to 
the fore through Dr. David Brown, ever much interested 
in congregational praise. He adverted to the various 
steps taken locally through the publication of tune books 
and music sheets, and expressed the belief that there had 
as much been done in this direction in Aberdeenshire as 
anywhere in Scotland. He was right. There were not 
a few earnest psalmodists amongst us both in City and 
Cotmty doing excellent work, and, personally, I found 
opportunity of sharing in the service through the editing 
and issuing at intervals of what came to be recognised 
*' as the most handy and acceptable medium for the in- 
troduction of fresh, attractive church music matter for 
class, choir, and congregational practice hitherto put 
before the northern public ". This was the Fly Leaves of 
Psalm and Hymn Tunes, the first number of which had 
appeared in 1859, a four-paged penny sheet containing 
seven tunes old and new. The music was beautifully 
written by my friend David Taylor, lithographer, and 

obtained instant favour, being called for in thousands. 

(152) 
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I may claim to having bestowed great care, and devoted 
many evening hours upon every anxiously looked for 
joy-affording Fly Leaf. And this let me say was for 
years the only return they did afford me, but in time 
when the series of Leaves grew into the form of The 
Northern Psalter, they liberally rewarded all my 
husbanded experience and love labour. But more of 
this in due order of time — perhaps ! 

" Sunday morning though it was, Sunday 18th October, 
the tidings flew fast throughout the city that Doctor 
George Carr had the previous afternoon sunk to rest under 
an attack of typhus fever. For several reasons the death 
awakened sorrow of a nature more heartfelt and touch- 
ing than usual. The deceased gentleman had but reached 
his twenty-eighth year ; had only been married about 
twelve months, while his service as one of the Medical 
Staff of the Royal Infirmary, where in the discharge of 
his duty he had met his death, covered but a few months. 
His natural abilities too, fostered under the watchful and 
affectionate care of his uncle. Dr. Alexander Kilgour, 
were known to be of a high order, and in his private 
practice, as also as an officer of the Oldmachar Paro- 
chial Board and the Infirmary, he had already begun 
to give token that he would worthily follow in the foot- 
steps of his eminent teacher. The short space of a week 
has blighted all the love and hope circling round a life 
so promising. At his post in the Infirmary it was Dr. 
Carr's fate to have the care of several of the very worst of 
the numerous fever cases presently in the Hospital ; he 
devoted himself to their treatment with an earnestness 
characteristic of his sense of duty ; he was busy in his 
wards on Saturday week but on the evening of that day 
he was laid on the bed from which he never rose. His 
life, though thus simple in its story, was a noble one, and 
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his memory will not soon be forgotten. Gentle in his 
nature, unpretentious in manner, and kindly to a degree 
in his willingness to render a service, George Carr will 
be much missed amongst a wide range of friends, while 
his colleagues in the Hospital in all its departments know 
that in his death they lose a most courteous, able and 
faithful fellow-worker in the service of the public. Of 
the void which Dr. Carr*s too early departure will cause 
in the immediate domestic circle where he was so fondly 
loved we may not venture to speak." 

These words formed my heartfelt tribute to one of 
the most likeable and amiable men it has ever been my 
lot to know, and, unexpectedly, they brought me a letter 
from a citizen than whom none stood higher in the 
estimation of the town. I treasure that letter, and have 
some pride in now quoting a portion of it, bearing testi- 
mony, as it does, to the homely, thoughtful encourage- 
ment of its author. Dr. Kilgour wrote me : '* And now 
will you let me thank you most sincerely — and which I 
have always intended to do on fitting opportunity — ^for 
the kind notice you gave in the Banffshire of our 
poor friend Carr's death. By all his relatives it was 
felt as coming from a warm heart towards him, and it 
has always been looked upon by us all, and his sorrow- 
ing widow in particular, as the truest and the best, and 
the most feeling paragraph on him. For sundry other 
notices now and then there is one that owes you thanks 
in the person of the obliged, etc." 

An important educational event claims notice at this 
date — 23rd October, 1863 — ^the opening of the New 
Grammar School. It had engaged a good deal of atten- 
tion and there was a splendid gathering. The fine hall was 
crowded — clergymen, professors, merchants, manufac- 
turers, men of letters, and men of other crafts there 
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were, while softening, refining, and giving a grace to all, 
stood and coaxed themselves into every possible position 
numerous happy matrons and pretty aspirants to that 
dignified relation in life. It was a good idea to open the 
new building with the delivery of the prizes for past work 
well done in the old place, and it was gratifying to hear 
how the various speakers dwelt upon the glories of the 
now deserted class-rooms in Schoolhill — the names and 
associations that will ever centre there — 

The dnsky walls 
Held the fair germ of knowledge, and the tree, 
Glorious in beauty, golden with its fruits, 
To this low schoolhouse traces back its life. 

The introductory addresses occupied about an hour — 
quite long enough. The Provost wisely read his, and was 
followed by Principal Campbell, who had evidently come 
well prepared. And he did himself and the occasion 
every justice. He at once struck a high key, and as his 
full, mellow voice carried to every corner of the hall his 
finely balanced sentences, you felt that you were listening 
to an accomplished scholar and orator. The Principal 
was greeted with frequent and hearty applause. Next in 
order we had the patrons of the school, represented by 
Baillie "William Adamson, one of the best of our Town 
Council speakers, and after him Professor Geddes, who 
received the enthusiastic reception — especially from the 
'* ingenious youth" — that, from his good name as Dr. 
Melvin's assistant and successor in the Rectorship, he so 
justly merited. Amongst the other speakers were Mr. John 
Duguid Milne, Professor John Cruickshank and Dr. George 
G. Brown. Then Mr. "William Barrack, the Rector, stood 
forward, and though looking weary and wan with the 
heavy, brain-taxing work of the " examination week " he 
spoke fluently and ably of his new place of labour, of his 
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colleagues, and of himself. *' 'Wc shall all strive (he said) 
to the utmost of our power to maintain the high character 
which the school has previously held. We have changed 
only our place, we are the same in spirit, and there are 
in these benches some who will carry the name and fame 
of the New Grammar School of Aberdeen to the remotest 
comers of the world.'* You may be sure my reader this 
roused the spirit of the three to four hundred pupils and 
they cheered their Rector to the echo. Aye ! and there 
were those of larger growth present who were not slow to 
join — mayhap somewhat sadly, with Longfellow when 
bewailing his Lost Youth : — 

I remember the ^eams and glooms that dart 

Across the school-boy's brain ; 
The song and the silence in the heart, 
That in part are prophecies, and in part 

Are longings wild and vain. 

Thus was begun the life of our New Grammar School, and 
under the guidance of a Rector possessing so much firm- 
ness, tact and knowledge of boys' ways with a staff so 
able as his learned assistants — Beverley, Macdonald, 
Legge and Martin — ^there was every hope that the seed 
being then sown would in time yield noble fruit. The 
building itself was, and is, reckoned a worthy specimen 
of our native granite, conferring honour on the men who 
planned and raised it — James Matthews, architect, and 
Adam Mitchell, mason. The cost, including ground, 
was put at well on to £20,000. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

[Ninth August, 1902. Coronation Day has been quite a 

red-letter time in Aberdeen. The weather — for the past 

seven months the wettest, coldest I can recall — proved 

favourable, and the rejoicings postponed in consequence 

of the King's illness were carried out successfully in 

right royal manner. Public buildings, private dwellings, 

were beautifully decorated with festive floral devices of the 

happiest artistic nature ; flags, banners, streamers of every 

hue and size waved innumerable, and Bon-Accord was, 

admittedly, never seen more loyal and gay than now when 

celebrating the crowning of Edward VII., and his fair 

Queen Alexandra. Tens and tens of thousands lined the 

streets, while window, house-top, every favouring point 

and pinnacle, indeed, had its crowded spectators. The 

Royal, Historical, Labour, procession, formed on the 

Links, extended to fully two miles, a moving, impressive, 

humorous pageant of horses, chariots — of devious fashion 

— ^with mounted character-representation figures covering 

centuries. This procession was the outstanding feature 

of the day and did honour to all engaged in its formation 

and management. The evening illuminations were also 

an attractive success — none more so than those lighting 

up our beautiful time-scarred Cross House. Business, 

generally, was at a stand-still from noon till night 

Public thanksgiving worship was held — all denominations 

joining — in the Old "West Church ; the members of the 

Town Council and Harbour Commissioners banquetted 

in the Council Chamber, and loyal feeling with perfect 

(157) 



158 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1863 

order prevailed during the long August day. The tidings 
of the London great doings, telegraphed hour after hour, 
were gratifying. Our convalescent Sovereign was bearing 
the trying Westminster ceremonial well, and there was 
but one prayer, and it can be put as it pithily ran in a 
Union Street shop window : — 

May gentte Peace, and Hononr without stain, 
Exalt the splendour of King Edward's reign.] 



Here I come across some offhand verses for which it 
may be said Volunteers David Smith and Harvey Hall are 
to be held responsible, for the one suggested and the 
other sang them at the annual dinner of their high and 
exalted Fourth Rifle Company. The lines had of course 
to be trolled in the easy-come-along-lads style which 
gives point to such ditties. I think Bule Brita^Miia formed 
the refrain to every verse : — 

Tho' singe-ing's not much in my line I yet wiU try a stave, 

And troU you forth a verse or two 'bout men both bold and brave ; 

So comrades all a chorus give, and that right joU-U-lee, 

As I gaily chant of our noble selves — ^the great Fourth Companie. 

Since first the cry swept o'er the land with speed of lightning storm — 
"Invaders fain would tread our shore, so form, Riflemen, form." 
Since that proud day — I'm sure, my lads, with this you will ag;ree — 
The Queen could count no truer hearts than our own Fourth Companie. 

At marching 'neath sweet ladies smiles or fighting friendly foes. 

To City and to County Corps the gauntlet down we throws. 

At steady drill and rifle skill no conquerors have we. 

So round and round let the Bugle sound of the great Fourth Companie. 

Now as I sing this lay, my lads, join aU with loud acclaim, 
And welcome give like Volunteers to Captain Hogarth's name ; 
To him we owe whate'er we are for 'twas his boast to see. 
The foremost ever in the North, his own Fourth Companie. 

Again, my noble comrades, list farther to my matter — 

Let's hail, with every honour due, our leal new chieftain — ^Latter. 

We'll follow him on awy Kale, whene'er he gives the key^ 

For he ne'er will heat the time for retreat to his gallant Companie. 
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And have no fears, brave Volunteers, that this here theme I'm leavin*, 

Until we pays our best respects to bold Lieutenant Stephen ; 

His stately tread when at onr head, is something grand to see, 

So one cheer more in honour of our corps, the great Fourth Companie. 

The last two gentlemen who have place in the above are 
gone (1902), but Richard Latter and Alick Stephen 
were for long marked figures in Union Street. 

Now began much stir and speculation anent the 
coming municipal elections. I do not remember so many 
names ever before having been coupled with likely 
changes in the Town Council. First and foremost 
attenticHi dwelt upon the Dean of Guildship. George 
Jamieson was retiring from that position, and two pros- 
perous city merchants were in the field : George Black 
Bothwell, and David R. Lyall Grant. The former 
gentleman was so well known, his ability for public 
work so pronounced, that while every weight was given 
to the intelligence and energy of his opponent little doubt 
was seriously expressed as to the result. It came thus : 
Bothwell 133, Grant 84 votes. At the Ward meetings we 
had wearisome dialogues of talk, with but scant humour. 
"VB^ell on to a dozen candidates were named, including — 
First Ward ; Alexander Nicol, shipowner ; Ex-Dean 
Jamieson, Alexander Gibb, C.E., John Duncan, advocate. 
Second Ward : Baillie William Henderson ; Donald Catta- 
nach, advocate ; George Robb, merchant. Third Ward : 
Sir Alexander Anderson ; James Matthews, architect ; 
George Brown, auctioneer. The polling was unusually 
heavy, although two of the gentlemen mentioned were not 
voted upon — ^Messrs. Duncan and Gibb — while Messrs. 
Brown and Cattanach were unsuccessful. The Lord 
Provost got an overwhelming amotmt of support — 631 
votes — and his friends pointed to the fact as a proof of Sir 
Alexander's popularity. Two days after the election the 
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full Council met when the various statutory offices were 
filled, the only tussle for place worth remark lying 
between Mr. Nicol and Mr. Cooper for the Shoremaster- 
ship. The latter was chosen by eleven to five votes and 
thus stood : — 

ABERDEEN TOWN COUNCIL, NOVEMBER, 1863. 

Lord Provost — Sir Alexander Anderson, Advocate. 

BadUies. 



John Urqnhart, Druggist. 
Robert Watson, Builder. 



William Paterson, Druggist 
William Adamson, Sharebroker. ) 



Ofice Bearers. 

Dean of Guild — George Black Bothwell, Candle Manufacturer. 

City Treasurer — ^William Gordon, Sharebroker. 

Master of Shoretvorks — Patrick Cooper, Advocate. 

Master of Kirk and Bridge Works — ^William Lumsden, Merchant 

Master of MortiflcaUons — Alexander Morison, Draper. 

Master of Guild Brethren's .HbapitoZ— T 4ichl an McKinnon, Ironfounder. 



Councillors, 



William Leslie, Architect 
Henry Jackson, Physician. 
David Knox, Ironmonger. 
Alexander Nicol, Shipowner. 



George Jamieson, Merchant 
George Robb, Merchant 
William Henderson, Architect. 
James Matthews, Architect. 



Offlciais. 

Town Clerk-'John Angus, Advocate. 

Toum 2VMMur0r— Alexander Eraser, Advocate. 

Lord Barcaple's term of office as Lord Rector of our 
University having terminated, the students put two can- 
didates into the field, Lord John Russell, and Mr. Mount- 
stuart Grant-Duff, M.P. At the election 231 students 
polled for Earl Russell, and 133 for his opponent. The 
noble Lord, moreover, had a majority in all the Four 
Nations. There was a good deal of squib literature 
issued, but the proceedings were conducted very quietly, 
forming a striking, or non-striking, contrast to the previous 
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Rectorial election. Through some misunderstanding 

between the Scottish North-Eastem Railway and the Lon- 
don Steam Navigation Company as to carriage rates, an 
advertisement appeared, quite unexpectedly, intimating 
that the Aberdeen and Newcastle Shipping Company 
would run their steamer the Victoria every Tuesday 
from Aberdeen to Montrose, returning same afternoon. 
And the vessel did commence her sailing, but matters 
were soon arranged pleasantly, Messrs. J. B. Adam & 
Company announcing that '*the Victoria is now with- 
drawn from the passage'*. Both sides had gained the 
end sought. 

At the annual meeting of the Infirmary Managers 
held for the purpose of appointing fourteen persons from 
the general public to join the management, effect was 
given to the known desire that representatives from the 
trades bodies who had contributed £50 to the funds 
should be selected. There was the best feeling on this 
point amongst the legally constituted managers, and the 
following were chosen for the year : George Morrison, 
shoemaker ; James 'Wliite, flesher ; William Daniel, 
house carpenter ; and George Brock, shipping master. 

It will be remembered that on the election of 

Provost Anderson a proposal was mooted to give him 
a public banquet. This he declined, but sixteen members 
of the Town Council now entertained his Lordship, in 
the Douglas Hotel, to dinner, and presented him with 
a magnificent silver salver costing one hundred pounds 
or guineas, I forget which, in recognition of their 
appreciation of what he had done for the city. The 
gathering was semi-private, and Baillie John Urquhart 
presided. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

No fewer than ninety managers of the Royal Infirmary 
were present at the quarterly court when the election of 
a physician in room of the late Dr. George Carr took 
place. Two candidates had entered — Dr. Archibald 
Keith, Aberdeen, and Dr. James F. Smith, late of 
Broughty Ferry. Both were most influentially supported. 
The votes were equal — 45 — for each candidate, and there 
was considerable excitement during the counting scrutiny. 
Then the President — Sir Alexander — gave his casting vote 
for Dr. Smith and that gentleman was appointed. As 
time wore on he became universally known in our city as 
Professor Smith-Shand, and as universally respected. 
He ever was a great favourite in his work at the Uni- 
versity and the Hospital, and to myself there is no finer 
or truer appreciation in the Aurora Borealis Academica 
of 1899 than that contributed to his memory by one of his 
most distinguished students, Dr. "W. L. MacKenzie, now 
Medical Inspector to the Local Government Board of 
Scotland. In the course of his paper the writer, alluding 
to the unruffled nature of his teacher under class tension 
has these words — " Smith-Shand lived in equilibrium, . . . 
his smile was alone worth the fee. Humour is a great 
thing to have." It is here I would like to come in, for it 
was in his acts of tenderness, his touches of humour, that 
I knew the Professor so long and familiarly as a fellow 
worker. The last public appearance, known to me, made 
by Professor Smith-Shand was as President of the Medico- 

Chirurgical Society at the centenary meeting of that body, 

(162) 
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14th December, 1889. I had, as usual, been an invited 
guest, but unfortunately caught a fearful cold, and on the 
afternoon of the dinner in writing an apology for absence 
I jotted down on my note the following verses which, to 
my pleased surprise, appeared next morning in the 
newspapers as part of the proceedings. The Professor- 
President had been moved to read the effusion, with, he 
told me, round-and-round the table appreciation. More : 
he said it was to be duly minuted in the records of the 
society ! 

THE FLOWING CATARRH. 

When the cold of December comes freezing, 

With the morning sharp, bracing, and clear ; 
When by night yon are snifting and sneezing, 

And yonr eye yields the nnbidden tear — 
Why, then, don your cosiest Under, 

See no window or door stands ajar, 
Get hot water and double the " cinder " — 

And sing hey ! for a flowing Catarrh ! 

When a chill creeps the whole body over. 

And anon you're at high fever heat ; 
When to send for the Doctor you hover. 

And muse what hell give you to eat ; 
Then your thoughts conjure up a vile mixture, 

With a taste between "castor " and tar. 
So you vote— stay at home like a fixture — 

And nurse your free-flowing Catarrh. 

The Medicos form a great faction — 

Chirurgery — noble, of course ; 
And a hundred full years of their action — 

Well — the world might be better or worse : 
So I waft you. Sir Chairman, a greeting — 

May no " sends for " your dinner joys mar — 
Here's success to your cent'nary meetings* 

While I treat my free-flowing Catarrh I 

Evening entertainments were numerous this season. 
We had special amateur theatricals by the officers of the 
garrison. They were attended by crowded fashionable 
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audiences. The performers were evidently no prentice 
hands at sock and buskin endeavour, and they gave en- 
joyable renderings of comedy and farce with much 
success. The gentlemen taking leading parts may be 
still remembered by some of my elderly readers : 
Captain F. G. Sherlock, 72nd Highlanders ; Captain 
Colin McKenzie, 78th ; Captain Knollys and Lieutenant 
W. S. Mackenzie, 93rd, with Major Duff (already in my 
Beminiscences), of the Staff. CoUn McKenzie spoke a 

clever prologue written by himself. ^Mr. and Mrs, 

McLein were doing fairly well at the theatre, having 
judiciously strengthened their company by Mr. John 
Nelson, a capable young leading man who soon thereafter 
made his mark in London. He possessed fine manners, 
and gave much promise, but died early. Tom Taylor's 
Ticket of Leave Man^ was originally produced about 
this time, and immediately obtained great popularity 
here and throughout the United Kingdom. We had a 
Prince of Wales Circus in Market Street, owned by J. E. 
Emidy, a black man, it strikes me. The more notable 
members of the company were Henry Brown, an apt- 
speaking clown, and Herr Christoff, a first-rate rope 
dancer. He was also a dusky individual. ^The Satur- 
day evening entertainments were continuing, but not with 
the encouragement they deserved. The committee worked 
with much spirit, none devoting more attention to the 
enterprise than John Crombie, C.A., afterwards one of 
our Baillies, and for years a liberal-handed promoter of 
popular amusements. He died 1898, aged 64. 

Her Majesty's Commissioners in Lunacy having in 
their Annual Report desiderated an increase in the 
means of indoor amusement at our Asylum, and Dr. 
Robert Jamieson, the respected superintendent, always 
much concerned about those under his care readily 
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concurring in the recommendation, the staff — ^the whole 
of us — entered with hearty spirit into the matter, being 
materially aided therein by several of the gentlemen 
patients and officers having a turn for painting, carpentry 
and the drama. In a jiffy we had a handsome little 
stage erected in Elmhill House Hall, and entertainments 
of a varied character given in the presence of delighted 
assemblages of the residents and attendants. A limited 
number of relatives of the patients were also invited. 
The entertainers were, happily, a somewhat versatile 
combination. Dr. James Philip, the chief medical assist- 
ant, was good at anything, and Edward Savage, the 
steward, was quite a handy character-man. Moreover, 
the staff were able to write their own newspaper notices, 
and I have the paragraph of the opening performances 
before me. From it I quote as follows : First there 
was introductory pianoforte music by a young lady, then 
the Treasurer of the Asylum put in an appearance and 
forthwith delivered himself of a prologue a portion of 
which ran thus : — 



Ladies and gentlemen — 
A messenger am I with friendly greeting, 
To bid yon welcome to our opening meeting. 

" All the world's a stage ; " so Shakespeare sagely says, 
And men are players all, in strange and devions ways. 
The bustling globe drives on ; each street a race-course 
The prize Renown or Riches : empty, false Day-dreams ! 
How different we ! Safe from such hnrry-scnrry, 
Our " even tenor " free from vain deluding flurry. 
Serenely hermit-like we choose a calm retreat, 
Nor sigh for big- world Life, — its strifes, heart-breaks, and heat 
Here from the mob retired, to quiet seclusion lent — 
Sana Politics, Police ; sans Taxes, Debts, or Rent ; 
With fertile Fancy whispering, we can muse alone, 
And boast a little Kingdom — every inch our own. 
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Meanwhile my errand's o'er. Some f nture night 
The pleasant task be onrs to strive for your delight. 
Others there are I know your bidding will obey — 
And goodly banqnetings provide — ^now grave, now gay. 
From Books they'll coll the Poet's rarest treasures — 
Music shall yield her sweetest, boldest measures ; 
And thus whUe Winter reigns, with pastime pure and true, 
We*ll hold high Summer holiday of heart. Adieu ! 

The entertainment was so successful that it was repeated 
on an early eyening, when the enjoyment was enhanced 
by the kindly assistance of several *' outside " friends. 
My ^K^est Church Choir sang a variety of glees and part- 
songs, and Robert Cooper, principal tenor, fast taking 
rank as our most accomplished local vocalist, excelled 
himself in Sir Henry Bishop's where do Fairies Hide 
their Heads, a sweet dainty ditty which he made a 
favourite over a large portion of the North of Scot- 
land. 

"With the close of the year came the sudden death of 
William Makepeace Thackeray. No thought, no indica- 
tion whatever had been whispered regarding the illness of 
the famous novelist, and the feeling expressed by Johnson 
on the passing away of David Garrick might in full 
measure be applied to the departure of the great-hearted 
author of Vanity Fair : " His going hence eclipsed the 
gaiety of nations ". 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

The year 1864 opened throughout the kingdom with loyal 
rejoicings, the Princess of "Wales having, on Friday, 8th 
January, given birth, so ran the record, to " a fine boy *'. 
As Albert Victor the boy won for himself the character 
of a true English gentleman, and well adorned that 
position till 14th January, 1892, when to the great grief 
of the nation he, then just on the eve of marriage to 
Princess Victoria Mary of Teck, died in his twenty- 
eighth year. The lady wedded deceased's brother, 
George Frederick, Duke of York, 6th July, 1893. 

Locally, public proceedings were commenced in the 
happiest spirit. The Town Council promoted seemly 
Auld Yule festivities by entertaining the members of the 
Incorporated Trades to a banquet in recognition of past 
hospitalities received from that honourable fraternity. 
Some 160 gentlemen dined within the Council Chamber, 
the company including representatives from the leading 
public bodies. Lord Provost Anderson presided. There 
was good speaking, some excellent singing, and no re- 
porting. Two out-of-the-way incidents may, however, 
be mentioned. At Sir Alexander's behest the '* Loving 
Cup of Bon-Accord," filled with the best of Burgundy, 
was passed round and partaken of by one and all 
present. The contents had an inspiring effect, and 
Shoremaster Patrick Cooper made a rousing hit when, 
standing in imagination on the river side at Allenvale, 
he verbally sketched a natural entrance from the ocean 

to the harbour, and declared that to command such an 
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entrance, " it would be worth while to throw one of the 
Grampian hills into the sea ! " Twas a bold figure, and 

might at one time have become reality. ^The Council 

Auld Yule observance was a decided success, and perhaps 
induced Mr. Milne of Kinaldie, when presiding immedi- 
ately after at a meeting of the Royal Northern Agricul- 
tural Society, to lovingly dwell upon the virtue of taking 
due care of the inner man. He pled for an increase of 
members and a return to the good old custom of having 
a comfortable dinner at the close of the Annual Show. 
Nothing could be better, he said, than to work hard in 
anticipation of a good dinner. Applause emphasising 
this timely sentiment, worthy Kinaldie ended with a 
warning thus : ** Now, gentlemen, you will be pleased 
to understand that every member here is put upon his 
particulars to get a neighbour to join the society ". To 
auld-f arrant folk like some of us, isn't "put upon his 
particulars " emphatically fine ! 

The Fusion of the Colleges spirit was still rampant in 
not a few of our local movements. The University 
Library proved a bone of contention for a period. There 
was a feeling that the two College libraries should be 
made one and have principal lodgment in Aberdeen. 
The King's College authorities did not bow to this desire, 
and the Old Town retains predominance in the supply 
and variety of the books, under, however, much im- 
proved facilities for obtaining loan of them, thanks in 
no small degree for this boon to the learned and genial 
Librarian — P. J. Anderson, M.A., LL.B. The entries in 
competition for the Moir scholarships brought two very 
able young men to the front, John Legge, Huntly, and 
Charles Niven, Peterhead. Both were graduates of the 
University, and the scholarships meant £65 per annum for 
four years to each of the successful candidates. Mr. 
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Thomas Still, teacher, Invenuie, was elected to the 
Classical Mastership of the Grammar School vacant by 
the resignation of Reverend Charles MacDonald, while 
Herr Muller was appointed to teach French and German. 
Patrick Cleland obtained the office of Drawing Master. 

^The Gold Medal awarded to the best student in 

the fourth class of the University was carried by David 
Ferrier, "Woodside This gentleman has been much 
heard of in the scientific world. As an F.R.S. he now 
holds the position of Professor of Neuro-Pathology, 
King's College, London. 

The popularity of the Music Hall Saturday evening 
entertainments was well maintained through the engage- 
ment of Harry Clifton, who was not only a most enjoy- 
able comic singer but an interesting personality. He 
had a pleasant voice that travelled well ; possessed a 
budget of clean, dainty character songs, several of them 
from his own pen, such as Polly of Paddington O-reen, 
Paddle your own Canoe, etc., with lively catching melodies. 
Harry became a great favourite wherever he appeared. 
There was not a tinge of vulgarity in his methods of 
producing effects. He was a kind of forerunner of the 
now famous Albert Chevalier, without that artiste's strong 

dramatic power. Henry NichoUs, elocutionist, was 

also a sure card at the entertainments. He had been 
once a member of our theatre stock company, and was 
at the date in question Reader at the London Crystal 
Palace. A well-balanced body of medical students gave, 
under the patronage of the Lord Provost, two perform- 
ances in the Music Hall for the benefit of the Royal 
Infirmary, then treating a large number of fever patients. 
The weather proved unfavourable, and while the 
audiences were select and fashionable the entertain- 
ments did not receive the support from the general public 
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the performers and their cause deserved. In the com- 
binations of vocalism, dancing and dramatic ability the 
amateurs were exceptionally accomplished. One of the 
young gentlemen, his name escapes me, gave much point 
to some introductory lines I had written, a portion of 
which went : — 

Yon know onr text We plead in name of those 

Who yonder lie in Fever's wasting throes. 

Ah ! if you saw, as we see day by day, 

The crowded Wards — ^the voiceless sad array ; 

That silent eloquence, more potent far than words, 

Would wake with angel touch the heart's responding chords, 

And move you, as compassion moveth us, to try 

To pour the oil and wine : You would not pass them by. 

Our mutual presence, then, tells of a mutual f eeUng, 
The " better part " we trust, in each, in all, revealing. 
You there, we here, come with the same desire — 
To serve the suffering, sans reward or hire. 
We meet to make the aching head rest lighter. 
The pale cheek rosier, and the dim eye brighter. 

And generous, indeed, the fit if few patrons present 
were. Three of those engaged in the charitable work 
specially distinguished themselves : Messrs. Matthews, 
Gray and Thomson. I have lost sight of the two former, 
but Sir George Thomson, who has risen to high rank in 
the Indian Medical Service, was visiting his *' home " — 
Aberdeen — not so long ago looking all right and lasting 
well. Lady Thomson, I take the liberty of adding, is a 
daughter of that popular citizen, Mr. John Ferguson, 
advocate. 

Whenever native art and artists of the first rank 
became the theme of conversation in local circles George 
Jamesone (the Scottish Van Dyck), William Dyce (the 
Parson Painter, as his father styled him), and John 
Phillip (Philip of Spain, so sumamed), were the quoted 
names for special laudation. The first mentioned had 
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long passed to the silent land, and now the second " was 
not : " \G^illiam Dyce, R.A., died in London on the 14th 
Febmary in his fifty-eighth year. Our townsman had 
attained almost foremost place alike as painter, scholar 
and critic, and the feeling of regret at his unexpected 
decease was deep and widespread. His masterly his- 
torical and religious works brought him highest distinction. 
The frescoes in the House of Lords are universally 
admired and must long keep the name of Dyce an 
honoured word in the list of British artists. The 
deceased's brother, Dr. Robert Dyce, was well known in 
connection with Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Over a wide portion of our county the farmers and their 
domestics were bestirring themselves regarding a proposal 
to do away with the half-yearly feeing markets and 
substitute a system of registration offices in different 
districts. Well-attended meetings were held at Kintore, 
Inverurie, etc., on the subject, and much diversity of 
opinion was expressed — not unfrequently in somewhat 
heated language. A compromise was favoured : engage- 
ments to be made of six months' duration, but to fall 
terminable on one month's notice from either masters or 
servants. This was tried, but no material change took 
place in the half-yearly open-market feeing order of 

things. Abram Batten, wine merchant, a lively, pushing 

Englishman, who had become settled amongst us through 
marriage with the eldest daughter of Host Robertson of 
the Royal Hotel and was doing useful secretarial service 
in connection with the volunteer movement, now pro- 
pounded a scheme for an Aberdeen Exchange Buildings 
Company. He aimed, through advertisement, to erect 
suitable buildings at the foot of Adelphi Court on a rather 
extensive scale. They were to embrace Stock Exchange 
Rooms, a Chamber of Commerce, Telegraph Station and 
so forth through a capital of £10,000 in two thousand 
shares of £5 each. The scheme, while held to be timely 
and desirable, was not taken up by men of means, and so 

came to naught. Mr, George Maitland, agent during 

the past thirty years for the Glasgow publishing firm of 

Blackie and Company, died at this date aged sixty-seven. 
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He had long been identified with the temperance cause 
— ^filling for a considerable period the presidential chair 
of that active body. 

The Infirmary Managers were much concerned regard- 
ing the resignation of Dr. Alexander Kilgour, Physician 
and Clinical Lecturer on Medicine in the Hospital — an 
office which he had held for six-and-twenty years. " My 
other professional engagements (he wrote) prevent me 
giving the daily and close attendance at the Infirmary 
which is required of me as one of the physicians '*. In 
simple phrase the leading northern light of his profession 
added his sincere and grateful thanks for the unvarying 
kindness and courtesy he had received during the long 
period he had been an officer in their "invaluable 
Institution''. The Provost in briefly referring to the 
resignation said, amid warm applause, it was a loss that 
would be very difficult to replace. The Doctor would, 
however, continue a consulting physician to the Hospital. 
In the earliest pages of these reminiscent jottings I tried 
to outline some of the characteristics of Dr. Kilgour, and 
there is only need now to say that he bulked so largely in 
the estimation of all classes of the citizens that his retire- 
ment from public work was matter of sorrowful comment 
and regret. There was much speculation as to who 
would obtain the vacancy in the staff, but at the election 
meeting only two names were mentioned, and the ap- 
pointment fell almost imanimously to Dr. Archibald 
Reith, who was fast gaining an excellent name as a local 
practitioner. He was a son of Mr. George Reith, already 
referred to in connection with railway matters. 

Our local artists Giles, Brodie, Cassie and George Reid 
were receiving much critical commendation for their 
latest contributions to the Royal Scottish Academy. 
** There is no artist (wrote one penman), in the Exhibition 
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who can be compared to James Cassie as a marine 
painter," and "Cawdor Castle" by George Reid, was 
spoken of as possessing '* the true poetical feeling for that 
sentimental hour when — 

The moon is up, and yet it is not ni^t'* 

John Phillip at this time produced his famous " La Gloria," 
a Spanish child's funeral, and it, at a leap, placed him 
alongside the greatest of contemporary painters. It got the 
chief position in the London Royal Academy, and was 
secured by a famous London publishing firm for four 

thousand guineas. We had the American "learned 

blacksmith" Elihu Burritt, lecturing to us, and David 
Kennedy singing Scottish songs of youth and yore with 
growing acceptance. He had the educative advantage of 

Edward Land as piano accompanist. The benefits at 

the theatre were on hand. Mrs. Pollock had a bumper 
house, and played Mrs. "Wildbriar in Falconer's capital 
comedy Extremes, or Men of the Day, in a manner that 
delighted the audience through her apt assumption of the 

Lancashire dialect. Considerable discussion had been 

heard anent a proposal to secure a statue of the Queen. 
The matter was initiated at a semi-private meeting of 
parties in the Incorporated Trades Hall. Out of doors 
the project did not meet with ready acceptance, there 
being a notion that the movement was in some way 
antagonistic as bearing on the Prince Albert memorial. 
The proposal now came before the Town Council through 
Baillie \6^illiam Adamson. He urged that £500 had al- 
ready been subscribed to the movement ; the work was 
to be entrusted to their rising townsman, Alexander 
Brodie, and as the Council had voted a hundred guineas 
to the Albert statue, a like sum should be given in the 
present case. The motion of the ardent Baillie was 
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adopted tmanimously, and the elated young sculptor 
began his task. Her Majesty expressed her willingness 
to give him a sitting at Balmoral. 

George John James Hamilton-Gordon, fifth Earl of 
Aberdeen, died at Haddo House, 22nd March, 1864. 
Before entering the House of Peers he had represented 
the county in Parliament for several years, having been 
elected to the seat in succession to his uncle Admiral the 
Honourable William Gordon. Never enjoying robust 
health his Lordship took comparatively little interest in 
political doings, devoting himself mainly to his home, the 
upbringing of his family, and the welfare of his tenants. 
He was a man of fervent religious feeling, joining earnestly 
in every movement having for its end the social and 
domestic advancement and happiness of the people : a 
beneficent Christian gentleman. He died in his forty- 
eighth year, and was succeeded by his eldest son George, 
who had such an adventurous career as a sailor. When 
mate of the schooner HeTO, he was washed overboard on 
the voyage from Boston to Melbourne, 27th January, 
1870, and was succeeded by his only surviving brother, 
John, the present Earl, who has won much honour in 
the State, and manifests amongst those around him in his 
Northern home the highest attributes of the illustrious 
family he so worthily represents. 

The Royal Northern Agricultural Society were taking 
active steps against the Cattle Diseases and Importation 
Bills then before Parliament. The members held a 
special meeting and passed resolutions condemning the 
measures, holding that they " contained clauses objection- 
able on principle and unworkable in practice". The 
chief speakers were Mr. William McCombie, and Mr. 
Alex. Campbell, Blairton. Both spoke well, for they knew 
their subject thoroughly. This is the hitting the-nail-on- 
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the«head style in which Tillyfour began : *' Our Society 
represents five counties — the largest and most important 
breeding counties in Britain, and as Aberdeen alone sends 
one-seventh part of the supply to the great Christmas 
London Market it must be admitted that no other district 
is so deeply interested as to the Cattle Importation and 
Diseases Bills, and that the resolutions we pass to-day 
must carry weight not only in Parliament but through- 
out the United Kingdom". Tillyfour was well backed 
up by his friend Campbell, one of the most prudent 
of our leading agriculturists — sagacious alike in word and 
deed. You always felt that Blairton, like reliable, dis- 
cerning Robert Walker of Portlethen, had weighed things 
well before he ventured on a pronouncement, and as he 
had a keen, mobile countenance, it was not difficult to 
determine the line he would take in advancing his views. 
These views were always held in great respect, for the 
sea-side farmer was a man of sense and substance. I 
have pleasant remembrances of his generous fireside, and 
the Behelvie, Udny, Foveran folk that were wont to gather 
around him and his most amiable helpmate. I sometimes 
used to sing a song to them — amongst others this homely 
thing to the canty air of Clean Pease Strae : — 

JAMIE BLYTHE'S CLYACK SANG. 

Noo Winter wi' his blusterin' breeze 

Sweeps owre the shiverin' lea ; 
And songhin' 'mang the leafless trees 

Wakes moumfu' melody ; 
And damoronsly the ragin* win* 

Comes thnddin' at the door ; 
But couthilie weVe set within, 
Sae let it rap and roar — 

For here aroon the ingle bricht, 

In friendship kind and true, 
We're met to hae a hearty nicht 
And celebrate the Ploo. 
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The reapers' sang nae mair is heard, 

The ban'ster*8 glee is gane ; 
And Robin reidbreist, dowie bird, 

He cheerless chirps alane ; 
The leadin' bye, bare ilka rig, 

The hairst ban's hand for hame. 
The stacks are theekit ticht and trig- 
To doot wad be a shame — 

Then ane and a', Jock, Jean, and Rab, 

Strik' in and join me noo* — 
The shnttle o' the farmer's wab— 
The staunch nnfailin' Ploo. 

We've met afore on nichts like this — 

Maybe we'll meet again. 
They help to mak* life's burden less, 

And cheat Care o' his pain ; 
Tween win' and weet, thro' slush and sleet. 

The wark's been late and lang, 
Complein wha daur, things micht be waur, 
And sae I end my sang — 

Wi' ance again in chorus, boys, 

For this ye will aloo. 
The key note to our chiefest joys 
Maun aye be Speed the Ploo. 



[While in the region of Song I desire to make an im- 
portant correction. At page 376 of my first volume I 
attribute the fine wail, '' A Wee Bird Cam'/' to William 
Miller, in place of to William Glen.] 



12 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

On a favouring April afternoon the cutting of the first 
turf of the important new waterworks took place on the 
farm of George Rebecca, Braeside of Pitfodels, just where 
the lower Mannofield Reservoir is. There was no munici- 
pal display. The Lord Provost with the Police Commis- 
sioners and a goodly sprinkling of lookers-on were present, 
and the ceremony was carried through in quite a business- 
like manner. Beyond a decent new spade and a befitting 
wheel-barrow for the Provost's use, there was nothing of 
the ornamental order manifest, and surely the most close- 
fisted tax-payer could not grudge these requisites at the 
inauguration of a scheme that was to supply the city with 
five million gallons daily of pure Dee water ! Sir Alex- 
ander spoke briefly, expressing the opinion that Mr. 
Easton Gibb, son of a most respectable citizen counting 
the fifth generation of successful contractors, would carry 
through the imdertaking in a way worthy of the reputa- 
tion of his family. Dean of Guild Bothwell was in 
contented mood and in flowing complimentary periods 
alluded to the Lord Provost as being the only Chief 
Magistrate who would with confidence have entered on 
such aok important scheme. Let us (quoth he) give Sir 

Alexander three cheers : and they did. ^The Saturday 

evening Music Hall entertainments now terminated, and 

there being a balance to the good of over £50, it was 
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resolved to spend the money in imparting musical edu- 
cation to promising young local vocalists. 

Aberdonians with a leaning to letters were well 
pleased at this time that the University of Edinburgh 
had conferred, on the same day, the honourable distinc- 
tion of LL.D. on two loyal sons of Bon-Accord fast making 
names for themselves in the literary world, to wit, John 
Hill Burton and Joseph Robertson. Both were graduates 
of our University and had been apprentice law students 
in town. Professor Innes — also connected with our 
quarter — ^in presenting the degrees spoke of Burton as a 
member of the Scottish Bar, a Fellow of the Royal 
Society, and Crown Manager of Prisons in Scotland : one 
who had devoted himself to literature since ever he could 
read and write. Robertson (the Professor continued) 
besides being Vice-President of the Society of Antiquaries , 
and Superintendent of Her Majesty's Register House, 
had well paid his debt to his native Aberdeenshire, having 
done more than any other man, living or dead, to il- 
lustrate its history. The literary gift of Hill Burton is 
continued in his daughter, Mrs. James Rodger, authoress 
of Aberdeen Doctors, while the charming Book of Borir 
Accord alone must for many days keep the name of 

Joseph Robertson in honour. A few spirited members 

of Aberdeen Juridical Society who had formed them- 
selves into a dramatic club, made a bold bid for 
Thespian fame by presenting Shakespeare's matchless 
As You Like It on the boards of Marischal Street Theatre. 
They acquitted themselves with much credit 

A miscellaneous concert given by the Choral Union 
under the patronage of the Lord Provost drew together a 
fairly good audience. The mixed voice triumph of the 
eveaing was the singing of Steven's splendid setting of 
Shakespeare's noble lines from the Tempest : — 
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The doud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 
Yea, adl which it inherit, shall dissolve, 
And, like the baseless fabric of a vision. 
Leave not a rack behind. 

The Union nerer, in my hearing, sang anything better 
than this fine six-part glee. Mrs. Sunderland was chief 
soloist, and bowed her farewell to the North by artistic 
renderings of With Verdure Glad, and Eve's Lament- 
ation. ^The modest and becoming monument to 

Doctor Francis Adams, erected within the grounds of his 
residence at Banchory-Teman, where he had spent his 
honoured life, was now uncovered in presence of a con- 
siderable assemblage by Baillie James Forbes, Aberdeen, 
Chairman of the Acting Committee. The tribute stands 
well to public view as the traveller turns from the village 
on his way to the romantic Bridge of Feugh. It bears in 
Latin the following inscription from the classic pen of the 
deceased's close friend. Principal Sir M^illiam Geddes : 
''In memory of Francis Adams, M.D., LL.D., of all 
Physicians whom Scotland has produced most familiar 
with the treasures of literature, and with the resources of 
science. Long in this retired vale, far from Court or 
University, a true votary of Apollo, he devoted himself 
faithfully to Medicine and the Muses. He was bom at 
Lumphanan on the 13th March, 1796 ; and died at 
Banchory on the 26th February, 1861. Lamenting the 
loss of one most dear to them, his friends have erected 
this." 

Our popular and learned townsman, the Rev. Doctor 
'VB^illiam Robinson Pirie, on coming home from Edin- 
burgh, where he had been filling with signal success the 
Moderator's Chair of the General Assembly of Divines 
— Established, of course — was greatly complimented on 
the manner in which he had discharged the varied duties 
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of his high office. Old frequenters of the Reyerend Court 
▼owed that no moderator of the century had made the 
proceedings move on in more business-like fashion, I 
remember tall William Smith of the Daily Review^ one 
of the most likeable reporters Edinburgh could boast in 
my day, saying that if the pressmen had their choice they 
would record their votes, as one pencil, for '* Pirie, Aber- 
deen, t>eing made perpetual Moderator " . " Willie Smith ' ' 
— he was a Montrosian — is mostly forgotten now, but in 
writing his name I, in fancy, hear him holding an evening 
sederunt of companions in silent admiration by his touch- 
ing, his untaught, untrained singing of such a simple 
masterpiece as Alexander Hume's setting of Bums' Flow 
Gently, Sweet Aftan, or, older still. Meet Me on the Lea 

Rig. ^There was some very troublesome sharp-shooting 

going on in the Board Room of the Police Commissioners. 
Mr. Easton Gibb, contractor for the new waterworks, 
required bricks and clay for proceeding with his im- 
portant labour — and this material he had arranged to get 
from the Torry Brick Company. Councillor William 
Leslie, C.E., had been appointed arbiter on the proper 
carrying out of the contract, but when it appeared that 
this gentleman was a partner in the Brick Company a 
number of the Police Commissioners held vigorously that 
he had placed himself in a very doubtful, or at least 
awkward, position. Could he (they queried) in the cir- 
cumstances legally act as arbiter? There were other 
complications. The Provost was also a partner in the 
Torry Company, and jobbery was whispered. The 
question then turned this way — Should not Mr. Leslie 
resign his office as arbiter and let matters run on blame- 
less rails ? Mr. George Walker, legal agent for the Com- 
missioners, was questioned on this point at a Board 
meeting. His answer was, as always, ready and safi 
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'* No arbiter can resign without good cause and without 
consent of both parties : whether Mr. Leslie can assign 
good cause I cannot say". A deal of discussion — with 
personalities — ^followed, and at length it was agreed to 
take opinion of Counsel on the point. This was done, 
and the answer in effect was against the Leslie appoint- 
ment. 

In the healthy way of cricket we enjoyed two excellent 
matches, the Perth and the Grange clubs visiting the 
Aberdeenshire at Albyn Ground. In the first of the frays 
the Fair City men won, the totals standing — Perth 152, 
Aberdeen 139. Our highest scorers were Easton Gibb 
31, A. D. Fordyce 31, F, Manson 18, W. Adlington 16, 
J. F. Lumsden 15. By fine bowling — single innings — 
W. Morison had seven of the Perth wickets to his credit. 
In the next contest our homesters proved victors in 
the double innings thus — Grange 198, Aberdeen 200 and 
four wickets standing. Our principal run-getters were 
W. Thorp 33, J. F. Lumsden 32 and 4, R. A; Henderson 
7 and not out 33, Easton Gibb 21 and 2, with nine wickets 

as his share in the trundling. Our principal streets 

were again brightened by attractive bits of volunteer 
colour — the Third Wapinschaw had commenced. The 
entries were more numerous than formerly, and the 
weather proved on the whole favourable. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gordon, Major Innes, Major Farquharson, Captain 
Forsyth, Captain Innes, Captain Dingwall Fordyce, lieu- 
tenant Crombie were the superintending officers, and 
the business went forward in soldier-like fashion. The 
shooting was well contested. The * ' blue ribbon " of the 
meeting — the Aberdeenshire Bugle — went to the country, 
being carried off by the Alford men with the fine score 
of 308 marks. Fyvie came next with 304. The Long 
Range competition— 800, 900 and 1,000 yards— aroused 
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considerable interest, bringing together as it did the 
following crack shots : — 

Sergeant Forbes, 6th A.R.V 70 

Harvey Hall, 4th company Ist A.R.V. 50 

Captain Arbathnot 62 

George Wilken, 6th A.R.V 65 

Lieutenant Jopp, 10th A.R.V . 61 

Major Innes 64 

A review and grand ball took place in connection with 
the Wapinschaw. There were many spectators on the 
Links from the country, the Great North Railway alone 
bringing on Tuesday and "Wednesday 5,700. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

At the July meeting of the Town Council an unusual item 
of business came up — so unusual that it may be thought 
worthy of notice. The Finance and Improvements Com- 
mittee recommended that the Council should accept the 
offer made by the trustees of the late Provost Alexander 
Brown to give the sum of £600 to the town, together 
with the Athenaeum buildings, on condition of the trustees 
being relieved of their obligations as f euars. Lord Provost 
Anderson said he was sure the members of the Council 
felt it was a very hard case to find the representatives 
of a former Chief Magistrate of the city losing so much 
money by patriotic efforts to improve the town. Sym- 
pathetic expressions fell from several of the Council, and 
the recommendation was adopted. The yearly feu duty 
of the Athenaeum was reckoned at £375, and the total 
cost of the buildings at £12,000. Afterwards, when the 
property was sold to Mr. James Blake, who occupied 
the principal portion as a news-room, it brought only 
£5. But better record has to be made regarding the 
main portion of .the Athenaeum. In 1873, when re- 
exposed for sale, Mr. Alex. Emslie Smith, one of the 
ablest of our younger lawyers, became owner at the sum 
of £3,800, while sixteen years afterwards— 1889— he dis- 
posed of his lucky purchase at the handsome price of 
£9,750 to Mr. James Hay, whose first-class " Athenaeum 
Restaurant " is known far and wide. " Jamie," so well 
remembered by some of us as a boy in the David Robert- 
son Royal Hotel days, has enjoyed — ^thanks in no small 
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measure to his untiring helpmate — a continuous flow of 
fortune. 

Captain Dingwall Fordyce of Bruclday, a former re- 
presentative in Parliament of the city, died at his town 
residence, Albyn Place, in his sixty-fourth year. He 
entered the navy at the early age of twelve, and was 
steadily at sea for well on to thirty years — having been 
present at several engagements. He was a great favourite 
on every ship in which he served, and, indeed, was 
beloved by everybody. In 1847 he stood for the City 
against Colonel Sykes, was successful, and proved a most 
attentive member. Captain Fordyce was an exceedingly 
amiable gentleman, and a greatly respected landlord. 

He was buried in our St. Nicholas Churchyard. 

Another much esteemed citizen was missed at this date : 
the Reverend David Simpson of Free Trinity Church, 
Crown Street. He had reached the three score and ten, 
having for thirty-nine years of that period laboured 
faithfully to and won the affection of a large congrega- 
tion — ^nearly all of whom ''came out'* with him at the 
Disruption of 1843. His church at that time was the 
building at foot of Market Street known for many years 

now as the Alhambra Music Hall. Huntly District 

lost a popular man at this time : Mr. George Macpherson, 
Gibston, Factor for the Duke of Richmond on the Strath- 
bogie estates. He was accounted an admirable manager 
in everything pertaining to agriculture, and it was finely 
recorded of him '' that he was ever helpful to those who 
had to struggle with adversity ". My own remembrance 
of Mr. l^cpherson is in connection with the rowdy 
Parliamentary election proceedings of 1861, at Huntly, 
when he did a good day's turn for Mr. Leslie, the un- 
popular candidate, in boldly succouring him from the 
onset of an infuriated mob. Deceased's eldest son — 
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Mr. Andrew — is partner in the local legal firm of Messrs. 
Cochran & Macpherson. 

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, King Street, was now 
consecrated, the ceremony having been delayed in con- 
sequence of the debt long remaining on the building. 
There was a large congregation, most of the best families 
in the North connected with the body being represented. 
There were also not a few official dignitaries bearing 
well-known names present. The Very Reverend Dean 
Ramsay, Edinburgh, read the morning prayers. Though 
related to Deeside he was comparatively little known 
locally at this date, his fascinating book, the best of all 
the volumes dealing with Scottish Life and Ch-aracter^ 
being yet to come. The Archbishop of York, the Most 
Reverend Dr. Thomson, preached the opening sermon, 
choosing for his text Hebrews vii. 26, 27. The discourse 
was greatly admired, alike for its composition and the 
distinct, impressive style in which it was delivered. After 
the consecration proceedings luncheon was served in the 
Music Hall to a company numbering well on to 300 — 
Bishop Suther, of course, presiding. There was some 
first-rate speaking, serious and sectdar — ^the Chairman 
and the Archbishop excelling in the manner they dwelt 
upon the ceremonial doings of the day, this being delight- 
fully lightened by the wholesome humour that came 
brimming over from the lips of Dean Ramsay and the 
Most Reverend the Primus, Dr. Robert Eden. The Dean 
in replying for the toast of "The Strangers," given by 
Mr. William Leslie, M.P., concluded by half -saying, half- 
chanting thus : *' Old TuUochgorum Skinner called on 
Whigs and Tories to unite and sing his brave song in 
political harmony and good humour together (hear, hear, 
and applause). Had he been amongst us now, I am sure 
the same spirit would have told us to smooth down our 
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religious differences, and, therefore, though dead, let us 
this day hear the good minister of Longside's voice 
amongst us — 

Let High and Low Church a* agree. 
To spend the day wi* mirth and glee, 
And cheerfu* sing alang wi' me 
The reel o' TnUochgorum." 

The way the hale and hearty Reverend Dean gave off 
this adapted verse was magical, and nobody could have 
believed that a gathering of daintily dressed, genteel 
people who had been so lately engaged in a solemn 
ceremony, could have burst into such a storm of applause 
and laughter as followed. But while the Dean was good, 
the Right Reverend Primus was perhaps better. Hear 
him : he is alluding to the persecution in past days of 
Northern Episcopalians under the penal laws : " It was 
indeed (said he) my own lot some years ago, in order 
that I might minister to a few of our people in Caithness, 
to go to ^ick. I had been informed — and there was 
something of terror in the information — ^that the last Bishop 
of Caithness had been roasted alive (laughter). I, there- 
fore, selected the depth of winter (great laughter). On 
arriving there I found the Sheriff, and I communicated to 
him my personal anxiety, but he encouraged me by 
presenting himself alive, informing me what I did not 
know before, that at the time they roasted the Bishop 
they boiled the Sheriff (peals of laughter)." There was 
genuine wit in the way the learned Primus lowering his 
voice added — *'A11 these things comforted me'*. The 
consecration luncheon was a thing to be remembered, for 
it gave imiversal gratification. In the evening Mr. and 
Mrs. Gordon Pirie entertained His Grace of York and 
a noted company at Stoneywood House. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Her Majesty and Court at Balmoral were not favoured 
with the best of holiday weather, bat this did not hinder 
them enjoying frequent long drives. The Right Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone was for a period at the Castle as Minister 
in Attendance : the Reverend Dr. Caird preached in 
Crathie Church, and the Queen gave Alexander Brodie, 
■sculptor, a couple of sittings for the Aberdeen statue, the 
progress of which met with her approval. ^The Brae- 
mar Gathering, though held on a day of pelting rain, was 
honoured by the Prince and Princess of Wales from 
Abergeldie Castle. The Earl and Countess of Fife from 
Mar Lodge, Colonel and Mrs. Farquharson of Inver- 
cauld, with large parties of visitors were also present. 
The Fife and Farquharson Highlanders turned out well. 

Our noted townsman, the Reverend Dr. John Cum- 

ming, of Crown Court Church, London, paid us his usual 
visit, as representing the Protestant Reformation Society. 
He was a clever man and an attractive preacher. His 
own church was attended by the best of the Scottish 
nobility, and by congregations so numerous that it was 
difficult for strangers to obtain entrance. He, however, 
propounded prophetic vagaries, and denounced Roman 
Catholicism in a manner that did not enhance his standing 
with many thoughtful people. On this visit he preached 
and lectured to large audiences in the town's churches. 
The Doctor had long taken a deep interest in Scottish 
Psalmody, and under Charles Purday the singing in 

Crown Court Church was much spoken about Purday 
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knew his duty thoroughly, and his tune "Sandon" (I 
have the composer*s presentation MS. beside me), set to 
Cardinal Newman's famous hymn Lead Kindly Light, is 
so far as my knowledge goes, the best adaptation of the 
words for congregational use that has yet appeared. 
This aside sentence, as it were, allows me conveniently 
to note that Dr. Gumming on preaching in the Old yfftsi 
Church was '* so taken " he said, with the singing of 
the choir that he consulted Mr. James "Walker , merchant — 
the friend of so many musical movements — if he thought 
the conductor would care to remove. James, good 
fellow, knew I was too comfortably situated to venture 
any such change, and besides : London was a big order ! 
Old Grammarians may be reminded that their loved 
ancient seminary in Schoolhill was, with its ground 
surroundings, sold at this date for £1,000 ; also that Mr. 
William Rattray of the Free South Church School became 

English Master in the new buildings. Through the 

resignation of Professor George Ferguson the office of 
Classical Examiner for Degrees in the University was 
rendered vacant, and four of its graduates entered as 
candidates — ^the Reverend Alexander Beverley ; Reverend 
John Leask : Reverend S. D. F. Salmond ; and Reverend 
James Smith. The appointment was for three years, 
and the salary £80 per annum. On going to the vote 
Mr. Salmond was elected. At the same time Dr. William 

Williamson was made a Medical Examiner. Hopeful 

announcements appeared regarding healthy winter night 
amusements. The Choral Union were to have two 
engaging English young lady vocalists — Miss Rose Hersee, 
soprano, and Miss Clara Elton, contralto, at an early 
miscellaneous concert ; David Kennedy in his '* Songs of 
Scotland " selections had out his bills. The Saturday 
evening entertainments programme for the season em- 
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braced names of pleasing repute, and the season had 
commenced at the Theatre. The opening company was 
an acceptable one. Henry Talbot was again with us for 
a brief space playing his old Shakespearian rdles. His 
coming was heralded by a notice of startling laudation, 
written, it was hinted, by his eloquent old father of whom 
my readers have heard. "Well, wherein lay any harm ! 
Did not Mrs. Garrick boastingly confess that " her Davy " 
made things comfortable by inditing his own press 
critiques ! 

Dr. Kilgour's term of office as Assessor representing 
the General Council of the University Court now ter- 
minating, that body met, Principal Campbell presiding, 
in full strength, for the Fusion spirit was still unsubdued. 
Dr. David Brown, in a calm persuasive speech nomin- 
ated Dr. Kilgour for re-election, maintaining that there 
existed no more enlightened, no more zealous friend of 
Aberdeen. The Reverend Dr. "William Pirie seconded. 
Tall, burly, John Black, one of Her Majesty's able In- 
spectors of Schools, proposed the Reverend William 
Meams, the kindly, most gentlemanly parish minister of 
Kinneff . He was seconded by the Reverend Dr. Taylor, 
Leochel-Cushnie, another of the good old school of Scottish 
pastors. Mr. Black's speech had a fighting tone through- 
out. He was a strenuous upholder of the Fusion party, 
and was weighed accordingly. Very hard words were 
said regarding this meeting and the references to Dr. 
Kilgour and his supporters. The contest indeed became 
very much a trial of power between the town and 
cotmtry graduates. On voting the show of hands was 
greatly in favour of the Physician, but Inspector Black 
demanded a poll, the result of which came forth in a few 

weeks as follows : Meams 185, Kilgour 176. While 

these proceedings much perturbed the heads of the 
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University the students, as a body, were more moved by 
the untimely death of a late comrade serving abroad, 
Lieutenant James Humphrey, son of the proprietor of 
Comalegy. As a boy he had distinguished himself at 
the Grammar School, entered Marischal College as First 
Bursar, gained a high position in the "Woolwich Exam- 
inations, was sent to India, soon heard of as a rising 
yotmg officer in the artillery, and now after all his early 
triumphs tidings arrive of his death when he had reached 
only his twenty-first year. 

Presiding at the annual meeting of the Deeside Railway 
Company, Mr. John Duncan complimented his fellow-share- 
holders on their getting seven per cent, dividend on the 
portion of the line to Banchory. The Aboyne extension, 
however, could only afford two per cent., and the reason 
was obvious : people wished to get farther up Deeside, 
to the real Highlands, and the sooner the line was ex- 
tended to Braemar the better would be the paying results. 
In consequence of diversity in the Board, the Chairman 
moved that in place of re-electing Baillie William Hen- 
derson, and Dr. Robertson, Indego, as directors. Sir James 
Elphinstone and Sir Alexander Anderson should be 

appointed. This was agreed to. In connection with 

the reference to Upper Strathdee the following incident 
may be mentioned. About this time Colonel James 
Farquharson of Invercauld married Miss Elizabeth 
Oswald of Auchencruive, and there were as already 
noticed great rejoicings at Braemar and the surrounding 
country. At Castletown a grand dinner was given, and 
John Begg, the genial Lochnagar distiller, in proposing 
the toast of the railway interest, alluded to a statement 
of William B. Ferguson, the Secretary, that on the line 
reaching the Highland village where they were now en- 
joying themselves, an express train might be run from 
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Aberdeen to Castletown in two hours ! Veil, quoth Mr. 
Begg, that may be, but as yet there was no sign of im- 
provement so far as cost of travelling was concerned, for 
he remembered that twenty-five years back John Irvine 
with his four-in-hand old coach conveyed a passenger 
from Ballater to Aberdeen and back for five-and-six- 
pence. This as to period must have had reference to the 
closing thirties of last century, and affords matter of re- 
flection to the holiday Deeside visitor of the current year, 
1903. Well do I recollect " Johnny " Irvine's turn-out, 
vehicle and stud. I was a boy in that long-ago day, 
assisting my brother in training horses on the Links, and 
was therefore interested in all coaching affairs. Johnny's 
stock-in-trade was not much to brag about or look upon, 
but when his son got the " ribbons " in his hand he, with 
a crack of his whip, changed the whole show. As a 
driver young Jack Irvine was, in his rough way, an artist 
to the finger tips. 



CHAPTER XXXVin. 

There was little promise of anything specially stirring in 

connection with the new Town Council elections. Lach- 

lan McKinnon retired from the First Ward and two 

candidates appeared, James W. Barclay, and George 

Stirling. Both these gentlemen have already been 

mentioned in my notes. George Thompson of Pitmedden 

in proposing the re-election of BaiUie "William Adamson, 

paid him a very high compliment : '* There was not a 

more faithful man within the limits of Bon-Accord, or 

one whose future held out greater promise ". Convener 

Mackenzie nominated Mr. Stirling and eulogised his 

services as a Police Commissioner, while Alexander 

Stephen, painter, in bringing forward Mr. Barclay, said 

his nominee possessed an amount of intelligence and 

zeal equalled but by very few. Baillie John Urquhart 

did not seek re-election in the Second "Ward, and 

George Brown, auctioneer, an old public servant, re- 

ceived the vacant seat. There was no change in the 

Third Ward, Treasurer Gordon and William Lumsden 

being undisturbed. Dean of Guild Bothwell had been 

unanimously re-appointed, and so Sir Alexander found 

little change around him at the Coimcil table. 

A gentleman passed from amongst us at this date, one 

so helpful to every deserving soul with whom he came 

in contact, and who was so kind to myself, personally, 

on my entering upon the new duties of the Infirmary 

and Asylum Treasurership, that I venture to use the words 

I then wrote regarding him : — 
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" So far as the expression is justly applicable to one 
holding the position of head of an important public com- 
mercial company, this may be safely put on record —that 
for a very long period there has not been manifested in 
Aberdeen so general and deep a feeling of regret at the 
loss of a private servant as the present week has seen 
called forth by the death of Mr. James ^estland, manager 
of the North of Scotland Bank. Mr. Westland died on 
"Wednesday (2nd November, 1864), at the age of sixty- 
two ; but, though thus well advanced in life, there was 
not discernible, at the last hour when he left his desk, 
any slackening or decay in that activity of body and 
mind which characterised him from youth, or any falling 
Oiff in the sound judgment and keen observation of men 
and things, which served him so well in the trying and 
delicate duties of his latter years. The history of the 
North of Scotland Bank is well known to most people 
living within the wide circuit over which its operations 
extend ; and equally wide and well is the fact known, 
that the prosperity and stability of the establishment 
were never greater or surer than while in the hands of 
him we now miss, for bringing the matter to figures, the 
truth is patent that, during the managership of Mr. West* 
land, the shares of the bank about trebled themselves in 
value : that is to say, in 1848, they were selling at less 
than £3 ; they are now quoted at £8. But with all 
his close attention to business, the deceased gentleman 
never wanted time to do a good action— quietly and 
effectively ; and there are not a few men now standing 
on pretty sure footing in various parts of the world, who, 
when they read of Mr. Westland's death, will do so with 
sorrow the more sincere that they have good and grate- 
ful reason to remember the kindly hand which first 
helped them along." 
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At the October meeting of the Harbour Commis- 
sioners that body had before them the question of pur- 
chasing the Torry Farm, of which Mr. George Milne of 
Kinaldie and Sir Alexander Anderson were the pro- 
prietors. The property brought a gross rental of £875. 
The owners had intimated that £28,000 was the lowest 
price at which they were disposed to sell. The Com- 
missioners took the matter into consideration, but giving 
no decided answer at the end of a couple of months, Mr. 
Milne withdrew the offer, stating that when the body 
were prepared to renew negotiations he had no doubt 

they would come to fair terms of purchase. Lord 

John Russell, who had been elected Lord Rector of the 
University, now came north to be installed into office, and 
this ceremony took place at Marischal College. The 
inaugural address was, however, delivered in the Music 
Hall, which was crowded. His Lordship was the guest 

of Mr. John Webster, advocate. Mr. Leslie, M.P. for 

the county, let it be known that owing to the state of 

his health did not intend to seek re-election. ^The 

musical outstanding fall-of-the-year feature was the visit 
of Madame Grisi, Madame Sainton Dolby, Signor Mario, 
Mr. J. G. Patey, Mons. Sainton, violin, and Herr Meyer 
Lutz, piano. They formed a rare combination of talent, 

and the concert was a great success. ^The Saturday 

evening entertainments were renewed with variety per- 
formers of good standing — and a young townswoman — 
Miss Madeline Baxter — ^who had been a member of the 
East Church choir and gave promise of becoming a 
pleasant songstress, made a very gratifying appearance. 

Gustavus V. Brooke was starring at the theatre with 

all his old success. His Othello and Sir Giles Over- 
reach were as powerfully impressive as ever, and 
left memories of his greatness as an actor that can never 
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be forgotten. Presbyterian Church praise was again 

receiving practical attention through a newly formed 
body ''The Aberdeen Psalmody Improvement Associa- 
tion ". The combination comprised nearly the whole of 
the Leaders — all denominations — ^in the quarter, and I 
see that one of the first lectures was titled "The Pre- 
centor : his Duties, Qualifications, etc.," by the Scribe 
hereof. It was printed and reads pretty well ! 

Road reform was much in the air at this period, and 
at a special meeting of the Royal Northern Agricultural 
Society the question was debated at great length. Mr. 
William McCombie of Tillyfour presided, and amongst the 
other speakers were James W, Barclay, Auchlossan, A. 
Campbell, Blairton, J. Cochran, Little Haddo, W. Leslie, 
M.P., R. Copland, Ardlethen. The Road Bill before the 
country was keenly criticised by men deeply interested in 
its proposals, and, it may be said, the speech of Mr. Barclay 
obtained special attention, even from city folks. There 
was the breath of inspiration in it. He was now a member 
of the Town Council, and his business capacity led him 
to be spoken of by friends as a coming man. It chanced 
that we knew each other pretty well through Banchory- 
Devenick Church intercourse. He lived at Cults, and 
day after day walked, lesson book in hand, into town 
when attending the University. This meant, therefore, 
that Mr. Barclay began public life with sound educa- 
tional advantages, and the fact was now beginning to 
yield fruit. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

The last week of November was exceedingly rough and 
stormy, but the good ship Stanley, belonging to the 
Aberdeen and London Steam Navigation Company, being 
posted to sail on the night of Wednesday, 21st, put out to 
sea in command of a long-tried and trusted mariner, 
Captain Thomas Howling. He had been twenty years in 
the same service, and the Stanley was thoroughly manned 
as to crew. The passengers numbered some thirty-two, 
and the majority were ladies. The greater portion of the 
cargo consisted of cattle and sheep intended for the 
London Christmas Market — all on deck. The vessel 
held well out to sea but the gale steadily increasing the 
Captain, when some miles off Newcastle, found it his duty, 
in consultation with his chief mate, John Main (who said 
he could take the ship safely into Shields having been in 
the trade there) to attempt this course. There were, 
however, no guiding lights to be seen on shore, and all 
being dark the Stanley grounded. Before this, and out- 
side the bar, there was much confusion on board, and the 
crew losing control of themselves delayed obeying the 
master's orders. He lashed himself and three of the ladies 
to the rigging, and was the last with his faithful mate to get 
away from his ship. Great efforts were made by the coast- 
guard and lifeboat crews to launch assistance, but for 
a time all was in vain, and twenty-six lives — including 
thirteen ladies, three of them said to be brides — were lost. 
When tidings of the fatality reached Aberdeen on the 

Saturday, the excitement was touchingly pitiful, many of 
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those missing being connected with the town and the 
immediate North. At the inquest on the bodies recovered, 
the jury, sitting near the scene of disaster, found that the 
wreck was purely accidental, but considered that the 
master and mate erred in taking the bar too soon. Re- 
garding their skill and courage there was no doubt. The 
Board of Trade held that Captain Howling had acted for 
the best in the trying circumstances. This yerdict gave 
much satisfaction in Aberdeen and generally throughout 
the country. Our Town Council and the Harbour Com- 
missioners immediately voted £50 in aid of the sufferers 
by the catastrophe. 

Mr. George Skene of Rubislaw died at the advanced 
age of ninety. Although the proprietor of the valuable 
land which now forms so important a portion of our city, 
the deceased gentleman was comparatively little known 
in Aberdeen. He resided mostly in Eldinburgh, and was 
the eldest member save one of the Faculty of Advocates 
there. Mr. Skene was a close and favoured friend of Sir 
Walter Scott, who dedicated the fourth canto of Marmion 

to him. Sauntering one summer evening out the 

Rubislaw Den way with Sir Alexander Anderson he 
dwelt upon the fine old names some of the humbler 
places bore, and specially quoted to me *' Hirpletillim '* as 
one. In the course of time the conversation led to the 
following verses : — 

HIRPLETILUM. 

There's nae sic men a-makin' noo 

As ane I kent near Robslaw quarries ; 
His een are dosed, canld, canld his broo, 
He's deen wi' a' life's cares and sharries : 
Daavit Drain o' Hirpletillim, 
Drink never yet was brewed wad fill him ! 
Stout an' swack, broad breist, strancht back, 
Gaed strength and swing to Hirpletillim. 
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At kirk and market Daavit Drain 

Ower elder, factor, got a hearin* ; 
On dootfa' pints to mak* things plain 
He ezerceesed the g^ o' swearin* : 
Daavit Drain o* Hirpletillim, 
Storm and stoor ne'er dang could kill him ; 
Up wi* the lark — ^frae mom to dark 
Wa3 heard the soon' o' Hirpletillim. 

He held things gaan in bam and byre, 

At jadgin' stock he own'd nae marrow ; 
'Nent horse and nowt he'd never tire, 
His skill conf oonit Farrier Harrow : 
Daavit Drain o' Hirpletillim, 
Wi' fear nae soul micht try instil him. 
Even Ury's laird, wi* feint and gaird, 
Was scarce a match for Hirpletillim. 

Banld Daavit was an Unctioneer, 

At plenishin's he flomish't bravely ; 
His " Going, gone," rang firm and dear, 
Slow higglers he admonished gravely : 
Daavit Drain o' Hirpletillim, 
What mortal bom could e'er ill-will him 7 
But noo he's gane — and 'neath yon stane 
Nae bode can wauken Hirpletillim. 



CHAPTER XL. 

Sabbath, 1st January, 1865, was a delightful winter day 
— ^the air sharp and bracing, bringing a red warm glow 
into faces that generally were of the interesting pale hue. 
The Infirmary profited through the weather, the churches 
being largely attended, for it was, in modem phrase, 
" Hospital Sunday," as established in 1764, and faithfully 
as such recognised to the present hour. The evening, it 
may be noted, was marked by an unusual event, and 
I quote myself in here recording it. " For a long, long 
period there had been regular Sunday evening services 
in the East Church, the six city pastors, or their assistants 
and substitutes, performing the duties. This was now 
brought to an end, and certainly, as things were con- 
ducted, not before time. It is not too much to say that 
fhe scenes enacted, and the behaviour of certain of those 
who went to these evening services, were a scandal to 
any body of Christian worshippers. The majority of fhe 
attenders were young men and young women who made 
the church a place of resort for the sole purpose ap- 
parently of having '*a lark" and meeting afterwards, 
laughing aloud, paper-pellet throwing, lucifer match- 
lighting, and whole seatfuls of lads and lasses, from 
opposite sides of the church, walking out in dozens by 
preconcerted signals — ^were common occurrences. So 
bad, in fact, did things become latterly, that the male 
and female portions of the gathering were kept separate 
by the one sex being only allowed to the galleries of the 

church, while the other was confined below ! Even this 

(200) 



1865] REV. GEORGE MEE 201 

did not cure the evil, and so on New Year's night the 
church was, by resolution of the city clergymen, shut, 
and very probably the services would be discontinued 
altogether. Of course it must be understood that the 
assemblages whose conduct had compelled this measure 
were in no way to be identified with the very large and 
respectable congregation proper of the Blast Church. It 
may be humiliating to record these proceedings, but I was 
a witness of them, having, with the West Church choir to 
be present, leading the psalmody on the evenings when 
it came to the turn of the Reverend Dr. Forsyth to conduct 
the pulpit services." 

While on Church matters, mention may be made 
that the Reverend George Mee, sometime pastor of 
the Baptist congregation. East John Street, right-hand 
side — ^I forget its exact name — was giving a series of 
lectures in the Music Hall Buildings. He had dropped 
the ministerial prefix and became exceedingly popular. 
He was a most engaging preacher, up-to-date in his texts 
and testimony. After quitting Aberdeen Mr. Mee entered 
upon newspaper-editorial work, a line of literary life for 

which he was peculiarly and fully equipped. Matters 

had not been going savingly in St. Mary's Chapel, Garden 
Place, and the building now changed hands at the price 
of £2,525 — ^less than half it had cost Mr. Lee and his 
friends. The services were continued under the Reverend 
Thomas Dove Dove. 

Monday, the 2nd January, beheld a blithesome civic 
sederunt. There were meetings of the Town Council 
and Harbour Commissioners. Business was quickly dis- 
patched, and there and then the entire body unanimously 
resolved themselves into becoming New-Year's-Day festive 
form and discussed matter most inviting without agenda 
card intimation. The gathering, with the Lord Provost 
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guiding, numbered well on to forty, there being present 
beside the members of the two Boards, the Town Clerk, 
with other Council and Harbour officials, and the repre* 
sentatives of the Press — all, everybody, without pencils. 
Cake and wine were liberally dispensed ; several season- 
able toasts were duly honoured ; and so stimulating 
became the proceedings — particularly after the announce- 
ment that the past year's Harbour surplus had reached 
£13,000— that somebody sitting not far from Shoremaster 
Cooper whispered, ''Hing in, Peter". The Inverurie 
watchword acted like a spell, and it was forthwith mooted 
that the Harbour and Council Boards might meet with 
the view of having a friendly talk on various questions 
incidental to the improvement of the port. The proposal 
got ready acceptance, and, some three weeks after, the 
very same company assembled in the same place in full 
fig and dined together joyously. 

Sir Alexander Bannerman, a familiar household name 
in Bon-Accord for many a long year, died at this date in 
London. Bom here in 1788, he, from an early 
manifested remarkable energy in whatever 
he entered upon. He was a partner in the Bannermill 
Company ; Milne, Cruden & Company ; Duffus & Com- 
pany, and entered the Town Council in 1821. These 
were the days of virulent political party feeling. Banner- 
man opposed Toryism in every form, and was regarded 
as leader of the Whigs, so when the Reform Bill of 1832 
came into action he was elected member for the city and 
sat as such till 1847. He was a great favourite in London 
Liberal circles, was knighted, and, about his retirement, 
made Governor of Prince Edward Island. Latterly he 
held a like position in Newfoundland. Alike in his youth 
and maturity "Sandie Bannerman" was accounted the 
very prince of local humorists ; a continually quoted 
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practical joker. He was a clever speaker, a lively writer, 
much liked. His death occurred through his slipping in 

descending the stair of his London residence One by 

one we cross the river. Robert Macleod, journeyman 
tinsmith, passed over to the majority in his fifty-eighth 
year. He did not come before the public in any special 
way, but he had much influence amongst his class as 
a man of genuine intelligence and sense. There was not 
an atom of the demagogue in Robert, but he did a mighty 
amount of helpful work for his comrades. 'What a fund 
of good stories he had and how well he could tell them ! 
TVe used to meet at little soirees of humble folks where 
we were helping to make life's burden easier in the way 
of giving a song or recitation. But there never was 
anything better than Robert Macleod's speaking — it was 
just speaking — of William Anderson's masterpiece, Jecm 
Findlater's Loon, To use a sounding high-class phrase, 
he held his listeners, aged and juvenile alike, spellbound. 
Oh, the healthy laughter I have heard him create ! Peace 
to his memory. 

Not a little concern was caused by the discovery that 
through the approaching railway operations some three 
hundred and odd families would be ejected from their 
homes in the Lower Denbum quarters. The Reverend 
v. A. Gaulter, of Free Trinity Church, recently come to 
town, took a leading part in advocating a Co-operative 
Building Scheme, and at a public meeting delivered an 
able speech on the subject, urging that "good house 
accommodation was inseparable from moral, spiritual 
and intellectual progress". Mr. Gaulter was an earnest 
young pastor, spoke with pointed neatness, and was a 
willing citizen labourer. The promoters of the building 
scheme aimed at obtaining a capital sum of £3,000 
for the eriection of houses for the working classes at 
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yearly rents of from £4 to £6. Not much came of 

the commendable endeavour. The Reverend Mr. 

Bouverie was busy persuading his followers and friends 
to help him in building his new church, St. Paul 
Street. £3,000 was also wanted here, and it was in 

time forthcoming. ^The Choral Union gave Haydn's 

Creation, assisted by Madame Lemmens Sherrington, to 
a highly gratified audience. This lady was a mistress in 
her art and sang delightfully. The Union was, unfortun- 
ately, in low water as to funds at this date, and made it 
pretty clear that if they did not receive more liberal 
support they might have to withdraw from public appear- 
ances. Most happily this musical catastrophe has been 

prevented. "We had now a visit from the real Christy 

Minstrels headed by Moore, Crocker and Ritter who 
originally brought the combination to London. They 
sent the Cockney world half wild, and their touring 
turned out quite a triumph. 



CHAPTER XLI. 

I CANNOT recall many sadder days in the 

during my thirty-six years' service than the forenoon of 

16th February, when the unexpected tidings was whispered 

through the wards — ''Dr. 'Williamson is dead". There 

was no more popular, no better-liked member of the 

entire staff, and the sorrow was very sincere in every 

department of the Hospital. The profound feeling of 

regret with which the mournful truth was received over 

the city bore eloquent testimony to the worth of the 

departed and the sense of the loss sustained by his 

death. Not yet forty years of age he had obtained a 

practice and position far superior to what fall to the 

great majority of his brethren at so early a stage of life. 

Speaking on the authority of those best able to judge, it 

could be safely written that Dr. "William Williamson was, 

without exception, the most rising medical man in the 

North. He had been for thirteen years one of the 

Infirmary Physicians, and it was in the discharge of 

his duties there amongst the patients that he contracted 

the illness — fever — which terminated fatally. Morning 

after morning there was a constant stream of anxious 

citizens, rich and poor, glancing over the bulletins placed 

at his residence Union Street — ^the site now occupied by 

the Free West Church. For every honest creature 

William Williamson had a kindly word, and that word 

was now much missed. At an early quarterly court of 

the Infirmary Managers, Lord Provost Anderson, after 

paying a high tribute to the '* man who had fallen at his 
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post, the hope of our Medical School," added amid 
touching silence, " Need I say he was the attached and 
valued friend of many hearing me, and if I dare to 
venture within the sacred precincts of his home, it will 
only be to say, what is well known, that since the death 
of his greatly regarded father, which occurred when our 
lost friend was very young, he has been the light of the 
eyes of his widowed mother, and not only the best of 
brothers but a father to the whole of his family ". 

Baillie Robert "MC^atson retired from the Chairmanship 
of St. Nicholas Parochial Board. Mr. George Jamieson, 
merchant, was appointed his successor, and I am not sure 
if that gentleman ever took hold of the reins of any office 
with a firmer grip or carried out more worthy work than 
he did in this position. ^Mr. Robert Alexander, danc- 
ing-master, died. He was much patronised by the upper 
class, and there must be not a few growing-old ladies 
and gentlemen still amongst us who tripped their earliest 
" fantastic toe " calisthenics to the strains of his melodious 
fiddle. He was a superior violinist — a gift not granted 
to many of his profession — and was much assisted by his 
wife. I remember being on pencilling duty at one of 
their morning assemblies, in my early press days, and 
only once since (Provost Fleming's Christmas Ball, 1899), 
have I seen so many beautifully dressed and charming 
children. The cheery, nimble Pop goes the Weasel vocal 
country dance was in great favour then, and I declare, 
after some fifty years' interval, I hear and see yet the 
merry maidens and their gallant boyish partners singing 
and gliding along as only happy gladsome young-hearted 
ones can ! Is this worth recording ? Perhaps scarcely, 
but— 

I care not : 'tis a glimpse of Auld Lang Syne. 
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The weather of early 1865 became something awful. 
For wind, rain, frost and snow Aberdeenshire and 
the North had experienced nothing similar for thirty 
years. Railway traffic was interrupted near and far, 
and mail after mail came late, but this did not interfere 
with evening social meetings, one of the gayest and most 
largely attended being the grand ball of the City Battalion 
Artillery and Rifle Volunteers. Between seven and eight 

hundred couples assembled. Torry Farm came up 

again at the March meeting of the Town Council. If the 
Harbour improvements were to be carried out in their 
entirety, all the land lying on the north side of the road 
leading from Craiglug (that is Wellington) Bridge to 
Torry village would be required — some sixty-five acres. 
The purchase of the farm portion at £28,000 obtained 
favourable consideration, provided the Harbour Board 
agreed to put a substantial bridge across the new bed of 
the Dee in line with Market Street. So far as I recollect 
this is the first official mention of the Victoria Bridge, for 
which Mr. James TuUoch, merchant. Quay, worked so 
persistently, and to his credit, with forwarding success. 
This business occupied a deal of time, as also did 
the sewage question — the Provost and Dean Bothwell 
being at variance as to the practical experts to co-operate 
with Anderson, the resident engineer, in carrying it out. 
Cheap-rented houses for the poorer classes was likewise 
engaging earnest attention through a Sanitary Reform 

Company composed of influential citizens. Variety 

was lent to these city endeavours by the announcement 
of General Sir Hugh Arbuthnott that in consequence of 
advanced age and f ailiirg health he was to retire from the 
Parliamentary representation of Kincardineshire. Sir 
Thomas Gladstone of Fasque, and Mr. James Dyce Nicol 
of Ballogie, immediately issued political manifestoes. The 
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Baronet was spoken of as an aristocratic Conservative 
in full degree bnt possessed of not a little of the ability of 
his famous brother the coming Grand Old Man. Ballogie 
was well liked wherever known, having the character of 
a kind encouraging landlord. His address appealed to 
the Liberal party. 

At this period Mr. David Beatt, probationer and 
stranger then — but widely known to us all now as 
the devoted and much respected minister of Belmont 
Street United Free Church — came north under a 
unanimous call. He early secured an excellent standing 
in the town, and as I pen the words he can with honour 
write himself the Reverend and Doctor, also Moderator 
of the United Free Church, Aberdeen. Further en- 
lightenment followed. The cheap telegraph system was 
introduced by the United Kingdom Electrical Company. 
They opened in the most centrical position possible — 
76 Union Street, west corner of St. Nicholas Street. The 
company had a good staff and they transmitted messages 
throughout the country at a uniform rate of a shilling for 
twenty words irrespective of distance — sixpence for every 
ten words additional. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

Aberdeen had never, within my recollection, looked for- 
ward to a more-spoken-about, indignantly debated public 
profit-and-loss meeting than that of the Great North of 
Scotland shareholders called for Friday, 7th April. And 
little wonder. " No Dividend " was the unwelcome reve- 
lation to be announced, a decidedly startling come-down 
experience seeing that the previous return had reached 
seven-and-a-half per cent. There was shareholder fury 
in the air, and general condemnation amongst outsiders. 
The reasons published for this disappointing state of 
affairs were — ''The diminution of the Company's net 
receipts arising from the opening of the Highland line ; 
withdrawal of the through mails ; the great disappoint- 
ment on the Strathspey, Keith, Dufftown, and the Moray- 
shire Railways, and the loss of interest on productive 
capital invested by the Company on these lines — ^together 
amounting to nearly £15,000 for the half year''. The 
coming meeting was the outstanding business concern of the 
town and far beyond, and as it drew nigh, men's appetites 
grew upon what they fed on and the leading topic became 
— How will the Directors look and get through it ? Who 
will be Chairman? was also a common query. "Would 
Sir James quit his parliamentary duties, as he had done 
on former trying occasions, and prove the proper pilot to 
weather the storm, keeping everything by his rough, bluff, 
frank, sailorly manner in trim ship-shape order ? But let 
us have the much-looked-forward-to meeting. Most hour 

glasses run their last sands out sometime, and twelve 
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o'clock came in ordinary course on the Friday named, 
and we will suppose ourselves seated in David Robertson's 
Royal Hotel Hall. I drew at the time a favourably 
accepted pen-sketch of the scene and proceedings, and 
here are a few touches therefrom : " ' Are you going in ? ' 
quoth an old pressman friend ? ' Yes, certainly,' so we 
enter ; but is this the quiet amiable lull before the fierce 
indignant storm ? or had the oil been effectively applied, 
and the wrath of the waters actually and permanently 
laid ? We shall shortly see — meantime look around and 
before you. You are in good company — ^be very sure 
of that. Keen, quick-witted lawyers — ^ready to speak or 
act on any brief at an instant's notice ; cool, calculating 
men of figures, who will tell the secrets of cash-book, 
journal and ledger, by any ' entry ' you choose, as fast 
as the folios can be turned ; sharp, successful sharebrokers, 
whose chief ready-reckoners are telegrams by the hour 
and stock exchange quotations incomprehensible to the 
common mind ; a few divines and physicians, who 
relieve the responsibilities of their higher and graver 
duties by condescending to deal in fleeting, fickle things 
of low estate ; shrewd, money-making agriculturists (some 
of them trying to look distressed), merchants and trades- 
men ; with a fair sprinkling of retired citizens who, 
their busy battle of life over, cautiously invest a portion 
of their well-won savings in speculations of approved 
stability and (generally) sure percentage. Such the 
crowded company around you. 

** At the table in front, your glance first rests, of course, 
on the Chairman ; and that glance suffices to settle who 
he is, and what his fitness for the post he holds. The 
stranger shareholders from the west and the southern 
parts of Scotland know him by his Caledonian Railway 
reputation ; while home-grown folks have the knowledge 
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of his varied achievements and tried ability at their 
finger-ends. The hair of Mr. John Duncan is greyer and 
sparer now than I have seen it ; but the bright eye is yet 
ondimmed, and time hath wrought little change round 
the well-set lips and mouth, which still bespeak strong 
determination and firmness of purpose. The old half- 
defiant, half-aristocratic air every now and then breaks 
forth, losing nothing by the graceful turn of the moustache ; 
and when he smiles, be not quite sure, please, if it is at, 
or with, you. ' A thorough man of energy that, I should 
say,' a stranger remarks. You assent he is a thorough 
man of energy. ' Skilful, too, in the use of his weapons, 
and bold,' your querist adds. Yes, decidedly skilful, 
and bold to rashness sometimes. People say if he has a 
weakness, it lies there. 'Ah! that's rather likeable. 
All frank, fearless fighters make wild hits and desperate 
lunges occasionally ; 'tis the desire to be through vrith the 
thing, one way or another. We shall see how he gets 
through to-day ; he certainly has his work before him.' . • • 
But the reporters are sharpening their pencils — ^at both 
ends too, for they ' see a spell ' before them, and that a 
pretty long one. And never before at railway meetings 
in Aberdeen were there, I verily believe, so many gentle- 
men of the press present. Why, editors and reporters 
together, I counted no fewer than a round dozen in the 
room — including some of the best men of ' pencil craft ' 
in Scotland. I have been told that the sight of a couple 
of reporters, notebook in hand, has ere now frightened 
Town Council orators half out of their wits-— certainly 
out of their words, who would not be inclined to sing 
small to any half-dozen of ordinary mortals. What then 
of our chairman, in the presence of this whole array, 
who with 

WeU-trained finders watch, 
Ready each fact and figure, hit or slip to catch. 
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" Does he blanch ? Perhaps just a wee. But there is 
no shrinking. He seems thoroughly ready for his task, 
for, the preliminary seal-attaching process over, he rises, 
and with small waste of introductory words, tells his 
eager hearers — ' I must have recourse to figures to give 
a full explanation of the crisis connected with this Com- 
pany' — and he buckles at once to his subject. Coolly 
and slowly, however, as all speakers should, who have to 
deal in statistics, and who care for being followed. I 
have heard Mr. Dimcan speak often, and when he had 
stiff opponents to meet, but never did he open with 
greater ease or proceed with readier fluency than on this 
trying occasion. He spoke at least for ten minutes 
glancing now and again at 'head' notes before him, 
without so much as receiving a single 'hear,' to break 
the sound of his own voice, or act as a cheering ' good 
speed to you '. By and by, a solitary laugh came forth 
as the speaker designated some of his own arguments 
such as a lawyer would use. Then when he condemned, 
with just perhaps a touch of glamour, the practice which 
had been followed of debiting certain interests to capital, 
a hearty ' hear, hear ' helped him on from several voices, 
and you felt he had the sympathies of his listeners with 
him. And that was something in such a stress worth 
having. Then he came to the sad sore that weakens and 
prostrates the whole body of the machine he had in hand 
— ^the Branches. Maintaining the policy which led to 
their being considered necessary as feeders to the main 
line, and that, in railway as in military schemes, it was 
requisite to act on the defensive, he said : ' You must 
protect yourselves from invasion ; you must protect your- 
selves from other companies coming into the district which 
you believe to be peculiarly your own ; and some of these 
branches were purely protective '. As he calmly urged 
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this, I daresay the smile that went roand the room may 
have been awakened by the recollection of certain hot and 
lengthy feuds fought over and on the soil of Buchan and 
Formartine — feuds in which there was no abler or more 
determined ' invader ' than John Duncan. 

" From this point forward in his speech the Chairman 
may be said to have had plain sailing. He spoke with a 
frankness, an openness and dash that were catching. 
You could hear quiet compliments passing as to the 
masterly way in which he was managing his case ; and 
see the faces of foes waxing into smiles of belief, and 
their satisfaction as to the goodness of that case. ' Hear, 
hears ' were now plentiful. 

" But the support was not confined to any one quarter ; 
for, when Mr. Duncan boldly courted a Committee of 
Inquiry into the state of the Company's affairs, and 
asked the shareholders to appoint from amongst them- 
selves ' such gentlemen as may appear best adapted for 
carrying out the investigation,' the room rang with warm 
applause round and round — ^testifying that the battle was 
won, the storm quelled, indignation as stingless as a dead 
wasp, and the vessel of the Great North once again on a 
promising voyage with all sails set and the helm in 
trusty hands. Between admiration of the ability of the 
Chairman and satisfaction at his statements, everybody 
was apparently more than pleased ; and when, after 
advising the shareholders ' not to throw away their stock, 
but to keep it for a better day,' Mr. Duncan sat down, 
the cheers burst forth loudly amain, and even the seraphs 
with which the brush of a cunning artist has adorned the 
cupola of Mr. Robertson's hall seemed to smile down 
upon the Chairman's head, serene in the blessedness that 
they were the special 

Chernbs who sit up aloft. 
To keep watch o'er the life of poor Jack" 
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On a former page I wrote, " people never got very 
near to John Duncan, in the familiar sense," and this is 
applicable to my own case. 'We had a word-of -passing 
acquaintanceship, but little more, yet we never met after 
that day but he smiled quaintly as if he were recalling 
the " Poor Jack " reference. 

The Report of the Investigating Committee was duly 
forthcoming, and fortunately there appeared little in it to 
add fuel to any slumbering fire that might have survived 
the meeting which called the document forth. The 
special assembling of the shareholders to give their 
verdict upon the report was, therefore, neither crowded 
nor particularly animated. It was characterised as a 
"very good, sensible, harmless" production. John 
Duncan never exercised the saving grace of calling to 
his aid the soft answer that tumeth away wrath' more 
effectively than now. He spoke of the highly proper and 
judicious things that "these quiet, sedate, sensible, 
shrewd fellows" the committee recommended. This 
should be done, and the smile which lighted up the faces 
of the Board of Directors when leaving the haU was 
evidence plain and pleasant that they were happy in the 
conviction that through the finding now declared they 
could in measured Shakespearian phrase proclaim : — 

Thus have we swept Suspicion from our seat, 
And made our footstool of Security. 



CHAPTER XLIII. 

DR. Alexander Cushny, the most worthy, the leal 
rubicund parson of Rayne, had been Clerk — and a rare 
Clerk — of Aberdeen Presbytery for full forty years, and on 
the occasion of his ministerial jubilee, which now came 
round, he was complimented by his fellow members and 
a few private friends with a massive silver tea and coffee 
service costing one hundred guineas. The presentation 
took place in the favourite clerical resort, the Lemon Tree 
Hotel, and the chair was efficiently filled by the minister 
of Monymusk, the Reverend Thomas Dawson, Moderator 
of the Presbytery. There was a numerous attendance of 
the brethren, while amongst the laymen friends were Sir 
James D. Elphinstone, Sir Alexander Anderson, Mr. 
"William Leslie, M.P., Mr. William Walker, wine merchant, 
Mr. Patrick Cooper, and others. Dinner being dis- 
cussed, very fittingly the duty of making the presentation 
was entrusted to the venerable pastor of Bourtie, whom 
we know. It could not have been in better hands : his 
heart and soul were in the task and he rose to his highest 
oratorical heights — quoting Latin, fully, freely and with 
apt application of phrase. Nor was Rayne, the honoured 
of the day, less happy. The words of his long-known, 
his learned and trusted friend Doctor Bisset stirred him 
to the quick, and the two veterans gave certain younger 
members of the cloth present a spice of the old-time 
training and "pairts" worthy the best days of the 
Garioch. Dr. Cushny made a revelation which was 

warmly recognised — this : " During the forty years I have 
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216 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1865 

been Clerk of Presbytery I have been present at every 
Synod and at every diet *'. And yet the fine old man was 
still looking his best 

Here is a story which appealed so favourably to the 
author of Johnny Qihh that he actually printed it with 
illustrations. The scene lay much about the quarter 
where TlO^illiam Alexander was bom and Dr. Cushny 
laboured. I condense — 

THE QUEER CARLE. 

A Carle cam' to the anld Laird's door, 
He played Scots springs mair than a score, 
He liltit strains o' youth and yore, 

And deftly changed the key : 
His music breathed o' hills and hoves, 
Whaur Dee, the Don, and Ythan rows, 
O' batUe-fields and fairy knowes 

Seen far aff Benachie. 

The Laird, he heard the fiddle fine, 
Thocht to himsel', but made nae sign, 
Jist knacket's thooms oot-owre his wine. 

And set his wig a-jee ; 
Bell Towed she saw him tak* the fleer. 
Whan the Carle strak' up—" A wife wi' gear "— 
In dum'-show pairtner'd wi' his cheir, 

And danced richt merrily. 

Neist week he lan'it at the Manse, 

Sat cheek-for-chow wi' douce cook Nance, 

Screwed up his pegs, and, as by chance, 

Played " Whisky mak's gweed tea '* : 
The Minister could write nae mair, 
His dothers hearken'd on the stair. 
Their mither froon'd yet fain wad share 

The blithesome revelry. 

Whane'er 't got oot — the Carle is come ! 
The wabster left pirn, loom and thrum. 
The tailor tired owre *s steeks to bum, 

The sooter razed his knee ; 
The blacksmith flang his hammer bye. 
The herd loon hnrriet hame his kye. 
The Terra' dogs wad crouchin* try, 

To catch his kindly e'e. 
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By turns he crooned sae slow and sweet 
O' frien's noo gane nae mair to meet, 
That hearts in sympathy wad beat, 

And tears come drappin' free ; 
Then looder girew the swellin* chords, 
The notes rang forth like dash o' swords — 
" For Scotland onward ! loons and lords, 

And quit ye valiantlie." 

On Saturdays at broadest meen, 
When neighbour Dominies convene 
To hae a rubber, weet their speen, 

And swap theology ; 
The Carle, aye a welcome guest. 
Appeared, unfailin*, in his best, 
And took his place amang the rest, 

Whate'er the company. 

On Kirk law, keen to cope wi* Pirie, 
At reels, a match for Gireig o* Garioch, 
Even Bourtie*s Latin he wad query 

By Melvin's verity ; 
Owre Darwin's scheme he cautioned truce ; 
Held views now vexin' Dods and Bruce, 
And leuch *boot some scribe playin' the deuce 

Wi' Eden's aipple tree ! 

Gane, gane alas ! that hope-bricht time 
When hapless Smith was in his prime, 
Then Tennyson, and homelier rhyme — 

Soul-stirring psalmody — 
Would warm an' win, be sung and read, 
Till some young hearts thocht what was said 
Mair precious far than daily bread : — 

But that's a memory. 

A bee in's bonnet ? Mayhap twa. 
We'll lat that flee stick to the wa', 
The noblest wark has aye some flaw, — 

Herein is mystery : 
His faith displayed the Poet's plan— 
Wr him a man was still a man, 
Whate'er his station, creed or dan, 

If stamped wi' honesty. 

At length and last an Unde deid, 

Wha's gospel had through life been Greed ; 

O' testament he left nae screed, 

Nor wife, nor bairn had he : 
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Oor Carle, ocxmtin' next o* km. 
To acres rich and braid cam' in, 
Ceased wanderin' ways and minstrel din, 
For Connty digpity. 

Nae hungry man need pass his door, 

He giveth freely of his store, 

Twas only lent him — ^that, no more — 

A sacred trust in fee. 
Then when the sun sinks in the west, 
And shadows wrap Buck-Cabrach's crest, 
The Carle, contented, dreams of rest, 

In a grave by Benachie. 



CHAPTER XUV. 

Baillie Robert Watson^s seat in the Magistracy be- 
came vacant through his somewhat sudden death at the 
age of sixty-eight. His name ah'eady appears in my 
notes, but having had a good deal to do with him, I 
would like to add that, blessed with good sense in 
enviable measure, and without the shadow of fuss in any- 
thing he put his hand to, he was greatly respected. Bom 
in humble circumstances and commanding but limited 
schooling, Robert "Watson so employed his leisure hours 
while working as a journeyman house carpenter, that he 
successfully taught the Arithmetic and Mathematical 
Classes in our Mechanics Institution. He steadily 
won honoured place, too, amongst his fellow citizens, for 
as a master builder he became Convener of the Incor- 
porated Trades ; Chairman of St. Nicholas Parochial 
Board ; entered the Town Council in 1859, and three 
years afterwards was promoted to a seat on the Bench. 
Baillie "Watson was of the class of men who, at their 

death, are really missed. ^Mr. George Reith, son of the 

manager of Aberdeen Railway, was, to the gratification 
of many friends at his old home, successful in winning 
the first Cunningham Fellowship of £200 in the Free 
Church College, Edinburgh. He has long as a minister 
held prominent place in Glasgow. 

The disappearance of two great men who had filled 
for years vast space in public life occurred almost simul- 
taneously at this period — Richard Cobden, the famous 

Parliamentary orator and Corn Law reformer, who died 
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after a short illness in London ; and Abraham Lincoln, 
the distinguished American President, cruelly assassinated 
by Wilkes Booth while sitting with his family in the 
Theatre at 'MG^ashington. Both these events greatly 
occupied, it may truly be said, the minds of the peoples 
of the civilised world. 

"Wliat was called '* The Thainston Murder " shocked 
everybody, there were so many wretched details encom- 
passing the deed. A man at one time a prospering wood 
merchant at Port Elphinstone, and who as such held a 
respectable position in the Inverurie district, fell sadly 
from that estate through drink and association with bad 
company. One of his fallen companions was the wife of 
a working shoemaker in Aberdeen. She had become lost 
to shame, and constantly blackmailed her paramour. 
Through dissipation and this unfortunate woman's im- 
porttmity the man in question was driven to desperation, 
some maintained to madness, and the result of a hidden 
meeting held between the two in a wood at Thainston 
near Kintore was murder. It was clearly proven at the 
trial in Aberdeen that the man had killed his victim 
with an axe which he was seen carrying. The jury by 
nine to six brought in a verdict of guilty and accused was 
doomed to be hung, but his counsel, Mr. TlO^illiam "Watson, 
made so strong an appeal in his behalf on the plea of 
insanity that petitions were got up for a reprieve. They 
saved his life : the answer from the Home Secretary being 
that the prisoner was "respited until further significa- 
tion of Her Majesty's pleasure ". It was a near thing with 
the doomed man, Calcraft the hangman being in town 

ready to proceed with his gallows work. Unfortimate 

St. Mary's Church, Garden Place, was prematurely 
closed. The Managers would not remove certain of 
Mr. Lee's ** objectionable furniture " held to be of a 
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popish character, and Bishop Suther refused to give 
his sanction to the services. Whereupon Mr. Dove 

declined, temporarily, to continue preaching. ^An 

animated meeting of the University Council was held 
in Marischal College — Principal Campbell presiding — 
relative to the site of the library. The subject had 
greatly exercised the graduates for some time, and the 
attendance of that body was large and influential. The 
Reverend J. M. Mitchell, St. Fergus — ^he was a keen, 
lively speaker, and a kindly friend — moved that in order 
that the library be more generally useful to graduates 
and students alike it ought to be removed from King's to 
Marischal College. Dr. David Brown seconded. The 
Doctor was a somewhat hesitating debater, but when 
once fairly started what a rich command of language he 
had : pure and impressive English. Doctor Taylor, 
Leochel-Cushnie, proposed the retention of the library at 
King's, Reverend George Hutchison, Banchory-Teman, 
seconding. On the vote the figures were : Remove 99 ; 
Retain 44 ; but the Principal held the carried motion 
incompetent, and a vote by show of hands was taken. 
The competency of the proposal was upheld by a large 
majority, but further dealing with Mr. Mitchell's motion 
was deferred till next meeting of the Council. The 
Library remains at King's. 

The Queen, with the Royal Family, was spending 
the fifty-sixth birthday of Her Majesty at Balmoral. In 
the evening they drove round by the Linn of Muick and 
Birkhall. In Aberdeen the event was celebrated with 
loyal demonstrations. The Queen's tradesmen dined 
together in the Royal Hotel — Mr. James Rettie, jeweller, 
and Mr. James Chivas, merchant, respectively discharging 
the duties of chairman and croupier. These gentlemen 
were lively social companions at such festivities. '* Rettie " 
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as he was familiarly styled, had a well-informed anti- 
quarian turn, and in 1868 published a volume, Aberdeen 
Fifty Years Ago^ which contains not a little very readable 
matter regarding our fair city. The series of twenty-one 
engravings are of special interest. The frontispiece, The 
Gateway to the Old Trades Hall, is a bit of superior work. 
The author was a member of the long-established firm of 
Messrs. Rettie & Sons, jewellers. Union Street. Mr. 
Chivas was partner in the business of Messrs. Stewart & 
Cbivas, merchants, King Street, and a most generous- 
hearted gentleman. The Rifle Volunteer Battalion 

paraded on the links in the evening and fired a feu de 
joie in honour of the anniversary. There was a large 
muster — ^thus : Officers 26 ; Sergeants 25 ; Rank and 
File 456 ; total 507. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

A Councillor had to be elected in room of Baillie 

Robert Vatson, deceased. It was not easily done ; a 

superior brain was wanted, one well acquainted with 

Harbour questions. Shoremaster Cooper looking about 

him made advances to James Hall, shipbuilder, and 

the name of that very suitable man being acceptable to 

the whole Town Council, he was, under statutory powers, 

appointed. Some private misunderstanding occurred, 

and Mr. Hall wrote that he had not leisure for the duties, 

whereupon the Shoremaster was taken to task and severely 

criticised for leading the Council into an awkward fix : 

they had thrown away their election powers. Mr. 

Cooper defended himself with some heat, declaring that 

" he never was more certain of anything in his life than 

that he had Mr. Hall's permission to propose him for the 

vacant seat". Legal advice was resorted to and Mr. 

Edward S. Gordon, Edinburgh, a lawyer of standing, 

gave his opinion that the Council had exhausted their 

privileges when they chose Mr. Hall. The Town Council 

warmth increased, and the responsibility was devolved 

upon the electors of the First Ward. Here short work 

was made of the situation — Mr. 'William Rose, shipowner, 

in a complimentary speech acceptably nominating Mr. 

Robert Williams, cooper. But the contention, unhappily, 

did not end at this stage. A vacant Baillieship had to he 

filled, and at the first meeting of the Council the Provost 

nominated Mr. George Robb, "a gentleman possessing 

in an eminent degree the qualifications for that highly 
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respectable and important office'*. Doctor Jackson in 
like language seconded. Now occurred a most unpleasant 
scene, one of the sharpest passages that possibly ever was 
heard within the old Council Hall. I have already 
mentioned George Jamieson, when Dean of Guild. A 
more straightforward gentleman it would be difficult to 
name, but his temper was keen — keen as lancet steel. 
No sooner was George Robb proposed and seconded than 
the Dean rose and expressed surprise at the motion the 
Lord Provost had made. There were other gentlemen 
than Mr. Robb with equal, even greater claims for con- 
sideration, and then proci^eding, Mr. Jamieson entirely 
lost his temper. " There is (he said), Mr. Williams, and 
if he would not answer for party purposes, why there is 
Mr. Knox. He has served your Lordship pretty well. I 
may be asked why I myself do not move the appointment 
of either of these gentlemen. No, I have had too good 
experience of the cohesive character of your Lordship's 
majorities to do anything of the sort." The consternation 
feeling that pervaded the members of Council at this un- 
expected outburst may be imagined. *' I am glad (said 
the Provost, rising immediately) that Mr. Jamieson has 
made this personal attack upon me, because it affords me 
an opportunity of stating, as I now do, in the face of Mr. 
Jamieson and in the face of every gentleman round this 
table, that I have no party purposes to serve ; that I 
never asked any one round this table to vote in a par- 
ticular direction. I defy any man here to say that I ever 
asked his vote or to alter his judgment in the smallest 
iota, and I say there was never a more uncalled-for 
attack made by one man upon another than Mr. Jamieson 
has made upon me at this moment." At this stage there 
were responsive cries of '' Hear, hear," and his Lordship 
continued for a brief space in the same strain. Then — 
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Mr. Jamieson — I beg pardon, my Lord Provost I 
have never made anything like an attack upon your 
Lordship, and I don't think there is any cause for the 
exceeding heat which your Lordship has displayed. 

The Provost — What you have stated will, I hope, duly 
appear. 

Mr. Jamieson— I hope so. But you have stated that 
you had no party object here. Does your Lordship forget 
the Circumbendibus, and the Montrose and Bervie 
Railway? 

The Provost — ^Neither the one nor the other was a 
party object of mine. I never desired to promote either. 

Mr. Jamieson — ^You did promote them. 

The Provost — I did nothing of the sort, sir. 

Mr. Jamieson — ^You promoted them at this Board» 
sir. 

The Provost— I did not. 

Mr. Leslie — If Mr. Jamieson had a gentleman to pro- 
pose he should have done so rather than have spoken in 
a derogatory manner of the gentleman proposed. 

Mr. Jamieson — I beg pardon ; I appeal to the gentle- 
men around this table if I said anything derogatory of 
Mr. Robb. 

Mr. Leslie — You should simply have proposed your 
own candidate. 

Mr. Jamieson — I had my own way of expressing my 
opinion. Let every one do the same. 

Dr. Jackson (starting up) — No ; no person has any 

right to take anybody's way except Mr. Jamieson's — and 

your Lordship was very wrong in not taking it. No one 

has a right to differ from him, and if you do so you 

will hear of it. I have sat for seven or eight years at 

the Council, and I never knew a man go so far out of his 

way to make a party attack. 

15 
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There was more in this vein, but I must not lose sight 
of my prefatory Jowett maxim, so we will leave the 
much-spoken-abont incident with the timely calming-down 
words of Baillie Paterson — '* I am perfectly satisfied that 
Mr. Jamieson has gone lengths which he did not think 
himself going". Mr. Robb was elevated to the Bench 

and we may meet him there. ^Political preliminaries 

were now claiming party attention. The dissolution of 
Parliament was near at hand, and Colonel Sykes, our 
city representative, gave warning to all and sundry that 
he intended asking re-election for the fourth time. Mr, 
Farley Leith followed by saying that he would not at 
this period contest the seat. The county member, Mr. 
William Leslie, also was prepared to renew his services, 
and so there was little agitation in city or shire. Mean- 
while the rival candidates, already named, for the County 
of Kincardine were busy cultivating the good graces of 
the electors at largely attended public meetings. Hy- 
pothec and the Game Laws were the burden of the 
speeches with heckling and making confession of their 
faith, and on these touchy subjects neither Sir Thomas 
Gladstone nor Mr. James Dyce Nicol left any serious 
doubt as to which side of the House of Commons he would 
be found upon. The Liberal cause prevailed, Sheriff 
Shand, at Stonehaven, and before a large assemblage, 
declaring the result as follows : Nicol, 490 votes ; Glad- 
stone, 288— Majority 202. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

Magnificent weather came with the opening day of 
the Wapinschaw. There was a great gathering, the an- 
nounced Sham Fight proving a fresh and attractive 
feature. The railways brought in big crowds, and on 
the day of " battle " many of the city places of business 
made holiday from noon. The Broadhill and the Cow- 
hillock were covered with spectators, orderly and ex- 
pectant. The shooting was excellent, and in the great 
trial of skill everybody was well enough pleased to see 
the 4th Elginshire Rifles carrying off the Bugle. But the 
chief interest so far as the mere onlookers were concerned 
lay wholly in the Fight ! so here are a few particulars 
regarding the conflict. The 1st Brigade— "The Attack- 
ing Force" — numbered in all 1,560 men, Lieutenant- 
Colonel William M'lnroy commanding : 2nd Brigade — 
^' The Enemy " — ^had a total of 1,411 under Lieutenant- 
Colonel F. Eraser. All the four counties, Aberdeen, 
Banff, Elgin and Kincardine, were well represented. The 
plan and disposition of the forces were pretty much this 
— An enemy is supposed to have landed at Donmouth 
and to have so far secured their position by planting a 
big gun battery near the farmhouse at Brickfield and 
another on their left on one of the bent hillocks com- 
manding the beach and nearly opposite the Cowhillock. 
The main position of the invaders was in the centre of 
the Aulton Links, between their batteries. The attacked 
force were supposed to have stopped the advance. They 

had their base near the north side of the Broadhill, their 
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front ranks coming up to about the Cowhillock. Thus 
disposed, soon the various movements of attack and 
defence commenced. The rifles were pouring out their 
sharp volleys, the big guns were bellowing their measured 
thunder, and it was no easy task to know who were 
gaining or being defeated. But it was a spirited, exciting 
game while it lasted, and in proper keeping with the pro- 
gramme one of the sides was duly declared victors — 
I forget which. Thus the harmonious hurly-burly done, 
the bloodless battle lost and won, the vast multitude 
melted away and the Links assumed their usual pleasant, 

peaceful appearance. During the 'Wapinschaw week 

Mr. McLein opened the theatre and presented a number 
of light, amusing pieces for, as usual, the delectation of 
our country cousins. 

A special meeting of the Deeside Railway Company 
was held to consider a proposal to promote a Bill in 
Parliament for the extension of the line to Ballater, and 
asking power to subscribe £10,000 to the scheme. Mr. 
John Duncan spoke hopefully from the chair as to the 
prospects of the undertaking in the light of the convey- 
ance of timber from Upper Deeside. He stated that the 
expense of conveying wood from Ballochbuie to Aber- 
deen at that date, partly by rail and partly by cart, was 
equal to the cost of bringing it from Quebec. The asked- 
for powers were given. 

I have noted the unparalleled excitement created by 
the trial in 1857 of Miss Madeline Smith on the charge of 
having poisoned her Frenchman sweetheart Pierre l^mile 
L'Angelier. Now another like sensation absorbed the 
attention of — as was written — millions of minds, namely 
the trial of Dr. Edward William Pritchard, Glasgow, for 
the murder of his wife and her mother by slow, care- 
fully studied poisoning. The proceedings occupied the 
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Justiciary Court, Edinburgh, for five days, and the evidence 
revealed the most cruel, calculating heartlessness ever 
perhaps heard. Pritchard, a handsome Englishman of 
some fifty years, had a family of five, and was pushing 
by devious courses into a fair practice and position. All 
the same he was a scoundrel of the blackest type, as may 
be understood from the opening words of his able counsel, 
Mr. Rutherfurd Clark, when, after hearing the crushing 
four days' testimony of many witnesses, he rose to address 
the jury in defence. " If (he said) the prisoner is indeed 
guilty, it is hardly possible in human nature to believe 
that there was ever made by the great God above us a 
wretch so foul. It is hardly conceivable that God 
should not have allowed His thunderbolt to strike such a 
hideous hypocrite." Pritchard was found guilty, and 
sentenced to be hung, but over and over again he pro- 
tested in writing from his cell his innocence. At last as 
the dreaded day drew near he, through the fervent en- 
treaties of his young daughter to tell her if he caused her 
mother's death, confessed, and he was executed in 
presence of one of the largest crowds ever witnessed at 
a like scene in Glasgow. 

Locally, intense interest was aroused by a stirring, a 
terrible story of the sea. The fine Aberdeen built and 
owned ship, the Invercauld, commanded by Captain 
George Dalgamo, an able, experienced mariner, sailed 
for Australia in January, 1864, and after a voyage of 
eighty-five days reached Melbourne harbour. From 
that port the vessel started on 2nd May for Callao, but 
from that day till July, 1865, not a single reliable word 
had been heard of her whereabouts. She carried a crew 
of twenty-five all told, and so hopeless had things be- 
come in connection with the vessel that her name, so far 
as it represented anything existing, had been blotted from 
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the books of the managing owners, our then well-known 
townsmen Messrs. Richard Connon & Company ; her 
affairs all settled up, while Captain George Dalgamo and 
his favourite ship the Ifivercauld were spoken of as that 
which had been but now were not. Think then of the 
excited feeling which flew through Aberdeen when on a 
Friday afternoon the owners received a telegram under 
Captain Dalgarno's own hand dated Southampton, briefly 
relating the fate of his ship and the safety of himself with 
his mate and one seaman, all that were left of the crew 
of twenty-five souls ! The telegram was followed by a 
long letter, and the tale the writer told brought back 
memories of Alexander Selkirk and Juan Fernandez. 

At this date a trial came to a termination in the 
Court of Session which had long been going on and was 
followed with much doubtful uncertainty by a number 
of our city and county families. It was known as the 
Aberdeen Bank Case, and the transactions coming now 
under review in Edinburgh dated as far back as 1838. 
The pursuers, the representatives of a deceased landed 
gentleman and his widow, proceeded against the de- 
fenders, certain of the Bank Directors, on the ground of 
fraudulent concealment of the true financial position of the 
Bank bearing on the sale and purchase of shares. Some 
thousands of pounds were involved. The decision was 

in favour of the defenders. Our cricketers were sadly 

worsted in a match with the Perth club at that " fair " 
city, the figures standing, Aberdeen 73 and 87, while 
their opponents put on 209 in their single innings. Of 
this number J. Imrie made 95 and H. Greig 26, while 
our highest home scorers were A. J. Bannerman 26, 
C. M. Longmuir 19, and C. Todd 13. The match may 
be said to have been Imrie throughout. In addition to 
his many runs he had fifteen of the Aberdeen wickets. 
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He was the clnb's professional. Colonel Kyle of Bing- 

hill, Murtle, formerly of the 94th Regiment or Scots 
Brigade, a grand old soldier of the Wellington period, 
passed away at this time full of years and honours. He 
had been engaged with the great Duke in nearly all the 
decisive actions of the Peninsula, and in leading his 
regiment at the storming of Fort Picurina was severely 
wounded. After retiring from the army the Colonel 
resided for long on his Binghill property, quietly devot- 
ing his leisure to farming and scientific pursuits. He 
was an attached member of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and to see him taking a stroll on the Peterculter road, 
returning the greeting of the humblest soul he met, 
nobody would have guessed of his warrior career, and 

the battle trophies at his Deeside home. ^Woodside 

lost its popular medical man, Dr. Gilchrist dying when 
he had reached forty-four. He was a gentleman of the 
most kindly nature ; had practised for twenty years in 

the district, and was liked by everybody. The 

estates of Craigiebuckler, Bumieboozle and WalkerhiU, 
belonging to Mr. John Stewart, were bought by Mr. 
J. Cardno Couper for the sum of £31,500, 

Never in my recollection were stock-breeders, or 
indeed agriculturists in general, so greatly agitated as at 
this date. A cattle plague had suddenly come upon them, 
and the Rinderpest — ^the fatal Rinderpest — was engaging 
their earnest fears and constant inquiry. In our own 
county alone, five, ten, and a dozen deaths of valuable 
animals were week after week occurring, and like ac- 
counts were made from other home quarters. In 
England the experience of the plague was the same, 
and a statement was circulated on good authority that 
eighty per cent, of the attacked cattle died. The disease 
had hitherto been unknown in this country, but had been 
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familiar to Continental veterinarians. Our leading farmers 
(most of their names have more than once appeared in 
these jottings) rose to the occasion, and, soon joined by 
the proprietors, entered upon protective measures. A 
large and influential meeting of the Royal Northern 
Agricultural Society was early summoned, and Colonel 
William Cosmo Gordon of Fyvie presided. Deep con- 
cern prevailed, for no remedy seemed forthcoming to 
stem the fast-spreading scourge. The Chairman sug- 
gested the formation of a Mutual Assurance Association 
to recompense losers by the plague. It would then be 
the interest of every man who had diseased cattie to have 
them killed at once. It strikes me that upon this practi- 
cal utterance of Fyvie's was founded the Aberdeenshire 
phrase which became famous — *' Stamp it out". The 
advice was vigorously put into force, an Association 
being formed with Mr. James W. Barclay as Honorary 
Secretary. The Auchlossan farmer did yeoman service 
in this position, and the prompt, effective action of the 
Association was widely commended. Chancellor of 
Exchequer Gladstone more than once referred to the 
Aberdeenshire men and their '* Stamp-out" determina- 
tion. Some idea may be gathered of the anxiety exist- 
ing throughout the neighbouring counties by the fact 
that, at the immediately following meeting of the Northern 
Agricultural Society, upwards of two hundred members 
were present representing different Parish Committees. 
Lord-Lieutenant the Earl of Kintore presided. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

The Reverend David Arthur, the faithful, ever-homely 

pastor of the Congregational Church, George Street, 

removed with his people to their new place of worship 

in Belmont Street, and with some pride he was able to 

announce, what few like constituted bodies were then, 

or are now, in a position to boast, that his session had 

in hand money equal to the contract cost of the building, 

£3,250 — £2,000 of this coming from his own people. 

He specially mentioned the liberality of Mr. William 

Leslie, architect. ^The North of Scotland Medical 

Association came into being at a meeting unique surely 

in its way. Courteous, popular Dr. Alexander Harvey, 

Aberdeen, was in the chair, having around him no fewer 

than some seventy town and country professionals I I 

never saw, or so far as I recollect read of, so many 

Northern Doctors being convened together at one and 

the same time. With hearty unanimity the right man, 

it was felt, was put in the right place — Dr. Alexander 

Kilgour being chosen first President of the important 

brotherhood. Mr. Alexander McLein began his 

winter season at the theatre with a good company. 

Three of the new comers deserve attention. Miss Kate 

Kearney was excellent in the Chambermaid line, and 

not long ago I saw her noticed favourably in London 

for her Old Woman representations. Mr. Charles 

Waverley early won favour with the audiences from his 

good looks and smartness, but after some seasons he 

was lost sight of through a love affair. Number three 
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of the strangers, however, gradually gained safe footing, 
and he now (1902), stands very much in evidence indeed 
as Mr. 'Wilson Barrett. He was little more than a be* 
ginner in those days playing minor parts, but since then 
the creator of The Silver King, and author of The Sign 

of the Cross t has travelled far and ascended high. 

About this same time Samuel Maclean, bookseller, died 
at the Free Manse of Craigmile near Torphins. There 
may be few of my readers who remember his well- 
known Castlegate shop situated in old buildings just 
about where the principal entrance of the present Town 
and County Hall faces the street. Several of our best- 
patronised stationers gave an added glory to their sign- 
boards by fairly well-painted portraits of the most 
famous literary men — Goldsmith, Bums, Scott, Byron — 
and I have a remembrance Samuel was amongst the 
number — Sir Walter constituting his representative 
figurehead. Mr. Maclean was a dainty, dapper gentle- 
man, clad in tightly fitting black garments, out of which 
he took loyal service, and with his high dark stock I, as 
a boy, used to see in him a literary illustration standing 
out of a bygone age. 

Ballater, on a bright September day, was all astir to 
assist in cutting the first turf of the Aboyne and Braemar 
Railway. The extension was looked for with pleasant 
expectation as opening up a lovely stretch of country — 
the entrance gate, in truth, to the real Deeside EUghlands 
— mountain, moor, forest and glen. The cost of the under- 
taking was put down at £50,000, and Mr. Matheson, 
Dunfermline, secured the contract. There was a large 
gathering of spectators from Aberdeen and the surround- 
ing districts. Mrs. Farquharson of Invercauld deftly 
turned the first turf, and was rewarded with warm 
applause for the workwoman like style in which she filled 



1865] ABOYNE AND BRAEMAR RAILWAY 235 

her barrow and wheeled the contents to some distance. 
The out-door active proceedings over, a numerous com- 
pany settled down to dinner in Charles Cook's always 
inviting Hotel — Invercauld himself in the chair with 
John Duncan as croupier. In the course of six weeks 
the line was staked off to the gate of Invercauld, running 
close to the river and passing underneath the approach 
to Balmoral at the north end of the bridge. This *' staking " 
was, however, the only practical token of the undertaking 
ever seen so far up the Strath. It was said that the 
natural doubts and desires of Royalty in the matter of 
seclusion were loyally observed. But rails were laid, and 
partially used, onward from Ballater to the Brig o* Gaim. 
The work, however, in connection with this short extension 
was never completed, and the unfinished line became a 
delightful, if somewhat risky, river-side walk — especially 

popular on Sabbath evenings. Her Majesty and Court 

were enjoying pleasant holiday at the Castle — with Lord 
John Russell as Minister in Attendance. The Royal circle 
had been joined by the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
Princess Louise of Hesse, and Princess Hilda of Anhalt, 
and some of the papers devoted to matters of female 
attire recorded thus : " As an instance of the change in 
ladies' fashions it should be stated that crinolines were 
not included in the travelling costumes of the Royal 
Princesses ''. For this merciful dispensation every sensible 
male soul offered thanksgiving. Surely of all the absurd 
and forbidding articles of woman's apparel ever worn, 
the crinoline might well claim first place ! 

There were few more studious, more trusted physicians 
in our good city than Doctor James Steele, whose death, at 
the age of fifty-seven, was now announced. He was a 
singularly unobtrusive man, never entering into public- 
life movements, but quietly devoting his whole time and 
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•energies to his nnmerotis patients. He had known for 
some period that he had but a short span of life before 
him, and, therefore, silently set his house in order. 
Among his brethren he was greatly respected for his 
undoubted skill and his ever gentle manner. He be- 
queathed his valuable library of 500 volumes to the 

Aberdeen Medical Chirurgical Society. For ten years 

there had been no such gathering as was now witnessed 
in the vicinity of our shipbuilding industry and the opposite 
side of the harbour. In 1855 when the Schomberg was 
launched there was a more numerous body of spectators, 
but certainly not one more joyous or interesting than that 
now convened — ^thousands of town and country school 
children all in their holiday best being present. They 
assembled to take part in the launching of the missionary 
ship the John Williams^ built to the order of the London 
Missionary Society by James & "William Hall. She was 
a beautifully modelled clipper barque of 300 tons register, 
and well on to £12,000 of her cost had been collected by 
children. The proceedings were most heartening : the 
ships in harbour from the top of the quays all the way down 
being gaily bedecked — ^the sailors entering thoroughly into 
the spirit of " the bairns ". There was, indeed, music in 
the air when the merry mass of young folks let go their 
bright ringing voices as the John Williams safely settled 
down into what apprentice pencillers called *' her native 
element '*. 

Sheriff Archibald Davidson, after presiding here as 
judge for eighteen years, was appointed to a like position 
in Midlothian. He was somewhat grave in manner, 
punctilious in dress, and most careful in all his public 
appearances. His way-going called forth from the 
Society of Advocates a very flattering expression of the 
sense the members entertained of " the great ability with 
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which he had discharged his duties, and the ready assist- 
ance he had given in the general business of the county ". 
He was followed in Aberdeen by Mr. Andrew Jamieson, 

senior Sheriff-Substitute of the county of Edinburgh. 

Much satisfaction was expressed at our townsman David 
Masson, so well known in the foremost literary circles, 
being appointed to the chair of Rhetoric and English 
Literature in the University of Edinburgh in succession 
to Professor Aytoun. In his earlier days Masson had for 
a time edited i3ie Aberdeen Banner, and had recently been 
conducting Macmillan's Magazine. ^A death of world- 
wide recognition was now occupying every editorial pen : 
Henry John Temple, the famous Lord Palmerston, passed 
away 18th October, aged eighty-one. The Times next 
morning summed up his career and character in a 
sentence : ** One of the most popular statesmen, one of 
the kindliest gentlemen, one of the truest Englishmen that 
ever filled the office of Premier is to-day lost to the 
country ". Leaving all thoughts of party and politics out 
of consideration these few words may be said to have 
embraced the verdict of the great public of the British 
Empire. 



CHAPTER XLVm. 

Again the municipal election sough was heard, but never 
before, I well believe, so faintly. Dean of Guild Bothwell 
was secure in his chair : the term of office of Shoremaster 
Patrick Cooper, Councillors William Leslie, Dr. Henry 
Jackson and David Knox had expired, and none of these 
gentlemen sought re-election. While hearty thanks were 
accorded to all for their services special recognition was 
made of the great ability and attention Mr. Cooper had 
devoted to Harbour affairs. The Ward meetings went 
off without an opposing word. Robert Williams, who 
was holding office ad interim^ was with John Sangster, 
druggist, chosen for the First Ward ; Robert Urquhart, 
merchant, and James Ross, clothier, for the second ; 
George Donald, painter, and William Shirres for the 
third. All these gentlemen were well-known citizens and 
capable men in their respective callings — Robert Urquhart 
being, possibly, the man most looked forward to for public 
service. At the first meeting of the Council Baillies Pater- 
son, Adamson and Henderson were returned to the Bench, 
also Baillie Robb, whose election, it may be remembered, 
was the occasion of a miniature storm. Reverting to that 
said bluffart Councillor George Jamieson claimed oppor- 
tunity to explain that he did not, when Mr. Robb was 
chosen, have the slightest personal objection to that gentle- 
man, but simply to the principle of selection. It being 
recognised that there was no fitter man at the table 

than Councillor Alexander- Nicol, shipowner, to fill the 
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responsible post of Shoremaster, his appointment was 
unanimous. 

By the passing away on 4th December of Mr. Alex- 
ander Fraser, City Chamberlain and Depute Town Clerk, 
Aberdeen lost a faithful servant and much-esteemed towns- 
man. No soul ever associated this worthy gentleman with 
the dog-in-office bearing — a fact that was borne generous 
testimony to at the meeting of the Council on the afternoon 
of his death. The Provost in commencing the business 
said — Mr. Eraser's way-going was a great grief to them 
all. For himself he always held that their departed 
friend was just, as nearly as could be expected, as faithful, 
useful and perfect a servant as any corporation was ever 
likely to obtain. Dean Bothwell spoke in the same strain, 
adding that one more obliging to every person, rich or 
poor, young or old, who entered Mr. Eraser's office it 

would be impossible to name. Four public offices were 

now vacant — the Chamberlainship, the Police Treasurer- 
ship, the Matronship of the Infirmary and the combined 
position of Harbour and Dock Master. The filling up of 
the first-named post was accompanied by considerable 
controversy. At least half a dozen aspirants made ad- 
vances but the main influence and interest centred around 
two of the number — Mr. Lessel Stephen and Mr. William 
Gordon, young advocates of good position and excellent 
parts. The election wUl come on by-and-by, but mean- 
time I would say a kindly word of William Duncan, police 
treasurer, though truth to tell I sometimes felt his caustic 
temper pretty keenly. In alluding to the 1856 evening 
companions who were wont to meet around James Adam, 
the doughty Herald editor, over an evening glass in Mrs. 
Robertson's cosy Guestrow Tavern, Mr. Duncan was 
named. He was the senior of the group, I the younger 
by a good many years. The old Treasurer about the 



240 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1865 

middle of the sitting took very ill indeed with the slightest 
contradiction : hence the temper. He was a man of liberal 
education and much-varied talent. He early became 
connected with the Aberdeen Chronicle, and was in 1829 
a partner in the Observer, enjoying at that date close 
acquaintanceship with John Hill Burton and Joseph 
Robertson, the two ablest literary local men of their day. 
He then obtained the Police Treasurership, and from that 
post we have him now (1865) retiring with a liberal and 
deserved pension. Mr. Duncan wrote frequently for the 
Herald and always wrote well. In appearance he was 
a pleasingly attractive gentleman. Tall, ever scrupulously 
attired in black, stooping somewhat as he leisurely walked 
to his St. Nicholas Street office, passers by would often 
look at him, especially after the publication in 1861 of 
George Davidson's very amusing Legend of Saint Stoithin. 
If my readers have — ^as I trust many of them do have — 
that engaging rhyme beside them, let them turn to the 
exceedingly graphic illustrations of John Faed, R.S.A., 
numbered 7 and 8 in the volume. In these clever draw- 
ings they will behold the expressive countenance of 
William Duncan in the representative of the perplexed 
Sacristan of Blairs College on the Dee. The author and 
artist of the Saint Swithin rhyme were intimate friends 
at Cults where the Police Treasurer also took up his 
summer abode. So there the three genial, now long- 
departed, spirits used to cheerfully convene. Generally 
sedate in his pen effusions the old Treasurer was not 
without touches of sly humour, as when an indignant 
female ratepayer wrote upon the back of her ever- 
increasing assessments paper, demanding to know 
"What are your taxes to come to?" William resorted 
to the sixty-third paraphrase, and added below the 
query — 
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High is the rate we now assess, 

Bat higher we shall rise, 
Thongh what it may hereafter be 

Is hid from mortal eyes. 

Mr. Duncan died in 1866 in his seventy-first year. 

George Milne, who had been the efficient principal 
Clerk of Police, was advanced to the Treasurership : 
Captain "William Campbell, of the City of London steamer, 
became Harbour and Dock Master, and Mrs. Morrison, 

a Ballater lady, was appointed Infirmary Matron. 

Official returns now issued showed that the effective 
strength of the City Rifles as at December, 1863, was 
538 ; in 1864, 649 ; and now, 1865, 720. The Aberdeen- 
shire Artillery numbered 450 efficients. 

Cholera now made its unwelcome appearance amongst 
us, and the authorities had to bestir themselves. Dr. 
Ogston, police surgeon, at once appointed as his assistants 
Dr. Paterson, Dr. Booth, Dr. W. Eraser, and Dr. Jackson^ 
with a staff of advanced medical students. A house-to* 
house visitation commenced in the districts where cases 
had been reported. 

Congregational heart burnings and managerial con- 
tention having toned down at St. Mary's, Carden Place, 
the five trustees, viz., the Honourable Frederick Boyle of 
Cumbrae, John Ramsay of Barra, George Auldjo Jamie- 
son, Edinburgh, A. Forbes Irvine of Drum, and Norval 
Clyne, Aberdeen, nominated a minister — I think he was 
the Reverend Mr. Gammell, Wakefield— and in virtue of 
licence from Bishop Suther, the church was reopened, 
9th December, the Bishop of Moray and Ross officiating. 
Turning a page I light upon the death of a gentle- 
man greatly esteemed by high and low on Middle Dee- 
side — Lieutenant-Colonel Burnett Ramsay of Banchory 

Lodge. He had been in the army in his younger days» 

16 
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bat ill-health compelled retirement At the beginning of 
the Volunteer Movement he joined the Banchory Corps 
as a private, declining any higher distinction. Devoting 
much time to philanthropic and religious matters Colonel 
Ramsay became a power for good amongst his neigh- 
bours, winning their lasting regard. His wife was a 
member of the Inchmarlo family, and through trying a 
simple song I had reason to remember their marriage. 
The Colonel was only forty-five at his death* 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

Let me bring the year to a close pleasantly with music 
and rhyme. Madam Arabella Goddard, the most eminent 
of English lady pianists, gave, in conjunction with our 
Choral Union, a largely attended concert. She was the 
wife of J. W, Davison, the powerful musical critic of The 
Times, and he very naturally helped her to the high posi- 
tion she now worthily held. ^The Saturday evening 

entertainments were being conducted with much spirit. 
Here for instance are the names of a special night's 
combination — ^Madam Lemmens Sherrington, soprano ; 
Miss Whytock, contralto ; W. H. Cummings, tenor ; J. G. 
Patey, bass ; H. Blagrove, violin ; Chevalier Lemmens 
at the organ— every one of them holding first-class stand- 
ing. ^William Smith, my erratic but gifted psalmodic 

exemplar (about whom I have already said something), 
announced at this period his coming collection of Five 
Hundred Original Chorales, harmonised by William R. 
Broomfield. A specimen of the contents had becm sub- 
mitted to the Queen at Balmoral, and she graciously 
giranted full permission that the work might be dedicated 
to her, but alas ! it never appeared. Some of the author's 

MSS. are beside me and I prize them. A grand 

Amateur Volunteer Concert was given in the Music Hall 
for the benefit of a retired soldier comrade who, as a 
private in the 78th Highlanders, went through the Indian 
Mutiny "W^ar unscathed but who had recently met with 
a serious accident at Ferryhill Foundry. Manager 

McLein, of the theatre, tendered his services and spoke 
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with excellent spirit and telling effect an address written 
for the occasion. This is how it ran : — 

Ladies and Gentlemen, — 

I, a humble player, 
Whose chosen task is setting brain-wrought mimic fare 
In varied form and dress before your ears and eyes, 
Assuming many parts to teach, warn and surprise 
Through aid of tinsel show, stage trick, and masked plaint 
Venture, with diffidence, sans powdsr, patch or paint, 
A character quite new — ^though strict in keeping here~ 
I come a self-enlisted, loyal Volunteer — 
A Volunteer sent forward with a flag of truce 
The aim and actors of the night to introduce. 

Ah, me ! how much I miss the well-known " sets " and scenes. 
The splendid airy castles ! canvas forest greens ! 
The ever-blooming groves ! the halls of dazzling light ! 
With beings always young, fair, beautiful and bright ! 
The Green-room hints, *' the wings," the watchful Prompter's cue — 
Of these I'm all bereft, and so must trust to you 
To bear with me, while for my friends behind 
I crave you'U " to their failings be a Uttie blind ". 

And yet, why should they doubtful either fear or pause I 
Have they not half the battle with them in their cause ? 
They ask not for themselves — a comrade in his need, 
Hia is the oar they puU, and his the boat they speed ; 
Lend them your cheering smiles, then with that favouring gale 
The wished-for haven's sure : there's no such word as fail. 

My gentle Ladies list,, and soon thou wilt surrender. 
The flag of truce I bear has motto True and Tender. 
Good Gentlemen, your ears — ^the terms I will propose 
Would earn capitulation from the sternest foes. 
My story's noble, sad : a broken sword in sheath : 
The soldier's courted lot ! alas ! no soldier's wreath. 

Look back across the path of time for seven peaceful years, 
And see our weeping country bathed in vain soul-sickening tears : 
Look back, and wander tremblingly o'er India's ravished dime, 
And mourn the reign of mutiny — ^its horrors and its crime : 
Look back, and shuddering think upon dark Cawnpore and its well — 
No bloodier page of history our annals ere may tell — 
Look back, and sigh for helpless babe and loving mother's fate, 
Then give the meed of glory due th' unconquered " Seventy-Eight : '* 
Look back at Lucknow's longing ones — ^their all undaunted stand, 
Then follow, as your hearts beat high, that little kilted band : 
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Look back, and watch like forlorn hope old Scotland's tartans stream. 
The ba^ipes* challenge ringing shrill — ^the ready claymores* gleam : 
Look back, and join, as join ye would, upon their matchless march. 
Those shot nor shell can halt nor pale, no noon-tide heat may parch : 
Look back, ye see them day by day go fighting inch by inch, 
No arm grows weary of the fray, no sleepless eye doth flinch : 
Look back, to find one conflict close when sinks the evening sun — 
Look back, and when the morning wakes another strife*s begun : 
Look back, and hail them hastening on to succour and to save — 
Grey Havelock's bearded Highlanders, the bravest of the brave ! 

Our comrade's tale is well nigh told. Of that leal kilted band 
Who shed a halo ne'er to fade upon their native land, — 
Who from the first dread warning flash until the flame burnt done, 
Ne*er uttered plaint or thought of self — he of that few was one ; 
And one and all were heroes there, as Europe wide confess'd. 
Both those who stood and those who fell — all hallowed be their rest ! 

When India's soil again was ours, and " wild war's blast was blawn," 
When from a grim and gory night joy brought a gladsome dawn, 
Onr comrade leaned upon his arms and welcomed blood's surcease, 
Sought home and friends, put past the sword and joined the ranks of 

peace : 
Yet — such Life's all uncertain lot — ^though spared by shot and shell. 
Amongst the shafts of Industry our gallant comrade fell ! 

My duty's done. My mates plead not with faint and abject whine — 
They fight for one who in sore strait fought well for their's — and thine. 
Then in their generous sport to-night excuse slight specks and flaws, 
Be not too critical, I pray, look at them through their cause. 
That noble cause as Volunteers your sympathy commands, 
So as they justly have your hearts — ^why, do not jspare your hands ! 

I donbt if my managerial friend ever spoke anything 
better than he did the above lines. He warmed to the 
central portion — "Look back ; look back" — and his re- 
ference to "Grey Havelock's bearded Highlanders'' 
moved the large audience to loud and continued applause. 



CHAPTER L. 

The year 1866 opened busily in town. During the 
first week we had the Temperance Festival ; meetings 
of the Town Council ; the Harbour Commissioners ; the 
City Parochial Board ; the County Commissioners ; and 
the Justices of the Peace. Whisperings of big political 
importance were in the air, and a new Reform Bill 
was creating some imperial stir, but it need not occupy 
our local space. 

The temperance folks enjoyed a successful re-union 
under the presidency of Mr. Alexander Laing, master 
coach-builder, a citizen who worked long and earnestly 
in the abstinence cause. He could give an acceptable 
sermon, but his forte was telling homely anecdotes and 
cheery stories, his teaching ever being, however, of a 
highly moral character. He, with the assistance of 
friends, established what was for many years known as 
" Laing*s Kirkie " in the Northfield district, and which in 
time resolved into the flourishing Rosemoimt Free Church. 
Mr. Laing died December, 1899, at the advanced age of 
ninety-four. 

The Town Council at once took up the City Chamber- 
lain vacancy, and the members were found to be at 
edge-teeth variance as to whether or not the duties of 
Town Clerk Depute should be conjoined therewith. Dean 
of Guild Bothwell carried a motion — eleven to eight — 
craving delay and further information, though all the 
same everybody wished the settlement well over for 

there appeared to prevail an amount of misunderstand- 
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ing, misconstruction and misinterpretation as to party 
motives and checkmating clique meetings for which the 
light gradually breaking showed there was very small 
room and certainly no adequate reason. Things were, 
in fact, in a chaotic state, and nobody knew exactly why. 
Happily, however, the end was peace. There were as 
stated half-a-dozen aspirants for the vacant position, 
but when it was found that one of the number was likely 
to outweigh the others they all withdrew, and at a full 
meeting of Council Mr. "William Gordon was on the motion 
of Baillie George Robb, seconded by Mr. George Donald, 
unanimously and heartily elected to the joint-office of 
Chamberlain and Depute-Clerk. All along this competent 
gentleman was kept prominent in the consideration of 
the question, the only point ever mentioned against him 
being his youth. Some people, however, would have it 
that the fact of Mr. Gordon being the son of his father, 
the weU-liked City Treasurer who did not row in the 
same public-schemes boat with several of the Council, 
proved an element in tbe appointment. The new 
Chamberlain did certainly look very young — ^say twenty 
towmonds, but then he looks very much the same still, 
and thirty-six years have come and gone since then. 
(Ah, me ! these few words make the scribe think, for not 
a single soul save one who then sat around the Council 
table is now to the fore.) And so the matter took pleasant 
termination. Dean Bothwell, who was amongst the 
doubters, grew quite genial. Perhaps he had been re- 
reading the famous reply of Pitt, or rather old Sam 
Johnson to Horace "Walpole, about *' the atrocious crime 
of being a young man,'* for he averred that "his only 
objection to Mr. Gordon was a fatal one — ^his youth, but 
if appointed I will welcome him with the cordiality of an 
old friend ". So, by their acquiescence, said all of them, 
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and Provost Anderson having gracefully borne witness to 
the qualifications of his old legal apprentice, the fortun- 
ate Chamberlain took the necessary oaths and was sworn 
into office. He has kept his vows well. 

The Harbour Commissioners were perplexed about 
the disposal of the city sewage . Mr. Robert Catto de- 
scribed the harbour as a cesspool of filth and pollution ; 
a standing offence by smell throughout even the "West-end 
quarter of the town. A proposal that the sewage should 
be discharged into the tide at Abercromby's jetty did not 
find favour, and here I may add that at the date of my 
writing (November, 1902) the Town Council have before 
them a scheme on this sanitation subject which determines 
that the sewage be carried underneath the bed of the 
river Dee by means of an inverted syphon and thrown 
into the ocean near the Girdleness lighthouse. The work 
is being carried out by Mr. William Dyack, C.E., the 
capable burgh surveyor, and the cost is set down at 
£170,000. ^The County Commissioners had a some- 
what turbulent meeting anent the proposed transference 
to Aberdeen of the Peterhead Sheriff-Substitute, and the 
extension in consequence of complete city Court House 
accommodation. The Lord Provost moved in favour of 
the proposal, Baillie James Forbes seconding, and there 
followed a torrent of debate — ^Mr. Brown, Howe of 
Buchan, being singularly outspoken. He averred that 
the parties who were persistently urging the change were 
the Aberdeen lawyers, and they were endeavouring 
through fair and foul play to succeed. The object was 
not to embellish the city with a grand Court House, but 
to embellish their own individual pockets, each and all 
from the Provost downwards. Sir John Stuart Forbes 
of Pitsligo, with, he said, some regret and feeling of pain, 
moved that plans be prepared for a Court House at 
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Peterhead on the most moderate scale suitable for the 
requirements of the town. Sir Alexander Bannerman of 
Crimonmogate seconded, and on a division the vote stood 

— motion 74, amendment 31. 1 cannot leave the 

Buchan capital without devoting a line to the memory of 
William Anderson, the pale youthful editor of the local 
Sentinel newspaper. I remember him well as a boy 
serving his apprenticeship in the Aberdeen Herald office 
for he was often in my room with proofs. Intelligent, 
and singularly apt, ever longing for information he 
would linger amongst the books sent in for review, and 
we were excellent friends. He learned phonography 
and obtained a reportership on the Inverness Advertiser, 
read and studied assiduously and was soon doing most 
promising editorial work in Peterhead. Poor chap, he 
was never strong, and sunk under consumption when he 
had only reached his twenty-third year. It might truly 
enough be said of William Anderson what Jane Eyre said 
so finely of her school companion Helen Bums, *' Her 
spirit seemed hastening to live within a very brief span 
as much as many live during a protracted existence ". 

Negotiations were going on, it appeared, between the 
North British, the Caledonian, and Scottish North- 
Eastern Railway Companies for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing how far it might be practicable to arrange so as to 
prevent any unnecessary expenditure upon new lines and 
branches. The movement created some doubt as to the 
real end sought, and was followed by much acrid contro- 
versy regarding amalgamation of the Caledonian and 
North-Eastem lines. 



CHAPTER LI. 

The March Council meeting was a somewhat noisy one 
chiefly through the manner in which George Brown 
brought forward his motion against what he termed 
" feasting and drinking at the cost of the public purse ". 
The zealous Councillor was determined to take the bull 
by the horns, and so had prepared a written speech of 
prodigious verbosity in which he not only hotly censured 
his own fellow-members but trounced the office-bearers 
of the Incorporated Trades for their treating and ban- 
queting misdemeanours. The Provost, Baillie Adamson 
and others firmly protested against Mr. Brown's line of 
argument. The Town Council, they held, had no right 
whatever to take concern with the doings of the Trades, 
and the matter was not before them. But friend George 
would not be silenced. He was determined to let " the 
tow gang wi' the bucket," and he went steadily on, not- 
withstanding that he was given to meekness and strict 
Sabbath observance. Amongst those objecting strongly 
to this was Baillie Shirres, who maintained — It is not 
fair to take up the whole of the afternoon reading that 
paper. It will take an hour to go over. 

Mr. Brown — No, no. I read it last night in 

Several Councillors — On Sunday night. Oh, Mr. 
Brown ! (loud laughter). 

Mr. Brown — No, no. It's only a slip of the tongue, 
gentlemen. I read it over with great deliberation on 
Saturday night and it only took me half-an-hour (con^ 

tinned laughter). 

(250) 
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The Provost — Bnt that is far too long. 

Mr. Brown — Not at all, if I can save the town £2,000, 
and on he went to the end of his story. Some of the 
Trades members took np Mr. Brown's accusations 
through letters to the newspapers, and there the case 
ended. 

The half-yearly meetings of the two Synods went off 
quietly. My chief remembrance of the business is the 
choice of the Reverend James Peter, Old Deer, as 
Moderator of the Established body, and the appointment 
of the Reverend James Sutherland, Turriff, as clerk by 
the Free Court. Mr. Peter was a very accomplished 
gentleman, with as kindly a heart as ever beat under 
ministerial gown and bands. Apart from his calling^ 
proper he was something of an artist, a humorist and a 
delightful conversationalist. His old manse witnessed 
many a happy convening of brethren and wandering 
learned watchers over Parish school efficiency. Mr. 
(now Doctor) Sutherland is still living and lively amongst 
us taking a keen interest in church questions old and 

new. 1 do not know if the following is a singular case, 

but as it relates to an eminent legal townsman it may be 
quoted : On the 26th April a petition was presented in 
the House of Commons from Mr. James Stirling, M.A., 
Senior "Wrangler of 1860, stating that being a member of 
the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland he was 
unable to declare that he would conform to the Liturgy 
of the Church of England as required by the Act of 
Uniformity, and praying the House to pass the Fellows 
of College Declaration Bill. The difficulty must have 
been overcome, as the petitioner in due time took his 
place on the English Bench, and is now a Lord Justice 
of Appeal. 

Politically the new Reform Bill was engaging the 
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anxious attention of the whole country, the salient point 
of controversy being extension of the Franchise. There 
were long and masterly speeches in both Houses of 
Parliament, the leading statesmen of the time taking part 
in the debates, Lords Russell and Derby, Earl Granville, 
Sir Robert Peel, Mr. Disraeli, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Gladstone, Mr. John Bright, Mr. Robert Lowe, 
etc. On the testing night the House of Commons division 
was against the Government, their opponents triumphing 
by the narrow majority of eleven votes. The figures 
stood thus : For the Bill 304 ; against 315. Mr. Gladstone 
was blamed for '' aristocratic bearing '* as helping in the 
defeat, and Lord Derby set himself to form a Govern- 
ment — a Coalition Government. It was no easy task. 
We had now a second visit from Mr. Charles Dickens, 
who had lived down the sorry matrimonial mistake 
hanging over him when here in 1858. He read a portion 
of David Copper field and a bit of the Pickwick Trial 
scene to a large and delighted audience. The famous 
novelist was thoroughly at home in Copperfield: he 
could not well be otherwise seeing that he was in great 
measure dealing with his own Press experiences. "With 
what subtle mastery of voice eye and hand the Reader 
woke to life and speech the bold wild Steerforth ; Emily, 
poor Emily who was to " come back a lady " (Oh ! that 
letter) ; rough true-hearted Peggotty ; Mrs. Cruppe, with 
whom things always went by " contraries " and for 
whose special complaint "cardamums flavoured with 
seven drops of essence of cloves " was the best remedy ; 
*' a little brandy " being the next ; Dora pretty, petted 
Dora, "the child wife," who never by any possibility 
could make the figures of her domestic expenditure add 
even though she got the neatest of pencils for the very 
purpose ; Serjeant Buzfuz ; the Judge, solemn, slow and 
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muddy ; and last and greatest, and of whom we had far 
too little, the immortal Sam WeUer, who when called 
into the witness-box by his creator was received with the 
ready and hearty greeting which should ever await a 
friend whose wit and ways of speech have kept us all 
glad of heart during the day and maybe sometimes 
awake o' nights. 



CHAPTER LII. 

Sheriff-Depute 'William "Watson, who had given 
honourable service in Aberdeen for the long period of 
thirty-six years, now retired. The Society of Advocates 
recorded a highly appreciative tribute to his worth, and 
to the sagacity which early led him to lead in the estab* 
lishment of Industrial and Reformatory Schools as the 
most fitting means for the prevention and suppression of 
juvenile crime. Indeed it may with every fairness be 
noted that Mr. Watson earned higher place for philan- 
thropic efforts among the poor than in his judicial capacity 
on the bench. Tall, venerable in his ageing days, genial 
in his recognition of friends old and young " the Shirra " 
was a very familiar figure, particularly at Church and 
Temperance convenings. He was succeeded by a gentle- 
man who was destined to fill a large space, indeed, in 
Aberdeen life. This was Mr. John Comrie Thomson. 
He was introduced to the local bar by Sheriff-Principal 
Jamieson, under whom he had been a substitute in Edin- 
burgh. The words were few but precise and compli- 
mentary. The new-comer made an exceedingly happy 
first appearance. Comrie Thomson — ^for it was by that 
name everybody came to know him — was in those days 
as handsome, as attractive a man as eye could desire to 
look upon. His maiden speech to the Bench, the Bar, 
and general audience was marked by becoming modesty 
of manner and real grace in diction. It concluded thus : 
" Gentlemen — I come among you a young man, I cannot 

say I have much experience of the judicial functions. I 
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daresay I shall reqnire at your hands — at first at all 
events — a little forbearance, and I doubt not I shall have 
it And if I have some of the faults of youth, I may be 
permitted to hope that I shall show some of its good 
qualities, because if I know my own mind, I have a 
sincere and enthusiastic liking for the profession of the 
law, and a sincere and earnest determination to give all 
my time and ability — such as it is — to the performance of 
the duties of this office. If I succeed in carrying out that 
determination, and if I have the aid of the Great Ruler 
and Judge of all, perhaps neither you nor I may very 
seriously come to regret the choice which Sheriff Davidson 
made (warm applause)." When Mr. Thomson settled 
down amongst us he had not reached his thirties. He 
looked nearly six feet in height. Alert in movement, 
and carrying himself well he did every justice to Dame 
Fortune's personal graces as he daily passed along Union 
Street from the West-end to his Court House duties. 
The new Sheriff steadily grew in popularity. There were 
few meetings of any importance to which he was not in- 
vited to speak. He was never but equal to the occasion, 
and at social functions over a glass of generous champagne 
Comrie Thomson was always a success — ever a favourite. 
He put heart into the company. His brief, terse addresses 
when delivering his Bench findings were singularly ac- 
ceptable and much read. I used to think that the opinion 
once given in a quiet family gathering by a shrewd Aber- 
deen matron hit the mark fairly well. " Weel (she said), 
I dinna ken much aboot common law or uncommon law, 
but I aye understand what Comrie Thomson says. He's 
a just judge according to my licht, and what's mair, he's 
a bonnie judge." Nobody thought for a moment of differ- 
ing from the good old dame. Mr. Thomson was pro- 
moted to the Principal Sheriffship of Ayrshire, in 1883, 
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and left Aberdeen. Two years afterwards he held the 
same position in Forfarshire, and had secnred a firm 
footing as a leading Counsel in the Court of Session. 
His chief appearance there was in the famous Ardlamont 
alleged murder case, when he succeeded in obtaining a 
verdict of not proven for his client. Shortly after I met 
him in Eldinburgh : he was greatly changed. His death 
took place in 1898 at the age of fifty-nine. 

On the last Friday afternoon of January much re* 
joicing prevailed in our studentdom circles. The Cam- 
bridge list of successful "Wranglers had been issued that 
morning and amongst the first six were four Scotsmen — r 
two of whom hailed from Aberdeen — "William Niven, 

and George Pirie, son of the Reverend Dr. Pirie. 

Without any public warning the electors of Aberdeen- 
shire now found themselves rushed into a Parliamentary 
contest — Mr. William Leslie of Wartle having on account 
of ill-health resolved to retire from the representation. 
The intimation startled into action both political parties 
— Mr. William Dingwall Fordyce of BrucUay offering 
himself for the suffrages of the Liberals, and Sir James 
D. H. Elphinstone doing the like to the Tories. Both 
gentlemen were well known, but the political faith of the 
Laird of Logie-Elphinstone was not at all acceptable with 
the electorate. Meetings largely attended were held all 
over the county, the three vital points canvassed being 
the Game Laws, Hypothec and Representative Reform. 
It may be doubted if any candidate anywhere was ever 
fated to stand such broadsides of heckling as Sir James. 
But the old-sailor feeling within him knew no flinching, 
and he generally managed to finish the round smiling if not 
victorious. The nomination took place on Castle Street 
on Tuesday, 15th May. There was an immense crowd and 
the hustings was packed by friends of the aspiring M.P/s. 
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Major Ramsay of Barra proposed Sir James Elphinstone, 
Mr. Copland, Mill of Ardlethen, seconding, while Mr. For- 
dyce was nominated by Sir William Seton of Pitmedden, 
Mr. Marr, Uppermill, supporting. The seconders, two of 
the most substantial farmers in the shire, had the 'best 
of the speaking. The candidates having addressed the 
crowd. Sheriff Jamieson called for the usual show of 
hands, when an overwhelming majority appeared for 
Brudday, and a poll was demanded. The voting created 
extraordinary excitement throughout the entire political 
area. As mentioned in a former part of these pages James 
Adam, of the Herald, was credited with having taught the 
county Liberalism, and he went the length, at the close 
of the Aberdeenshire election of 1854, of writing that at 
the next trial of strength the Liberal flag would be found 
surmounting the Conservative colours. The ropes were 
being pulled very much in verification of this prediction 
now. The farmers at once took the hoisting the Fordyce 
standard into their own hands. They met, canvassed, 
drove,. wrote, voted with a determination and unity of pur- 
pose that astonished even themselves, and the result was 
a victory never dreamt of on either side. These are the 
final figures— Fordyce, 2,175 ; Elphinstone, 1,088— Liberal 
majority, 1,087. At the declaration of the poll on Castle 
Street Sheriff Jamieson complimented all and sundry 
engaged in the political fray on the orderly, the peace- 
able manner in which it had been carried on and finished. 
Even Huntly and Turriff had regained their good name, 
and he trusted they might never lose it again. 
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CHAPTER LIIL 

Aberdeen became much concerned in the proceedings 
going on in the House of Commons Committee Rooms 
over the proposed Caledonian and Scottish North-Eastem 
Railways amalgamation measure. A number of well- 
known citizens were called to give evidence, and the Bar 
before whom they had to appear was more than usually 
numerous and powerful. Dean of Guild Bothwell was 
a principal witness, and he and the ever-formidable 
Counsel Pope had some very sharp passages. It was 
during one of these that the scene occurred which was 
frequently quoted to the advantage on the whole of our 
cool and pawky townsman — for he could be very knowing 
when it suited him. The learned Counsel in his cross- 
examination of the Dean asked information as to who and 
what the Guildry were : he was ignorant on the subject : — 

Witness — ^The Dean of Guild in most cities in Scotland 
is elected by a Corporation of Burgesses, and by virtue 
of his office he has a seat at the Town Council, the Harbour 
Board and other public bodies. 

Mr. Pope — I presume the Lord Provost presides over 
the Town Council ? 

Witness — ^The Lord Provost presides over the Town 
Council at one end of the table and I — the Dean of Guild 
— at the other end. 

Mr. Pope — ^The Provost is, in fact, the Vice ? 

Witness — Yes ; Vice. {Loud laughter greeted the 

cautious reply — Committee, Bar and Witness joining 

heartily.) 

(258) 
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I don't think the fifth "Wapinschaw called forth the 
same enthusiasm some of the former had done. For one 
thing the Banffshire volunteer contingent did not put in 
an appearance, while the attendance of spectators was 
put down at from 10,000 to 15,000. The parade of the 
City Rifles numbered 593, the Artillery 460, and the total 
force on the ground — officers and men — ^was returned at 
2,000. The review and sham fight were greatly enjoyed, 
several of the movements being executed in delightful 
non-soldierly fashion. This part of the proceedings 
occupied fully two hours. The shooting was, however, 
accounted good, and the victory of Deeside in the 
Aberdeenshire Bugle competition — ^the Blue Ribbon pull 
— ^was exceedingly popular. The Banchory men carried 
off the prize with flying colours. In the Long Range 
Private George "Wilken, Ellon, was once more to the 
front, Ensign George "Walker, Portlethen, gaining the 
like position in the Short Range. The Artillery trial of 
strength found the Fraserburgh battery holding them- 
selves against all comers. The Vapinschaw day doings 
passed off satisfactorily, and the evenings saw consider- 
able numbers of our armed visitors enjoying themselves 
in Marischal Street — Mr. McLein having opened the 
theatre for the week. He had a small but competent 
company around him — ^including Miss Caroline Heath and 
Mr. Wilson Barrett, whose meeting here led to marriage. 

And yet another death which many of us felt keenly. 
I quote from myself in the Bwnffshire Journal: ''To 
the reg'-et we may without hesitation say of the whole 
community of Aberdeen, Baillie William Adamson, 
whose name is by no means tmknown to our readers, 
died suddenly at his country seat at Norwood, Pitfodels, 
early on the morning of Friday last, 24th August, 1866. 
The news cast over the dty a gloom, and called forth an 
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amoant of sorrowing expression rardy, if ever, experi- 
enced in Aberdeen ; for fhe man was so young, so 
hopeful, so energetic, and so generous in word and 
deed, that everybody who knew him set him down for a 
long life of usefulness and honour. But it was otherwise 
ordered ; and Aberdeen has, by Mr. William Adamson's 
death, to lament the loss of one of her ablest, and cer- 
tainly, without exception, the most rising amongst all her 
citizens. Successful in an eminent degree in his business 
as a sharebroker, he made others share in his success 
with an openness of hand that told how liberal a heart 
he had. 'Twas not only what he gave and did that won 
esteem and gratitude, 'twas quite as much the manner of 
giving and doing that proved the mettle of the 'friend 
indeed '. If Baillie Adamson took a fancy to you (and 
he was a keen judge of character), he would spare neither 
trouble nor time to help you onward ; aye, and more 
than that, he would take sure care never to remind you 
of the helping hand. Speaking of him in his capacity 
as a member of the Aberdeen Town Cotmcil, the Royal 
Infirmary, and other public Boards, this may be freely 
said, that nobody could put more neatly within small 
compass what he had to say ; while in the still more 
important position — that is, so far as getting through work 
is concerned — as Chairman of a Committee, Baillie Adam- 
son has probably not left half-a-dozen his match or 
marrow in the north. He saw clearly the points of a 
question ; he had the knack of bringing the discussion 
thereof to issue at the right time, and he could write or 
dictate the finding briefly and pointedly. And then, 
with all this business ability, he was never self-important 
or painfully patronising. A generous fairness and an 
out-spoken frankness were his constant companions ; and 
while a very large and widespread circle of private 
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friends will long hold Baillie Adamson*s memory in loving 
remembrance, Aberdeen will not soon forget that, by his 
death she loses a public man who would have yet done 
her true service, and, in his way of doing it, won for 
himself a place in her records beside the best and 
worthiest of her citizens." 

Upper Deeside was more than usually crowded and 
gay. Her Majesty and Court were at Balmoral, and 
preparations were making to give Prince Christian and 
Princess Helena special welcome. The Highland Gather- 
ing was also at hand, and many visitors were assembling 
at Ballater, Crathie and Braemar for that event. The 
Queen and Princess Louise drove a good way along 
romantic Spittal of Glenshee to meet the Royal young 
couple. The Earl and Countess of Fife were the same 
week entertaining a distinguished party at New Mar 
Lodge — ^including the Prince and Princess of Wales and 
the Duke of Edinburgh. The Queen with her family at 
Balmoral attended the Gathering at old Braemar Castle, 
and the meeting was of the most brilliant order. All went 
well — ^the weather being favourable and the sports con- 
tested with spirit. ^At the first Town Council meeting 

the Lord Provost made touching reference to the death 
of Baillie William Adamson — "a colleague full of life, 
hope and generous impulses '*. ^The Harbour Commis- 
sioners and St. Nicholas Parochial Board were fighting a 
stiff battle over assessment arrears. These, according to 
the Board arguments, had accumulated to between 
£20,000 and £30,000, but they were willing to cry quits 
for £9,500. The Commissioners would not, however, go 
deeper into their purse than, first, £4,000 (which was 
considered an *' insult '*), and then £6,500. So the strife 
of words continued for some, time but at length a com* 
promise was made at £8,000. 



CHAPTER LIV. 

The death of BaiUie William Paterson rendered certain 

changes necessary in the Town Council. Robert Urquhart 

was, as anticipated, making himself a force in the body, 

and he was now unanimously promoted to the magistracy 

and the vacancy at the table was filled by the calling to 

the seat of Robert Cruickshank, merchant, who had 

previously enjoyed six years of municipal experience. 

The Harbour Commissioners had long debates on the 

subject of the shore dues. J. W. Barclay brought forward 

a motion for a considerable reduction on the rates and 

duties levied on goods and shipping at the port. He had 

a well-armed supporter in Joseph Wood, always an 

effective speaker. Shoremaster Nicol and Commissioner 

William Rose of Hazelhead, a gentleman whose word 

was ever of weight in city matters — spoke in a cool and 

precise manner, and always well. These two members 

took opposite views to Mr. Barclay's contention. 

It may be remembered that the minister of East Parish 

Church — ^the Reverend Colin McCulloch — obtained leave 

of absence in order to proceed to Australia and join his 

family there. His wife was by no means in good health* 

At the current meeting of the Established Presbytery a 

letter, dated Queensland, was read from Mr. McCulloch 

stating that as it was found necessary his stay in that 

warm climate should be prolonged, he begged to tender 

demission of his Aberdeen charge. This was accepted, 

and after various meetings the East congregation came 

to the conclusion that being well served by the Reverend 

Alexander Watson Brown, M.A., who had laboured 
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amongst them in things spiritual dnring the temporary 
absence of their settled minister, they might go further 
and fare worse, so they gave that gentleman a call. They 
did wisely. Mr. Brown was an excellent preacher, a 
loyal worker, and proved one of the most faithful pastoral 
overseers any flock could desire. 

I don't remember exactly who he was but the Garioch 
agricultural correspondent of one of our newspapers 
plied a facile pen, and this is the style in which he saluted 
the New Year : — 

Auld sixty-five is gane in haste, 

And sixty-six is bom ; 
Its heritage the rinderpest — 

Dear beef and little com. 

The said heritage could not by any process be accounted 
a goodly one. Week after week meetings continued to be 
held in town of landlords and farmers steadily concerting 
measures to conquer the cattle plague. Favoured with 
some statistics from responsible sources at the time re- 
cording its progress they may be quoted here : During 
the twelve months of 1865, 52,000 head of cattte were killed 
in Aberdeenshire for the public market — ^the weight ia 
dead meat being 15,600 tons, and the money value 
£1,040,000. In Aberdeen alone there were slaughtered 
during the year 38,000 head — 730 a week — money value 
£760,000, and weight 11,400 tons ; while in Inverurie, 
Huntly, Peterhead, Ellon and other country towns, there 
might be put down for the year 14,000 head, value £28,0000 

weight 4,200 tons. Under appointment of the General 

Assemblies of the Established and Free Churches, Thurs- 
day, the 29th January, was very generally observed as a 
time of humiliation and prayer in connection with the 
plague. There were services in most of the Aberdeen 
churches, and a good many shops were closed in the 
afternoon. 
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The season at the theatre terminated with the benefit 
of the lessees, Mr. and Mrs. McLein. The performances 
were under the patronage of lieutenant-Colonel Knight 
Ersldne and the officers of the 1st Aberdeenshire Rifle 
Volunteer Battalion. The house was packed. The 
season had been prosperous, for in the course of the 
eyening the manager spoke with much acceptance an 
address from which I quote a few lines. In bidding 
good-bye he said : — 

Like a good ship that hath discharged its stores 
Hies boldly forth again for distant shores, 
Fearless of racking wind or raging foam. 
To gather wealth anew for those at home — 
So we, oar spoils unloaded, canvas aU nnfurled 
Prepare to shift the scene of oar bright mimic world : 
We haste to reap for yon fresh intellectaal sport. 
And bring the harvest home to this loved little port 

Yet, ere we fairly start upon oar duteous trip, 
'Tis meet I should recount my season's stewardship ; 
Show yon, as 'twere, the vessel's log book. Be it so ; 
111 gladly pay a debt I am most proud to owe. 

Well, then, in sterling terms of pounds and pence — 
(And terms I know none likelier to convince). 
We're sounder at the Bank than e'er before we stood. 
We carry a round sum forward, and our credit's good. 
With gratitude, my friends, I cheerfully confess 
The season closing now has been a rare success : 
Our tidy craft, by wiUing workers mann*d, 
Has never since I took the helm in hand, 
Made voyage so pleasant, met more favouring gales. 
Or found the tide of Fortune steadier with our sails. 

Mr. McLein was exceedingly happy in his slow and 
pointed delivery of the terminating simple tag, managing 
the broken rhythmic structure of the lines very effec- 
tively. Thus : — 

And now again with gratitude sincere, 
I thank each friend — each brother Volunteer. 
This little house meanwhile so fuU and bright 
WiU soon be lone and dulL Gone the sweet light 
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Of cheerfnl beaming eyes. Fled all those happy faces 

And nought bat Fancy left to fill the vacant places. 

Yet oft, as memory fondly from the vanish'd past recalls 

Lov*d and familiar tones and hannts, so I within these walls 

Shall often rest and wander, wafted by the wizard spell 

Of Anld Langsyne that brings yoa here to list and say — Farewell I 

The speaker was recalled amidst a torrent of continued 
applause. 



CHAPTER LV. 

Mr. Alexander Brodie had now finished his statue of 
Her Majesty the Queen, and the Committee of Sub- 
scribers were making preparations for its public inaugur- 
ation. After looking about for a suitable site the comer 
of St. Nicholas Street was fixed upon. The young 
sculptor's work gave great satisfaction. The statue was 
of pure Sicilian marble and when placed on the granite 
pedestal stood over eighteen feet in height. The likeness 
was excellent, and there was a true feeling of queenly 
dignity about the whole artistic effort. H.R.H. the Prince 
of Wales had named Thursday, 20th September, when 
he would come from Balmoral and perform the unveil- 
ing, and the authorities were not slack in taking action 
to secure that the day should be a red-letter time in 
town. The flag and floral decorations along the princi- 
pal streets were tasteful and effective, and the people 
were in their best. The Prince arrived at the general 
railway station shortly after twelve o'clock, and was 
warmly received by a numerous body of leading citizens 
headed by Lord Provost Sir Alexander Anderson and the 
members of the Town Council. The Duke of Richmond, 
Lord Derby, the Earl of Kintore, Sir James Burnett of 
Crathes and other distinguished gentlemen were present. 
The Prince, on stepping from the train, at once shook 
hands with the Lord Provost, and the ceremony of pre- 
senting H.R.H. with the freedom of the city was carried 
out in due form with dispatch — Mr. John Angus, our 

ageing but still alert Clerk, having everything in business- 
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like readiness. The public procession was speedily 
arranged, for our railway station was never an inviting 
shelter to linger in. It commands the same doubtful 
character yet — 1902. The procession consisted of twenty- 
four carriages containing the members of Council and 
other bodies ; the Prince and retinue ; the Rifle and 
Artillery Volunteers — 750 in number ; the Naval and 
Military — 370 — in attendance, under Colonel Gordon, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Pitcaim, Major Hogarth, Captain 
Forsyth and other officers. Major Ross, Chief of the 
County Constabulary, rode in front. Along the route 
taken — namely, the Quay, Marischal Street, Castle 
Street, Union Street — ^was one crowded mass of spec- 
tators who were profuse in their loyalty. Arriving at 
the Royal Hotel the Prince, accompanied by the Provost 
and the principal actors in the historic scene, took their 
places on the platform erected at some height in front 
of the hotel buildings. Professor Milligan, Dean of the 
Chapel Royal, having engaged in prayer. Councillor 
'William Leslie, Chairman of the Statue Subscribers Com- 
mittee, read an address in keeping with the ceremony, 
and without loss of time (it was a showery, raw day), the 
Prince pulled a cord stretched across the street to the 
statue and the presentment of Her Majesty in beautiful 
marble became, amidst resotmding cheers, the admira- 
tion of assembled thousands of loyal subjects. As a glint 
of the sun shone out upon the statue it looked a very 
noble piece of workmanship indeed : — 

She seemed a splendid lady newly dressed, 
Save wings, for heaven. 

At the conclusion of the out-of-door proceedings the 
Lord Provost entertained the Prince and some sixty 
ladies and gentlemen to luncheon at his private residence 
now known as 198 Union Street. The Royal Horticultural 
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\ of which the newly made citizen was patron, 
were holding their autumn show in the Music Hall, and 
he graciously honoured the body by a brief visit. In 
the evening the Incorporated Trades met over a refection 
of cake and wine in their hall in recognition of the day's 
doings, while the Freemasons of the City Province held 
a grand ball in the Music Hall buildings. The inaugura- 
tion of the statue of our beloved Sovereign was thus 
marked by befitting rejoicings and generous hospitality. 
The Established Synod began business with a little bit 
of personal feeling. The Moderator for the past half-year 
(the Reverend James Peter) proposed that the Reverend 
J. Souter, the young minister of Inverkeithny, Presbytery 
of Turriff, should succeed him in the chair. Dr. Bisset 
seconded, but the Reverend Robert Fairweather, Nigg, 
i&amed the Reverend John Wilson of the North Church. 
Old Bourtie, however, pointed out that by rotation Turriff 
Presbytery had the right to recognition at this date. 
Mr. Wilson, an ageing, easy-going gentleman in matters 
ecclesiastical, judiciously settled the question himself and 
there was a kind of wail in his voice as he said — " What- 
ever ambition I might have had in my younger days 
towards the office of Moderator I have none now. I 
have laboured here for twenty-three years and all the 
city ministers, younger men than myself, have been 
elected, yet the Synod have never condescended to 
choose me and now it would be perfectly vain for them 
to do so." There was a pathos in these few words that 

went a far way with some that heard them. ^Mr. Hugh 

Ross, who had already served the public with acceptance 
in the Town Council (and who, let me say, was not by 
ten years so old at his death as I mistakenly made him 
in my first volume), Mr. Ross was recalled to fill the 
vacancy eadsting in the Council through the death of 
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Adamson, while Mr. George Donald was promoted 
to the chair on the bench held by the deceased mag- 
istrate. ^The Free West people, who had been con- 
cerned about the railway construction interfering one 
way or another with the fabric of their building, now 
decided by a vote of 298 to 115 to remove to the West- 
end and build a new church. The weighty word of their 
popular pastor (Dr. Davidson) had doubtless considerable 
influence in the flitting, but the resolution caused not a 
little heart-burning and high words. For a time the 
majority met in the Music Hall for worship — ^the protest* 
ing minority abiding at the Belmont building. 



CHAPTER LVL 

My closing reminiscences of 1860 dwell upon the scheme 
of our Town Cotmcil and Police Commissioners to secure 
a supply of 5,000,000 gallons of water daily by gravitation 
from the Dee at Cairnton, situated some twenty miles 
odds from Aberdeen. The scheme was that of Mr. James 
Simpson, C.E., London, a gentleman of high standing in 
his profession, and plans were prepared by his chief 
assistant, Robert Anderson, who also superintended the 
work. He was an able, pushful and conscientious ser- 
vant, and became popular amongst the community. The 
total cost of the undertaking was put in round numbers 
at £123,000, and the contract fell to Mr. Easton Gibb, 
the young member of a well-known local family (he was 
a capital cricketer), the iron portion of the scheme being 
by sub-contract in the hands of Messrs. Robert Aber- 
nethy & Sons, the equally well-known and capable 
Ferryhill foundry firm. The labour connected with the 
carrying out of the works was great, but went on steadily, 
and was successfully completed at the date we have now 
reached. Her Majesty Queen Victoria, who was with the 
Royal family staying at Balmoral, graciously consented 
to preside at the opening, and the event was fixed for 
16th October. Thereupon the Town Council and Police 
Commissioners resolved that the inauguration of an 
undertaking so momentous in the life and prosperity of 
the city should be marked by fitting pomp and ceremony. 
They accordingly adopted reception measures likely to 

prove acceptable to the Sovereign as well as safe and 
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convenient for the people. Around the spacious reser- 
voir at Caimton platforms were erected becomingly 
decorated — one for Her Majesty and Royal family 
with the more distinguished portion of the assemblage ; 
another seated for some 450 of the general body of 
spectators. There was a large representation of Kincar- 
dineshire Volunteers ; the fine band of the Aberdeen 
Rifle Battalion were present, also the Gordon Hospital 
boys with their, in those days, familiar flutes and drums. 
Other musical contributions were in evidence, for there 
have always been first-rate, that is melodious, professors 
of the Highland Bagpipe on Bonnie Deeside. Eicactly at 
noon the Queen arrived at the temporary railway plat- 
form at Inchmarlo, and was received by Sir James 
Burnett, Baronet of Crathes, Mr. Patrick Davidson, Lord 
of the Manor, and several of the chief county authorities. 
In a few minutes the reservoir enclosure was reached. 
Here were congregated the Lord Provost, the members 
of Aberdeen Town Council (all but Councillor Brown, 
whose stem non-festivity leanings are known in these 
pages) ; the Police Commissioners ; prominent land- 
owners ; Justices of the Peace and other gentlemen in 
authority ; Sheriffs Shand, Dove 'Wilson and Comrie 
Thomson. The salutation cheers that greeted Her 
Majesty as Sir Alexander Anderson received and pre- 
ceded her to the special platform, were loud and 
unisonant. The assemblage numbered between three 
and four thousand loyal subjects ; it was a glorious 
autumn day ; the woods around had assumed their 
variegated October tints, and the entire holiday scene 
was one to be remembered with delight. Amid perfect 
stillness the Reverend George Hutchison, minister of 
the parish, engaged in prayer, at the conclusion of which 
the Lord Provost read "Address of the Aberdeen 
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Police Commissioners under the W^aterworks Act of 
1862 ". The document was short and well put, and 
this is the Queen's historic Caimton reply to her people 
of Bon- Accord : — 

" I thank you for your dutiful address, and am very 
sensible of this fresh mark of the loyal attachment of my 
neighbours the people of Aberdeen. 

" I have felt that, at a time when the attention of the 
country has been so anxiously directed to the state of 
the public health, it was right that I should make an 
exertion to testify my sense of the importance of a work 
so well calculated as this to promote the health and 
comfort of your ancient city." 

Her Majesty, who read in a measured distinct tone, 
handed the scroll of paper on which the address was 
written to Sir Alexander, and advanced with his Lord- 
ship to the mechanical sluice-opening contrivance, 
turned the key, and the water rushed forth fresh and 
free. Again the cheers rang out, and the principal out- 
door doings of the day ended, so let me requote from 
our first volume : — 

Tis three times ten years weU-nigh told since these leal words were spoken. 

And woke a chord of sympathy that never may be broken ; 

Twas when our town went bravely forth in seemly pomp and glee, 

The Provost, Baillies, Councillors, and folk of less degree ; 

'Twas a merry mom at Caimton, a festive day, I trow, 

When there our Queen, in graceful speech, bade Dee's bright water How ; 

The cheers rang through the woods around, as *mid that autumn scene 

Sir Alexander bowed his best for — 

" My Neighbours of Aberdem ". 

On the departure, amidst renewed demonstrations, 
of Her Majesty and party, a numerous body of the 
assemblage — ladies and gentlemen — adjourned to a large 
marquee and partook of luncheon. The Lord Provost 
presided, supported right and left by Lady Anderson 
and the Countess of Kintore. Many speeches, loyal. 
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patriotic and personal, were made, bnt only a bit here 
and there requires reference. Sir Alexander, of course, 
led off " To the Queen," and by and by Sir James Burnett 
gave "The Chairman," remarking that he had known 
Sir Alexander for a good many years and considered 
him about the best Provost Aberdeen had ever seen. 
The company heartily homologated the sentiment, and 
then there was great applause when Admiral Farquhar 
of Carlogie rose to reply for "The Navy". Small in 
stature, slight in figure, there was yet something attrac- 
tive in the personality of the brisk, breezy, animated 
sailor. At the press table we were ever watchful and 
eager for him. His firm, impressive attitude as he de- 
livered himself in tones of ringing command awakened 
fancies of his sending orders to the captain of the main- 
top from the deck of some stately warship. Nearly 
forty years had flown since the occasion I have been 
writing about, when just the other day I saw the gallant 
grey-haired Admiral moving along frail and slow imder 
tender lady aid in Union Street, and the old pencilling 
times and surroundings came fondly back again. But 
this is away from Caimton and its luncheon, which as it 
gave great dissatisfaction I gladly forget by whom it was 
served. Otherways everything went well, and so to 
those — ^if any there be — ^that come across these remem- 
brances of the 1866 Waterworks Inauguration let me 
in Shakespearian phrase say : — 

Salutation and greeting to yon aU ! 

Yes, that's all very fine, but there was a rift in the 
lute. At the first meeting of the Police Commissioners 
the accounts in connection with the demonstration were 
submitted. They amounted to £657 odds, whereupon 

quoth : — 

18 
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George Brown — ^Is everything connected with that 
splore paid yet? 

Clerk Valentine — Oh, yes : I think so. 

John Rose — Is it not sufficient, Mr. Brown ? 

George Stirling— You are sorry, Brown, you were not 
there. 

Alex. Stephen — ^His friends were there, and that is 
all the same. 

Alex. Inglis — ^Ay ! his tickets were there. Twenty of 
them. 

George Brown — It is a bad concern altogether. 



CHAPTER LVn. 

Reference has been made in my notes to the chief 
character members assembling around our Police Board. 
One of these was now missed : Mr. James Clyne, leather 
merchant, died somewhat suddenly at Coblentz where he 
had gone seeking health. He was well-known in the 
city, and much liked by companions for his kindly 
humorous ways, and ever-honest words. To hear 
Commissioners Clyne, Airth, Stirling and Calder break- 
ing out into the purest Aberdeen doric in the course of 
a stiff police debate was a homely banquet of fun to all 
within ear-shot. The changeful, direct, personal saluta- 
tions of ** Noo, Jeems ; " " Surely John ; " " What ken ye 
aboot sewerage, Georgie?" "That winna dee, Charlie, 
yer nae the Pope yet," was quite as refreshing as maut 
weel mixed at the Reporters' table, or indeed, any table. 
Mr. Clyne had only reached his sixtieth year. 

There were many complaints regarding the insanitary 
state of various quarters of the town, and specially the 
abominations of the Fish Market, then occupying the site 
where the Post Office now stands at foot of Market Street. 
Provost Anderson, whose period of service had far ad- 
vanced, was very anxious something should be done in 
this matter before he quitted the Chair, and urged upon 
the Police Commissioners the propriety of appointing an 
Officer of Health for the city. An efficient man would 

be got, he thought, for an annual salary of £200. He 
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accordingly moved to that effect. There was some 
opposition, but the feeling of the Police Commissioners 
was undoubtedly in favour of the appointment. Outside, 
however, a whisper got currency that the proposal partook 
of the nature of a " job," in so far that the name of the 
much-respected holder of the position of Police Surgeon 
was associated with the new office. Save that Dr. Francis 
Ogston was verging on the three score and ten, and that 
the Provost was the main mover in the necessity of the 
appointment, not a word was heard against the proposal. 

Mr. James Simpson, Assessor and Collector of Burgh 
Taxes, died at this date. He had held office since 1840, 
and was esteemed a good lawyer, but being a feeble old 
man he did not come prominently before the public. He 
was succeeded by Mr. David Robert Morice, advocate, 
whom I, with others, used to think, from meeting him 
frequently over Infirmary and Asylum business, one of 
the best-equipped men in his profession. Quick in per- 
ception, widely read, somewhat sharp in temper, but fair 
in judgment, he was a reliable adviser and ever a gentle- 
man. This was to the advantage of the younger amongst 
us who met him. One of these became a member of the 
firm (Morice Sc Wilson) , and was soon credited with being 
a lawyer of more than ordinary accomplishments, and 
therefore a desirable addition to our Town Council which 
he has just now (November, 1902) entered. Mr. D. R. 
Morice died in 1876. 

Psalmody again occupied a fair share of attention 
through the Aberdeen Precentors' Association announcing 
that " The various Church Choirs of the city, numbering 
upwards of 270 voices, would give in the Music Hall a 
rehearsal of tunes from the Revised and Extended People's 
Tune Book — Chairman, Sheriff Comrie Thomson ; Con- 
ductor, William Camie". The meeting was a success — 
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a considerable number of clergymen being on the plat* 
form while the big hall was inconveniently crowded. A 
general class of a six weeks' course was immediately 
intimated and was well attended — ^the public being ad- 
mitted to the gaUeries. ^The Free Presbytery had 

under discussion a cognate question, namely the recom* 
mendation of the General Assembly anent a Revision of 
the Paraphrases and the Introduction of Hymns in public 
worship. The Reverend Doctor Spence, St. Clements, 
one of the most amiable ministers in the town and ever a 
hearty colleague in all our psalmody improvement efforts, 
enforced upon his brethren that the subject was one 
which required to be treated cautiously and tenderly. 
There was a pretty warm debate. However, the crave, 
or as a good many people write the word " craze " for 
hymns grew louder and stronger, till now some of us 
under the will of the pulpit are in danger of forgetting 

the grand old praise-words of our childhood. ^One 

other musical note and that a sad one. The little shop 
in the Netherkirkgate that had so long known John 
Young, the fiddlemaker, would know him no more. I 
had passed it one recent forenoon and the closed door 
and shuttered window told a mournful story. Dear, 
dear ! what a host of kindly recollections, and ever-to-be- 
remembered hours of musical mirth and melancholy 
arise around me as I think on evenings long-gone-bye 
spent in a quiet comer beside John Young in his loved 
working sanctum ! What touching wails of Scottish 
melody ; what stirring Strathspey and reel strains I have 
there as a boy listened to — Glistened to and wept and 
laughed by turns. Ay, and older folks than your scribe, 
reader, were swayed and touched by the same influence 
and in the same daft way. All the best masters of the 
fiddle bow, resident and visiting, found welcome to try 
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John's newest instruments or famed ones come in for 
repair. As the writer thinks of the dear old man, he 
thinks of one from whom he received many kindly, 
encouraging words when the brae of life was stiffer to 
climb than it by-and-by became, words which, please 
heaven, can never be forgotten. 



CHAPTER LVIIL 

At the last meeting of the Town Council Baillie Robert 
Urquhart in moving thanks to the Provost enumerated 
in laudatory terms the principal undertakings of im- 
portance his Lordship had inaugurated and carried 
through during his seven years' occupancy of the Chair 
as Chief Magistrate. Mr. Barclay in seconding concluded 
thus : " It is not in the nature of things, my Lord Provost, 
that enterprises so great could be carried throug|i without 
opposition and its usual concomitants. That, however, 
will soon pass away, but the work will remain a noble 
and lasting monument of your Lordship's enlightened 
philanthropy and devotion to the welfare of your fellow- 
citizens" (loud applause). Having completed his three 
years as Dean of Guild Mr. Bothwell retired and was 
succeeded by Councillor George Jamieson who, as my 
readers know, had been taking an active share in town 
affairs. He never, he said, had a craving for honours in 
the Council, but to be invited by the great body of the 
mercantile community of the city to represent them was 
an honour which he valued highly. 

The municipal elections now absorbed entire local 
attention. There had been nothing for years like the 
interest aroused over the coming Town Council changes. 
Party feeling ran high and personalities were rife in the 
air. Two names were on the cards for the Provostship — 
Mr. Alexander Nicol, shipowner, and Mr. "William Leslie, 
architect. The latter gentleman was not at this time in 

the Council, but he was a candidate and pretty sure of a 
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seat. Strong feeling prevailed (a feeling, let me remark, 
much akin to that which exists at the date I write — 
November, 1902 — when the challenge cries are "Mait- 
land," " "Walker "). Half a dozen candidates were in the 
field for Council honours, and it seemed to depend on 
the success of one of that number who would be Provost. 
The meetings of the "Wards — only three then — ^were largely 
attended, and the speeches were of more than ordinary 
length and strength. In the First Ward Mr. Nicol had the 
advantage of being proposed by Mr. George Thompson of 
Pitmedden, whose word was always of weight. The other 
candidates here were James Mackenzie, baker ; George 
Stirling, merchant ; Alexander Inglis, ship-chandler. At 
the Second Ward Baillie W. Henderson, architect ; Baillie 
George Robb ; Robert Cruickshank, merchant ; and 
Thomas Gordon, merchant, were nominated ; while at 
the Third Ward, where Sir Alexander Anderson pre- 
sided, there were but two candidates — ^the number to be 
elected — ^William Leslie and James Matthews, both archi- 
tects. If Mr. Nicol was well served in his proposer Mr. 
Leslie was equally fortunate, having been nominated by 
Doctor Alexander Kilgour. The warmth of party feeling 
increased steadily during the week, but the result of the 
polling allayed the heat, Mr. Inglis, a known Leslie sup- 
porter, having failed to secure a seat. The others in like 
position were Messrs. Cruickshank and Gordon. Through 
the deaths of Baillies Paterson and Adamson it fell to 
Provost Anderson, though not now a member, to preside 
over the first meeting of the new Town Council till his 
successor in the chair should be appointed. This was 
speedily and with unanimity performed — ^Mr. Nicol, on 
the motion of Dean of Guild George Jamieson, seconded 
by Mr. William Henderson, being, amid applause from 
Council and a considerable audience, elected. The new 
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Chief Magistrate made it his first duty to gracef nlly, in 
his own name and in the name of the whole of the Council, 
thank Sir Alexander for his presence and to wish him all 
health, happiness and prosperity. The retiring Knight 
bowed to all around and left the Council Chamber amid 
warm applause. 

The appointment of Magistrates followed, William 
Henderson being placed unanimously in the first chair. 
The second seat, however, provoked controversy. Lord 
Provost Nicol nominated Robert Urquhart but he de- 
clined, holding that alike from experience and ability 
the position should go to Baillie Robb, whom he then 
nominated. The proceedings became interesting as Mr. 
Urquhart continued speaking. He condemned the policy 
which it was evident his Lordship meant to pursue — a 
policy descending into faction. Mr. Barclay sounded 
the same keynote, taking the like view of the passing over 
Baillie Robb, and became still more personal in his re* 
marks, holding that in the case of Mr. Nicol's own ap- 
pointment another gentleman better qualified to discharge 
the duties of Provost had been passed over. He seconded 
the nomination of Baillie Robb. Discord had thus already 
begun, and Baillie Henderson, thinking no doubt to 
mellow the music, said : '* In that case I beg to propose 
Mr. Donald for the second Baillieship ". Mr. Williams 
in like mood seconded, and the vote was taken with this 
outcome — Robb 7 ; Donald 10. Messrs. Shirres and 
Sangster were then, without contention, honoured with 
chairs and chains third and fourth. During this brief 
portentous scene the audience around the Council table 
were by no means unmoved, applause and hisses freely 
coming in as accompaniments. The Provost expressed 
his regret that anything like factious feeling should have 
marked the commencement of his chairmanship. Mr. 



282 ABERDEEN REMINISCENCES [1866 

Villiams was heartily made Shoremaster, and then Mr. 
Barclay was proceeding to propose discontinuance of 
the members of Council walking in a body to the Church, 
a ceremony which he considered savoured too much of 
carrying worldly pomp and circumstance into a place 
where all men ought to be regarded as equal. The 
Provost, however, held that notice of motion required to 
be given for this change, and stopped the discussion with 
the significant comment : " We are getting a little factious 
now, Mr. Barclay!" The procession to the Old West 
took place as usual, but the maiden meeting of the Town 
Council did not, it was thought, betoken much in the way 
of Peace and Goodwill. 



CHAPTER LIX. 

Old Aberdeen now shared in some lively scenes. The 
ancient Cathedral was sorely in need of repair, Restora- 
tion in fact, and a meeting of parties interested was held 
on the spot — Principal Campbell presiding. Mr. Hugh 
Leslie of Powis came early to the front in the good work 
by a generous donation of £100, and other liberal sums 
were promised. Matters were thus progressing favour- 
ably to save the fine building from further decay when 
unfortunately, as many people thought, a sleeping debt 
hanging around it was awakened by the Reverend Dr. 
Robert Smith, the minister. This action led to much 
discussion and acrimonious feeling by speech and pen — 
the belief that the Restoration Subscriptions were to be 
encroached upon for other than their legitimate purpose 
being firmly resented. Provost Nicol, Powis, and Mr. 
John 'Webster, advocate, spoke out very plainly, holding, 
at a second meeting, that the Restoration project should 
alone engage attention. The Cathedral, they argued, 
was an object of pride to every one of the citizens, and 
the proposals to preserve it from further decay should 
be gone on with untrammelled in any way. 

The Thurbum Cooking Depdt, opened at this time, 
proved for a considerable period exceedingly handy and 
popular. It originated through the handsome donation 
of £1,000 by Mrs. John Thurbum of Murtle. Mr. Robert 
Farquhar Spottiswood, advocate (whose memory should 
be dear and pleasant to every one who knew him), and 

Councillor George Brown, took special interest in the 
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depdt, and additional donations being received a sub- 
stantial and commodious building in Market Street 
about opposite the Douglas Hotel was fitted up in the 
most complete style for supplying food at a cheap rate. 
Excellent breakfasts and dinners well served could be 
had for threepence and for fourpence halfpenny. Sir 
Alexander Anderson presided at the opening, and as 
many as 900 persons were supplied with meals on the 
first day. I retain a vivid recollection of seeing Robert 
Spottiswood and George Brown rushing about the dining- 
room laden with plates, spoons, knives and forks, serving 
all and sundry, for they were of the cast of men whose 
hearts are in the right places whenever kindly deeds are 
to be done. There was a reading-room in connection with 
the establishment, and the combined arrangements for 
providing food, bodily and mental, continued to prosper 
for years. Private enterprise, however, in the way 
of public csiis eventually superseded the Thurbum 
Depdt. 

Doctor Joseph Robertson, whose name occurs more 
than once in our pages, died — aged 56 — in Edinburgh 

where he had long resided. ^The improvement and 

extension of our Harbour having been resolved upon 
candidates for the post of engineer were invited. Forty- 
four applications were lodged, and the leet being reduced 
two gentlemen came under the special consideration of 
the Commissioners — namely, Robert Anderson, superin- 
tendent of the new waterworks undertaking, and 
"William Dyce Cay, of Eklinburgh. The appointment 
created much talk and a good deal of personal feeling. 
Mr. Anderson had, as already mentioned, made himself 
a favourite in the community, while Mr. Cay was for- 
tunate in having some influential private friends in the 
city. He got the situation by IS to 14 votes of the 
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Harbour Board and remained for a considerable period 
with us. Eventually he returned to Edinburgh. 

Studentdom was up in arms again. The University 
Lord Rectorship election had come round. Lord John 
Russell's term of office having expired, the names 
of half a dozen representative men were sounding 
through the courts of King's and Marischal. Stanley 
was the cry with some ; but Gordon (Solicitor-General) ; 
Grote (eminent author) ; and Grant-Duff (M.P.), were 
the predominating heroes. Stanley and Gordon, if I 
remember rightly, both declined nomination. Grote and 
Grant-Duff, therefore, held the field, and their respective 
supporters waxed zealous and 'determined->-day and 
night. The scholastic fitness of either of the two candi- 
dates was unchallengeable, but the soundness in the Faith 
— according to Scotch rearing and belief — of Mr. Grote 
was keenly doubted, indeed denied. He was in the 
eyes of the Divinity students a member of the then 
advancing Positivist party, while Mr. Grant-Duff, though 
acknowledged to be a remarkably able young politician, 
was looked upon as somewhat of .the upper-tennish order. 
The student battle went on briskly, but with much good 
humour on either side, and ended with the triumph of 
the Grant-Duff men. The "Nations" (this term has 
been already explained), were at the polling found to 
be equal — ^Mar and Angus for Grote ; Moray and 
Buchan for Duff. Numerically, however, the figures 
showed a majority of 48 votes for the M.P. 

In the Press portion of my Reminiscences — 1850-1861 
— ^I had, much to my regret, to touch upon the disaster 
which marked the disappearance from our city of three 
legal gentlemen of standing and popularity. The close 
of the current year — 1866 — ^brought about another ca- 
lamity of like nature — ^the financial suspension of the 
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most widely known lawyer firm in the North. In this 
case, however, not a shadow of doubtful dealing clouded 
the honour of the partners, and the moral anent the " best 
laid schemes of mice and men " found generous accept- 
ance with the majority of people as having led to the 
downfall. It is true that the wisdom of several of the 
said schemes was much doubted and canvassed, and 
dissolution of the partnership duly followed. The senior 
partner joined two of the very competent young members 
of the late firm, and prosperity crowned their united 
exertions. The junior of the late firm undauntedly faced 
the world on his own account, and to the last, through 
various quips and cranks of fortune, retained the confidence 
and esteem of his fellow citizens. In 1860 he had acquired 
the fine property of Rubislaw from Mr. George Skene, for 
the sum of £56,500, and had he been able to hold this valu* 
able asset he would have become a wealthy man indeed. 
It was bought from the trustee by a number of local private 
gentlemen who formed themselves into the Aberdeen 
Land Association, and Rubislaw is now (1902) the most 
valuable, as it certainly is the most attractive, portion of 
our fair and fast-growing Bon- Accord. With commend- 
able thoughtf ulness the finest, the most spacious thorough- 
fare on the fast-developing property has been with 
peculiar propriety named " Anderson Drive "« 



CHAPTER LX. 

Tidings came about this time from India telling of the 
death through heat apoplexy of a young medical man who 
was a great favourite with his fellow students and much 
liked as one of the Infirmary assistant surgeons — 
Benjamin Knowles. He had distinguished himself in 
his University career and also in the Indian Service com- 
petition. During his residence at the Hospital Knowles 
made what was considered an important discovery in 
connection with the system of Acupressure, then recently 
adopted, and Sir James Simpson, the famous Edinburgh 
physician, paid him a high compliment in one of his works. 
Poor ''Benjie". He was a kind, frank, fearless little 
fellow, and his sad death in the Punjaub at the early age 
of twenty-four was deeply regretted. 

There had been no lack of evening entertainments 
during the closing months of the year. The Choral Union 
gave Elijah, with Madame Dolby and Mr. W. H. "Weiss 
as principals, also a miscellaneous concert at which Mr. 
Charles Santley made his first appearance in Aberdeen. 
He sang Handel's ! Buddier than the Cherry splendidly, 
and now, thirty years after, this greatest of English bari- 
tones is delighting his hearers, on the same platform, 

with the same trying air. ^Miss Siddons, a descendant 

of the famous Sarah of the celebrated stage family, was 
at the theatre ; so also were Gustavus Brooke and Miss 

Avonia Jones, his wife. George Grossmith, the elder, 
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and Henry NichoUs, character lecturers, appeared more 
than once, and Wilson Barrett with Miss Heath — ^now a 
wedded couple — ^were in much favour, particularly the 
lady. In East Lynne, then newly dramatised. Miss Heath 
created a great impression by her touching acting. One 
night an amusing incident occurred during the course of the 
piece. A decent working man had taken his wife to the 
pit (we are in Marischal Street), for an evening's pleasure. 
During the scene where Madame Vine, as the pretended 
nurse is, unrecognised by her husband or the household 
she had deserted, while she is in silent agony watching 
over the deathbed of little Willie, the theatre remained in 
hushed silence to oppressiveness — half the audience being 
in tears. All at once a stifled sob — a weary sigh — ^was 
heard and a woman in the pit stood up exclaiming — 
" Jeck Tosh ; look see, Jeck Tosh. Div' ye ca' this 
pleesure? Michty min', it's her ain bairn : my heart's 
brackin' : I'm awa' hame " ; — but Jeck got his tender- 
hearted mate to sit down and the play proceeded. ^A 

Signor Quaglieni had built a commodious circus in the 
then newly formed Bridge Street, and was doing well. 
His company were numerous and versatile — equestrians, 
vaulters, rope-dancers, tumblers, clowns and so forth. 
A special ''star" in the person of Wallett the Queen's 
Jester appeared for a space and afforded variety. He 
had been an actor and recited well. He was, moreover, 
an observant fellow, and made good use of this by intro- 
ducing local gags in his off-hand witticisms. Thus, for 
instance, one evening addressing Signorina Josephine, a 
fair, accomplished equestrienne, as she rested on her 
favourite steed after performing a rapid bareback act, 
Wallett would salute the clever lady in terms which 
might easily take this rhythmic turn, as they did next 
morning : — 
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Dear Lady. Though I'm a fool in antic, look and word — 
Yet thon'rt so rich with natnre's beauty stored — 
That wit, methinks, and compliment, even as a sword 

Ready and keen — 
Should be thy dower from yonth of Bon-Accord — 

Fair Josephine. 

I gaze into your winning face and see 

Truth pure and dear as runs yon river Dee — 

Or Caimton's stream set rushing full and free — 

By our lov'd Queen — 
(Liquid most excellent for Toddy or for Tea)-^ 

My Josephine. 

I've heard that by the Brig of Don at night 
Fairies, with charm and spell of beauty bright, 
Dance, revel, and sing beneath the witching light 

O' th' moon's sheen — 
Art thou of that fair band a sister sprite^- 

My Josephine ? 

Ring-master ! Now let this maid her bounding course pursue— 
May blessings fall upon her, gentle as summer dew — 
Wallett shall drink to-night when work is through — 

"To Aberdeen, 
To all we love— the tender and the true— 

And Josephine." 

And so joining the fool in his Christmas cheer, we may 
fittingly dose our jottings of 1866. 
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CHAPTER LXI. 

*'The Chancellor of the Exchequer acknowledges the 
receipt of Six Shillings and Sixpence from Mr. William 
Pithy Booth, of 148 Union Street, Aberdeen, to be applied 
to the payment of the National Debt/' So ran a para- 
graph in The Times daring the first week of January, 1867. 
The donor of this contribution was a fairly well-known 
well-to-do citizen, courteous to a degree and given, like 
some others, to express himself in eccentric verse. 
Euphemia and ScUem, a tale in rhyme, published in 1863, 
-was much sought after and is very rare now. This is the 
opening stanza : — 

It was within his father's house 
Where first I did my Salem see ; 

I was there as a governess, 
But position once good as he. 

Trying this sort of thing myself, Mr. Pithy Booth and 
I were always good friends. 

The burghal business of the new year began with 
meetings of the Nine Police "Wards for the election of 
Commissioners. Various new men were brought under 
review, several of whom were destined to occupy con- 
siderable attention — to wit : Mr. Peter Esslemont, draper, 
Mr. Alexander Duffus, confectioner, and Mr. Charles 
Smith, merchant tailor. Number one here mentioned 
will have to come before my readers prominently yet in 
the race for civic position, but on the present occasion he 
was by no means in the running, having only polled a 

dozen votes, so true it still is that the last shaU be first, etc. 
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Mr, Duffus soon made his word heard. He was 
able, determined, combative, and made friends accord- 
ingly. When he took up a case it was difficult to convince 
him he could be wrong, but he was a first-class worker. 
When I saw Mr. Duffus the other afternoon, stalwart as 
ever and much stouter, he appeared to be quite in fettle 
for a Police Board fight on the old lines. Charles Smith 
came to be liked by many people. He had a due per- 
ception of magisterial importance, made money and a 

remarkable will : kindly, moreover, and just. ^The 

Oldmachar Cathedral restoration row, for it really took 
that turn at various moments, steadily increased in 
warmth. At a meeting of the heritors to receive a report 
by Mr. Macandrew, architect. Major Paton of Grand- 
holm presiding, the Reverend Dr. Smith, senior clergy- 
man, was in such questionable temper that, he actually 
charged his junior brother, George Jamieson, with being 
*' a remarkable man " in consequence of certain opposing 
views, while outspoken Powis described the said doctor 
as " a perfect marplot," saying also thus : " I am a heritor 
here and I shan't stand any dictation from you, sir. I 
did not come into this parish for my bread as you did." 
The scene was not one tending to edification — but Mr. 
Gilbert Scott, the eminent ecclesiastical architect, was 
brought from London to give advice on the proposed 
improvements. He was charmed with the ancient pile ; 
and by various simple hammer and chisel touches known 
only to the skilled, he brought to view hidden sculptured 
beauties of the building never dreamt of by the layman 
onlooker. Money being forthcoming the Cathedral re- 
storation was resolved upon and in course of time carried 
out. Few intelligent strangers from near or far visiting 
our city but find their way to Old Aberdeen. 

The bonds of brotherhood between the majority of the 
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Free ^S^est Church who, in some trepidation, left the 
Belmont Street building, and the minority who remained 
were gradually severed entirely — owing, it was alleged, 
in no small degree to a bitter speech made by Principal 
Lumsden anent contributions to the Sustentation Fund. 
The upshot was that at the current meeting of the Town 
Council application was made by Mr. Alexander Edmond, 
advocate, son of Francis, for a site for a new church on 
the north side of Union Street nearly opposite, but west- 
ward, to where the present one stands. Mr. Johnston 
Shearer, whose photographing premises were quite ad- 
jacent to the wished-for site, objected successfuUy on the 
ground that the new buildings would interfere with his 
light. After protracted preliminaries in Sessions and the 
Synod, in the course of which the Reverend Dr. David 
Brown, and keen, lovable, canty Doctor George Brown, 
recently then retired from the army, were in great force, 
the " refractory few,*' were granted permission to continue 
at Belmont Street and the church was opened as a 
preaching station. At an early date the congregation 
called the Reverend H. M. TlC^illiamson, Huntly, a then 
popular man, to be their pastor. 

ASlien I was an apprentice engraver there was no 
better-known draper firm in Union Street than that of 
Philip Sc Taylor. The two partners were genuine 
Aberdonians — shrewd and cautious. Mr. Taylor died at 
this date at the long age of eighty-six. He was an enter- 
taining old gentleman, held in much esteem. Nobody 
ever spoke of the partners in the singular sense — ^it was 
always " Philip & Taylor ". So much was this the case 
that a story ran that a nurse-maid carrying a nice, bright- 
eyed baby was saluted in Castle Street by an appreciative 
stranger with : " My good girl, whose pretty child is 
that ? " Proudly the flattered guardian replied : " Philip 
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& Taylor's, sir ! " Which return is almost— only almost, 
however — as noteworthy as the answer of a prominent 
citizen who occupied with a brother-in-Law the same 
house in the Adelphi Court as legal business premises, 
employing one and the same female resident caretaker. 
Like others they were duly charged for local rates in- 
cluding so much on rent. They considered this sum far 
too high and conjunctly appealed. In support of claim 
for reduction one of the two friends — ^both much-respected 
Free Church elders — ^pointed out that they were charged, 
besides their offices, on rooms for servants. " Now, gentle- 
men (he pleaded), we don't have servants : my friend 
and I just keep one woman between us." The plea was 
accepted by the court amidst doubtful shaking of heads. 
The death of Doctor Robert Macpherson, Professor of 
Theology in our University, was now annoimced at the 
age of sixty-one. He was considered an excellent scholar 
and teacher. He used to preach frequently for Doctor 
Forsyth in the Old West Church, his sermons being loyally 
in keeping with that divine's style — ^long and deep. When 
he got the University Chair he had as opponent the 
Reverend Samuel Trail, Birsay, and that gentleman now 
succeeded him. (Strange that when speaking of these 
two worthy ministers in 1861 I should have called the 
one William and the other James ! I knew them both 

well.) ^While lingering within the cool, sequestered 

shades of King's let me not forget to say that every 
worthy son of the ancient seat of learning was highly 
elated by the tidings now to hand from Cambridge — 
Charles Niven had been declared Senior Wrangler of the 
year. The leading competition figures stood thus — ^Niven, 
3,791 ; Clifford (a highly-gifted scholar), 2,858. The 
success was anticipated, for the career of the brilliant 
Crimond student had been closely followed. It was not 
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long till he became Professor of Natural Philosophy in 
his Alma Mater and in that Chair he still (1903) presides. 
His wife also belongs to us, being the daughter of Sir 
Dayid Stewart of Banchory, whose services as Lord 
Provost of our good town will likely come under notice 

in due order. ^Another passing away of a well-known 

man has to find record — Alexander Ross, advocate. He 

has already had recognition in our pages. ^A great 

storm of snow had ruled in and around the city for six 
weeks. It now disappeared and with it the last traces of 
the cholera. The epidemic visitation cost the town £1,158. 



CHAPTER LXII. 

John Phillip, R.A. This name appears several times in 

°^7 P^^^f 2Uid now record has to be made of the gifted 

artist's death. He passed away suddenly in London on 

19th April, 1867 — ^having only reached his fiftieth year. 

He had lived long enough, however, to be placed by his 

foremost contemporaries amongst the greatest of British 

painters — ^some critics, indeed, went the length of holding 

that as a colourist this country had never produced his 

equal. And he rose from very humble position. Peter 

Phillip, his father, was a work-a-day shoemaker in Old- 

meldrum, afterwards top of our Gallowgate. His famous 

son was bom in Skene Square, Aberdeen, on 19th April, 

1817, in a house which bears a brass tablet recording the 

historic fact. This mark of remembrance is the loving 

tribute of a fellow-townsman and brother artist, William 

Brodie, the distinguished sculptor . John Phillip started 

life as errand boy to a tinsmith in Hutcheon Street, 

and he told me when we were holidaying one summer 

amid the attractive ruins of Gordon Castle, Huntly, that 

it was the splendour of the Royal Arms as radiantly 

depicted in silver and gold on the big drum of a volunteer 

band stored in his father's shop that first awoke him to 

the glories of drawing and colour. He tried to imitate 

the Royal Arms on the tinsmith's flagons and roozers I 

At the age of fifteen he apprenticed himself to Spark the 

painter and glazier, Wallace Neuk, Netherkirkgate, and 

he has shown me buildings in our city into the windows 

of which he "puttied the lozens". Steadily, devotedly 
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he gave every possible minute to efforts in portrait paint- 
ing, receiving some lessons from James Forbes, a teacher 
of drawing. From this gentleman our young artist obtained 
much insight and kindness, and it is recorded that in a 
very short time Forbes remarked that " he could not do 
portraits like Jack Phillip though he were to paint his 
eyes out ". In 1834 Phillip worked his free passage by 
brush aboard a sloop to London ; managed to get ad- 
mission to the Royal Academy exhibition, staying therein 
till he was put out at closing hours, and profited so much 
by his visit that in two years* time he took up residence 
in the great metropolis. Major Pryse Gordon, a northern 
gentleman, and Lord Panmure proved good friends to 
the lad, to whom they saw heaven's gift of genius had 
been given, and he soon had more work than he could 
execute. "With 1851 came the turning point in John 
Phillip's career. He went to Spain and came back with 
a wealth of sketches. These sketches developed as time 
went on into the masterly, finished renderings of Spanish 
life and character which have won for their creator an 
abiding position on the honoured roll of our country's 
noblest masters in art. It was my ever-cherished privilege 
to know John Phillip well. There never lived a more 
unselfish, a truer-hearted man, and his memory is to me 
an unfading joy. Aberdeen, unfortunately, can boast no 
great example from Phillip's hand. Two or three canvases 
of his earlier style are in our Art Gallery, and a portrait 
of the late Albert, Prince Consort, hangs in the Town 
Hall, but a masterpiece is as yet wanting. The death of 
"Phillip of Spain," for imder this artistic title he was 
well known, drew forth numerous eloquent tributes to 
his genius from many who had never seen him in life, 
while there was much sincere sorrow amongst his friends 
— ^a limited circle — ^in Aberdeen. But then these knew 
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him well — ^knew him not only as the great and sought- 
after painter but also, and perchance better, as the free, 
generous and sympathetic friend and counsellor. In his 
brief time John Phillip enjoyed much fame and renown ; 
he likewise endured great sorrow. From these] mingled 
elements he seemed to have deeply learned the truth of 
the Apostle that "before honour is humility," and he 
walked his allotted way accordingly. 

Within short compass of time we now had quite 
a variety of public entertainments. First of these in 
popularity was a visit of the great Tom Thumb and his 
wee wifikie, with their diminutive companions Commo- 
dore Nutt and Minnie Warren. They constituted an 
interesting show, particularly to youngsters, and their 
forenoon and evening receptions in the Music Hall drew 

constant crowds. ^The great Italian operatic prima 

Madame Titiens, accompanied by Charles Santley, and 
Tom Hohler, reputed to be a member of the upper- 
ten class, but at any rate possessing a fine tenor voice, 

gave a largely attended fashionable concert. Shiel 

Barry, an Irish actor of the careless genius stamp, played 
a week or two at the Theatre, presenting some powerful 

renderings of melodramatic character. ^Mr. and Mrs. 

Charles Kean paid a last visit previous to retiring 

from the stage. It was a success. ^The Choral Union 

gave a miscellaneous concert embracing a selection of 
choruses from Handel. Three of the local soloists won 
distinct honours — Robert Cooper, journalist, still amongst 
us and popular ; Robert Williamson, butcher, for a time 
precentor of Free Holbum Church, but long now resi* 
dent in London, where besides being very successful in 
business he did valuable service in connection with the 
admirable Psalmody of the Reverend Dr. Henry Allon's 
Congregational Church, Islington. The third amateur 
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(they were scarce in those days besides what they are 
now) was a Miss Dunn, who sang simply and nicely, but I 
forget her private status. 

" There is a reaper whose name is death," sings Long- 
fellow, and the old harvester's scythe had been very busy 
this season amongst our citizens. Provost George Henry, 
whose good name is already upon our record, now de- 
parted counting more than the fourscore years. Baillie 
George Black Bothwell, also known on these pages, 
finished his course of active city services at the age of 
fifty-nine. George Stirling, merchant, ever stirring and 
fidgetty at the Police Board, and just beginning Town 
Council duties, died in his fifty-second year, and John 
Macpherson of Springhill was also no more seen. He 
was a combmaker to business and in his hot youth an 
ardent Radical. Time, however, tempered his political 
ambitions, and he was an amiable citizen when he now 
departed about sixty. The Reverend Mungo Parker, 
who had been Free Church pastor at Brechin, came very 
quietly amongst us who were residing at Ruthrieston 
near the Bridge of Dee in the early fifties. He had a 
most attractive personality, and made friends with every- 
body. We gradually learned that our new neighbour 
had been a highly distinguished student at Glasgow 
University, and thereafter acted as tutor in the family 
of the Elarl of "Wemyss. Mr. Parker's meditative habits 
and courtly manners early created interest, and that 
feeling grew into what I may truly term a reverential 
sympathy when it was whispered that a deep attachment 
towards a lady member of a noble family had mastered, 
in some degree, his fine intellect. What a lovable, 
handsome, silver-haired gentleman of say forty-five 
Mungo Parker was ! Sadly, if not sorrowfully, he went 
amongst us, conversing with young and old in the most 
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affable manner. By-and-by he took upon himself the 
labours of a voluntary missionary in the district, and 
began Sunday evening services in a small room at the 
Foords of Dee. It was soon found necessary to remove 
to a cottage in the Loan that now leads to Ruthrieston 
railway station, and here the audiences steadily increased, 
not a few people holding the opinion that for eloquent, 
impressive preaching the city possessed nothing to sur- 
pass that to be heard at Bridge of Dee. Mr. Parker was 
aided by a band of willing workers, Baillie David 
McHardy of Cranford proving then and onwards his 
right-hand helper. George Catto, who used to have a 
fancy-stationer*s shop at (now) 87 Union Street, was the 
sweet-voiced precentor. But now the devoted pastor's 
time was come, and on the 1st of April, 1867, congestion 
of the brain brought rest. Truly his works do follow 



! loved for aye, those Sabbath eves, 
And godly Parker*s voice, 

" Come nnto Him each soul that grieves ; 
Come, wearied ones, rejoice " : 

1 hear the call — ^I join the psalm, 

We plead before the throne ; 
And memory gilds with holy calm 
The old Church in the Loan. 



CHAPTER LXIII. 

The installation of Mount Stuart Elphinstone Grant- 
Duff, ALP., as Lord Rector of Aberdeen University, 
passed over in a fairly becoming manner. The Music 
Hall was crowded and the students were — considering 
the unwonted length of the honourable gentleman's ad- 
dress — wonderfully quiet. The Annual Ordinary 

General Meeting of the Great North of Scotland share- 
holders was looked forward to with anxious interest 
The affairs were in a sad state and the Directors very 
dubious as to how they were to be improved. This is 
the tone in which Mr. John Duncan as Chairman rushed 
into the field of debate : '' Gentlemen, I have to make a 
few remarks on the subject of the report now in your 
hands, and I regret to say that these remarks must be of 
a very gloomy description. The position of matters has 
arisen from circumstances over which the original 
promoters of your undertaking had no control. But it 
is a deep well that has no bottom, and we are very near 
the bottom now. However, the Directors do not abandon 
hope, and had it not been for the great snowstorm that 
destroyed the chance of dividing £5,000 amongst you, 
and the high rate of interest — ^six, eight and ten per cent, 
on the loans — ^things might have looked brighter." Mr. 
Duncan proceeded in this key during a long speech — 
meeting objections and answering ticklish questions with 
admirable temper and adroitness. It was one of the most 
elaborate, quelling the storm the sun will yet shine again 

pleadings he ever delivered — and proved an undoubted 
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saving of the position. The Directors were left with the 
consideration of creating a pre-preference class of stock, 
and the meeting found themselves in such contented 
mood that they voted a honorarium for the year of £400 
to Mr. Duncan for his able services. Everybody thought 
it was well-won money. 

Steadily the ranks of citizens whose names were 
familiar in many households grew thinner and thinner. 
Alexander Brodie, of whom honourable mention has 
already been made as a native sculptor of much promise, 
passed suddenly away imder great mental excitement. 
He was brother to the still more distinguished worker in 
marble, William Brodie, Edinburgh. Alexander, whom 

I knew well in earlier days, was only thirty-seven. 

The Reverend Daniel Dewar, for a period minister of 
Greyfriars Church here, held at same time the Chair of 
Moral Philosophy. He continued in both offices till he 
got a call to succeed the great Dr. Thomas Chalmers 
in the Tron Church, Glasgow. Lord Melbourne made 
Dr Dewar Principal of our University, which position he 
fiUed till the Union of theCoUeges in 1860. His death at 
Dunoon was now reported. He must have reached 

some eighty years. 1 sweetened my first volume by 

quoting a homely little lilt — My Willie's Marriage Bing. 
"William Anderson, its author, died during the current 
summer at the age of sixty-six. He had been a hand- 
loom weaver in early days, and worked alongside 
William Thom, the jusUy admired Inverurie Poet— 
about whom he had a budget of stories. Thom was a 
somewhat weary kin' o' body — cripple, stunted ; but, 
said Anderson : " Let him get his legs aneath a table, 
and he wid wyle the laverick frae the lift wi' his tongue 
— especially if lasses were present ". Thom played, I re- 
member, well on the flute. Through the influence of 



302 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1867 

James Adam, Editor, Anderson got into the police force, 
and died a Lieutenant of that body. He wrote many 
pieces for the Herald, and one of them — Jean Findlater's 

Loon — must long keep his name known. Mr. Joseph 

Roweli was a noticeable figure in the city — a figure to 
turn and look at. He was Northumberlandshire bom — 
a noble specimen of an Englishman — ^to trade a chain- 
maker. I remember lingering at the open door of a 
small smiddy in Mealmarket Lane, and admiring a living 
realisation of Longfellow*s Village Blacksmith. Standing 
hammer in hand over his anvil, there was the handsome 
worker manfully at labour his shirt sleeves rolled up 
to the elbows and the sparks flying about him "like 
chaff on the threshing floor". That is more than half 
a century ago, but to-night I am, in fancy, again at that 
little smiddy door ! Mr. Roweli was for some twenty 
years a partner in the firm of Stewart & Roweli of the 
famous Hutcheon Street Comb Manufactory — ^kind, frank 
and much esteemed. 

Under the new Reform Bill a second member was 
assigned to Aberdeenshire, and the truth of the gossip 
which had been going was realised — Mr. 'William 
McCombie, the distinguished farmer of Tillyfour, inti- 
mated by published address his intention of standing 
for the seat. He went to work with the thoroughness of 
whatever he put his hand to when in earnest. Letter 
after letter, paragraph on paragraph appeared painting 
broadly the manner of the very-much-at-home country 
candidate as he approached and ''booked" the electors 
at kirk and market. There was a good deal of truth 
and humour in the caustic drawings perhaps, but all 
was in its unwonted way fair and above-board. It was 
our worthy, weighty aspiring friend's style of utterance 
and habit of button-hole-ing on his electioneering exj 
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tions that created curiosity and doubts as to his Parlia- 
mentary fitness. But undauntedly Tillyfour held on his 
way and prospered. 

At this date the Police Commissioners and the Harbour 
Commissioners had projects before them of serious im- 
portance to the city, and both Boards were directing 
their best attention to the call of duty. Sir Alexander 
Anderson had submitted a scheme for the utilisation of 
the town sewage through the irrigation of land on the 
east side of King Street. The Murcar Links was con- 
sidered favourable ground for the experiment. The 
comprehensive nature of the proposal may in measure 
be gathered from the statement that it was, practically, 
to commence at south end of Bon-Accord Street, and 
radiate through the city towards the links. Robert 
Anderson, the resident waterworks engineer, expressed 
his confidence in the ultimate success of Sir Alexander's 
bold overture. Nor was the question before the Harbour 
Commissioners of less bulk or weight. There was great 
need for increased dock accommodation, and to secure this 
a scheme which involved changing the course of the river 
Dee was hopefully under review. There was also a 
crying desire for a graving dock of sufficient capacity to 
admit vessels of the larger size undergoing repairs. If I 
remember aright J. W. Barclay suggested, in connection 
with the changing the course of the Dee, that a portion of 
the old bed of the river might form the site of a new kill- 
ing market — a subject about which the town has been again 
(1903) a good deal agitated. Dyce Cay, the recently 
appointed harbour engineer, had his hands full with the 
dock and a proposal for the extension of the north pier. 



CHAPTER LXIV. 

Dr. DAVIDSON'S Free West Congregation were losing na 
time in setting their new church in order. They took 
contracts to the amount of £7,154 — the masonry tender 
of the Messrs. Greig covering close on £5,000 of this sum. 
The destruction of the house occupied by Mrs. Doctor 
Williamson and family, comer of Bon-Accord Street, was 
at once commenced. The portion of the congregation 
who continued to worship in the doubtfully safe building 
top of Belmont Street could not make up their minds 
how to designate themselves. What's in a name? said 
the public, and the Free Presbytery joined in the Shakes- 
pearian query — several of the members thinking the nomen- 
clature discussion beneath the dignity of the reverend 
Court. " The Old Free West," argued some : " The New 
Free West," demanded others, while " Chalmers Church *' 
got a hearing. Eventually *'The Free High" proved 
acceptable to everybody. It was the suggestion of the 
Reverend John Adam. 

The Wapinschaw now came round again — ^but shorn 
of the elements which had made it specially attractive to 
the mass pf people. There was to be no review, no 
sham fight. Notwithstanding this 1,800 volunteers put 
in their appearance on the Old Town Links as compared 
with 1,642 the previous year. The chief officers in com- 
mand were Lieutenant-Colonel Erskine ; Major Thomas 
Innes ; jMajor Jopp ; Major Hogarth and Adjutant Lysons. 
The weather was not encouraging, but the proceedings 

went on briskly, the increased numbers in the ranks not 
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being, however, conducive to improvement in the drill 
and general manoeuvring. The Aberdeenshire bugle, as 
usual the chief aim of every corps, went this year again 
to the country, the Methlick men, under Lieutenant John 
Grant, proving the proud target-finding victors. For the 
first time the important element of drill was taken into 
account, and under this head and volley firing the 
Methlick champions scored 268 marks as against, say the 
4th Aberdeen Company whose figures were 236. The 
Rifle Long Range contest brought several well-known 
past-master marksmen into the field at 800, 900 and 1,000 
yards, five shots at each distance. Here are the finishing 
totals: — 

Ensi^ George J. Walker 37 points. 

Private George Wilken 44 „ 

Major William Jopp 46 „ 

Private David GiU 51 „ 

Provost Nicol and his lady were amongst the interested 
spectators on more than one day, and the events through- 
out went pleasantly, the meeting being distinguished by 
the novel feature that not a single protest fell to be 
considered by those in authority ! The top scorer in 
the above contest has obtained much distinction as a 
" watcher of the skies ". Sir David Gill, K.C.B., LL.D., 
F.R.S., has been Royal Astronomer, at Cape of Good 
Hope, since 1879, 

One of those gracious, kindly acts, which stir tender 
souls was quietly obtaining completion at Newhills. The 
senior member of the late influential legal firm of Adam 
& Anderson was quitting his farm, and his neighbours 
and friends took fitting occasion to present him with a 
parting address couched in very warm, grateful terms 
indeed. The address was accompanied by a handsome 

silver salver, bearing a suitable inscription, and a choice 

20 
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selection of books. There was not much speaking : there 

was no need. ^The Great North of Scotland Railway 

Bill came, at this date, before the Committee of the House 
of Lords. They declined to grant power for the creation 

of pre-preference stock. ^With August my notes bring 

farther obituary record. Mr. Alexander Gibb, C.E., died 
at his town residence, Willowbank, in his sixtieth year. 
He was a partner in the firm of Messrs. John Gibb & Sons, 
well-known contractors and builders. Besides carrying 
out a deal of important northern undertakings, including 
the new Bridge of Don and the Caimton W^ater Scheme, 
they erected Cape Wrath Lighthouse, then, southwards, 
the Glasgow Jamaica Street Clyde Bridge, and now (1903), 
Mr. E^ton Gibb, having finished the Kew Bridge, London, 
that fine structure has been opened by King EUlward. 
The deceased Mr. Alexander Gibb was an able, successful 
citizen, taking a full share of the work falling to the Town 

Council and Harbour Board. ^The Reverend Patrick 

Robertson, best known with the addition of '* Craigdam " 
to his name, was for years an outstanding bit of homely 
character. He was a many-sided old gentleman, very 
eccentric in his general ways, but ever earnest and im- 
pressive in his gospel teachings. He possessed a wealth 
of pithy sayings, similes and parables that lent singtdar 
attraction to his preaching. He was greatly beloved by 
his Craigdam flock, and when he came to Charlotte Street 
Church, Aberdeen, large congregations were drawn to 
liear his evening sermons. At his death he had reached 

four-score-and-ten. ^Mr. James Hay Chalmers had a 

distinct position amongst the younger Aberdeen advocates 
— his leanings and acquirements were so varied. As a 
member of the still important legal firm of C. & P. H. 
Chalmers he was well-known in business, and he held the 
office of Commissary-Clerk of the County. He took a 
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warm interest in the volunteer movement, devoted a good 
deal of attention to agriculture, and was reckoned an 
authority in matters coming before the Scottish Anti- 
quarian Society. Mr. Chalmers' health long concerned 
his friends, and he died when only thirty-eight. 

New Saint Paul's Episcopal Church was opened now, 
and was considered an adornment to the quarter where 
built — Loch Street — just as the incumbent the Reverend 
F. W. B. Bouverie was esteemed by the citizens an active 
cultured Englishman willing to assist in every commend- 
able movement. In consequence of the work in connec- 
tion with the new Municipal Buildings the Autumn Circuit 
Court was held in the Athenaeum large newsroom, which 
was arranged for the purpose. Lords Deas and Neaves 
presided, with Advocate-Depute Robert Lee as prosecutor. 
What was called the Stonehaven murder case excited 
a large amount of interest. An oldish, broken-down 
gentleman of some family who had been, or was, the 
proprietor of two small properties in Newmachar, was 
charged with killing his wife in Stonehaven. James & 
George Collie, advocates, had provided very able counsel 
for him in Dean of Faculty Moncreiff, with Messrs. 
Watson and Asher as juniors. The trial lasted well over 
two days — the plea of insanity through indulgence in 
strong drink being forcibly upheld. The jury brought 
in a verdict of culpable homicide, and accused was 
sentenced to imprisonment for ten years. 



CHAPTER LXV. 

There was less than the wonted enthusiasm this season 
about the doings at the Braemar Gathering. The 
weather was unfaYourable and Her Majesty did not 
attend. Prince and Princess Christian ; the Princesses 
Louise and Beatrice ; Prince Leopold, with members of 
the Royal suite, including Lord Stanley, minister of state, 
however, drove up from Balmoral and witnessed a portion 
of the games programme. 

The Infirmary and Asylum Corporation found it in- 
cumbent to devote much consideration to a question 
which had cropped up incidentally in committee, namely, 
W3S it legal for members of the body to supply, under 
contract, the institutions with goods, or to execute build- 
ing and other work ? There was, I fear, some personal 
feeling in the origin of the subject within the Committee. 
At any rate they resolved to take the opinion of Mr. 
Rutherf urd Clark, Edinburgh, then a very popular counsel, 
on the point. The Corporation, a very numerous body 
of the leading citizens, embracing most of the principal 
firms, tradesmen, merchants, etc., were much concerned 
in the submission, while the best interests of the Infirmary 
and Asylum in the matter of supplies and labour had to 
be considered. Counsel, founding his answer to the 
principal query of the Committee on the Lord Chancellor's 
decision in the Blaikie versus the Aberdeen Railway 
Company, wrote as follows : " I am of opinion that it is 
illegal for the Managers to contract for the supply of 

work or goods to the Infirmary," and he added at the 
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end of his opinion — '* I venture to say that it is to my 
mind doubtful whether it is for the advantage of the 
Institutions to raise any such questions ". There followed, 
at the largely attended quarterly Court of September, a 
warm debate in which Provost Nicol, Mr. John "Webster, 
Reverend Doctor Pirie, Mr. Thomas Todd, Dean of Guild 
Jamieson and others took part. There was a general 
feeling that Counsel Clark's finding and '' venture to say " 
were sound. 

During the residence of the Court at Balmoral the 
Queen drove over to Tillypronie, where Sir J. Clark, the 
proprietor, was erecting a new mansion house, and took 
a practical share in a ceremony which, it was understood, 
was the first of its " Royal " kind recorded in the annals 
of Masonry — Her Majesty laid the lintel stone of the 
principal entrance. The Sovereign stood upon a small 
raised platform, and spread the bed of lime, smiling 

pleasantly at her own handiwork. Aberdeen and 

Deeside suddenly, about this time became perturbed 
by what seemed well-grounded reports of a projected 
Fenian attack upon the Court at Balmoral. The alarm 
spread fast and far, and the utmost promptitude was 
displayed by the police authorities in London and our 
own quarter to meet the emergency. Scotland Yard 
sent some of its most experienced detectives north, bodies 
of men of the 78th and 93rd Highlanders were despatched 
from our barracks and quartered at Abergeldie and 
Castleton of Braemar to keep watch and ward. Sheriff 
Comrie Thomson and Major Ross of the constabulary 
were at Crathie, while members of the body were planted 
as scouts along the roads leading from Fettercaim and 
Spittal of Glenshee. Lieutenant Pitt Taylor and twenty- 
two of the 78th were quartered at Torry Fort. The 
alarm occupied the public mind for weeks, but the pre- 
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cautions of the authorities, or possibly the feeling that 
there was no real ground for anxiety as to the safety of 
the peaceful dwellers at Balmoral, gradually prevailed, 
and things resumed their ordinary jog-trot course. 

Here is a figure once well-known in the districts 
affected by the Fenian fleg : — 

JOCK RORIE. 

For fccfatin' and fishin' he hadna a marrow, 

Frae the anld brig o' Feagh to the Pool at Strathdon ; 
He wad poach lor a week owre CnlUean to BUnhara, 

Then keep tryst wi' some cronies at lythe Boltinstone : 
It's little he cared whaor he rested or fared, 

Wi' rod and wi' gon he was aye in his glory ; 
He was kent near and far roon Loch Skene and Braemar — 

And a'body liket him, Fechtin' Jock Rorie. 

Jock first saw the licht near the tx>at of Inchmairlie, 

Was a smith, stalwart, strong, frank-spoken and free ; 
The Farquharsons, Fifes, — ^he tried their strength sairlie. 

And Scolty speil'd up like a squirrel on a tree : 
Bnt to fecht was his failin', at ploy or school skailin' 

He wad set to the wark as if leadin' a foray ; 
At feast or at fair, nae a flee did he care. 

He was ready for battle, leal, fearless Jock Rorie. 

The roch tykes o' Tarland, and wanr Tamintoul, 

Were ever the foeman he ettled to meet ; 
And he'd aff cross the hills, a' nnkent to a soul. 

To thrash or be thrashe^d, — 'twas a joy aye complete : 
Yet, Jock, hard as aim, had a heart like a bairn. 

Could sing ye a love-lilt or tell a sly story ; 
Wi' the lasses at nicht there was never a knicht 

Mair gallant and tender than blithesome Jock Rorie. 



Willie Blair at Balmoral, and auld Dancie Skinner, 
Vowed fleeter foot ne'er tippet time on a fleer 

When their fiddles spoke oot, to entice saint and sinner, 
Wi' reel and strathspey ringing gladsome and dear : 

But the licht of life's noon fadeth surely and soon, 
And now by yon ivied wall, age-worn and hoary. 

The Feug^ and Dee croon a soft lullaby tune. 

To the grave where in peace resteth Fechtin' Jock Rorie. 
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The death of three gallant young officers members of 
well-known dty families drew forth much sympathy. 
Lieutenant Frederick C. S. Dyce, son of Dr. Robert Dyce, 
Professor of Midwifery, entered the Indian Army when 
he was a lad of seventeen, and took part in several 
engagements against the mutineers. He was wounded 
at Cawnpore, and for his conduct promoted on the field. 
"Wounded a second time he came home for a brief period 
and then returned to duty, but was struck with apoplexy 
when on his way to Assam. He died near there in the 
house of his townsman, Doctor Vans Best, at the age of 

twenty-seven. Lieutenant-Colonel David Lyall Grant, 

a son of the proprietor of Kingsford, followed soon. 
Though only twenty-six he had seen considerable service, 
and died at his father's town residence (now the North- 
em Club, Union Street) from the effects of a wound in 
the breast received at Nukukmaru in 1865. He was 
honoured with a military funeral, a fine body of men 
of the 93rd Highlanders forming the firing party at 
Nellfield. Intelligence also came of the loss of "an- 
other soldier of the city : Captain William Gordon 
Chalmers, son of Mr. Charles Chalmers of Monkshill. 

He died at Kussowlie, India, in his thirty-third year. 

At this time too there disappeared an elderly figure 
familiar on Union Street — ^Mr. John Maitland, retired 
merchant. His thin, tall, upright personality, over six 
feet, attracted the attention of strangers, as he slowly, 
placidly stepped along, a well-pleased gentleman at ease. 
He had been in earlier life Dean of Guild of the dty, 
but my most lasting impression regarding Mr. Maitland 
is as forming one of the body of our local men of some 
mark who were wont to assemble daily in the shop of 
Messrs. Simpson & Whyte, clothiers, Union Street, comer 
of Shiprow. There you might see Lord Provost Sir 



312 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1867 

Thomas Blaikie ; Mr. John Angus , Town Clerk ; Messrs. 
'William and Hugh Hogarth, salmon-fishing proprietors ; 
Mr. Arthur Thomson, banker ; Mr. Frederick Holland, 
manufacturer ; Baillie James Forbes ; Mr. Alexander 
Nicol, shipowner ; Doctor James "Will ; Mr. George 
Thompson of Pitmedden ; Mr. John 'Webster, advocate ; 
Mr. Thomas Todd, Maryculter House, and the gentleman 
of whom I am writing. There they were busily en- 
gaged in friendly weighing of men and movements local 
and imperial. They have all passed away, but their 
words had weight in our good old town half a century 
ago. 

Our staunch city member, Colonel Sykes, came to 
account for his parliamentary doings and met a crowded 
audience in the Music Hall. He spoke at great length, 
the new Reform Bills occupying a chief portion of his 
attention. The aged soldier was an honest but tiresome 
orator, and his reward now, as formerly, was a resolution 
of '* unabated confidence as the faithful, zealous and in- 
dependent representative" of what he called "good old 
Bon- Accord ". 

A removal rumour that had been sorely disturbing 
the Free South congregation was now pronounced a 
certainty — ^the Reverend John Adam was called to the 
pastorate of Well Park Church, Glasgow. Although he 
made no mark as a gifted preacher he was a devoted 
hard-working guide of his large flock and undoubtedly 
the ablest business man in our Free Church Presbytery. 
My personal experience — and I had as treasurer of the 
Royal Infirmary and Royal Asylum many meetings with 
him — was that with the exception of the Reverend Doctor 
Pirie, Mr. Adam had no superior in general business 
matters in either of our reverend Synodical Courts. He 
was an excellent speaker, a ready debater, and not want- 



1867] REV. DR. JOHN ADAM 313 

ing in humour. I had much pleasant intercourse with 
him, and regretted, like many of every denomination, his 
leaving Aberdeen. Mr. Adam was succeeded by the 
Reverend John M. Sloan from Dalkeith. This gentle- 
man had been highly spoken about. He deserved the 
recommendation, and remained popular in the city for 
long. 



CHAPTER LXVI. 

Municipal matters were beginning to move the busier 
bodies, bat with the exception of the retirement of James 
"W. Barclay and George Brown there was no change of 
moment on the cards. The electors were in languid 
mood, though with the important proposals before the 
Council and Harbour Board the withdrawal of Mr. Barclay 
caused general regret. Ex-BailUe Hugh Ross and Charles 
Playfair, gunmaker, were the favourites for the vacancies 

and got the seats. The harbour improvements con^ 

tinned an absorbing question, the joint report of Messrs. 
Hawkshaw and Abemethy engaging much attention. 
Their estimate for carrying out the work was £220,000, 
and this did not include a graving dock or the bridge to 
Torry. The leaving out of the bridge caused real dis- 
appointment, but the engineers said that if it were called 
for just then the proprietors of the land required would 
greatly heighten their claims. The traders of the port — 
merchants, manufacturers, builders — were at the same 
time up in arms regarding the rates to be charged on 
various kinds of goods, and held meetings on the subject. 
They appointed a strong committee to act along with 
the Commissioners in readjusting the Tables of Dues — 
Alexander Copland of the Commercial Company and 
Joseph Wood, manager of the Hull and Newcastle Steam 

Company, taking prominent positions in the det>ates. The 
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first-named gentleman has since those days until now 
(1903) done yeoman service in a number of important 
questions in connection with the harbour, but Joseph 
Wood has been long engaged in shipping enterprise else- 
where. ^The establishment of a Free Library in the 

city commanded earnest attention from a limited number 
of gentlemen of standing — Sheriff Comrie Thomson, John 
'VT'ebster, advocate, and William Forsyth of the Journal 
being specially interested in the movement. 

As the year drew to a close record had to be made of 
old honoured educationists passing away and rising new 
men filling the empty spaces. Doctor Thomas Clark, who 
had been Professor of Chemistry in Marischal College 
up till 1860, died in his sixty-sixth year. He was a stout, 
plucky, determined gentleman, and hit hard against the 

" spoilers " in the Fusion of Colleges question. Doctor 

John Ogilvie, already alluded to in connection with 
Gordon's Hospital, died on reaching the allotted span — 
seventy. He had earned much and sure fame as editor 
of the Imperial Dictionary — held by many distinguished 
scholars to be the best English work of its kind then in 

existence. ^The following appointments were made to 

the teaching staff of the Grammar School — Reverend 
George McArthur, mathematics ; John Mitchell, drawing ; 
C. S. Forbes, English ; Samuel Pope, writing. Dr. Angus 
Eraser succeeded Dr. George Sutherland as one of the 
St. Nicholas Parochial Board medical officers. 

There was no lack of evening amusements. Sims 
Reeves, assisted by Miss Poole, Madame Patey Whytock 
and J. G. Patey, gave a ballad concert ; Signor Quaglieni 
re-opened his Italian Cirque ; George Grossmith, senior, 
amused a large audience in the Mechanics Hall with 
Sketches of Life and Character from the Modem Humor- 
ists ; and, quite in a different mood, Doctor George Mac- 



316 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1867 

donald followed with a grand lecture on Hamlet — a play 
which he characterised as " the greatest work of art that 

ever came from the pen of human being ". ^The Glee 

and Madrigal Union — a body of forty select voices under 
Mr. Latter — ^gave an excellent rendering of some of the 
rarest gems of English vocal part music. The Satur- 
day evening entertainments were maintaining their good 
name — amateur vocal talent aiding not a little to this 
desirable consummation — Robert Cooper, Robert William- 
son, John Munro reappearing along with Miss Julia 
Menzies, a young singer who secured special favour. 
One of the critics — I think William Anderson, Free Press 
— wrote (and he knew what he was saying) : "Miss 
Menzies has established a reputation as one of our very 
best native vocalists ". I know not if this lady keeps 
up her music, but she is amongst us still, a comely 
matron. 

As the year fades away let me recall a little thing that 
met with considerable favour : — 



TO ANE FAR AWA'. 

Ill sin^ a san^ to thee, Tom, 

Though far £rae me and hame : 
For leal thochts oome o* thee, Tom, 

At the whisper o' thy name. 
The waves may beat, the winds may blaw, 
The Simmer bloom and Winter snaw. 
Bat mom or nicht saU brak nor fa* 
That ye*re nae dear to me, Tom, 

'Tis years, O ! langsome years, Tom, 

Since last I saw yer face ; 
And sometimes I hae fears, Tom, 

Anither fUls my place. 
But hap what will, or oome what may, 
I'll ne*er forget or blame the day 
I promised to be thine for aye, 
For thine I hope to be, Toul 



1867] A SIMPLE SANG 317 

Ye*U read this simple sang, Tom, 

In yer hame across the sea ; 
And yell ken Fm thinking lang, Tom, 

To look again on thee : — 
To hear yer kindly voice ance mair, 
To hear ye praise my face and hair, 
To hear ye say that nane shall share 
Yer heart and hame but me, Tom. 



CHAPTER LXVIL 

When 1868 opened there was much agitation in Univer- 
sity and other scholastic circles over a qnarrel between 
the Professor of Natural Philosophy, David Thomson, and 
William Minto, a student destined to confer crowning 
honour on old King's. Minto was assistant to Thomson, 
and in this capacity had to take part in electrical experi- 
ments. In the performance of one of these the professor 
— so the story went — ^requested his helper to mount a 
stool in presence of the class, in order that his hair might 
be made to stand on end and sparks come from his nose : 
Minto declined. He objected to be made the medium of 
what he considered food for the laughter of his fellow 
students. Whereupon in haste Thomson ordered him to 
quit — dismissed him, in fact, but the student refused to 
leave the room. The incident created much talk and 
debate out of doors, and a meeting of the University 
Court was called. The Lord Rector, Mountstuart Grant- 
Duff, M.P., presided, and the others present were Prin- 
cipal Campbell, Doctor Woodford, Mr. John Webster, 
Reverend Doctor Mearns and Reverend Dr. Pirie. It 
would appear that there existed considerable difference 
in the Court, the professor and his ex-assistant both 
making long statements. The latter held that the doing 
such menial duty as he had been demanded to perform 
was the work of the University porter or some paid minor 
official. In answer to a question by Doctor Pirie, Pro- 
fessor Thomson maintained that having the power to 
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appoint his assistant, he was entitled to dismiss him — and 
this finding was accepted by the Court. 

An important trial regarding a piece of ground at the 
present date forming portion of Bridge Street, but then 
required by the Great North of Scotland Railway, was 
going on in Edinburgh. The railway people offered 
£3,500 for what they wanted, but Mr. Francis Edmond, 
acting as trustee for clients, demanded £9,600 and legal 
proceedings commenced before Lords Cowan and Ormi- 
dale. Some exciting evidence was given as to the steadily 
increasing price of property in the popular parts of the 
city. For instance, Mr. Alexander Crombie, whose fruit 
shop in Broad Street was known to everybody, testified 
that he bought his premises in 1849 for £1,100, and sold 
them in 1867 for £3,005. Sir Alexander Anderson, in 
his evidence, stated that the value of property in Union 
Street was " becoming fabulous — ^there had been a rise of 
33 per cent, since 1858". A settlement was made for 

£4,704. The suit, it was said, cost £2,000. One of 

the biggest fires Aberdeen had encountered for many 
years took place at the Gallowgate premises of Messrs. 
William Paterson & Sons, wholesale druggists. Fifty 
men of the 78th and 93rd regiments, under Captains 
Pitcaim, Savory and Campbell, with 140 of the Naval 
Reserve commanded by Captain Balfour, were present 
keeping order and aiding in extinguishing the flames. 
The damage was put down at £6,000. 

By the death at this date of Charles Kean, the 
British stage lost one of its chiefest ornaments — always 
a special favourite in Aberdeen. Young Kean — as he 
was called — was not only an honour to his profession, 
but his character from boyhood when he stood by his 
mother against his highly gifted but degenerate father 
ennobled him as a man. Marischal Street Theatre 
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had now a flash of enlightenment and genuine attraction. 
So far as my reading and experience go there never had 
been a more brilliant engagement of any combination of 
players in the North than that of the English Opera 
Company under the direction of Mr. Henri Corri. 
They had been on a travelling tour in the South with 
marked success, and their appearances here proved an 
unbroken delight. Their programme included II Trova- 
tore, The Barber ofSeviUe, La SonnambtUa, Don Giova7mi, 
Norma, Faust and The Bohemian Oirl Night after 
night during the whole visit the theatre was crowded 
with the best of our city and county families and the 
general drama-loving public. The principals in the 
company were Madame Ida Gillies and Miss Fanny 
Heywood, soprano ; Madame Emma Heywood, con- 
tralto ; Messrs. Herbert Bond and John Manly, tenors ; 
Henri Corri, baritone, and Haydn Corri, basso, with 
H. W. Pew, conductor. All were capable, well-trained 
artistes, and they sang and acted up to each other with 
a care and earnestness that resulted in high-class, 
finished performances. The success of the English 
Opera Company quite elated Manager McLein into 
speaking of a new and larger theatre. Several pens 
to3k up the subject in the newspapers, and it simmered 
slowly but hopefully for a dozen years or so when the 
desire reached fulfilment. I may add that as this para - 
graph gets form, the same crave salutes our present- 
day lessee, Mr. Robert Arthur. He is listening, having 
within reach one of the best sites in town for a hand- 
some home of the drama — namely, on Rosemount 
Viaduct, next to the fine Free South Church. People 
with poetic memories are, of course, quoting the couplet 
of Daniel Defoe about such a combination of buildings, 
but let them quote, and let us have the new theatre — 



1868] DISRAELI, PREMIER 821 

worthily conducted. This is what Daniel of Robinson 
Crusoe fame wrote : — 

Wherever God erects a house of prayer, 
The Devil always builds a chapel there. 

Lord Derby, from failing health, resigned the 



Premiership, and Mr. Benjamin Disraeli became leader 

in Parliament. He was to have a great career. ^The 

Harbour Bill closely occupied the time of our local 
rulers. Long meetings were held over it, and also con- 
cerning the Guildry affairs. Intelligence came of the 

death at Madras of Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Simp- 
son, Royal Bengal Artillery. He was a son of Mr. 
Simpson, clothier, and distinguished himself at Marischal 
College. He carried high honours in Mathematics, and 
then gained the first Indian appointment presented to the 
College by Captain Shepherd, Chairman of the East 
India Company. 

Wide and sincere sympathy was being extended to 
the noble family of Haddo House. On the morning of 
12th February, the Honourable James Henry Gordon, 
second son of the late Earl of Aberdeen, was discovered 
dead in his student room at Cambridge. Though young 
he had won position for himself in various ways, and the 
brightest predictions were made regarding his future. 
At the very time of Mr. Gordon's sudden death, his name 
was before the county as the likely successor of Captain 
Fordyce in Parliament. He was greatly beloved in 
Tarves, where he was Captain of the local volunteers. 
Able, handsome, welcome as sunshine wherever he ap- 
peared ; a splendid athlete, noted as a rifle shot, and 
famous on the Cam, he was a man to be envied. While 
taking a leading part in all University sports, his re- 
ligious feeling was ever quietly evident, and it was 
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recorded that no death had occurred for long among the 
students that created more general sorrow. Known as 
a great and favourite oarsman, it was touchingly written 
that " during the days succeeding James Gordon's sudden 
death it seemed as if the river had gone into mourning : 
not a man was to be seen on its banks, and every flag 
drooped half-mast high". The body was brought to 
Haddo House and buried in the family tomb in the 
old churchyard of Methlick. The funeral was very 
large, the whole of the tenantry and neighbours at- 
tending. 

Mr. George Jamieson, at the unanimous request of the 
St. Nicholas Board, accepted re-election to the Chair. 
Some of the members were terribly talkative, but there 
was kindly humour still amongst them, more, indeed, 
than there seems to be in like bodies nowadays. 
TVilliam (or rather "'Willie") Clark was considered a 
good deal of the " bore " species. He had been a suc- 
cessful spirit merchant on the Upper Quay — ^near to 
where the Post Office now is — then Assistant-Inspector 
of Poor of St. Nicholas Parish, and last he had obtained 
a seat beside his former masters. He strongly desired 
to be put upon the Finance Committee. 

Baillie Shirres, Convener — No, no. We are all men 
of business on that Committee, and could not put up with 
long speeches such as Mr. Clark would make (applause). 

Mr. Clark — I am no speaking machine, sir, but a 
financier. I want to look after the money, and I will do 
it (laughter). It will save me putting relevant or irre- 
levant questions. 

The Chairman — Oh ! you never put irrelevant ques- 
tions (laughter). 

Mr. Inglis — ^Yes, Mr. Clark, that's right : come and 
look after the accounts. 
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Mr. Shirres — ^And don't speak too much, as it is all 
business on my committee (laughter). 

Mr. Clark's name was, however, added to the Committee 
on the condition that he would act on the Funeratory 
Committee, whereupon he at once commenced a speech 
on that department but was declared out of order and 
stopped. Many a stiff bit of correspondence I had, when 
Inspector of Poor, with this worthy official. He was a 
terrier in trying to land paupers upon other parishes than 
his own— St. Nicholas. In that respect William Clark 
was an untiring, a valuable officer. 



CHAPTER LXVm. 

AT the beginning of March there were merry doings about 
Aboyne. They were celebrating the coming of age of the 
Marquis of Huntly, Baron Meldrum of Morven, and they 
did it right heartily. Within the village Masonic Hall, 
Mr. Wm. Mackintosh, grain merchant, presided at dinner 
over a numerous company. He was very popular and as 
good-looking a Highlander as you would have met between 
the Brig o' Potarch and Dinnet Moor. There were like 
meetings at Glentanner, Cromar and Glengairn — with 
lively speeches and stirring songs, including, I read, " some 
impromptu verses given with accustomed spirit ". Here 
is one of them : — 

still flonrish the Gordons by Bogie and Dee, 
May they live while yon river flows on to the sea 

And the Ivy and Thistle in friendship entwine : 
Glentanner, Inchmamock, Gaimside and Cromar— 
Aye fadthful in peace, ever ready in war — 
Join proudly with us shouting — Diag him wha daur — 

Our leal-hearted Marquis, the pride of our line. 

There was no better speaking than at Glengairn, where 
the greatly loved pastor of the tiniest, the daintiest wee 
kirk on bonnie Deeside, the Reverend Mr. Neil, gave the 
toast of the day in keeping with the locality thus : " The 
Baron Meldrum of Morven" in eloquent terms. If in- 
animate things join in social doings Byron's '* Morven of 
snow " must have been stirred to its utmost top. 

Following up letters relative to the necessity for a new 
theatre a meeting of influential gentlemen was held in the 

office of Mr. Alex. Emslie Smith , advocate, on the subject. 
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Ex-Provost Webster was called to the chair, and while 
he did not profess to be much addicted to the theatre he 
said he was exceedingly anxious to do anything in his 
power to promote the innocent amusement of the people 
of Aberdeen. He added that he did not know how that 
could be done more effectively than endeavouring to get 
a much better theatre than the city had at present. Mr. 
Smith submitted correspondence he had entered into 
with proprietors and lessees of other towns regarding cost 
of new theatres and conducting same. £6,000 was stated 
as the likely cost of a fitting house for Aberdeen, and the 
meeting agreed to promote a local association by means 
of shares of £1 each. A few weeks saw another meeting 
— ^Mr. Hardy Robinson, manufacturer, presiding — when a 
Joint Stock Company was resolved upon. 

The Established Church Presbytery had a field day 
over the law of Patronage. Doctor Pirie was in fine 
fighting form, upholding his overture that the abolition of 
patronage would do much to promote the cause of religion 
generally. The gist, however, ;of his proposal was to 
secure for the resident male communicants of parishes 
such a power in the election of their minister as might 
give them a deeper interest in the affairs of the Church. 
Mr. Fairweather, Nigg, seconded. Dr. Forsyth, "West 
Church, moved, seconded by Dr. Paul, Banchory-Devem'ck, 
that the overture be not sent to the General Assembly, but 
on a division Dr. Pirie's motion was carried by eight to 

four. ^An Aberdeen trial proceeding in Edinburgh 

caused more than the usual comment from the position 
of the parties concerned. A well-known advocate had 
presented a petition to Sheriff Comrie Thomson for in- 
terdict against the sale of certain bathing machines plying 
on our beach, the owner of which had got into difficulties. 
After hearing parties the Sheriff intimated that he would 
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allow an order for service but could not grant interdict 
Our agent would not accept this, withdrew his petition 
and put it in his pocket. The Sheriff demanded it back 
that an order for service might be written upon it Com- 
pliance was declined on the ground that the agent did not 
now want an order of service and left the court. There was 
a little scene : the way being not very clear. The Sheriff- 
Clerk, however, sent an order to the agent to deliver up 
the petition, but this he positively declined to do and 
thereupon he was carried off to prison and detained for 
the greater part of the day. In the action proceeding at 
Edinburgh before the Lord Justice Clerk, our agent 
maintained that the whole proceedings were incompetent 
and malicious on the part of the Sheriff and his Clerk. 
The case created a deal of talk, but the proceedings were 
somewhat intricate for a layman to follow, so I may just 
add that while the lawyer was held to have acted over 
hastily he did not take the matter much to heart and he 
is the only one of the contestants now (1903) alive ! 

Two gentlemen long and favourably known amongst 
the better-to-do of our citizens were to be no more seen : 
James Burgess, retired merchant, died on the 9th May, 
aged eighty-three, and Alexander Thomson of Banchory 
followed on the 20th of the same month in his seventieth 
year. The characteristic of Mr. Burgess might fairly 
enough be compassed in saying that he carried about 
with him a sweet cheeriness of temper, a couthieness of 
word and way that made his friendship an abiding charm. 
He was a venerated elder in the old West Church, and 
being exceedingly fond of music took a warm interest in 
the psalmody during the period I was conductor. He 
delighted to now and again have the Choir around him 
in his home, Crown Street, and the convenings there were 
indeed of the things to be remembered. The cultured 
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proprietor of the fine estate of Banchory-Devenick was 
for a time convener of Aberdeenshire, and did much 
valuable work in connection with public affairs. He had 
passed as a lawyer in Edinburgh in his earlier years, and 
was a most competent man of business — much to my 
comfort in my Inspector of Poor days. Not enjoying 
strong health, Mr. Thomson was a busy student always, 
finding his chief pleasure in his splendid library, which 
he bequeathed to Aberdeen Free Church College, having 
no family to share in its treasures. He was a liberal- 
minded adherent of the Free Church, and used to enter- 
tain the more eminent of the non-intrusion leaders. 
About the time of the Disruption — 1843 — ^the famous 
Doctor Thomas Chalmers was in the North, and one 
Sunday forenoon he, from the front of Banchory House, 
preached to a congregation of 4,000 eager listeners — in- 
cluding many worshippers from the dty. In 1859 when 
the British Association held their meeting in Aberdeen, 
H.R.H. Albert, Prince Consort, came from Balmoral as 
President of the body, and honoured the laird of Banchory 
by remaining his guest for a couple of nights. Much 
attached to his home, Mr. Thomson rests near to it in the 
quietly secluded Free Church Cemetery. 

Much disappointment was expressed by the breaking 
of Mr. Disraeli's promise to give Scotland, imder the new 
Reform Bill, ten additional members of Parliament. In 
the House of Commons debate he cut the ten down to 
seven with Aberdeen left out. Provost Nicol, Dean Jamie- 
son and Town Clerk Angus had been in London working 
night and day with Colonel Sykes to make sure of our 
second member. Their efforts had come to naught, and 
at the first Town Council meeting they spoke very half- 
heartedly as to future prospects. At this same Council 
sitting the long-wished-f or alterations on Union Terrace 
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came quietly under review — a simple suggestion proving 
the small end of the wedge which opened up the possible 
transfiguration of a comparatively mean quarter of the 
city into a big, a busy and attractive centre. In truth it 
may not be too much to affirm that the improvements 
then initiated can be classed as amongst the most im- 
portant projected and carried to fulfilment during the 
closing half of the nineteenth century. This is how it 
came about : Councillor James Matthews, architect, in 
alluding to Union Terrace, suggested that it might be 
" desirable to consider whether the Denbum should not 
be covered up and the whole of Union Terrace turned 
into a pleasure ground for the people *\ Provost Nicol 
said that this was his own idea of the proposed improve- 
ment — " to have a pleasant little park ". Here then was 
the seed sown for the harvest of labour which was, as 
time went on, to bring round the wondrous change upon 
Union Terrace, the Schoolhill, Denbumside, Skene 
Terrace, Spa Street and its historic well — a change 
which was to give us the spacious, the valuable area of 
buildings and street combinations now forming Rosemount 
Viaduct and surroundings. In connection with this move- 
ment Dean George Jamieson urged the necessity of 
widening Union Bridge, holding that at its widest the 
structure was much too narrow. This text has been 
frequently preached from, but without any practical 
application, and to-day (November, 1903), through the 
running of the busy tramcars, the narrowness complained 
of thirty-five years byegone is steadily growing, or let 
me say, contracting. 



CHAPTER LXIX. 

Mr. William McCombie of Tillyfour was industriously 
feeling his way aided by many good friends towards the 
representation of the county. He came forward as a 
tenant-farmer, and could, tiierefore, count upon the loyal 
support from a numerous section of that body of the 
electors. But our Alford neighbour was otherwise very 
conspicuous at this time. He could boast as high an 
honour as any commoner ever received from Royalty, 
Her Majesty having on a pleasant sunny day in June — 
the 11th thereof— driven all the way from her Highland 
Castle to Mr. McCombie's farm home for the sole purpose 
of inspecting his famous herds of pure polled cattle. This 
was, indeed, a feather in the great breeder's cap, and 
everybody admitted it had been worthily won. The 
stock were all collected in the close neighbourhood of the 
main farm, and the Queen had the gratification of looking 
upon some 300 of the finest animals to be seen over all 
braid Scotland. Her Majesty was then pleased to adjourn 
to the dwelling-house, where she was received by Mrs. 
Patrick Auld, the widowed sister of Mr. McCombie, and 
shown the valuable array of gold and silver prizes gained 
in competition near and far. After a visit lasting an hour 
Her Majesty, who was accompanied by the Dowager- 
Duchess of Atholl and Miss Macgregor, started for 
Balmoral. She expressed herself much interested and 
delighted with all she had seen. 

"W^ith July came the Wapinschaw and fairly good 

weather was experienced throughout. There was a great 
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gathering of spectators, the Review being revived. A total 
of 2,740 men were under arms, including the Aberdeen 
Highland Militia, the Artillery and the Kincardineshire 
Rifles. There were two Brigades, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pitcaim commanding the 1st, Lieutenant Mclnroy the 
2nd. General Lindsay acted as Reviewing Officer. The 
highest place for combined drill and shooting was carried 
by the sixth 1st A.K.V. company— Captain Simpson, 
Fyvie, coming in first for shooting alone. Amongst those 
taking part in the presentation of prizes ceremony were 
the Earl of Kintore, Lord-Lieutenant of the County ; Sir 
James Burnett, Lord-Lieutenant of Kincardineshire ; Lord 
Provost Nicol, several of the magistrates, and a number 
of ladies. On one of the evenings Lord Kintore enter- 
tained General Lindsay and the staff officers to dinner 
in the Royal Hotel. Some sixty guests were present and 
His Lordship had as chief croupier Captain Crane, adjutant 
of the local volunteers. With the exception of this last- 
named gentleman, all the others just mentioned have, it 
strikes me, passed away. The Captain — now Major 
Henry A. Crane, Elmfield— -elected to make his home 
with us by marrying into one of our leading families, and 
continues taking an active part in matters tending to the 
comfort of his poorer neighbours. Moreover, the young 
English adjutant made himself, I remember well, an 
early favourite on the Links by his fine seat in the saddle. 
The "Wapinschaw was an encouraging success, and while 
duty engrossed the volunteers during the day, Mr. McLein 
provided evening amusement at the theatre with a small 
scratch company playing light domestic pieces and bur- 
lesques. ^A week or two after the Wapinschaw several 

of the officers of the Depdt Battalion appeared on the 
Marischal Street boards in Sterling Coyne's neatly written 
comedy Nothing Venture Nothing Win^ and an extrava- 
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ganza on Macbeth. Amongst the soldier players were 
Captains L. Hay, Nightingale, Forbes, J. C. Hay and 
Savory. They were ably assisted by Miss Fanny Addison, 
a clever London actress. 

Town, Gown and County were under the new Reform 
Bill up and stirring in grooves, political. Colonel Sykes 
was to bid again for his city seat ; there was to be a keen 
contest between the Rt. Hon. James Moncreiff and Lord 
Advocate Edward S. Gordon for the representation 
of the Universities of Glasgow and Aberdeen. Captain 
Fordyce's position in the Eastern half of the now divided 
county was safe, and Mr. "William McCombie was by this 
time pretty easy about West Aberdeenshire. 

At an early meeting of the Harbour Commissioners 
Provost Nicol had the satisfaction of reporting favourably 
anent their Bill then in Parliament. He believed that the 
Commissioners were in a better position then than they 
ever were before, alike as to rights over the Dee and its 
banks, as also their standing with the proprietors of the 
salmon fishings. He hoped they would be able to have 
a public walk along the north bank of the river, and to 
lay it out in such a manner as would afford much pleasure 
to the citizens. He had good hopes too that if a strong 
desire were manifested a substantial bridge across to 
Torry would be secured. The diversion of the river and 
the reclamation of the ground must also receive every 
attention. 

There may possibly be a few individuals going over 
these pages who retain sympathetic memories of the 
sad catastrophe which occurred at this time near the 
attractive but tempting Linn of Dee. Mr. Milne, 
merchant, Old Deer, with his wife and their three sons, 
aged respectively twenty-five, nineteen and seventeen 
years, started for a brief holiday on Upper 
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From Ballater they were to drive onwards, but the 
father and mother feeling tired quitted the machine at 
beautiful Corriemulzie falls while the sons held on to 
their destined journey end. Arrived there the spirited 
young fellows dared and accomplished the dangerous 
feat of leaping from rock to rock and — more trying still 
— back again across the deep, narrow channel, immedi- 
ately below the bridge. Pool Buie is near at hand, with 
the water ten or twelve feet in depth, and here John, the 
second lad — serving as a clerk in Aberdeen — determined 
to bathe. The elder brother George — ^assistant in a 
London firm — was much against this but could not prevent 
the resolve. John stripped and dived ; he was an expert 
swimmer, but in coming up he struck, it was supposed, 
his head on a sharp projecting rock and became stunned 
by the contact. George instantly saw the danger, cast 
his coat and was in the Pool. They died, it was con- 
jectured, in each other's arms. The younger brother did 
what he could in the terrible circumstances, but in vain, 
and when in an hour after Doctor Marshall arrived from 
Braemar all was over. It were needless to say a single 
word regarding the feelings of the bereaved parents and 
the son left to them save that they had the deepest 
sympathy of the entire North of Scotland, indeed the 

whole country. Rowing was again in much vogue 

and an interesting Regatta drew a large concourse of 
spectators to the Dee. The afternoon practisings of the 
clubs had been popular, and no fewer than eighteen 
boats were entered to contend for prizes. Lord Provost 
Nicol was Patron, Sheriff Comrie Thomson, Com- 
modore ; Mr. Robert Duthie, President. The officers 
of the Barracks — ever welcome at all public events — 
attended, and allowed the regimental band to discourse 
music on the grand stand. The chief interest centred 
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in the six-oared rowlock boat race — won by the 
Vindex — and the four-oared out-rigger contest. This 
latter was won by a pretty boat the Mone^ of which 
Edmund Geering, photographer, was stroke. This 
young and active Englishman had but recently come to 
town to join the staff of George Washington "Wilson, and 
was doing much to popularise the river sport. He was 
an oarsman to look at and admire. ^The Aberdeen- 
shire Cricket Club went to Aboyne and played a Dee- 
side eleven on the beautiful green — ^the glory of the 
village. There were good men on both sides, but time 
prevented the match being finished. The principal 
scorers of the town team were C. D. Forbes 19, and not 
out 51 ; J. Foote Lumsden 16 and 5. Deeside eleven, 
W. L. Davidson 18 ; Dtmcan Davidson 21 ; and Captain. 

Hay 15. Perth then encountered, and fell before, our 

folks, the scores standing — ^Aberdeen 81 and 62 ; op- 
ponents 51 and 35. ^The tables were turned when the 

Chanonry House lads came over and faced the Aberdeen- 
shire at Holbum ground — ^this being the result : New 
Town Club 100, Old Town Invaders 101, with several 
wickets to fall. 



CHAPTER LXX. 

The Highland and Agricultural Show was held on the 
Links under most favourable circumstances. The cattle 
numbered 373, the horses 139, the sheep 632, while the 
total entries of stock and implements reached 2,839, 
The money prizes amounted to £1,600, and the gate 
drawings to £1,576. The Duke of Bucdeuch presided 
at the dinner and the ball was attended by over 300 
ladies and gentlemen of the city and visitors. 

Two deaths have to be here noticed — ^those of Doctor 
Robert Madure, Professor of Humanity in our Univer- 
sity, and the Reverend Robert A. Gray, erstwhile teacher 
of Mathematics. The appointment of the Professor in 
1852 aroused much clamour, and is dealt with under 
that date. The whole North of Scotland were in favour 
of the well-tried Rector of the local Grammar School 
getting the post, but political influence prevailed, and 
good, learned James Melvin was passed over. I do not 
know that Professor Maclure ever became popular, but 
he made himself most estimable. He became distin- 
guished for unfailing courtesy, and his refinement of 
manner was a lesson of itself. He died at the age of 

sixty-two. Robert Gray taught for twenty years in 

the Town's Mathematical School with marked success. 
I, with three other workers from the bench, contrived 
to join his class one season, and we greatly appreciated, 
and I am sure profited, by his attention. Some of the 
regular pupils were very high spirited and rather given 

to fun and freak, but to us who had to make the most 
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of our time, they were ever courteous and helpful. 
They used to speak of us as ''fellows pulling up". 
Heaven knows we had need. Mr. Gray was a gentle- 
man of high attainments and varied accomplishments, 
but very quick in temper. He delighted in part-singing, 
composed a very pleasant psalm time — Airlie — and 
played the violin, while like many other clever men of 
the older race of teachers he referred frequently and 
fondly to a favourite snuff-box. He died at Drumlithie, 
having reached, I should think, something over the three 

score. Oldmachar Cathedral was after being fifteen 

months in the hands of architects and workmen seen 
in its ''restored'' condition. There had been, as my 
readers know, a good deal of wrangling between mem- 
bers of the Kirk Session, the landed proprietors, and 
lesser heritors as to meeting the cost of the improve- 
ments, but the ancient historic building now presented, 
on the whole, so comely an appearance and particularly 
the roof — that the tiffs of temper and enforced expansion 

of purses were soon forgotten. Gilcomston New Free 

Church, Union Street, was opened at this date. It cost 
in round figures £6,000, but a steeple had yet to be pro* 
vided. Dr. McGillivray was, however, not a man to be 

daunted by difficulties. New Saint Mary's Episcopal 

Church, Ellon, reached completion, and a bazaar was 
held in Aberdeen Music Hall buildings in aid of the 
funds. "With this a concert of a superior class took 
place and attracted some special attention from the 
society standing of the principal performers. Miss 
Suther, the popular and ever blithesome daughter of 
the Bishop of Aberdeen, joined Major Duff, already 
named more than once, in duets ; Mrs. Williamson 
{n4e Miss Jenny Lyall), our most accomplished lady 
vocalist, gave the grand scene Casta Diva from Norma ; 
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and two pianoforte solos were effectively contributed 
by gentlemen — ^the Reverend W. Forbes Capel, and Mr. 
A. Charles Pirie, the now (1903) proprietor of stately 
Dnnecht. 

Inviting weather favoured the Braemar Gathering 
which was held in front of tenantless, romantic old Mar 
Castle. The Prince and Princess of Wales were present 
with other members of the Court and quite a crowd of 
city and tourist spectators. The Fife and Farquharson 
men turned out under their chiefs, and the games went 
on with customary spirit. The McHardys distinguished 
themselves in the feats confined to the natives proper, 
but in the open-to-all-comers contests, Donald Dinnie, 
the Aboyne mason lad, remained a troublesome thorn in 
the sides of the clansmen. He carried the firsts for 
heavy hammer ; putting the stone ; tossing the caber ; 
running high leap ; long leap ; standing high leap. A 
Tarland young man — John Cumming — ^was awarded chief 
honours in the Strathspey and Sword dances. He per- 
formed neatly, fleetly, and didn't look at his toes, the 

weakness in so many professionals. ^There was an 

unusually large turn out of Infirmary managers present 
at the election of Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Hospital 
vacant through the resignation of Dr. J. R. "Wolfe who 
removed to Glasgow. The position was to be strongly 
contested and much interest was manifested in the likely 
result, for the two young and well-matched candidates 
in the field — Dr. Alexander Ogston and Dr. Dyce David- 
son — could both command influential Established and 
Free Church support. Their fathers were respected 
elders in the separate bodies. The declaration of the 
voting was thus : Ogston 70, Dyce Davidson 52. 

Old Walter Duthie, Writer to the Signet, Edinburgh, 
died at this date, and though little has been publicly said 
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about him, yet he well deserves remembrance by Aber- 

donians, for to his industry and uprightness they owe 

" the best flower in their garden ". It is mainly through 

his means our broad and beautiful Duthie Park exists. 

Walter Duthie, the son of a local lawyer, was bom in 

Aberdeen in 1790. He went early to Edinburgh and 

made it his home — coming yearly, however, to his native 

city and worshipping regularly in the old \0^est Church. 

I can see him yet sitting in the '' front breist *' left hand 

side of the pulpit sedately interested in the choir down 

below. Perhaps he enjoyed the doings there best. He 

conducted for long the legal business of the Aberdeen 

Family. The ageing gentleman, I remember him well, 

was fondly attached to his nephew Alexander Duthie, 

advocate here and connected in their most prosperous 

days with the firm of Adam & Anderson. This merry, 

dapper gentleman lived in residence with his sisters 

many, many years in the then one important private 

dwelling-house right hand side of Maberley Street almost 

overlooking Broadf ord Works. It was a hospitable abode, 

for the lady donor of our finest recreation field — Miss 

Elizabeth Duthie — was a keen whister and liked old 

friends around her, particularly those who were not 

touchy proficients at the game. There were, however, 

at intervals, other timely enjoyments in which all could 

cheerfully partake. Kr. Walter Duthie, whose decease 

we are recording, had reached his seventy-eighth year. 

He was never married. ^The death of another, and, 

from constant residence, better-known gentleman, has to 

be noted — William Walker, founder of the long-established 

firm of his name, tea merchant. Union Street. His life 

was full of Christian goodness, and he left a family 

several of whom have brought no little credit to their 

native city. [Just to-day — 13th February, 1903 — as I 

22 



838 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1868 

write these words, Aberdeen Town Council and the 
other public Boards, with a long line of the leading 
citizens, are paying tribute to the worth of the eldest son, 
Alexander Walker, LL.D., ex-Dean of Guild, by following 
his remains from the old West Church to Allenvale 
Cemetery. This gentleman, who was close on the four- 
score, is universally mourned, alike for generosity of 
heart and his recognised literary achievements.] 

Captain Campbell, dock master, died in his fifty- 
second year : he was succeeded by Captain John WilleL 

Lieutenant John Swanson, of the Edinburgh Police, 

was appointed Superintendent of the Aberdeen city force 
at a yearly salary of £250. He was a first-rate police- 
man but had too many companions. 



J 
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The Infirmary au le University occupied considerable 
attention now. Dr. Archibald Reith, formerly mentioned, 
had become a convert to the healing virtues of homoeo- 
pathy, and was practising it upon his Hospital patients. 
The other members of the Medical Staff were loyal 
allopathists, and, in plain terms, accounted the homceo- 
pathic system quackery. Dr. Alexander Harvey and 
Dr. James Smith — ^better known at a later date as 
Professor Smith-Shand — addressed] a strong letter to 
their colleague. Dr. Reith, on the unprofessional course 
he was following : he replied haughtily, and a long 
correspondence ensued. The Committee of Management 
were at variance on the question, and requested the 
opinion of the consulting physicians, Drs. Dyce and 
Kilgour. These gentlemen replied that if the practice 
of homoeopathy was permitted there could be no har- 
monious co-operation or such a thing as joint consultation 
on cases however obscure or dangerous. More corre- 
spondence and debate — not a few people' thinking that 
Mr. Lumsden of Balmedie hit the nail pretty forcibly 
when he bluffly said that as a manager of the Infirmary 
he held himself, like the others, responsible for the patients 
coming to the institution getting the best treatment they 
could command, and as he would not permit homoeopathic 
treatment in his own house, so he would not be a party 
to its being practised in the Hospital. The controversy 
went on, but at the quarterly Court for the re-election of 

the various officials it came to finality through the reading 
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of a letter signed by all the medical and surgical staff 
(save Dr. Reith) stating that while they had no right or 
desire to dictate in regard to the choice of any of the 
medical officers, yet "they begged to acquaint the 
managers that it would not be honest in us to remain 
connected with an institution in which homoeopathy is 
recognised. Therefore, in that event, and in the event 
of our own re-election, there would be but one course 
open to us — namely, that of resignation." The letter 
bore the signatures thus : Ro. Dyce ; Al. Kilgour ; Wm. 
Keith ; William Pirrie ; David Kerr ; David Fiddes ; 
Alex. Harvey ; J. W. F. Smith ; Alex. Ogston. Provost 
Nicol, immediately on my concluding the reading, as 
Clerk, of these names, in a few calm and tending to peace 
remarks said that after the opinion thus given he for one 
was bound to acquiesce in it, and moved accordingly. 
A long debate followed, taken part in by, amongst others, 
BaiUie Hugh Ross ; Mr. John Webster ; Mr. Neil Smith ; 
Reverend Dr. Pirie ; Principal Campbell ; Major Innes ; 
Mr. Francis Edmond ; Sheriff Comrie Thomson and Mr. 
William Bruce (one of the working-men representatives — 
a capital speaker). The medical and surgical staff were, 
thereafter, with the exception of Dr. Reith, re-elected, 
and the Clerk instructed to advertise the vacancy thus 
existing. While the general out-of-doors feeling favoured 
this finding, there was, undoubtedly, sincere regret at 
the loss of so qualified a physician as Dr. Reith. 

At the University there was some anxiety as to who 
would be the coming occupant of the Humanity Chair. 
Mr. John Black was thought to have the burden of influ- 
ence, but Dr. James Donaldson, Edinburgh, Mr. Barker 
of the Gymnasiun, Old Aberdeen, and the Reverend 
William Barrack — ^who had recently left our Grammar 
School for the Rectorship of Dollar Academy — ^were 
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favourably spoken of. Mr. Black was duly appointed. 

Baillie Alexander Henderson, of whom something 

has been already said, had been in a weakly state of 
health for some time and his death was now announced. 
He was reckoned a clever lawyer, and had a seat at 
several of the Public Boards. His word was frequently 
well heard, but he had a kindly way with him. 

Our local Parliamentary elections now came on and 
occupied a half-hearted sort of attention. They wanted 
the healthy element of opposition. Colonel Sykes was 
proposed by Dean of Guild Jamieson, and seconded 
by an intelligent mason (and help-yourself-at-the-plate 
elder who suddenly disappeared from town). There 
was a large crowd in Castle Street but the proceedings 
were uninteresting. Two days later the scene was 
changed. The "West Aberdeenshire newly enfranchised 
men had to put in their appearance, and this they did 
mth a will. James Clark, bookseller, had issued a 
rambling address in opposition to Mr. McCombie, but 
he was not taken seriously and wisely withdrew. Tilly- 
four had a brave following. They assembled at the 
Douglas Hotel, Market Street, some 300 of them, well-to- 
do agriculturists for the most part, and accompanied 
their worthy tenant-farmer candidate to the hustings. 
Tliere was again a great gathering of onlookers. There 
was also flying about some amusing but quite innocent 
election literature. The best of it took what may be 
called biblical form — ^the apocryphal book of Ecclesias- 
ticus being laid under contribution thus. The enemy 
said : — 

" How can he get wisdom that holdeth the plough : 
and that glorieth in the goad ; that draweth oxen, and 
is occupied in their labours, and whose talk is of bul- 
locks? 



342 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1868 



" He giveth his mind to make furrows, and is diligent 
to give the kine fodder. 

*' He shall not be sought for in public council, nor sit 
high in the congregation." 

This the tillers of the soil patly answered from Pro- 
verbs xxii. 29 : — 

" Seest thou a man diligent in his business ? be shall 
stand before Kings ; he shall not stand before mean 



men." 



Adding, with emphasis, from Deut. xxviii. 7 : — 
''Blessed shall be the fruit of thy cattle. The Lord 
shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be 
smitten before thy face ; they shall come out against thee 
one way and shall flee before thee seven ways." 

Mr. Ja mes W. Barclay, speaking confidently with the 
air of a victor, nominated Mr. McCombie, and Mr. 
Sylvester Campbell, KineUar, a well-known tenant- 
farmer, seconded. There was no opposition. The new 
member of Parliament then stepped to the front of the 
hustings and began to thank his friends. In doing this 
he read from a paper, and to the spectators in front he 
seemed to go on his knees. In lightsome mood I pen- 
sketched him in this attitude for the Banffshire Journal. 
The result was ai visit from the M.P. complaining of my 
folly. I asked him to point out an ill-natured line in my 
sketch, but he couldn't, only he said he did not like to be 
laughed at — particularly as we had ever been good 
friends. The breeze blew by : 'twas a case of not seeing 
eye to eye in a harmless bit of — let us say — attempted 

humour. East Aberdeenshire followed in due order — 

Mr. Dingwall Fordyce, the sitting member, meeting no 
foe. He was proposed by Mr. Grant-Duff, M.P., and 
seconded by Mr. Marr, tenant-farmer, Uppermill, Tarves. 
^The contest for the representation of the combined 
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Universities of Glasgow and Aberdeen showed this re- 
sult : Lord Advocate Gordon, 2,020 ; the Rt. Hon. James 

Moncreiff , 2,067, ^Mr. James Dyce Nicol was returned 

unopposed for Kincardineshire. 

The Reverend Calder Macphail, Free East Church, had 
received a call from Pilrig congregation, Edinburgh. Not 
much seemed to be known about the body, and our towns- 
man took good time to consider the position of matters. 
The movement looked like hanging fire, but now at a 
meeting of Aberdeen Free Presbytery a deputation from 
Edinburgh appeared, and after pleadings on both sides 
Mr. Macphail threw in his lot with Pilrig. The Free East 
people regretted this determination, for their minister was 
very popular with them. He was a considerate, generous 
friend — an earnest, instructive preacher, and ever stood 
high in the estimation of the Free College divinity students, 
a number of whom attended his ministrations — a com- 
pliment to be envied. 



CHAPTER LXXII. 

Looming changes in the Town Cotincil now engaged 
unwonted attention. Party spirit, its hopes and ambitions, 
was moving members and electors, and some round 
dozen names were before the citizens through newspaper 
advertisement. I don*t remember ever seeing so many 
personal addresses all in a row before. The nomination 
speeches with accompanying heckling bouts occupied 
column after column of the newspapers. For the First 
Municipal Ward there stood forward — ^Messrs. Robert 
Williams, cooper ; James MacKenzie, baker ; John 
Harper, wire manufacturer. For the Second Ward : 
Messrs. Robert Urquhart ; William Daniel, builder ; while 
the Third Ward could boast no fewer than six candidates, 
to wit : BaiUies John Fraser, George Donald and William 
Shirres ; with Messrs. James W. Barclay, merchant ; 
George Grant, advocate, and Lachlan McKinnon, iron- 
founder. The questions upon which these gentlemen had 
to undergo examination were important and much in the 
public mind — ^the Harbour improvements ; the proposed 
Bridge to Torry in a line with Market Street ; the payment 
of the Guildry big bill expenses ; purchase of Torry Farm, 
with incidental offshoots from these projects. As I shall 
print the Town Council when fully constituted it need 
only be said here that the Third Ward voting excited 
great interest, an interest that steadily held possession till 

the Maiden Council meeting, when it found expression in 
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heated wrangling over the Bench appointments. John 
Sangster had been Fourth Baillie for a couple of years, 
and the Nicol party desired that he should be elevated to 
the vacant place of Baillie Donald and bear the second 
magisterial chain. The Leslie section, on the other hand 
(with doubtless the Provostship of November, 1869, in 
view — ^there were far-seeing heads amongst them), this 
section were bent upon placing Councillor Robert 
Urquhart in that seat, and they succeeded in their aim. 
There was a deal of inside Council temper displayed in 
the encounter, and not a little outside sympathy followed. 
Baillie Sangster, holding that he had been deprived of 
his legitimate status declined re-election, and took the 
opinion of the Solicitor-General on the point. The opinion 
came before the Council, but matters did not go further — 
legally. John Sangster was greatly respected, and had 
given, and continued to give, general satisfaction on the 
bench. Two names were put forward for the post of 
Shoremaster — ^those of Mr. 'Williams and Mr. Barclay ; 
but the former gentleman evinced no desire to divide the 
Council and willingly withdrew. 'Twas like him : always 
kindly and contented. I cannot write of Robert 'Williams 
without taking a side glance at the newspapers of the 
day — February, 1903 — and reading with some pride of his 
nephew and namesake who is, through native pluck and 
enterprise, so prominently before the British public in 
connection with after the war mining and railway affairs 
in South Africa. But we may hear about this Robert 
Williams further on. Meanwhile let us back to our old 
Council Chamber. The business din being finished, the 
Provost expressed the hope that every shade of asperity 
would be allowed to disappear so that the public work of 
the city might proceed harmoniously, and he indicated a 
walking in that way by inviting the members of the 
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Council to accompany him to the old West Church on 
Sunday and hear a sermon from a candidate for the office 
of assistant to Dr. Forsyth. That assistant, it so came 
about, was destined to be much in the knowledge of the 
citizens as time sped and speeds along. The Reverend 
Henry Cowan, M.A., came from Park Church, Glasgow, 
with the highest academic record. He had carried every- 
thing open to him in the Arts classes at Edinburgh, and 
his recommendation from Professor Charteris bore — "He 
is one of the most accomplished men, one of the humblest 
and devoted ministers, I ever knew. As a student he was 
the foremost man of his year.'' 'Twas a good day for 
Aberdeen when the now Professor of Divinity and Church 
History in our University made his first appearance in the 
old West Church at the kirkin' of the Town Council, 6th 
December, 1868. 

To the long list of conspicuous citizens whose deaths 
had occurred within the year I have in closing to add 
that of Mr. Thomas Todd, of Maryculter House, one of 
the principal partners in the firm of Messrs. Alexander 
Hadden & Sons, manufacturers. Green. He was a 
gentleman of culture alike in the walks of literature and 
art, a fact which imparted to his public appearances, as 
well as his private conversation, a pleasant feeling of 
refinement. Mr. Todd took a very helpful interest in 
dty affairs. He had been bred a barrister-at-law in the 
English courts, and was an excellent man of business . As 
already noticed, he came forward in 1857 for the repre- 
sentation of the town, but not being very well known 
retired at an early stage from the field. The deceased 
gentleman was a son-in-law of Mr. Gavin Hadden, Lord 
Provost of Aberdeen for more than one term from 1825. 
He had reached his sixty-fourth year. 
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ABERDEEN TOWN COUNCIL^ DECEMBER, 1868. 
Lord Provost — ^Alexander Nicol, Shipowner. 

BoUUm. 



John Eraser, Bootmaker. 
John Sangster, Druggist 



William Henderson, Architect 
Robert Urqnhart, Merchant 

Office Bearers. 
Dean of Guild — George Jamieson, Merchant 
CUy 2V0a«ttrer— William Lumsden, Merchant 
Master of 8horeu)orks— James W. Barclay, Merchant 
Mast^ of Kirk and Bridge TTorAu— William Daniel, Boilder. 
Master of Mortiftcations-^Kn^ Ross, Merchant 
Master of GuUd Brethren's Hospital — T^chlan McKinnon, Ironionnder. 



George Robb, Merchant 
William Leslie, Architect 
Alexander Ingjis, Merchant 
James Matthews, Architect 



Councillors. 

James Ross, Draper, 
Charles PUyfair, Gnnmaker. 
John Harper, Merchant 
Robert Williams, Cooper. 



Wc had been well supplied with amusements during 
recent months. The best of the then Christy Minstrel 
Troupes — ^that engineered by Wilsom and Bernard — ^had 
received a command to perform at Balmoral Castle 
before the Court, and having a spare night after, they 
repeated their programme to an immense audience in our 

Music Hall. Charles Dillon, a splendid actor and 

Henry Talbot, tragedian with high aims, had been at 
Marischal Street Theatre, where also had appeared with 
great favour the Garrison Amateurs. They played the 
comedy She Would and She Wouldn't, in which nine of 
the Highland dep6t officers took part. Several of the 
names have still a familiar ring— Major Duff, staff ; 
Captain Savory, 78th ; Captain Dashwood, 92nd ; Lieu- 
tenant Pitt Taylor, 78th ; the latter a very lively soldier. 
He married a daughter of Sir James Burnett of Crathes. 

^The then special draw of the London Music Halls — 

Alfred G. Vance — ^the "Great Vance," gave us a look 
round with a star company, and had a full house. 
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There is mention made on a previous page that, en- 
couraged by Her Majesty's Commissioners in Lunacy 
to provide healthy entertainment for the patients at 
Elmhill House and the Asylum, a few of the officials 
who had a turn that way entered into the spirit of the 
thing. This winter we tried the same again with 
success. 



CHAPTER LXXIII. 

Parliament was busily preparing for work. The General 
Election of the past month having placed the Liberal 
party in power, Her Majesty the Queen, on the re- 
commendation of Mr. Disraeli, sent for Mr. Gladstone 
to form a Ministry, and this he succeeded in doing. He 
made Lord Hatherley, his Lord Chancellor, and Mr. 
Robert Lowe, Chancellor of the Exchequer . 

Local public business began by a meeting of the 
managers of the Royal Infirmary to fill the vacancy in 
the medical staff caused by the recent non-election of 
Dr. Archibald Reith. The Hospital Hall was crowded, 
over a hundred gentlemen being present There had 
been three candidates : Dr. Robert Beveridge, Dr. Angus 
Eraser and Dr. Alexander Duncan, but the last-named 
withdrew by letter read at the meeting. The interest in 
the contest was something more than keen ; it was acute 
to a degree, hence the unusual attendance of members of 
the Corporation. There had been no such stir in the 
exercise of patronage since the appointment of Mr. Lach- 
lan McKinnon as factor in 1856. It was known there 
would be a very close heat for the post, and Mr. David R. 
Morice, advocate, with Mr. Neil Smith were appointed to 
aid and succour me in taking the votes. We worked 
with circumspection, and the recording of the names 
occupied a considerable time, during which there was 
much animated anxiety manifested in the meeting. The 
voting kept so evenly balanced that the Court, generally, 

did not know which of the candidates was leading. The 
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result, as anticipated, was close : Dr. Beveridge, S3 ; Dr. 
Eraser, 51. Two or three, it was stated, of the Eraser 
side were unable to be present, but of course he was sure 
of the next opening, and everybody was pleased. Dr. 
Beveridge became a favourite in the Hospital, especially 
with the students, all of whom, I think it may be said, 
were loud in praise of his powers as a teacher. He had 
a wonderful memory, with an apt command of effective 
language. I venture these by-the-way remarks because 
'* Robbie " was something of a character. He possessed 
pleasant companionable qualities, and I used to know 
him well. Rather insignificant to look at, there was a 
mental alertness in his conversation as he glanced at you 
over his spectacles that ever secured close attention. 

Twenty-five aspirants for Police Commission honours 
came forward, several of them being old and tried hands. 
At the election nineteen of the number got seats in one or 
other of the Nine "Wards, and we shall likely hear of 
some of them as business proceeds. There was, of course, 
a profusion of speaking at the nominations, but I may 
limit my reference to one of the candidates who then 
made his first appearance in public life and has been 
almost continuously in harness ever since : James Walker, 
who stood and was returned for the Ninth Ward. A 
grocer in a comparatively small yet steadily increasing 
way in College Street, he was little known save to his 
humbler neighbours, but the simple straightforwardness 
of his short unpretentious speech now paved the path well 
for fuller knowledge. Introduced by James W. Barclay, 
Mr. Walker said : " He had no past services to fall back 
upon, nor could he say that he would be able to devote 
his whole time to the interests of the electors, but if they 
had confidence in him he would cheerfully give what 
time he could spare to the duties of the Police Board "• 
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His word was accepted, and the city can bear witness to 
the fulness, the faithfulness of how it has been kept. 
The Aboyne-bred lad has never gone back upon his life's 
progress since that day, and just on the night (13th 
February, 1903), previous to this page being written, 
James Walker inaugurated his rule as Lord Provost of 
Aberdeen by entertaining at dinner in the Town and 
County Hall a company of one hundred and seventy 
leading gentlemen of the City and Shire. 

Doctor Edward "Woodford, one of Her Majesty's 
Inspectors of Schools well known in the North, died at 
Edinburgh, aged 59. In his younger days he began 
teaching in a hall of the Aberdeen Hotel, the building 
standing next Union Bridge and now occupied by Play- 
fair &: Co. and other tenants. He took much interest in 
educational matters, and gave evidence before the Royal 
Commissioners who sat in Aberdeen over the College 
Fusion question in 1857. He was privately cross-examined 

regarding some of his statements. Dr. Robert Dyce, 

Professor of Midwifery in our University, died at Edin- 
burgh in his seventieth year. He was a native of Aber- 
deen, and after filling several military appointments re- 
turned home and became one of the Infirmary Physicians. 
He was exceedingly precise and gentlemanly in manner, 
and, personally, I have kindly remembrances of his ways, 
having been under his care for a space in the Hospital 
during an epidemic of fever in the early forties. Fever 
and small-pox were treated in the same wards in those 
days, and I long had an odd feeling about some of my 

near bed neighbours. ^Doctor Andrew Inglis, Exlin- 

burgh, obtained the vacant Chair of Midwifery. The 
other candidates were Doctors Will, Coutts, Christie, 

Dyce, Brown and Rainy. During the closing nights 

of January, Sheriff Comrie Thomson lectured in the 
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Mechanics Hall on "Proverbs and Proverbial Literature ". 
Doctor George Macdonald, poet and novelist, spoke in 
Free Gilcomston Church on "Milton, his life and 
works ". 

Tony Farm and a bridge over the Dee became the 
prevailing municipal topics. The farm, it was remem- 
bered with some feeling of regret, might possibly have 
been acquired in Provost Webster's time for a compara- 
tively small sum, and it may be recollected that Mr. 
George Milne of Kinaldie, and Sir Alexander Anderson, 
the proprietors, had quite recently offered it for £28,000. 
The figures spoken of now were different The pur- 
chase project was raised anew at the current Town 
Council meeting when J. W, Barclay moved the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to enter into negotiations with the 
owners, as also to obtain information relative to the pro- 
posed bridge. He said he brought this motion forward 
in deference to the wishes of the public whose feeling on 
the subject had been indicated in the results of the recent 
Ward elections. There was, of course, a gentle touch 
of the Party of Progress power in this allusion. Provost 
Nicol stated that he did not intend offering any opposi- 
tion to the motion, which passed unanimously, and Mr. 
Barclay proceeded to name his Committee thus : Him- 
self, the Provost, Baillies Urquhart and Fraser, James 
Matthews and John Harper — ^whereupon Dean Jamieson, 
promptly — " Oh, but I should like to be upon that Com- 
mittee'*. Mr. Barclay, directly, ''From what has 
occurred in my experience, I think it is for the public 
advantage. Dean, that we should be on separate Com- 
mittees ". The subject dropped, but the incident showed 
how the wind blew. 

An organisation of working men destined to come 
very prominently into public view as time rolled on was 
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now formed. This was the Trades Council of to-day. 
They held their first annual election of office-bearers in 
the Town's School, Belmont Street, and made the follow- 
ing appointments : President, Alexander Kidd, mason ; 
Vice - President, William Paterson, tailor ; Treasurer, 
Robert Gibb, plasterer ; Secretary, Alexander Rennie, 
slater ; Assistant Secretary, Charles Wisely, joiner ; 
Auditors, Messrs. Jessiman, joiner, and Charles, black- 
smith. The newly constituted Council at once took up 
consideration of the questions agitating our more ancient 
civic guides and rulers, the purchase of Torry Farm 
and the desired bridge over the Dee. They resolved 
upon a Committee to observe and report on these pro- 
posals, and as is known to all who read as they run the 
Trades Council have kept a keen eye upon most public 
movements since their formation. From an occasional 
dozen-line paragraph the doings of the body are now 
(1903) recognised in detailed columns of the daily news- 
papers, a fact that, in its way, goes to the making of 

history. An enlightening local paragraph at this date 

(1869) showed how successfully Aberdeen was competing 
even with London in the preserved provision business. 
The quantity of the table food produced annually by our 
townsmen, Messrs. John Moir &: Sons, Limited, had 
reached upwards of 2,500,000 pounds in weight. What 
the output may have been during the South African war 
just concluded it might be difficult to determine, but to- 
day (Shrove Tuesday, 1903), the Chairman of the same 
Company at the current meeting in London told his 
fellow shareholders that while they were to get a year's 
dividend of 10 per cent, with a bonus of half that amount, 
they were able to place £1,500 and £3,000 respectively 
to the Sinking and Reserve Funds. 

23 



CHAPTER LXXIV. 

Doctor James Kyle, the yenerable Roman Catholic 
Vicar-Apostolic of the Northern district of Scotland, died 
at Preshome, near Buckie, in his eighty-first year. He 
was succeeded in his high office by the Right Reverend 
John Macdonald, a very tall and handsome gentleman of 
retiring habits, but who won much respect amongst the 

circle of citizens — all sects — ^wherein he mixed. ^Here 

is an obituary notice that awakened much sympathy : — 

" Of diphtheria, at Brotherton, Kincardineshire, on the 
29th January, aged six years and eight months, Mary 
Isabella, eldest daughter ; also on 1st February, Edward 
Ochtred, aged three years and eleven months, second 
son ; also on the 3rd idem, Hercules James, aged eight 
years and seven months, eldest son ; also on the 4th 
idem, Helen, aged five years and five months, second 
daughter of Hercules Scott, Esq., of Brotherton, and Anna 
his wife. " They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
and in death they were not divided." And then this, 
which told its own sad story, followed : — 

'* At Brotherton, on the 3rd February, of diphtheria, 
Jessie Porter, the attached and valued servant of Mr. and 
Mrs. Scott of Brotherton." 

The completion of the Free West Church, comer of 
Bon-Accord Street, added a feature of decided ecclesi- 
astical beauty to the buildings of the city. On all hands 
it was pronounced handsome outside and inside. The 
pulpit was specially admired. The pastor. Reverend Dr. 

Dvce Davidson, preached the opening sermons to crowded 
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congregations, and the collection for the day amounted 
to £615. The church stands a worthy testimony of the 
taste and sldll of its architect, James Matthews. 

Much satisfaction was expressed by musical folks at 
the announcement of a return visit from the Henri Corri 
English Opera Company. The programme for the first 
week contained several delightful works — La SonnambtUa, 
Emani, Faust, The Bose of Castile, Martha, etc., and 
several of the former artistes were again named, but the 
favourite tenor, Mr. Bond, was not in the corps, and Mr. 
Parkinson who took his place was not so engaging. There 
were other changes not for the better. Madame Gillies 
returned, however, principal soprano, while Henri Corri 
himself was again a tower of strength in all he undertook. 
But somehow the company did not catch on. The per- 
formances fell short of the previous experience and the 
fortnight's engagement was far from a success financially. 

^The Saturday evening entertainments season ended 

satisfactorily. The Committee had an adverse balance 
sheet to try and square up, and they made a big effort to 
this end. They put forward an excellent variety bill, 
doubled the prices of admission, and took £107 at the 
door ! This about set them on their feet for further 

endeavour. ^The Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh, 

opened at this date, and the Aberdeen artists were found 
well to the fore. James Cassie was strong with his coast 
and sea pieces ; James Giles had a fine example of deer 
and forest surroundings ; George Reid was represented 
by a successful study of " Labourers in a Peat Moss ". 
Joseph Farquharson's "In Finzean Woods" was early sold, 
and William Brodie, sculptor, won much commendation 
for an admirable bust in marble of his friend John Phillip. 
I have a notion that this is the bust of our famous towns- 
man that now gets worthy place in Aberdeen Town 
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Council Chamber. Let me not forget to add — there may 
be no later opporhmity — ^that our youigest artist, gentle- 
manly Tom Gray, a favourite nephew of Cassie's, got 
favourable position on the Academy walls through a 
couple of well-finished sketches. Tom, poor fellow, went 
to London and died when shortly out of his teens. What 
an apt turn he had for music ! He was a son of Walter 
Gray, of the then well-known Union Street draper firm 
of Morrison & Gray. 

Captain John Cargill, so long and honourably known 
as commander of our City of London, steamer, departed 
on the "endless voyage" : he had reached his sixty- 
seventh year. Esteemed an able, and ever careful sea- 
man he had the honour of being chosen to pilot Queen 
Victoria from London to Aberdeen when, in 1848, with the 
Prince Consort and the royal children. Her Majesty first 
visited Balmoral. For this service the Lords of the 
Admiralty presented the Captain with thanks and £50. 
" Cargill " and his fine vessel were much heard about in 
helpful deeds during the stormy time of the Crimean War. 
His death, on shore here, resulted from an accident Six 
men of the Naval Reserve Brigade training ship TFin- 
chester, under Captain Balfour, bore the remains of the 
respected old mariner to his grave in St. Clements 

Churchyard. Baillie Alexander Stables, merchant. Old 

Aberdeen, was the best-known man in and about that 
quaint ecclesiastical resort — 

Whose ancient casements stare 
With sad, dim eyes at the retreating years. 

Ever hale and hearty, the Baillie had quite a fortime in 
old-fashioned frankness and was exceedingly popular. 
He had more than once been offered the chief seat in the 
local Council, and he had long held office as ruling elder 
in the parish kirk — ^the Cathedral. He had several sons^ 
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one of whom, James, married the eldest daughter of the 
redoubtable editor of Aberdeen Herald — James Adam. 
Baillie Stables had reached three score and twelve. His 
funeral was very largely attended. 

Many of my readers must know the Reverend Doctor 
J. B. Pratt's Btichari — one of the most coveted volumes 
of its class claiming birth in the north. It is f idl of infor- 
mation, historical and antiquarian, regarding the district 
of which it treats, and is written in a free scholarly style 
very acceptable to the reader with any literary love. 
The death of the author, aged seventy, was now reported. 
For forty years of this period Doctor Pratt had been 
incumbent of St. James's Episcopal Church, Cruden, and 
he " fell asleep " in his loved parsonage there upon the 
21st March. He was a gentleman of the most amiable 
disposition, much esteemed by all denominations of 
worshippers for his unfailing Christian work and simple 
deeds of benevolence. A tall finely built man — stooping 
a little towards the end of his days — ^the episcopal 
parson of Cruden was amongst the most notable figures 
attending the Synods of his brethren in St. Andrew's, 
King Street. Besides Buc?ui7t deceased was the author 
of the wonderfully popular booklet, beloved of boys, 
Jamie Fleeman the Laird o* Udny's Feel — which he 
wrote while quite a young man. His LL.D. was the 
gift of his Alma Mater, the University of Aberdeen. I 
may note that a carefully revised desirable reprint of 
Buchan has been recently issued by the original 
publishers, Messrs. Lewis Smith & Son, edited by Mr. 
Robert Anderson, the capable chief of the Aberdeen 

Journal. No more faithful worker for the public 

weal ever sat as a Police Commissioner than John Rose, 
the honest, outspoken top-of-Gallowgate stabler and inn- 
keeper. He had been in the Board for some thirty 
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years, and he now died aged sixty-three. Quite six feet 
in height, straight as a rush and compactly built, John 
was an excellent specimen of our northern race. He 
had been a sail-maker in his youth, became a devoted 
reader of good literature, and could express himself with 
a refinement not over common around the Police table. 
Provost Nicol at an early meeting of the Board paid a 
gnicef ul tribute to his memory. 

An important meeting of farmers, merchants and 
feuars was held on the first Friday of April for the 
purpose of considering the various Bills introduced into 
Parliament bearing on the Game Laws and the Law of 
Hypothec. The Mechanics Hall was well filled, and 
the young farmer at Milton of Kemnay was called upon 
to preside. Mr. Henry McCombie was a soh of the 
editor of Aberdeen Free Press, and this, so far as I 
remember, was about the beginning of his public life. 
He delivered a speech of considerable length, and made 
an excellent impression upon his audience, being warmly 
applauded. Mr. McCombie has kept and improved the 
position he then won, having for years held a leading 
place in the deliberations of his native County Council. 
Amongst the other speakers at this Game and Hypothec 
Laws meeting were Mr. Douglass, Balquhain, Mr. 
Hutcheon, Turriff, Mr. Campbell, Blairton, and Mr. 
William McCombie, M.P. 

Before leaving Donside I gladly take the opportunity 
of presenting my readers with a little-known poetic 
gem : — 

KEMNAY HOUSE. 

Cold blows the wintry blast 

Around her walls ; 
Still my heart deaveth fast 

To these old halls. 
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Nor storm nor tempest's blight 
Can loose that hold — 
There passed my childhood bright, 
There grew I old. 

There would I dose my eyes 

To life's short day — 
There heave my latest siglis, 

And pass away. 

These beautiful lines appeared in the Kernnay Church 
Bazaar Book, 1896, and I trust pardon will be granted 
me for mentioning that they bore the initials "A.B.," 
forming the contribution of a daughter of the romantic 
old house of which she writes so tenderly* 



CHAPTER LXXV. 

Little of any note was in fhe local air except Tony 
farm and the bridge. Francis Edmond, advocate, on 
behalf of the proprietors, had priced the farm at £35,000, 
while Robert "Walker, Portlethen, reported that it was 
worth £24,000. A special meeting of the Town Council 
was held to consider the whole question, and Provost 
Nicol opened the business by submitting a petition from 
the United Trades Council expressing cordial approval 
of the schemes. It was signed by 6000 persons. The 
debate grew to unusual length, and there were several 
sharp passages at arms between Dean of Guild Jamieson 
and Shoremaster Barclay. Resolutions to purchase 
Torry Farm at £32,000, and to buUd the bridge (obtain- 
ing for that purpose £12,000 from the Bridge of Don 
Fund), were proposed by Mr. Barclay. Provost Leslie 
submitted an amendment embodying his opinion that 
£32,000 was greatly in excess of the real value of the 
farm property, and it was, therefore, inexpedient for the 
Town Council to make the purchase, while farther con- 
sideration should be given to the question of the bridge. 
When the vote was taken this is how it stood : For Mr. 
Barclay — Himself ; Baillies Robert Urquhart and John 
Fraser ; Messrs. Inglis, McKinnon, Robb, Matthews, 
Daniel, Harper and James Ross, 10. For the Provost — 
Himself ; Baillies William Henderson and John Sangster ; 

Dean of Guild Jamieson, Treasurer William Lumsden ; 
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JMLessrs. R "Williams, Hugh Ross and Charles Playfair, 8. 
The Shoremaster and the Party of Progress were thus in 
the ascendant and it was resolved to hold a Head Court 
to obtain "the mind" of the inhabitants on the vexed 
questions. The Court was held, but it was found very 
difficult to analyse the Mind. The Music Hall was 
packed, the speeches were too long, and Lung prevailed. 
There were hundreds of people present bent solely on 
fun. Matters came to such a head that the Provost left 
the chair — many of his way of thinking also quitting the 
haU. Baillie Robert Urquhart afterwards presided, and 
under his guidance the meeting was brought to a termina- 
tion with an overwhelming show of hands in favour of 
the Party of Progress. Much unfortunate feeling, and 
not a little rancour, followed within and without the 
Council. Indeed there never had been in the recollection 
of the oldest inhabitant so much uncourteous division 
amongst our city rulers as over this Torry farm business. 
With the vote of the Head Court at their back the Party 
of Progress — ^beang the majority in the Council — resolved 
to purchase the required property, and took initiatory 
steps to this end. The Provost and his supporters were 
meanwhile as active in their measures to prevent the 
purchase and approached the Court of Session for inter- 
dict. While this was going on as between the two sides 
in the Council there existed amongst the better-to-do 
portion of the citizens a deal of doubt and discontent as 
to the wisdom of the way in which matters were being 
carried on in their interest. They condemned the warmth 
of personal feeling that broke forth, more or less, at every 
meeting, while there was no overlooking the fact that 
with half a dozen of the best, the costliest Court of 
Session counsel engaged in the case, the legal expenses 
were daily growing to an amount that would not be easily 
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met. The opinion prevailed that a strong firm hand was 
greatly needed to weather the municipal ship into quieter 
waters. Let us, therefore, for a space mark time over tho 
controversy. 

Before closing the theatre for the season, Mr. McLeio. 
gave the admirers of high-class dramatic fare an un- 
wonted treat by the engagement of Charles Mathews, 
comedian, and Samuel Phelps, tragedian. These eminent 
masters of the Buskin and Sock did not come together, but 
each occupied three nights of the same week and gave 

us of their very best. The lengthening afternoons 

brought opportunity for fresh and attractive out-door 
exercise in the form of velocipede and bicycle riding, 
IQng Street and Albyn Place being the principal practice 
grounds. The sport was in its very infancy, but there 
was early evidence that the new machine order of per- 
sonal progression had come to stay. 1 have at an 

early stage of these Reminiscences referred to James 
Ledingham, M.A., teacher. No man in the city enjoyed 
higher reputation for success in his profession. His 
pupils, it may be said, were everywhere. Old age was 

now creeping on, and he departed at seventy-eight. 

Our Artillery Volunteers were keeping fairly well at their 
duty, and Colonel Elgee, Inspector of the Reserve Forces 
in North Britain, had a Saturday afternoon with them at 
the Torry Battery. Shot and shell practice was engaged 
in for several hours, and the Colonel said that having seen 
them at drill in the gymnasium — seen them, so to speak, 
soldiers in theory — ^he had now witnessed them at work 
practically and could compliment them on the results. 
The full strength enrolled at this date, including seventy- 
seven men of the K.A.V., was 514. A fortnight after the 
City Rifle Volunteers were inspected by Colonel Boldero, 
Inspector of the Forces in North Britain. 
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The General Assemblies of the Established and Free 
Churches were sitting in Edinburgh. The old court 
were much concerned with the Patronage question, under 
a motion by our Doctor Pirie, that the nomination of 
ministers should be vested in heritors, elders and com- 
municants. Doctor Pearson, Strathblane, met this with 
an amendment that in respect of the great diversity of 
opinion which eidsted throughout the Church on the sub- 
ject continued agitation was unwise and inexpedient. On 

a division the vote stood : Pirie, 193 ; Pearson, 88. 

Foreign Missions and the Union question largely en- 
gaged the Free Assembly — all the chiefe of the Church, 
Doctors Buchanan, Candlish, Begg, Fairbaim and Mr. 
Nixon taking leading parts in the debates. The question 
was continued for a year in order that the mind of the 
Church might " ripen " thereon. 

Incidental reference has already been made to the 
work and worth of Mr. James Hall, shipbuilder. His 
death now took place 'at the age of sixty-six, and there 
was but one feeling expressed — Aberdeen had lost a very 
distinguished citizen, lost him with startling suddenness. 
Early on Saturday morning, 29th May, a fire broke out 
in the large timber-yard of Messrs. George Milne & Co., 
Inches, opposite Provost Blaikie's Quay. One of the first 
on the spot giving aid in the endeavour to subdue the 
flames was James Hall, but he had not been long so 
engaged when he dropped down and suddenly expired. 
A fine new Japanese corvette, recently launched from his 
yard, was lying at the quay side quite near to the fire, and 
it was conjectured that over-excitement as to what might 
happen was the cause of death. Comparatively little 
damage was done by the outbreak but it was long held 
in remembrance. Footdee lost a warm-hearted benefactor 
— ^the eldest member of a firm whose name was known 



364 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1869 

in every important commercial port of the world. At 
the fnneral the body of Mr. Hall was, early on the 
Thursday morning, and without any special demonstra- 
tion, but followed by a long procession, carried by t^^elve 
of his apprentices to the General Railway Station. There- 
after the famous shipbuilder was quietly laid to rest 
beside his wife in the Parish Churchyard of Macduff. 



CHAPTER LXXVI. 

Splendid weather favoured the commencement and pro- 
gress of the "Wapinschaw of 1869. The arrangements 
were reported to be superior to that of any former year, 
and the entries were unusually numerous. This partly 
arose from the fact that the competition for "The 
Queen's Cup " was now open to all members of the As- 
sociation. No fewer than nine companies from Montrose, 
Forfar and other districts came forward, and all enrolled 
volunteers were welcome. The prize money reached to 
a goodly sum — £328 odds. The fine weather drew 
forth a large attendance of spectators, and the work 
proceeded briskly. The Queen's Cup was keenly con- 
tested, and fell to a smart young country officer — Ensign 
Niven, Torphins — a miller, I think, in business. The 
much-coveted Aberdeenshire bugle was carried by the 
company of Captain Simpson. Twenty*five detachments 
entered the Artillery competition held at Torry battery. 
The first place was awarded to the 4th A.R.V. — Captain 
Forsyth. The prizes were presented by the Earl of 
Kintore ; Sir "William and Lady Forbes ; Sheriff Comrie 
Thomson ; Major and Miss Ramsay ; Major Innes ; Mrs. 
Hughes, etc. 

A new step in the local volunteer movement may 
here be mentioned : it was very favourably commented 
upon. Captain George J. Walker, Hillside House, of shoot- 
ing fame, gave his company, the 6th Kincardineshire 
Rifles — some ninety men — ^the chance of going into camp 

with the aim of promoting good discipline and improv* 
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ing drill. The men being mostly members of the ^«^ork- 
ing farmer class upon whom the expense of campiiig- 
out wonld bear hard, the Captain intimated that every 
man who slept a night in camp and attended drill for one 
day would receive his rations and a shilling. The ayera^ 
attendance was fully fifty men. The soldierly duties 
were carried out in regular military fashion. The roll 
was called four times a day ; drill went duly on ; guards 
and piquets were set, just as if the corps had actually 
been in the field. A note of the total expense showed 
that the outlay of one poimd sterling per man met every 
item necessary to the maintenance of the camp and pay- 
ment of the shilling per day to each volunteer. The 
corps had some funds in hand saved from capitation 
grants, while several of the county proprietors intimated 
to Captain Walker their readiness to subscribe whenever 
he stated how much money balance he required* The 
farmers of the neighbourhood did all that was needed in 
the way of cartage, while no doubt the goodwives and 
daughters were not slow in manifesting their feeling in 
quietly providing acceptable dairy dainties. Colonel 
Boldero, Inspector of the Northern Forces, visited the 
field, and was so greatly pleased with the Portlethen 
camping-out experiment, that he requested a statement 
to be prepared for sending to the War Office. 

For long there had been no blither time about Aboyne 
than the 14th of July, when the Most Hon. the Marquis 
of Huntly was married to Miss Cunliffe Brooks within 
Westminster Abbey, London, in the presence of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales, the Prince and Princess of Teck, 
and an illustrious company of the highest in the land. 
Of course the bridegroom's tenants and friends, with 
numerous visitors from Aberdeen, met and made merry 
at Aboyne. At the dinner Mr. William Milne, C.A., factor 
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on the estates, presided over as gladsome a gathering as 
ever honoured a bridal. He was assisted by half a dozen 
croupiers. ^The Free East Church congregation, pastor- 
less through the removal of Mr. Macphall to Pilrig, were 
now promoting a call to the Reverend James S. Candlish, 
Logiealmond. He came, and if he did not possess the 
preaching power of his eloquent old father " the doctor " 
of the Disruption days, he had gifts and graces of his own 

that made him a special favourite with his people. 

Stoneywood held a "Workmen's Industrial Exhibition at 
this time which obtained a good deal of local attention. 
To many persons it was not only an attractive, but an in- 
structive surprise, so varied, useful and beautiful were the 
exhibits. The committee had been singularly successful in 
securing specimens of Fine Art, in the way of paintings, 
drawings and sculpture, with cleverly constructed models 
of steam engines and other mechanical inventions. In this 
they had been greatly encouraged and aided by the 
Messrs. Pirie, of the local paper works, while other gentle- 
men freely lent valuables from their private collections. 
The exhibition, alike for its extent and educational advan- 
tages, was esteemed an honour to its working-men pro- 
moters. Cricketers were busy. The Aberdeenshire 

club played Perth on the North Inch when the scores were 
— Perth, 45 and 56 ; Aberdeenshire, 74 and 29, with seven 
wickets to fall. Aberdeenshire then met the Grange at 
Edinburgh and suffered sore defeat, getting only 77 and 
46, against their opponents one innings of 168. The 
highest scorers amongst our men were 29 to E. M. 
Bannerman, and A. Eraser 19. 



CHAPTER LXXVII. 

Another wedding in one of our county noble families 
was celebrated with fitting enthusiasm and liberality. 
The Honourable the Master of Lindsay, only son of Lord 
Lindsay and grandson of the Earl of Crawford and Bal- 
carres, was married to Miss Emily Florence Wilbrahajn, 
niece of the Countess of Derby, in London on 22iid 
July. The home rejoicings took place at stately Dunecht 
House. Oyer the whole Aberdeenshire estates of the 
family, tokens were plentiful of the interest in the bridal 
by the thriving farmers and their poorer neighbours. 
They all, it may be said, forgathered at the Mansion 
House and at Balcarres Arms — ^including the volunteers 
under Ensign Coutts, and 270 school children. The 
tenantry with a number of friends from Aberdeen dined 
in a large marquee on the house lawn — ^Mr. William 
Yeats of Auquhamey, factor on the estates, presiding. , 

The speeches — there were a lot of them — went well, and | 

the newspapers say that '* at the request of the Chairman, 
the company were favoured with the following exceed- 
ingly apropos song composed for the occasion " : — 



" THE LINDSAY LINE. 



ff 



Sir David Lindsay of the Mount, Lord Lyon King at Arms, 
Still is thy name of high acconnt, and still thy verse hath charms ; 
And while the world hath ear for song or deeds of chivalry, 
The Lindsay's fame, the Lindsay's daim, shall ne'er forgotten 
True gallant Scottish Gentlemen, for all — for every time. 
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Unfold the records of the past, old Scotland's peerless roll — 
Count ye the Warriors, Statesmen, Poets, emblazoning the scroll ; 
And say, 'mid all the names that stir the pulses of the heart, 
If Lindsay's race for valonr, giiace, doth not play noblest part ! 
True gallant Scottish Gentlemen, for all — for every time. 

Ay ! Scotsmen ken that gallant men the Lindsay line hath been, 
From Otterbnm to Alma's height have flashed their weapons keen ; 
" The Stars om: Camp, God our Defence,'* bore crested squire and knight — 
To Scotland's weal aye fest and leal — ^then Heaven defend the right — 
True doughty Scottish Gentlemen, for all — for every time. 

And still the Lindsay verse has charms to wile the hours away. 
And never will its Music cease while lives Atdd Bobin Gray; 
For men will list and maidens weep in cot and courtly hall, 
O'er Jeannie's faith and Jamie's wraith, for " Love is Lord of all " — 
In camp and grove, fond Love — ^fause Love — ruler of every time. 

And Love should be my theme to-night, could I strike fitting chord. 
For golden rings and silken strings outshine now shield and sword : 
A comely "Lass of Lancashire," with guileless grace and spell. 
Hath witch'd away our Master gay in love's domain to dwell — 

And spend the hours in bridal bowers : God speed the merry time. 

"The glory of the children are their Fathers " — hath been writ — 
And the Lindsays, Wilbrahams, Stanleys, to-day in clanship knit. 
With noble heritage of fame, renown, and acres wide — 
To ward and keep, to sow and reap, dower our young groom and bride — 
Well tocher'd they to dimb life's brae and meet the coming time. 

The summer sun shines brightly o'er Dunecht's fair woods and towers ; 
O come sweet "Rose o' Lindsaye" bloom 'mang our buds and flowers ; 
Come with your lightsome English smile to cheer our Northern hame — 
And ear* or late The Master's Mate shall find us aye the same— 
True-hearted Scottish Gentlemen, sons of the olden time. 

I suppose there can be no harm in adding that the song 

was written on the suggestion of my ever-kind £riend 

Mr. James "Walker, wine merchant, a special favourite 

in the Dunecht family, and that the newly wedded 

couple were pleased to acknowledge it by a flattering 

letter to the author with their photographs. ^Towards 

the end of August Her Majesty, with the Royal family 

and suite, arrived at Balmoral. The weather was de* 

24 
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li|htfal, and there was a large assemblage of spectators 
at Ferryhill Station. At Ballater the party were received 
by a detachment of the 92nd Highlanders tmder Captain. 
Dawson. 

Peterhead, as the capital of Bnchan, was stirred to 
the quick on Monday, 16th August. 'Twas accounted 
the greatest gala time the passing generation had wit- 
nessed, and it came about in a rather interesting way. 
'\Xrilliam Anderson, the young editor of the local Sentinel^ 
of whom I have already spoken, in passing while on 
holiday through Berlin, observed that the bronze statue 
of the Scottish-bom warrior of renown, Field-Marshal 
Keith, had been removed from its original site to give 
way for a marble figure. The keen pressman conceived 
a bit of business. The famous soldier was a native of 
the district — Inverugie — and Anderson on coming home 
suggested that the Peterhead authorities should request 
the dismounted bronze statue and have it erected in 
their town. In this he had an earnest colleague in 
Councillor Ingram. The King of Prussia on being 
loyally approached lent a willing ear, and graciously 
granted the prayer of his petitioners. The statue came, 
and on this pleasant August afternoon the people were 
proudly unveiling the gift. They did so in becoming 
fashion. Holiday was held and crowds hurried to the 
town from miles around. The weather was all that 
could have been wished and the ceremonies promised to 
be well worth their seeing. They were so. Every 
street, every public building had its decorations, and 
the shipping displayed a wealth of bunting. The site 
chosen for the statue was the Tolbooth Green in front 
of the Town House. This was the attractive spot, and 
here the assembled holidayers forgathered. The Volun- 
teers were on duty — ^the Rifles under Captain Mitchell, 
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the Artillery headed by Captain Jamieson, the much* 
honoured physician. About a hundred representatives 
of Free Mason Lodges took up position in the vicinity of 
the statue all wearing the insignia of their brotherhood. 
The unveiling ceremony was performed by the Earl of 
Kintore, Lord-Lieutenant of the County, who was ac- 
companied by lady members of his family, Provost 
Alexander and the Magistrates. After the unveiling 
proceedings, the foundation stone of the new Court 
House was laid with Masonic honours. A public 
banquet, and later on a public dinner, followed, at both 
of which Provost Alexander presided with characteristic 
ability. In the evening a conversazione with ball took 
place, and the 16th of August, 1869, may well be remem- 
bered as a red-letter day in Peterhead* 

Councillor T^chlan McKinnon, though frequently 
taken jocularly by some folks as a kind of character — a 
character, however, moving in the better, the educated 
circles, was a man of distinct ability, and there was not 
a little regret now at his death in his fifty-eighth year. 
Bred a lawyer, he continued in business for himself for 
a good many years, and then joined his father in the 
management of the Spring-Garden Iron Foundry — a 
prosperous undertaking. Mr. McKinnon was a lively, 
liberal-handed bachelor, and, following the example of 
certain scriptural forefathers, he, in the words of a 
responsible poet, leant ever kindly to the " daughters of 
men ". At his death he was Master of the Guild Brethren's 

Hospital. Dr. Henry Jackson retired from the Medical 

Staff of St. Nicholas Parochial Board, and five candidates 
contested the vacancy — ^Dr. A. R. Paterson ; Dr. Alex- 
ander Reith ; Dr. R. C. hillock ; Dr. Patrick Watt ; Dr. 

Alexander Duncan. Dr. Paterson was elected. Mr. 

John Dimcan, presiding at the ordinary meeting of the 
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Great North Railway shareholders, made a hopeful 
speech. Business matters, he said, were creeping along 
slowly but satisfactorily. Economy was being carefully 
recognised, while another important fact conducive to 
bringing a dividend was that the credit of the company 
stood so much superior to what it did some years back 
that they were able to borrow money at a far lower rate 

than formerly. Deeside — upper Deeside — always 

popular during August and September, was this year 
unusually crowded and gay. The Queen and Court were 
at Balmoral ; the Aboyne and Braemar Gatherings were 
announced, and great preparations were making at 
Aboyne for the home-coming of Lord Huntly with his 
young wife. Nobility was largely represented, and the 
number of families of rank, with celebrities — ^male and 
female — distinguished in Art and Letters, was greater 
than I ever remember to have witnessed before. The 
season fortunately proved favourable for sport and 
festivity. The welcome of the Marquis and Marchioness 
to their Highland Castle was distinguished by genuine 
warmth from high and humble. The happy pair were 
in the bloom of youth : handsome, frank, joyous. The 
reception arrangements were very complete — ^the super- 
intending committee including Sir "William Forbes, Mr. 
Dyce Nicol, Admiral Farquhar, Dr. Robertson of Indego^ 
and Major Innes of Leamey. All went well. 

The Aboyne Gathering gave great satisfaction alike 
as to precision of procedure and competition expertness 
and excellence. Indeed, predictions were heard that if 
succeeding meetings were conducted in the same spirit, 
celerity and order, Aboyne would become the most 
looked-f oward-to holiday meeting of the kind in the north. 
Of course, with Royalty gracing Braemar, the Upper 
Strath village bore, and bears, the ribbon for fashionable 
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attraction, but for the elements that go to keep a holiday 
crowd of respectable spectators interested and pleased, 
the predictions regarding Aboyne have been amply veri- 
fied. For this not a littte is due to Mr. Andrew G. 
Anderson, banker, the courteous secretary of the Games 
and his loyally zealous committee. The sports, however, 
in front of the grandly situated old Castle of Braemar, 
must ever possess a charm of their own. The Fife, 
Farquharson and Forbes men under their respective 
chiefs have still allurement for the lovers of kilt and plaid 
assembling in martial array. The array may not be very 
imposing occasionally, but our hearts are in the Highlands 
and the heather blooms around us. Valley, river, crag 
and moimtain claim the eye, and who bothers about unison 
of step or touch of elbow ! Who would not be in Brae- 
mar — ^auld Kindrochet — ^in September ? On the present 
occasion the Prince of Wales, with many distinguished 
guests of the Earl and Coimtess of Fife and Colonel 
Farquharson of Invercauld, were amongst the spectators. 

The games went on bravely. ^The Queen with Princess 

Louise and Princess Beatrice varied their holiday by 
visiting the principal Perthshire scenes of The Lady of 
the Lake. The Royal party resided at Invertrossachs 
House, near to Loch Vennachar, celebrated in Sir Walter's 
most admired poem. After a stay of ten days in the 
country made classic ground by the Wizard's pen. Her 
Majesty returned to Deeside. Later on the Premier, W. 
£. Gladstone, joined the Court as Minister in Attendance. 
Anderson, Wizard of the North, came this way when 
paying a fareweU visit, and occupied the Music Hall 
for a month with his legerdemain show, but as in our 
reminiscences we disposed of him some years back, it 
need only be said now that he was accompanied, for the 
first time, by four young, fair and modest female assistants 
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whom he introduced as his daughters — ^Louise, Lizzie* 
Flora and Ada. Nobody asked particularly as to this, 
for they were pleasant to look upon and clever in their 
share of the stage trick business. Undoubtedly they 
were well-educated ladies, ranging in age from fourteen 
to twenty-five years. They did not care much about the 
position they were placed in, and were very grateful for 
some little services I was able to render them. The 
finale of the Wizard is dwelt upon in my former volume. 

I lost all sight of the ladies. ^Cricketers were busy. 

Aberdeenshire and Kincardineshire met at Holbum 
Ground, but the County team were much overweighted. 
They got in their two innings 110, while the city made in 
their single at the wickets 144. The chief contributors to 
this tally were Captain Northey 17 ; G. L. Thomson 18, 
and A. Fraser 78 not out. A match between Volunteers 
versus Civilians recalls some once popular names : T. D. 
Findlay ; J. N. Jamieson ; J. D. Bryne ; W. Pepp^, etc. 
Rain spoiled the game. 



CHAPTER LXXVin. 

The Town Council with gratifying unanimity resolved to 
confer the freedom of the City upon the Premier, and 
Provost Nicol wrote him at Balmoral where, as stated, he 
was on duty. The Right Honourable gentleman replied 
that he was " most reluctantly compelled to decline, at this 
period, the invitation you forwarded to me in so flattering 
a manner. To be a citizen of Aberdeen and to sit in 
Aberdeen at a banquet of fellow citizens are honours 

which I should greatly covet." He, however, added that 
the arduous duties of the past session had been so trying 
to his strength, that ordinary prudence, combined with 
medical advice, made him feel he could not charge him- 
self with engagements of a public nature. The declina- 
ture was much regretted. 

There never, I suppose, was a larger attendance of 
members of the Guildry than assembled at this date in 
the Town Hall to consider a question involving the 
admission by payment to the privileges and benefits of 
that body. At the immediately preceding meeting of the 
Town Council five gentlemen, to wit : Cornelius Thomp- 
son, shipowner ; William Hall, junior, shipbuilder ; 
William Campbell Rettie, merchant ; George Davidson, 
junior, merchant ; Edward Buyers, merchant, petitioned 
for admission as Burgesses of Guild. Each petitioner set 
forth the date of his father having become a burgess, and 
asked entrance on payment of a composition applicable 
to his case. The Dean and his friends were favourable 

to this, but the majority maintained very different views, 
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and a long and somewhat personal debate took place. 
The matter had not been before the Council, and would 
require very careful consideration. At no great distance 
loomed the municipal elections, and the choosing of a 

new Provost. It may be convenient here to bring in 

the Torry farm arbitration business. This commenced 
early in September. In view of improvements the 
Harbour Commissioners required sixteen acres, about 
one half of the farm land, and for this Francis Edmond, 
as trustee for the proprietors, demanded £11,445. The 
Commissioners thought the charge ridiculous, and offered 
£3,000. Arbitration was agreed upon, and this took place 
in the Town Hall — able Edinburgh counsel being em- 
ployed on both sides. The valuation, if I remember 
rightly, lasted over two days. There was a portion of the 
sixteen acres the ownership of which was disputed, and 
the finding of the oversman — Mr. C. E. Clutton, London — 
was this : £6,500 if Mr. Edmond established his claim 
to the whole, or £5,500 if to only a part. 

Since the Railway warfare days of 1856 there had 
been no such unpleasant cantankerous spirit as now 
existed in the city amongst our leading public business 
men. At every meeting of the several Boards, and more 
particularly the Town Council and Harbour Commis- 
sioners, some little flist would break forth which led to 
ill-natured remark, curt answer, or direct personality. 
This arose, almost invariably, from the strong feeling 
maintained over the purchase of Torry farm and the 
building of a bridge across the Dee. There was the 
" Party of Progress," and, though less heard of by name, 
the " Party of No Progress," or to put it as the man in 
the street viewed the matter — Lord Provost Nicol versus 
Shoremaster Barclay. Both were good men, but the 
latter was strongly girt with a power of speech and 
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determination of will which the other did not possess. 
Mr. Barclay was by no means popular with a large 
section of the community, but as time went on his 
opponents came to believe that if he had got more of 
his way at this period the town would have profited to 
no unimportant extent. The municipal elections were 
now upon us ; feeling waxed fiercer ; and perhaps 
nobody was more perplexed about the course of things 
than the ever-careful Town Clerk. Mr. Angus was by 
no means clear as to whom fell the duty of Senior 
Magistrate and Returning Officer in connection with the 
Ward elections. But amid all this bickering the Ward 
meetings proceeded, and there were plenty of candidates, 
including the following, who were duly proposed for 
seats : — 

First Ward : Provost Nicol (who though as Chief 
Magistrate retiring, came forward in consequence of 
the "embryo state of the Harbour improvements."); 
Messrs. Alex. R. Dyer, shipowner ; James Abel, baker ; 
James Tulloch, junior, merchant. The densely -packed 
Athenaeum meeting made me clerk of the proceedings : 
they were, without qualification, about the roughest, the 
rowdiest at which it was possible to successfully ply pencil. 

Second Ward : Baillie George Robb ; Messrs. Alex. 
Stephen, painter ; Joseph Wood, shipping manager ; Peter 
Esslemont, draper. Here there was likewise a deal of 
heckling, and the two last-named candidates entered very 
fully into the faith within them. Both gentlemen were ex- 
pert debaters ; indeed in this respect Joseph Wood had no 
superior amongst our public men. There came, however, 
a delightful moment of humorous relief. An important 
plasterer — Morrison, I think, by name — was delivering 
himself, and desiring to be classical he solemnly assured 
his waiting listeners " that the state of things in the city 
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clearly proclaimed that C-h-a-a-w-& (Chaos) was coine 
again ". Oh ! the roar. It was splendid — and timely. 

Third Ward : Baillie George Donald ; Messrs. James 
Matthews, architect ; John Gray, ironf ounder ; James 
Cormack, grocer ; John Ogilvie , retired bookseller. Here 
too there was profuse oratory, embracing a highly pitched 
delivery from our unflinching old friend George Brown, 
auctioneer. He hit the Party of Progress hard, especially 
the gentleman he styled their '* reckless leader," and then, 
becoming mixedly poetical, prophesied that " the party 
woiild be left, as they deserved, to forgetfulness. They 
rose like a rocket — ^they would fall like the stick — un- 
wept, unhonoured and unsung." 

Dean of Guild Jamieson having declined re-election, 
Messrs. Hugh Ross and Lewis Smith came forward for 
his seat. Mr. Smith, however, fearing that his candida- 
ture might prove injurious to the interests of the Guildry 
shortly withdrew, and Mr. Ross was appointed. The 
MS^ard Election day came — came decisively. The voice 
of the Progressives prevailed from mom till evening fell 
thus : Tulloch 1,596 ; Abel 1,595 ; Nicol 824 ; Dyer 751. 
Esslemont 1,232 ; Robb 1,218 ; Wood 552 ; Stephen 546. 
LesUe 1,047 ; Matthews 1,031 ; Gray 923 ; Donald 845 ; 
Ogilvie 614, and Cormack 504. These returns made matters 
go surely and smoothly at the first meeting of the new 
Town Council, Friday , 5th November, 1869. Prayer by 
Rev. Henry Cowan, nomination and seconding prelimin- 
aries over, the various seats around the familiar green- 
cloth-covered table were seen to be occupied as follows : — 

ABERDEEN TOWN COUNCIL, 5th NOVEMBER, 1869. 
Lord Provost — ^William Leslie, Architect 

BaUliea, 



John Sangster, Druggist 
Robert Urquhart, Merchant 



John Eraser, Bootmaker. 
James Ross, Merchant 
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Qgio^BeairerB. 

Deam of GtiUd— Hn^ Ross, Merchant 

aty ^MMiirtfr— William Lmnsdcn, Merchant. 

Master of Shoreuxfrks — ^James W. Barclay, Merchant 

Master of Kirk and Bridge TTorXM— William Daniel, Builder. 

Master of MorHficaUons — ^James Matthews, Architect 

Master of OuUd Brethren*B Hoapit^U — ^Alexander Inglis, Merchant 



Charles Playfaur, Gonmaker. 
John Harper, Merchant 
Robert Williams, Cooper. 
James Tulloch, Junior, Merchant 



CotmoiUors. 

James Abel, Baker. 
Peter Esslemont, Merchant 
George Robb, Merchant 
John Gray, Ironfounder. 



CHAPTER LXXDL 

There was now considerable desire regarding a new 
post office. Baillie James Forbes, as Chairman of the 
North of Scotland Trade Protection Society, forwarded 
an influential memorial to the Postmaster-General on 
the subject. The building at top of Market Street had 
become quite inadequate to allow the continued increase 
in the work to be satisfactorily developed. Sure, amiable 
Postmaster James Mitchell was much concerned. His 
weekly delivery of letters had reached 81,000, and the 
annual revenue was over £70,000. The Lord Rector- 
ship of the University was stirring the students. Mr. 
Grant-Duff was willing to continue his services but a 
change was craved by a considerable section of the 
more ardent youth, and James Cooper (to become so 
well known as the progressive pastor of Aberdeen East 
Church) brought forward the name of Sir William Stirling- 
Maxwell of Keir for the position. The struggle was spirited 
and close, the sitting member retaining his chair by only 
twelve votes — the numbers being Duff, 224 ; Maxwell, 

212. ^Mr. A. F. Murison, Brucklay, a young teacher of 

repute, was appointed English Master in the Granunar 
School. He discharged his duty well, and has since dis- 
tinguished himself as Professor of Jurisprudence and 

Roman Law in University College, London. For thirty 

years the Spalding Club of Aberdeen had held honour- 
able reputation for its literary and antiquarian publica- 
tions. It derived its name from John Spalding, who had 

been Commissary-Clerk of Aberdeen during the time of 

(380) 
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Charles the First. He was an exact recorder of 
passing events, and his memory was thus honoured by 
Doctor John Stuart and Doctor Joseph Robertson, two 
of Aberdeen's most distinguished men of letters. They 
founded the Spalding Club in 1839, and under their 
editorship a number of volumes of family and historical 
importance were issued. Robertson died, and Stuart 
became engrossed in his duties as Secretary of the Scot- 
tish Society of Antiquaries, Edinburgh. The Spalding 
warmth fell away ; the Club languished ; and the final 
meeting now took place. The Earl of Kintore presided, 
and a regretful feeling coloured the parting words. It 
was stated that £13,000 had passed through the hands 
of the treasurer in the production of works issued by 
the club. 

It is three or four months since we began to mark 
time with our Harbour on-goings. A number of meetings 
of the regretfully querulous character had been held at 
home, and lawyers were busy in Edinburgh — all of which 
may be profitably omitted from our record. Let us re- 
new healthy marching order by joining the Commissioners 
when, on the 22nd December, they drove across Welling- 
ton Bridge for the purpose of cutting the first turf in 
connection with the diversion of the River Dee. The 
hour is a red-letter one to be remembered. To any 
man or woman of local birth who followed in that drive 
of thirty and odd years ago and may now halt for a space 
on the bridge and gaze seaward the change approaches 
the marvellous. And still the wonder, mingled with the 
feeling of hope, pride and thankfulness, increases. "We 
can contentedly forget the faction fights that brought all 
this industrial transformation about. The party cries 
are silent ; yet verily day unto day uttereth speech. 
But let us onwards. The visiting Commissioners have 



382 ABBRDEBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1869 

reached the vicinity of Tony farm — say a good cricket- 
ball shy eastward from the bridge — so let us take ovr 
stations. Provost William Leslie and Shoremaster James 
Barclay were the right men in the proper places and per- 
formed their parts in workmanlike fashion — each fiUing 
a barrow with virgin earth and trolling it along for a 
decent out-of-the-way distance amid cheers. This over, 
the Board of Commissioners, like a loving band of brothers, 
adjourned to Torry Artillery Battery and thei^e lunched 
elegantly — ^the Provost, of course, presiding. He gave an 
interesting sketch of the growth of the Harbour and the 
formation of the piers ; while the Shoremaster followed 
by predicting that the work begun that day would make 
Aberdeen the best and safest shipping port on the east 
coast of Scotland. There were several other speeches 
all tending peacewards, and the feeling was evident that 
if any remnant of rancour remained regarding the river 
diversion it might soon be bridged over ! 

Volunteer battalion orders issued at this date by 
Major Jopp showed that the number of effective and 
non-effective members of the various Aberdeen Rifle 
Companies totalled 801, and that the capitation grant 

amounted to £1,010 10s. ^There was a feeling of 

deep sympathy and regret over the town when it became 
known that one of the most celebrated of the Footdee 
firms had been under the necessity of yielding to fin- 
ancial stress. "VS^e were all proud of the position the 
firm had so honourably and deservedly won in the ship- 
building world. The pressure, however, of a great loss 
of some years' standing now came against them. But 
they never lost heart ; no stoppage of the works took 
place, a judicial factor was appointed, and the good 
name, the fame of the firm stood and stands untarnished. 

There had been no scarcity of evening entertainments 
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during the winter. The Mechanics' Institution Committee 
promoted a varied and instructive course of lectures by 
specialists — male and female. On the programme were 
the names of Miss Emily Faithf uU, the Reverend Arthur 
Mursell, and George Grossmith, London ; George Davi- 
son, Manchester ; Miss C. L. Bailey, Reigate, etc. The 
Saturday evening concerts were popular, the comic 
element being largely provided by Harry Clifton and 
Roberi Fraser. " The Great Vance" also paid another 
flying visit with a superior company. Gerald Massey 
gave a delightful lecture on *' Thomas Hood," whom he 
regarded as possibly the greatest of all our modem wits. 
With the closing month of the year have to be recorded 
the departure of Mr. Alexander Ogston of Ardoe, Lord 
Lindsay of Dunecht, and the Countess of Fife — ^familiar 
names in our quarter. Mr. Ogston, though taking com- 
paratively little interest in public affairs, was well-known 
through his highly successful candle manufactory, Loch 
Street. He paid close attention, at same time, to his 
pleasantly situated compact estate of Ardoe, Banchory- 
Devenick. In 1847 1 was Inspector of Poor and Collector 
of Assessment in that parish, and Mr. Ogston being chair- 
man of the Parochial Board, we had frequent interviews 
on business matters. I retain grateful memories of our 

meetings. He had reached his 70th year. ^The Right 

Honourable Lord Lindsay, seventh Earl of Balcarres, died 
at his Aberdeenshire home at the advanced age of 86. 
For a time he was in the army, and on retiring to Dunecht 
proved a greatly respected and encouraging proprietor. 
His eldest son, Alexander, became a very accomplished 
scholar, and noted collector of rare, costly books. The 

Crawford Library is of much celebrity. The Right 

Honourable the Countess of Fife expired suddenly in 
London when she had only attained her fortieth year. 
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She was the daughter of the seyenteenth Earl of ErroU, 
Hereditary High Constable of Scotland. As the wife of 
the Honourable James Duff, '* Lady Agnes " became a 
household name alike at Skene, and more particularly on 
Upper Strathdee. In the fifties there were few, if any, 
residences in the Kingdom more famous in connection 
with the reception of the highly bom than Corriemnlzie 
Lodge — specially so during the annual Braemar Gather- 
ing weeks when Royalty of our own and other dominions 
honoured the noble owners of the Manor as their guests. 
Their only son, Alexander, Duke of Fife, married, in 1889, 
Princess Louise Victoria, eldest daughter of the then 
Prince of TVales, now King Edward the Seventh. 



CHAPTER LXXX. 

In the way of local statistics — ^really interesting statistics 
— ^there never, so far as my observation goes, were any 
papers superior to the articles which annually appeared 
in the Aberdeen Journal collated by its careful and 
competent reporter, James Valentine. Their author had 
a happy craze for figures, and he put things so plainly 
that the man in the street could master them with 
understanding as he came out. Journal in hand, from 
the Adelphi Court. They were eagerly, attentively 
read, and were, moreover, to my knowledge, valued 
highly by statisticians of position. Here is the briefest 
summary of the twenty-first — ^the vital — instalment for 
the year 1869 just ended. The full statements occupied 
four to six columns : — 





St Nicholas. 


Oldmachar. 


Total- 


Births 


1830 


1300 


3130 


Deaths 


1087 


700 


1787 


Marriages 


■ SiO 


339 


682 



The population of the city was put at 80,000. There 
used to be a good-natured joke at the reporters' table in 
my day over Valentine's many-figured returns. ''He 
just ra-vels in them," William Alexander or the present 
penman would say. So he did, but not under that 
spelling. Our worthy comrade's statistical papers might 
well, and with edification, be revived. 

Provost Leslie at the New Year meeting of the Town 
Council brought forward the subject of amalgamating 

that Board with the Police Commission. There were 

(385) 25 
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doubts as to the expediency of the step, but the matter 
was sent to a special committee for their consideration 

and report. ^Acting under the provisions of the Lands 

Valuation Acts the Council appointed Mr. James Turn- 
bull, of the Inland Revenue, Burgh Assessor — a position 
held for long by John Milne. It was expected that the 
change would insure a saving of something like £700 or 
£800 per annum. Unfortunately Milne had lost favour 
with the authorities through some grave clerical errors in 
the voting registers. He applied for compensation on the 
ground of loss of office, but beyond paying him salary 
due for a certain period he failed in his plea. 

A long conference took place between the Town 
Council and a deputation from the Guildry in the much- 
debated, temper-trying story bearing on the membership 
and funds of the merchant body. At the close of the 
arguments the Provost complimented the meeting on the 
calm and dispassionate manner in which the whole 
subject had been discussed. Things, his lordship said, 
could not come right all at once, and possibly the 
opinion of the Court of Session might be required. 

There were not many finer-looking men in our city 
than Councillor John Jamieson. Tall, well-made, bright- 
faced, and generally well-pleased with himself, he had a 
smartish turn on the street partaking of the swellish. 
He was for years a druggist at the foot of the Gallow- 
gate. He then prospered in connection with manure and 
shipping interests, and in 1855 entered the Town Council. 
Our Beminiscences have him there as one of the 
witnesses in the stirring John Duncan railway struggles, 
and figuring in the Lay of the Links. At pages 151-3 of 
my first volume I gave a passage from this clever and 
much sought after poetical outburst. The author — ^Mr. 
George Davidson, bookseller — devoted a couple of per- 
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sonal stanzas to the rewards the three Town Council wit- 
nesses would receive who went to Parliament and '* sold 
the people's only heritage/' the Links. I think I may 
venture to quote the verses : they cannot harm anybody. 
The "line" spoken of is the projected Peterhead and 
Fraserburgh, and the speaker the promoter thereof : — 

From the lamps at every station, 

From each signal on the line, 
Shall my Bothwell's farthing candles 

With their ancient lustre shine, 
And he shall feast upon the best 

When the Directors dine : 
And Oswald of the daring face 
You I appoint the gainful place 

Chief Broker of the line. 

And think not, trusty Jamieson, 

That I forget the due, 
The graceful and appropriate meed 

Of faithful friend like yon : 
Those modest temples you perceive 

At each station of the line. 
With all the offerings pilgrims leave, 

I give to thee and thine ! 

A little inclined to be what folks called bouncy, John 
Jamieson was a frank and kindly friend. His death 
occurred now at the age of 52. 

When I commenced press work — 1850 — the reporter 
of the Aberdeen Journal was James Keith Exlwards, M.A., 
a thin reddish-haired gentleman from, I think, one of the 
Border counties. He was a very competent writer of 
shorthand, and finding me digging at every spare 
moment into phonography he became interested in my 
doings, which then included wandering inspectorship of 
poor duties, singing psalms, teaching music in a humble 
way, and midnight engraving jol>s at Union Buildings. 
He was a frequent visitor at my little home. Bridge of 
Dee, where he would arrive glorying over his splendid 
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smoke up the river side. I scarcely ever knew such a 
devotee of the clay pipe as James Edwards. He left 
Aberdeen in the fifties for Canada to join the literary 
staff of the Toronto Olobe, and his memory is recalled to 
me by a paragraph relating an incident in his career 
which I have jnst come across anew, probably nniqne in 
the story of pressmen. He had been appointed to a 
lucrative situation as official reporter in the House of 
Representatives at Washington, and on quitting his news- 
paper was presented with an address from the members 
of the Legislature of Upper Canada signed by seventy- 
four of the eighty-one members of which that body 
consisted, the presentation taking place on the floor of the 
Legislative Chamber by the Premier of the Government, 
the Hon. J. S. M'Dougall ! This gentleman spoke of Mr. 
Edwards in the most flattering language as the leading 
reporter in Canada. The address was accompanied by 
a gold watch and chain — with a silver tea and coffee set 
for Mrs. Edwards. It is many years now since I heard 
from my esteemed friend of earliest press days, but if he 
is in the land of the living I am sure he must be smoking. 
The Reverend David Milne, minister of Gilcomston 
Established Church, must be well remembered by a good 
many people for a very large congregation steadily 
worshipped in that somewhat antiquated kirk with its 
roof-touching "cock laft ". David was a thoughtful, 
homely preacher, but eccentric occasionally. He pos- 
sessed, moreover, an austere temper. Police Con^ 
missioner Alexander Yule, a member of his church, small 
in bodily dimensions but with as keen an intellect as 
Castlegate could boast, offended the parson in some 
way, and in the course of an early Sunday Mr. Milne 
directed personal attention to his injury. Mr. Yule was 
an ironmonger immediately east of Broad Street, brass 
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utensils being a speciality in his stock, and this is the 
veiled acute course in which the preacher carried out 
his grudge. Commenting on the 4th chapter of 2 
Timothy, he on coming to the 14th verse looked slyly at 
the pew occupied by the ironmonger, and very deliber- 
ately read, "Alexander the coppersmith did me much 
evil ; the Lord reward him according to his works ". 
The congregation enjoyed the scene — ^the victim didn't ! 
What, however, I wish to note now about Mr. Milne 
belongs to the January (1870), meeting of Aberdeen 
Presbytery. One of the members of Gilcomston Session, 
old touchy Francis Craigmile, writing master in the 
Town's School, and the minister cast out, and reached 
high words. The matter came incidentally out at the 
Presbytery, and got into the newspapers — one account 
stating that Mr. Milne had been ''admonished," and 
another that he had been " censured ". The minister 
was mad. The meeting being private no reporters were 
present, but the parson discovered that Craigmile was 
the informer. He was furious, and before witnesses 
designated his elder " a bitter wretch". For this character 
the assailed one immediately raised an action in the 
Sheriff Court holding the words libellous. The minister 
apologised for those words, but wrote in an un-com- 
forting strain to the offender : " You are an old man 
and must soon die. Will it smooth your dying pillow to 
have, as an elder, acted to me as you have done ? You 
must soon appear before a higher Judge than a Sheriff." 
The Presbytery looked upon this specimen of pulpit and 
pew amenities as an unseemly storm in a teapot, but the 
minister was mulcted in a fine of £5 5s. and expenses. 



CHAPTER LXXXI. 

At this time died Dowager Lady Dalrymple Horn 
Elphinstone of Logie-Elphinstone, in her seventieth year. 
As Miss Grace Hepburn, of an old Tx)thian family, 
deceased at the age of eighteen became throngh marriage 
connected with Aberdeenshire, and bore her baronet 
husband ten sons and five daughters. Her son, Sir 
James, we are pretty well acquainted with through 
railway promotion, and his lady mother, whose death is 
now before us, was in beauty, bearing and bounty of 
heart the very pattern of a courtly dame. In a fine 
notice of her departure which appeared in the Aberdeen 
Jowmah evidently from an English pen, the writer 
quoting from old Mathew Roydon with happy turn 
described Lady Dalrymple's virtues: — 



That sweet attractiTe kind of grace, 

A fnU assnrance given by lookes, 
Continnall oomiort in a face 

The lineaments of gospeU bookes. 
For sore that oonnt'nanoe cannot lie 

Whose mind is written in the eye. 

William Alexander (Johnny Oibb), whose Garioch 
upbringing lay in the neighbourhood of the Elphinstone 
residence, used to tell with much feeling a characteristic 
incident in the family. One of the sons of military rank 
fought through the Crimean War. On returning home 
he and his mother were quietly looking at some regimental 
equipment when the ageing lady happened to draw his 
sword a little bit out of its scabbard. Her face sud- 
denly paled : the blade was stained dark. Faintly she 

(390) 
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said, " Blood ! " The young soldier was taken aback, 
but gently answered, "Yes, dear mother, we were 
sorely pressed, and I had to do my duty — we all had ". 
There was a pathos in the reverent way my friend 
related the touching interview which cannot be written. 

The new Baptist Church, north end of Crown Terrace, 
was now opened. The building was after the design of a 
young local architect, Mr. James Souttar, and obtained more 
than ordinary attention and criticism. It was something 
original in this quarter, the designer following the models 
of Gilbert Scott, Wyatt, Street, and other eminent 
Gothic architects. The church cost only £1,600. If I 
do not err the Reverend Clarence Chambers was pastor. 

^The recently settled minister — H. M. Williamson — of 

Free High Church, Schoolhill , left. He received a call 

to Belfast. ^The Cambridge "Wranglership competition 

had again special interest for the North — two of the suc- 
cessful men being from our University, namely, William 
Duguid Stephen (4th), and George Henderson (6th). Mr. 
Stephen was the son of the parish schoolmaster of 
Glass, and Mr. Henderson belonged to the city. 

The Reverend William Jamieson, from Maxwell 
Parish Church, Glasgow, became assistant to Mr. 
Wilson, North Parish here. He was stalwart, earnest and 
hard-working, and won much love from his East-end 
flock. Mr. Jamieson made a kind of mild sensation by 
his public reading of a long original rhyme having for its 
subject the loss of the London steamer with many of the 
passengers and crew. She had on board Gustavus V. 
Brooke, the famous tragedian, bound for Australia, and a 
special pen-picture in the poem dwelt upon that gentle- 
man's dramatic action at the pumps as the vessel was 

sinking. The reference to public reading leads me to 

note that Miss Glyn, wife of E. S. Dallas of The Times 
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literary body, gave two Shakespearian recitals at this 
date, and that James R. Gibson, a townsman who had 
been on the English stage for some years, made a very 
successful maiden appearance on Marischal Street boards. 
"We will have him shortly again in Guild Street new 
theatre. 

" Mrs. John Ligertwood presided at the piano." What 
mixed memories that simple line awakens ! It occurs 
in a public reference to the Choir Festival of St. Mary's 
Church, Carden Place. The Reverend H. O. Jones was 
chairman, and others present were Reverend F. Kitchen, 
curate, St. Andrew's — an enthusiastic cricketer — ^William 
Dunn, advocate ; Doctor Smith-Shand ; Robert B, Home, 
stockbroker ; John Ligertwood, Sheriff-Clerk ; George 
Milne, Police Treasurer, well-known citizens — all now, 
save Mr. Dunn, departed hence. " Mrs. Ligertwood at the 
piano." The gracious lady. How willing she ever was 
to prove a ministrant in music. When, in 18S5, we began 
psalmody improvement in the East Church, Miss Jessie 
Kemp, as a member of the congregation, at once proffered 
assistance ; and then when our small body developed 
into the choir of 160 voices and started their public 
rehearsals which drew crowded audiences to the same 
building — ^there with loving companions, alas ! faded 
and gone — ^there in the front breast was faithfully found 
Miss Kemp at the baton hand of the conductor. Well 
do I remember her anxiety — we had no band — ^the first 
time we rose to the JIaUehyah Chorus with her words of 
thankfulness at the successful close. Yes, as Marie 
Corelli in one of her natural moments says : — 

Music alone can touch the fai>off height, 
Where shines the dear remembrance of the past 

My chorister friend not long after this married and I 
used to think there was no handsomer happier couple to 
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be seen on a Sunday morning on their way to St. Mary's 
Church than John Ligertwood and his whole-hearted 
wife. 

Psalmody : the reference once again to this subject 
calls for mention that a fresh endeavour towards im- 
provement was now revived under the auspices of the 
former general committee, and upon a somewhat novel 
plan. The aim was to form a Choir of One Thousand 
Voices, and arrange a series of weekly meetings on what 
was called a "gigantic scale". The proposal was put 
into immediate action, and proved popular — a number of 
clergymen and citizens of position giving evidence of 
interest in the work. Happily also many leaders of 
psalmody with their choirs afforded countenance and 
help by their presence. A series of ten meetings was 
fixed to be held in the large Music Hall weekly on 
Monday evenings. The organising business was enthusi- 
astically carried out by a special committee — Sheriff 
Comrie Thomson, chairman — which included a weighty 
complement of old devoted hands — none more devoted 
than Mr. Patrick Singer, to become President, a much- 
esteemed partner in the long-established bookselling firm 
of Messrs. Wylie, top of Bridge Street. This gentleman 
was one of the most kindly, unselfish souls that ever 
lived, always trying to do good. Again, the promoters 
were pleased to appoint me Musical Director, and the 
opening night found me planted on a platform erected 
in the centre of the big Hall closely surrounded by 
the Thousand Voices in sections — soprano, alto, tenor, 
bass. Everybody gave their labour free and so the 
ticket fees were low for the session of ten meetings — 
ladies and boys, sixpence ; gentlemen, one shilling. An 
altogether new feature of the experiment was the ad- 
mission of the public to the galleries of the Hall, at five 
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shillings first class seats for the session, and a small 
ni^tly charge for the other seats. The class music was 
mainly psalm and hymn tunes with short easy anthems, 
which I had under permission selected and put into 
handy form from William Smith's delightful People's Tune 
Book, the vastly popular Hymns Ancient and Modern^ 
The Bristol Tune Book (one of the best collections ever 
published), and other sources. There being no instru- 
mental aid save my smaU C pitch-fork, I had to occasion- 
ally sing the four *' parts " over to the thousand pupils, 
and, truth to tell, in that testing exercise about lost what of 
vocal tone I personally possessed. The ordeal was trying 
enough. The gallery audiences were watchfully inter- 
ested — ^and, no doubt, there would be a sprinkling of 
attentive, probably captious critics. But we pulled 
through, and it was glorious when the whole multitude — 
choir and audience — ^say a couple of thousand singers, 
joined in the psalm and hymn tune exercises. To 
myself it was a real joy. Ardent lovers of congregational 
praise drove miles to take part in the practisings. Once 
we tried accompaniment on the big organ, Mr. George 
Murray (now the able head of Aberdeen Parish Council), 
being the capable player, but lack of early voice training 
on the part of the class told against us and did not 
encourage repetition. The choir were apt and courteous, 
ever attentive to their musical director, and it is no vain 
boast to say that though now (1903) over thirty years have 
fled there is scarcely a single week passes that I do not 
receive kindly remembrance greeting from far and near 
regarding the Choir of One Thousand Voices. 



CHAPTER LXXXII. 

March the 29th was the anniversary of the birthday of 
Mr. John Angus, our always popular Town Clerk, who had 
now been close on thirty years in the public service. The 
Town Council and Harbour Commissioners worthily took 
occasion to mark the double event by entertaining that 
gentleman to dinner in the Town Hall — when tall George 
"Watson, of the West End Restaurant, quite outshone him- 
self in the splendour of the feast. Provost Leslie presided, 
and nothing but good fellowship pervaded the proceedings. 
The Chairman in giving the health of the guest said he 
was equally entitled to honour as friend , citizen, and public 
official. Mr. Angus in his reply dwelt, in happy terms, 
on the merits and characteristics of the many municipal 
magnates with whom he had been associated — ^always 

pleasantly associated. Mr. William Eraser, grocer. 

Union Street, whom we saw in November, 1856, a candi- 
date for municipal favour, died at this date aged seventy- 
five. He was one of the party who statedly used to meet 
for a social hour or two around James Adam of the 
Herald in the Lemon Tree Hotel — a kindly man, exceed- 
ingly hospitable at his small farm, Brig Ale House, 

Kintore. Mr, Robert Anderson, engineer under the 

Police Commissioners, was appointed City Surveyor by the 

same body. ^The Association for the Improvement of 

the Poor came into existence at this period, and has 
steadily proved a blessing to very many of our humbler 
families who shrink from taking advantage of parochial 

support. The committee of management was formed of 
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benevolent gentiemen of all denominations — many of 
whom are now gone but their works do follow them, the 
Association being as strong and successful in its charitable 

labours as in its youth. ^Amongst the musical events 

of the season may be mentioned the production of 
Mendelssohn's Oratorio St. Paul by the Choral Union, 
with the principals of the Corri Opera Company, then 
occupying the boards of Marischal Street Theatre, as 
soloists. It was a superior performance throughout, and 
greatly pleased a crowded audience. 

We now come to another stage of what may well be 
called the interminable Torry Farm dispute. It had been 
the predominant note in town affairs for months on 
months, but at this period it wakes the echoes of Stone- 
haven Court House where the struggle is to be fought 
out before a balloted Jury. Thirteen good and true men 
— a dozen of them substantial farmers, with one merchant 
banker, worthy John Malcolm, Banchory-Teman, are 
duly sworn by Sheriff Dove Wilson the presiding judge. 
The immediate object of the trial is to settle the value of 
the second half of the land required by the Aberdeen 
Harbour Commissioners for contemplated improvement 
purposes. Naturally the Jury desire to see and consider 
what they are to adjudicate upon, and so they hie them 
off per special train for the Haugh of Torry. After a 
brief business examination of the land, a return is made 
to Stonehaven Court House where the taking of the evi- 
dence at once commences. The Solicitor-General (Mr. 
Kutherfurd Clark) and Mr. William Watson, Junior 
Counsel, with Mr. Francis Edmond, appear for the pro- 
prietors ; Sheriff A. B. Shand, with Mr. Robert Johnston, 
Edinburgh, for the Harbour Commissioners. The trial 
lasted from Tuesday 26th till Saturday 30th April, during 
which time over fifty witnesses were examined. There 
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was frequent cross-questioning, much of it very pointed 
and exhaustive. Sir Alexander Anderson occupied nearly 
a couple of days— cool, collected, ready. Of the half 
hundred gentlemen put into the box, the larger proportion 
belonged to Aberdeen City and Kincardineshire. The 
course of the trial excited warm interest and speculation 
— ^while the result awakened wonderment and jocularity. 
He that wins may laugh. The entire farm had been 
bought by Sir Alexander, Mr. George Mihie of Kinaldie, 
and Mr. John Blaikie, advocate, for £15,000 ; priced at 
£28,000 in 1864 ; the Haugh portion had later on been 
offered by Mr. Edmond for £11,000 odds, and now the 
Jury through their Chancellor, Mr. William Alexander, 
Bent of Haulkerton, give this deliverance : '* For the 
value of the land taken, whether the foreshore belonged to 
the proprietor or not, £3,189 7s. 6d., and for the damage 
done by the separation of the land taken from the rest of 
the estate £100, with interest from 10th December, 1869, 
till paid*'. It will be remembered that the Harbour 
Commissioners considered the claim of the proprietors 
far too high, and offered £3,000 ; while Mr. Clutton, the 
London arbitrator, put the value, according to the land 
required, at £6,500 or £5,500. It was calculated by out- 
siders that the cost of the thirty-one and a half acres, 
including sum for compulsory sale and law expenses, 
would reach £10,000. So far as I can fathom, of the 
whole of the home gentlemen who gave evidence in this 
bitterly contested settlement, only one now (1903) abides 
amongst us — Mr. David Sinclair, the retired laird of 
Loirston, while G. F. Cruickshank, now long resident in 
London, is the only other sworn living witness of the fray. 
There was sincere and general regret at the death of 
Mr. William McCombie, Editor of the Free Press. The 
event took place at the family city residence on the 6th 
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of May. He had reached his seventieth year. I have 
ah-eady recorded my early press intimacy with Mr. 
McCombie, and now gladly add that the friendship then 
formed continued to the last. He differed frequently 
with brother journalists, but always as a gentleman, 
being incapable of writing a line that would hurt the 
feelings of his opponent or trench upon private life. 
He did not require to adopt such a doubtful course. 
Apart from his newspaper pen work, Mr. McCombie 
was the author of several volumes all characterised 
by high moral tone. Perhaps the best known of these 
are Hours of Thought; Unity and Schism and the 
Memoirs of Alexander Bethwne. In his newspaper leaders 
Mr. McCombie dealt much with educational matters 
and social reform, while as the practical Alford farmer 
his opinions on agriculture were much valued. My 
familiar friend from early pencilling days' endeavour — 
'W^illiam Alexander — now became the leading light of the 
Free Press, and not only maintained the steadily growing 
influence of the paper but enhanced its popularity in 
every way. 



CHAPTER LXXXIII. 

The members of the united diocese of Aberdeen and 
Orkney met for the purpose of considering the admission 
of the laity into synods, and passed a somewhat lively 
time. There was a large attendance of clergy and 
canonical representatives, churchwardens and vestry- 
men of the various congregations throughout the diocese. 
They assembled within St. Andrew's Church School with 
Bishop Suther presiding. He delivered a long pre- 
liminary charge, and the other leading speakers were Dr. 
George Grub, Aberdeen ; Major Ramsay of Barra ; the 
Reverend Messrs. Walker, Monymusk ; Rankin, New 
Deer; Leslie, Meiklefolla ; Christie, Turriff ; Comper, Aber- 
deen, etc. The following notice by the Very Reverend 
Dean "Wilson was adopted unanimously : " That the 
Bishop be requested to call a general Synod to consider 
and determine upon the question of the admission of the 
laity to a greater share in the management of the church ". 

This concluded the proceedings. ^The Commissioners 

of Supply held a brief meeting — Mr. Irvine of Drum, 
convener, in the chair. There was a very limited at- 
tendance of members. The chief matters under discussion 
were the payment of Procurator-Fiscals and the Game 
Laws Bill. 

For several months a Committee of the Established 
Presbytery had been investigating into a/ama concerning 
the Reverend John Wilson Hepburn, of St. Clement's 
Parish Church. He was accused of " dnmkenness and 

conduct unbecoming a minister of the Gospel". The 
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case now came before the Presbytery. The libel included 
charges ninning from October, 1865, to January, 1870, 
under five coimts. There was a good attendance of mem- 
bers — Reverend John Milne, Holbum Parish, moderator. 
Mr. William Paul, advocate, appeared for the Presby- 
tery, and Mr. Peter Cooper, advocate, was in defence — 
well-matched counsel. The accused pastor was a little 
affable gentleman, an acceptable preacher and well-liked 
by his congregation. These latter personalities both legal 
agents alluded to with courteous sympathy and favour. 
Mr. Paul in concluding his charge said the Presbytery 
must treat Mr. Hepburn as a brother — ^with tenderness 
and justice. Mr. Cooper asked the members to bear in 
mind that the character and forttme of his client were at 
stake ; that he was one of themselves ; was a self -made 
man ; a gentleman, at least by habit and education ; 
the support of an aged father, and that he had been 
proved by the general evidence of friend and foe in this 
case to have been hitherto a strictly sober man and a 
faithful minister. The learned gentleman spoke for five 
hours. The five counts were treated seriatim. Two of 
these came especially under review, namely, Mr. Hep- 
bum having been met in a state of intoxication on 
Sabbath morning, 19th December, by two fishermen who 
helped him to church, but being unable to conduct 
the services, his assistant, Mr. Frater, had to preach ; 
and, second, regarding the baptism of a bairn. The 
erring minister had some staimch friends in the Presby- 
tery, and they stuck by him gallantly. Amongst this 
number was Joseph Henderson, the usually easy-going, 
dreamy pastor of Greyfriars, who delighted many listeners 
by the way he threw aside his languid, comatose bearing 
and delivered himself of a long, spirited address in 
defence. Frank, kindly William Thomson, of Belhelvie 
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Parish, followed, and spoke in a strain that caught and 

held the ear of the reverend court. He put the brethren, 

even the contentious, in good humour. 'Twas this that 

stirred him : one of the opposing witnesses, Alexander 

Rennie by name, blacksmith by business, and a member 

of Fittie congregation, went to his minister about getting 

a child christened and found him, he said, intoxicated. 

When urged to describe the state Mr. Hepburn was 

exactly in, Rennie answered — **Well, he was pretty 

well on". (" Pretty well to do," interpolated Dr. Paul, 

Banchory-Devenick.) **It is the same thing" (quoth 

Mr. Thomson, and proceeded), "If discipline is to be 

exercised on a man because he is 'pretty well on or 

pretty well to do,' there are few ministers in connection 

with our own church, or other churches, and very few 

elders, however high they may hold their heads, to 

whom at a time a word might not be said by this court 

or other courts." This opinion, curiously enough, 

seemed to be quite acceptable amongst the reverend 

judges. By 17 votes to 11 the count was found proven. 

Of this 17 I can think but of 2 who are now living, — 

Reverend Henry Cowan, and John S. Stuart, elder, both 

then and still true and honoured sons of the Old Zion. 

Of the 11 for referring the matter aim/plidter to the General 

Assembly just one remains moving heartily about in our 

midst — David Sinclair of Loirston. A number of the 

minority in the vote entered their dissent from the finding, 

and Mr. Cooper protested and appealed to the coming High 

Court in Edinburgh. Here it duly was raised when Dr. 

Phin, whose word was then powerful in that arena, moved 

the deposition of the offender from the ministry. Rev. 

William Masson, Culsalmond, proposed a milder course 

— suspension for six months, but later on withdrew his 

amendment, and the fatal motion was imanimouslyadopted. 

26 
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Aberdeen had also special business in the assembly 
" over the way ". Ten candidates were before the Court 
there for the vacant Hebrew Chair in our Free College, 
two of them distinguished young northerns — Mr. S. D. F. 
Salmond, Barry, nominated for the office by fifty-two 
Presbyteries and thirteen Synods, and Mr. W, Robertson 
Smith, Edinburgh, sent forward by forty-eight Presby- 
teries and twelve Synods. The first-named was now 
proposed for the Chair by Doctor W, 'VT'ilson, seconded 
by Captain Shepherd, Aberdeen. Mr. Smith had for 
nominator and seconder Mr. ^S^alker, Camwath, and the 
Earl of Dalhousie. Several other gentlemen were voted 
upon, and the final division showed 291 for Mr. Smith 
and 152 for Mr. Salmond. No record from me is neces- 
sary regarding the outstanding after career of the new 
Professor or of his scholarly contemporary. 

Lord Provost Leslie's proposals anent the Town 
Council and the Police Board amalgamating in their 
municipal duties were now discussed at great length by 
the latter body. His Lordship submitted figures from 
other cities regarding expenditure of management which 
were strongly controverted by Baillie Shirres, as Convener 
of the Finance Committee, John Airth, and other needed 
strict guardians of the economical Joseph Hume order. 
They pointed out that the Town Council spent pretty 
nearly as much for collecting £8,000 of Burgh Assessments 
as the Police Commissioners did for getting in their £30,000 
of taxes. The Baillie maintained that the adoption of 
the Provost's proposals would be virtually an extinction 
of the Police Board, and moved resolutions to that effect 
He had his way by twelve votes to nine, but the Town 
Council dealt otherwise with the subject, and the amal- 
gamation was in due order effected. 

Three deaths occurred at this time calling for a note 
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— Mr. John Whyte, clothier, at the age of eighty-seven. 
He had in earlier years been Treasurer of the Town and 
Dean of Guild, but was best known in connection with 

the long-established firm of Simpson and Whyte. Mr. 

John Martin, the elder of the Martin Brothers, butchers. 
For many years deceased had been a house-confined 
invalid, but was frequently spoken about by agriculturists 
as having done much to advance the breeding and quality 
of stock in Aberdeenshire. He had reached sixty-three. 

^These two worthy citizens had well-nigh fully served 

their day and generation, but the other death, that of 
Andrew Moir, Cambridge tutor, took from us, in his very 
prime, a scholar of the most brilliant and promising 
parts. He was the name son of a medical townsman 
best remembered perhaps through record of the burning 
of the *'Burkin' Hoose" in St. Andrew Street, 1831. 
The young gentleman under notice carried many honours 
at our University, distinguished himself greatly in the 
Civil Service examinations, and stood Second "Wrangler 
at Cambridge. He was a youth of the most amiable 
disposition, never strong, and a universal favourite. I 
remember meeting him at Ballater when his end was 
not far off happy as a boy, comrade, companion and 
counsellor of a reading party of English college lads, 
and it was touching to mark how they clung about and 
affectionately tended him. Brilliant, loving and loved 
Andrew Moir : he had reached but twenty-six. 



CHAPTER LXXXIV. 

A SOMEWHAT ambitious move to establish MO^est-end 
Recreation Grounds was now made by a Glasgow 
entertainer named McLeod. The " pitch " covered most 
of the ground of the late Bridewell prison and surround* 
ings top of Rose Street, just about the present site of 
Messrs. Garvie's Joinery and Cabinet Works. Much 
was promised in the Variety Show way. Athletic sports 
and games ; feats of horsemanship ; balloon ascensions ; 
a fine band and so forth. There were large gatherings 
on the opening day and evening, but the arrangements 
did not come up to expectations, and the performances 

were not enjoyed as they might have been. A great 

and enthusiastic audience assembled to take part in the 
last meeting of the Thousand Voices Choir. It was 
under the patronage of Lord Provost Leslie, the Magis- 
trates, Sheriff Comrie Thomson, and the Infirmary 
Committee of Management. I may ventiure to say that 
the proceedings were marked by memorable success. 
The opinions written regarding the Choir's work took 
this turn : *' The singing showed continued improvement 
and gave hope of a new era in church music in Aber- 
deen". Much deserved praise was due and given to 
James Valentine, Patrick Singer, treasurer, and William 
Hendry, secretary, while, it may be presumed the 
Musical Director got his full complement of recognition. 
£34 odds were handed over to the Infirmary from the 
meetings. 

In what may be called the middle-class portion of 
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the citizens, as also in the more learned circles, there had 
not been for many years a better-known figure than Mr. 
John Ramsay, M.A., editor of the Aberdeen Journal, He 
died now in his seventy-first year. Taken all round, as 
the handy phrase goes, it need not be doubted that John 
— or to use the familiar title — " Johnnie " Ramsay, was 
one of the most accomplished men* our city could boast 
As a scholar, poet, wit, full of information old and new, 
and a master of graceful EInglish prose, it is not too much 
to venture the opinion that he had few equals in the north. 
Here is what William Forsyth, Ramsay's able successor 
in the editorial chair of the Journal, said in an appreci- 
ative article : '* John Ramsay possessed an admirable 
literary taste ; a clear discriminating judgment ; much 
humour, and remarkable powers of conversation. He 
was one of a band of witty humour-loving men of 
literary tastes and labours, who have almost all gone 
down the dark valley, leaving in some cases, a more than 
local celebrity, and many pleasant quaint memories be- 
hind them." This is most true, yet the man spoken of 
was not over-successful in gaining favour, and if he knew 
this, it is certain he did not care. His sarcastic manner, 
his power of reply so instant, keen and piercing fre- 
quently left the impression that he was bent on mild 
mischief and was in brief " a discontented body ". Many 
a down-taking rebuff and not a few valuable hints did 
John Ramsay give me and other young writing fellows. 
After such encounters it was amusing, it was likeable, to 
watch the little man leave the field pleased and proud 
bearing himself with quite a Napoleonic air of superior- 
ity. Mr. Ramsay had a small plump figure, fine features, 
a noble head, and there he went off enjoying his verbal 
victory over the opponents, his conscious triumph pro- 
claiming itself in the jimmy a-kimbo manner in which 
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he carried his constant companion — sl well-worn um- 
brella. A hundred good stories went the round on his 
death, few more illustrative of his temper than the one 
recounting how a well-known city lady went on a con- 
solatory visitation errand to him when he was lying ill in 
his bachelor lodgings, Marischal Street. Looking piti- 
fully at the patient with pill boxes and druggist phials 
near his bed, she sighed — "Ton are placing too much 
trust in medicine, Mr. Ramsay "• " Aye, aye,*' was the 
response, " aye, aye, all that's very good of you who never 
had a day's illness a' yer life." " Oh," his visitor went 
on, " but my time of trial and pain mil come." Think, 
reader, of the joy that must have beamed in the dying 
joker's eye as he instantly met his consoler with—" I'm 
nae sae very sure of that ; it's whom the Lord loveth 
that He chasteneth ". How like him ! Our friend took 
a great and studious interest in campanology, and we 
have a miniature pen-picture of him in our earlier 
volume stripped and at work in St. Nicholas Church beU 
tower helping the ringers there. This interest never 
quitted his thoughts, for amongst the last words he was 
heard to mutter were, "These bells are not rightly 
placed". Mr. Ramsay had published a good deal of 
poetry, nothing finer perhaps than the beautiful lines 
"To my Aunt". They appeared originally in Black- 
wood's Magazine and were greatly admired. Dr. Dean of 
Guild Alexander talker, the author's loving literary 
executor, gives them in his Selected Writings of John 
Bamsay, a delightful volume . 

Contention regarding a please-everybody site for a 
much needed Cattle Slaughter House being, as I write, 
much in the air, mention may be made that early in 1870 
an influential deputation waited upon Provost Leslie and 
presented a memorial signed by 1860 inhabitants setting 
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forth reasons against such a building being placed on the 
Inches (that is, say, just about where the railway waggon 
yards are now, 1903), Various other localities were 
named ranging from the Broad Hill to Kittybrewster. 
Police Commissioner Alexander Duffus, a member of 
a committee appointed to make inquiry as to what had 
been done in other towns, took a very active part in this 
matter and presented a valuable report thereon. The 
committee expressed the opinion that no scheme would 
be complete or satisfactory that did not embrace a Cattle 
Market and a Hide and Tallow Market with the properly 

equipped Slaughter House. ^An All-Comers Swimming 

Match took place in the Baths, Crooked Lane. The build- 
ing was packed and some exciting contests were witnessed. 
A working lad, "William Sutherland, belonging to the 
town, proved champion, and as time went on he did 
noble service amongst us through his powers and courage. 
He held for years the official post of *' Rescue " on our sea 
beach, and the stone at his grave in Allenvale Cemetery 
bears honourable record of his gallant deeds. 

Charles Dickens died at Gadshill, near Rochester, 9th 
June, 1870, aged fifty-eight. Seldom, if contemporary re- 
cord be accepted, seldom in the history of our country 
fell more unwelcome tidings on the ears of a nation. The 
tributes of the Press, alike at home and abroad, all lands, 
were instant, full, generous. The spirit of these tributes 
may be simply, shortly given in a single verse from 
Punch, and a few leader lines from the Scotsman : — 

Charles Dickens dead ! It is as if a light 
In every English home was qaenched to-day ; 

As if a face all knew had passed from sight, 
A hand all loved to press were turned to clay. 



" Come to his pages from the counter, the desk, the plough. 
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wiih however little book-leaming, and you said : ' This 
man wrote for me ; he likes pretty much what I like, and 
langhs at what I laugh '." 

The creator of Little Nell rests in Poets' Comer, "West- 
minster Abbey. 

After thirty-two years of splendid service in the 
interests of the sick and maimed, Doctor William Keith 
resigned his position of senior surgeon in Aberdeen 
Royal Infirmary. I have, in some former pages, spoken 
of his standing in his profession, and his out-of-duty 

relaxations. In connection with the Hospital let me 

note that the agitation anent the working classes being 
more fully represented in the management was now 
renewed. The principal mover, William Craibe Angus, 
shoemaker. Union Street, was in later years much heard 
of in Glasgow as a fine art expert and dealer, also as a 
chief promoter of the remarkable and costly collection of 
the poet Bums' works and manuscripts publicly exhibited 
in the Western city. Angus died in 1899, aged 69. 



CHAPTER LXXXV. 

HoLBURN Cricket Ground presented an inviting appear- 
ance. Play practice had been going on briskly, the 
obliging professional, Andrew Higgins, having everything 
in excellent order. This smart little groundsman has 
now for some thirty-five years been regularly at his post, 
familiar with and liked by all followers of bat and balL 
He has seen a lot of play and many players, but never 
till this season — 1903 — ^had he known the Aberdeenshire 
with, in addition to himself, a couple of professionals — 
Johnson and Young, Englishmen both. The "noble 
game " prospers amongst us. One of the first noticeable 
matches in 1870 was between the " Aberdeenshire " and 
the ** University," and some still well-remembered names 
claim recognition. The principal scorers in the Club 
Eleven were Alec Eraser, teacher (then a most reliable 
bat), with 18 and 37 ; F. Manson, 33 and 18 ; J. F. 
Lumsden, 1 and 25 ; Rev. F. Kitchen, 6 and 13 not out. 
On the University side (they only had one innings) , G. £• 
Walford had 28 ; E. N. Carless, 19 ; R. Parris, 13 ; ^. R« 
Pirie (now the popular parish parson of Nairn) got 9 

and bowled finely , ^The "Wapinschaw this year showed 

rather a falling off in attraction. There was no Review ; 
there were murmurs of dissatisfaction at the continued 
use of the old Enfield rifles, and the weather was un- 
favourable. The Queen's Cup was won by Corporal 
Taylor 7th Elgin, and the Fyvie men carried off the 

Bugle. The Long Range prize was taken to Inverness 
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by Sergeant Ferguson, and Captain Walker landed the 
Short Range honour at Portlethen. 

To the warmly expressed regret of City and Shire 
alike Mr. Francis Cochran, advocate and Collector of 
County Rates, was now called away at the age of sixty- 
one. The death was quite unexpected, his illness covering 
only about a week. Having already attempted a brief 
sketch of the greatly respected proprietor of Balfour, I 
need only now add the weighty testimony recorded by 
another pen — "Francis Cochran lived the life of a 
righteous man, and died as he had lived ". The official 
vacancy thus caused soon brought several candidates 
into the field, and canvassing for the CoUectorship be- 
came active. The interest displayed may be indicated 
by the statement that no fewer than one hundred and 
thirty-one Commissioners of Supply were present in the 
County Hall on the day of election. Mr. Irvine of Drum, 
Convener, was in the chair, and after discussion as to 
amount of salary — finally fixed at £400 — Sir James 
Burnett, Baronet of Crathes, proposed Mr. James 
Forbes Lumsden, advocate, Mr. William Leslie of 
Warthill seconding. Sir James D. H. Elphinstone, 
Baronet, M.P., nominated Mr. Alexander Cochran, advo- 
cate, son of the late collector, and Lord Provost Leslie 
seconded. Colonel Gordon of Fyvie then brought 
forward the name of Mr. John Grant Leslie, who, he 
said, had been the well-tried servant of the Cotmty for 
many years. Mr. Dingwall Fordyce of Brucklay, M.P., 
seconded. The vote was taken without delay — ^the room 
was very full — and resulted thus : Mr. Cochran, 66 *; 
Mr. Lumsden, 35 ; Mr. Leslie, 26. Four Commissioners 
did not make record, and Mr. Cochran having a clear 
majority was declared successful. 

Forty years ago Aberdeen could count at least half-a- 
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dozen real street originals, or characters, very varied in. 
appearance and habits. Amongst them " Blin Bob " with 
his personal reflections and rhymes ; *' Red Tappet Hielan. 
Geordie," cattle drover and kirk attender ; " Feel Roddie," 
more of the dafty than the fool ; " Sawdust Calder, the 
Birse Fiddler," and last, and least in stature, '*Pizzie 
Grant," a being of all kinds of orra work. Pizzie was the 
most likeable of the lot, for though a dwarf of under four 
feet he was well-featured and of shapely form. What a 
conceited thing he was ! When he had a drop in his 
noddle he strutted along proud as a peacock, and got into 
scrimmages through boorachies of loons — myself included 
— mimicking his attempts to walk at his full height ! In 
early days Pizzie was a street coal dealer with a shelty 
and cart of his own, but the drink mastered him and he 
now died in St. Nicholas Poorhouse, at, I should think, 
some years over the three score. Poor, canty Jeemsie 
Grant. When he was on his best behaviour there was a 
tidiness about the wee body attractive to observers of 
character, and he was missed. 

While the members of Aberdeen Established Presby- 
tery were squabbling over the payment of the legal 
expenses incurred in the Hepburn St. Clement's Church 
case, the office bearers of that place of worship had been 
busy looking out for a new pastor. They were fortunate 
in their endeavours, for at the August meeting of the Town 
Council, the patrons of the charge, intimation was made 
that the congregation had unanimously resolved to re- 
commend the appointment of the Reverend George Forbes 
Philip, M.A., minister. Parish Church, Skene, to fill the 
pulpit. This young clergyman's name was not unknown in 
Aberdeen, and Provost Leslie congratulated the congrega- 
tion on having secured so able and efficient a pastor. 
The Council were unanimous in the appointment, and 



412 ABBRDBBN RBMINISCBNCBS [1870 

the new minister became a favourite at once. He was a 
most engaging preacher, simple, earnest, ever instructive, 
«ver encouraging. From 500 the congregation rose to 
2000, and there was great regret when he was called by 
the Presbytery of Deer to take pastoral care of the Parish 
Church there. Serious division had been caused in that 
congregation by a bitterly contested ministerial call, and 
Mr. Philip was considered the most likely man to bring 
about peace. He was successful, and became greatly 
liked by all in his new appointment. After a number of 
years' service in Deer, Mr. Philip retired from ministerial 
work and removed to Cults, Deeside, where he died in 
1900, aged 66. 

As the time drew near for filling the vacancy in the 
Infirmary Surgical Staff caused by the retirement of 
Doctor William Keith, there was much canvassing 
throughout the managerial body and not a little con- 
jecture amongst the public. Several young surgeons of 
first-rate parts were on the list of candidates — ^three of 
them with powerful local family influence. Only once 
before had I seen the Hospital Hall so crowded with 
voters. " Oh ! your elections. Treasurer," said a well- 
known county gentleman to me ; " I do have a warm 
leaning to the Infirmary, but I would shun if I could the 
appointment of your Doctors." All the same the Hospital, 
so far as I know it, has always been fortunate in the 
judgment exercised by the members of the Corporation. 
Here are the three men the court had prominently before 
them at this time, with the result of the voting : — 

Doctor Alexander O^ston 71 

Doctor Alexander Dyce Davidson 34 

Doctor Alexander Vans Best 28 

'Well-known when elected. Dr. Ogston steadily grew in 
reputation as a surgeon of outstanding skill. Ask the 
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students regarding "Sandy" — ^the favourite name for 
teacher — ^hear in later times general opinion upon 
Once, I remember, during a debate over a certain 
jpoint the name of the now eminent Professor of Surgery 
was referred to in a negative sense. "Well," firmly 
Temarked the frank English Materia Medica chief, *' "Well^ 
at any rate, we are all proud of him ! " 

Dr. Dyce Davidson succeeded Dr. Ogston as Oph^ 
thalmic Surgeon in the Infirmary, and died all too soon 
when lecturing to his students in the University Class 
Room. It was on the afternoon of 22nd October, 1886, 
when bright, open-hearted " Alec " Davidson, beloved by 
every one who knew him, the idol of his pupils, suddenly, 
at the age of 41, ceased labour " and was not ". May not 
Dr. Johnson's fine verse here find fitting application : — 

Then with no throbs of fiery pain, 

No cold gradation of decay, 
Death broke at once the vital chain 

And freed his soul the nearest way. 



CHAPTER LXXXVI. 

^HEN Colonel Farquharson of Invercauld, in 1864, 
brought his fair young wife from Auchincrniye, Ayrshire, 
it may be remembered from our notes, that unwonted 
enthusiasm was manifested over a wide district of Upper 
Strathdee. A very different feeling prevailed now. The 
gentle lady died at the early age of twenty-four. A 
fortnight previous she had given birth to a daughter and 
was progressing favourably when a terrific thunder- 
storm, lasting well over two days, so affected her that 
she sank under shock from pure weakness, Mrs. 
Farquharson had won the affection of all her Highland 
neighbours, and her departure was greatly lamented. 

She left a family of two sons and two daughters. ^At 

this date also lower Deeside lost a generous benefactress 
in the person of Mrs. Thomson of Banchory, widow of 
the late Convener of the County. She was a daughter 
of a past chief magistrate of the city, Provost Alexander 
Fraser, merchant and corn factor, 1815. By her decease 
some £30,000 went to the endowment of Aberdeen Free 
Church Divinity Hall. 

Much grumbling continued over the high charges in 
the half-yearly gas accounts coming in unfailingly. In 
consequence an *' Amalgamated Committee," composed 
of members of the Council and other citizens, was formed, 
and on the motion of the Provost a remit was made to 
them to open communication with the Gas Company — a 
body of private gentlemen — to ascertain upon what terms 

the Town could acquire the Gas Works as they stood. 
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"MGliile this inquiry was going on the Company at their 
stated business meeting reduced the price of their manu- 
facture from 5s. lOd. to 5s. 5d. per thousand feet. ^The 

agitation in favour of a new post office waxing steadily 
warmer, Mr. Ayrton, of the Government Board of ^orks, 
came from London and visited various central quarters 
of the town spoken of as possible sites. A vacant feu 
west of Union Bridge was much in favour with a good 
many people, but a strongly put petition from merchants, 
bankers, manufacturers, shipowners, stockbrokers and 
others addressed to the Marquis of Hartington, Post- 
master-General, pointing out the superior advantages of 
the old Fish Market site prevailed, and after considerable 
delay was adopted. The choice provoked a deal of mock- 
ing remark. A couplet introduced in a farcical piece 
playing in the theatre called forth encoring applause and 
was much quoted. It ran, coming from the mouth of the 
Right Hon. Mr. Gladstone : — 

Yes ! for a site consult the people's wish, 
And build 'mid perfumes of departed fish ! 

Every Aberdeen man, woman and boy knew, in the 
years I am writing about — the early seventies — the 
hollow lying to the left-hand side of what is now the 
Whinhill road leading to Duthie Park and Allenvale 
Cemetery. That hollow was in bygone days called the 
" Round O," or Roy's Nursery, and was a popular 
resort, the proprietor having laid out the ground in an 
attractive manner, and permitted free admission to the 
orderly public. Mr. James Roy, so long a seedsman in 
Union Street, opposite Adelphi Court, was the owner, 
and now died at Rotunda Lodge aged eighty-one. He 
was a fine-looking, rosy-cheeked man, and in business 
saw a good bit before him. ^There was great grief 
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over the Haddo estates upon the reception of the tidings, 
towards the closing days of August, that the young Earl 
of Aberdeen had perished at sea. Possessed of a gallant 
roving nature, and greatly loving the mariner's life, he 
made himself a thoroughly qualified sailor, and throwing 
aside rank and name took the position of mate and then 
captain in the American merchant service. The Right 
Honourable George Gordon, Lord Aberdeen, was in the 
very flower of his manhood, twenty-nine, when swept 
overboard in a gale on the night of 27th January, 1870, 
during a voyage from Boston to Melbourne . 

While peace happily prevailed at home the country 
had been greatly concerned over the terrible war be- 
tween France and Prussia. Every new day brought 
tidings of how the conflict went on — ^the odds being 
generally against our nearest neighbours. The greatest 
names, military and ministerial holding command and 
position in the two kingdoms then in battle were familiar 
to every intelligent man in the street. The movements of 
Napoleon III., Bismarck, Moltke, Canrobert, Bazaine, the 
Crown Prince of Saxony, MacMahon, were followed 
with eager interest. Cheap maps showing the where- 
abouts and surroundings of the rival armies at Metz, 
Strasbourg, Sedan, Paris, accompanied by powerful 
descriptions of the field operations, were in circulation 
from the masterly pens of William Howard Russell of 
The Times, Archibald Forbes of the Daily News, and 
half-a-hundred other brilliant war correspondents. The 
interest increased to fever heat with the siege of the 
French capital — that city having at one period been shut 
up from the world for the space of twelve days. Then 
came the crowning fatalities of the conflict, the surrender 
of the French Emperor to the German King, with the 
whole army of Sedan prisoners ! It was a sad, a memor- 



1870] THE GREAT NORTH PROSPERING 417 

able chapter in the history of two great nations. I 
remember in a drive through Paris, and out to Versailles, 
the tokens of havoc meeting the eye were heart de- 
pressing. 

There was a large attendance at the October meeting 
of the Great North Railway shareholders. The old firm 
guide, Mr. John Duncan, advocate, "faced the music** 
from the chair. He was in high spirits and struck a 
jubilant note at once, thus : *' Since I had the honour 
of first appearing in this seat I do not think I have ever 
had occasion to come forward with more satisfaction to 
produce a report to the shareholders". This was 
welcome news and received with warmth. He then 
proceeded to give figures showing the standing of the 
Great North in the money market through the position 
of the floating debt. What was the progress made in 
wiping off this debt ? " Now (he said) I wish you to look 
back for three years when you will find the amount of 
this charge to be £388,000, and we were paying interest 
at the rate of £10,000 every half year. Well, now, in 
this third year after that state of things by careful and 
anxious administration we are in a position to tell you, 
the shareholders, that our floating debt is reduced to 
£32,674 and that in place of £10,000 of interest in the 
half year we are paying just £611." The reader can 
easily conceive how pleased both speaker and listeners 
were at this stage — and with what contentment they 
heard a lengthened speech of explanatory detail. Mr. 
Badenach Nicolson of Glenbervie in seconding the 
adoption of the report, said he thought Mr. Duncan had 
very good reason to congratulate the meeting on the 
progress the Company were making. True enough the 
Great North was not yet a highly prosperous concern, 

and it must be a considerable period before it could be 

27 
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so — ^but progress had begun. Mr, Nicolson was one of 
the very best speakers at meetings of this business 
nature, or at the after-dinner flow of soul period, ever 
heard in my reporting days in Aberdeen. There was an 
ease, a brightness in his manner of delivery always 
engaging. It was a pleasure when his *' turn '* came. 
Somewhat below the medium height and not prominent 
when sitting, his appearance, when he rose, never failed 
to command attention. His utterance was, say, some 
110 to 115 words per minute — ^the words coming forth 
unhesitatingly and fully formed. The Laird of Glen- 
bervie was master of his matter. He was a comparatively 
young counsel at the date I am writing about, but giving 
great promise at the Bar, and many people were surprised 
when he retired from public court practice for other 
more private legal duties. But let us back to the Royal 
Hotel and finish our railway business. This was accom- 
plished satisfactorily, the meeting unanimously agreeing 
that in place of renewing the ambiguous honorarium of 
£400 to Mr. Duncan, his services should be recognised 
by a certain stated payment of £200 yearly. 

The cricket season was now drawing to a close. 
There had been some excellent matches, both at home 
and on other grounds — one at Inverness, the Aberdeen- 
shire visiting the Northern Counties Club. In their first 
and only innings our men ran up a total of 180, the 
Northerns reaching but 173 in their double turn with the 
bat. The chief scorers in the winning eleven were Pepp^, 
43 ; Dunbar, 34 ; and G. L. Thomson (an excellent 
" point "), 31. Foote Lumsden had ten wickets. Perhaps 
the feature, however, of the game was the fine scientific 
play on the northern side of a young officer. Lieutenant 
Barron, 16 and 41. A. B. Fisher also was successful — 21 
and 12. ^The home match Town versus County, drew 
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a good many spectators to Holburn Ground. It was to 
be a two days' contest, but a mist so dense came down 
that the stumps had to be drawn during the second 
innings of the County. Several of the men on both sides 
were in their best form. For the Town A. C. Keith had 
18 and 37 runs ; W. Pepptf, 43 and 18 ; G. L. Thomson, 10 
and 19 ; A. Fraser, 45, and T. Sinclair Spark, 20 and 14. 
On the County side, before the mist prevailed, *W. L. 
Davidson, had 18 and 4. He was bowled on both oc- 
casions by A. R. Dunbar, a capital trundler from Huntly. 
My esteemed old friend Tom Spark was a safe and sure 
all-round disciple of the " noble game " till, to the sorrow 
of his comrades, darkness fell upon him. But meet him 
at his delightful country home — ^Banchory — and he will 
still hold his own regarding the best things doing with 
bat and ball at the Oval, Lord's, or Sydenham . 



CHAPTER LXXXVII. 

Matters municipal were occup7ing but little attention, 
there appearing for the vacancies occurring in the Council 
only the needed number of aspirants for office, namely — 
First Ward : Police Commissioner Inglis, Messrs. George 
Tough, draper, and George Hutchison, grain merchant. 
Second "Ward : Baillie James Ross and Mr. Robert Glegg, 
ironmonger. Third "Ward : Baillie John Eraser and 
Police Commissioner James Walker. These gentlemen 
accordingly took the empty seats. At the Town Council 
election, which immediately followed, William Daniel 
was made Fourth Baillie, and Baillie George Robb was 
transferred to the Treasurer's chair, vacant through the 
retirement of WilUam Lumsden, who, peace-abiding man, 
was sadly tired of recent party squabblings. The new 
Treasurer was proprietor of the estate of Pittrichie, and 
Councillor Peter E^lemont, in speaking of him, said that 
from his social status and business position, Mr. Robb was 
well fitted to hold the purse strings of the city of Aberdeen. 
Everybody agreed. He was further an efficient member 
of the Infirmary and Asylum Committee of Management 
with a superabundance of time on hand. The consequence 
was that he would be the first at all meetings, and wish- 
ful to be primed would to my vexation disturb my care- 
fully arranged agenda documents. But I understand it 
is the unhappy experience of officials generally that 
members of Boards with too much time at command 
cannot, as a rule, be looked upon as blessings in business. 

Treasurer Robb was a hospitable gentleman, and a most 

(420) 
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diligent snuffer, as was his steadfast friend, Baillie Robert 
Urquhart, a man of superior strength. It was amusing 
to note the constant exchange of boxes that took place 
between these two familiars as business proceeded. Mr. 
J. W. Barclay, at the Council meeting we have drifted 
from, declined, though much pressed, to continue Shore- 
master. Undoubtedly he was the right man in the right 
place in that important rdle, and devoted much labour to 
the duties of the office. Opponents considered his pro- 
gressive tendencies too rampant, but all acknowledged 
his ability. He now accepted the easier post of Master 
of Guild Brethren's Hospital. 

With the fall of the year *' the Reaper whose name is 
Death " was busy amongst us. James Giles, R.S.A., died at 
the beginning of October, at the age of 70. He gave early 
indications of artistic excellence, and, indeed, it may be 
said that for many years his name was the first to be 
mentioned when Aberdeen living painters were the sub- 
ject of conversation. There was much sameness in his 
work, but the fruit of his brush was always pleasant, and 

found ready place in many local private collections. 

Mr. Alexander Jopp, advocate, proprietor of 'Woodhill, 
who followed soon, was weU-known alike in Town and 
County. Apari from his profession he devoted consider- 
able attention to agriculture and he held the office of 
Clerk to the District Salmon Fishery Board. He had 

reached 67. ^Mr. George Yeats, draper. Union Street, 

was one of the fine old school of merchants, always the 
gentleman inside or outside the counter. He was the 
father of Mr. Alexander Yeats, advocate, sometime as- 
sistant Town Clerk, who inherited to the full all the 
graces and manner of his respected sire. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Knight Erskine of Pittodrie, whom we have so 
frequently met on the Links in command of the local 
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volunteers, was no more to be seen. He died suddenly of 
apoplexy in the Northern Club, 16th November, at the 
early age of 57. In all walks of life Colonel Erskine was 
greatly esteemed as a gallant gentleman and a generous 

landlord. Another man of some mark in educational 

circles was now missed — the Reverend Andrew Scott, 
Professor of Oriental Languages in Aberdeen University, 
an office he had filled since 1847. " Hebrew " Scott knew 
no distinction of persons. He was one of the humblest, 
homeliest souls that ever entered a University class-room, 
and was greatly liked. Latterly he took up his residence 
in the Douglas Hotel and there enjoyed every comfort 
a bachelor could desire. He looked a hale hearty man 
of 70, but died suddenly while on a visit to friends in 
Fife. 

Turn we[[now to a lively scene in the Town Council. 
They had been discussing the weary, wordy Guildry Bill, 
and harassing good-natured, plucky Dean Hugh Ross. 
In defending his position he made an effective speech, and 
concluded in these words : *' The middle and upper classes 
have a right to representation, and the only person repre- 
senting them here is the Dean of Guild ". (Laughter and 
cries of " Oh, Oh ".) 

Councillor Matthews — ^My Lord Provost, we cannot 
allow such a slur to pass : it is positively disrespectful to 
the other members of the Council. 

Councillor Barclay — I don't think that the Dean of 
Guild should be allowed to go on speaking and insulting 
the Cotmcil in such a manner. 

Councillor Matthews — I think that what the Dean has 
said is a downright insult, and I call upon the Lord 
Provost to make him retract what he has said. (Hear, 
hear, and applause.) 

The Dean explained that the franchise had passed into 
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the hands of a class far outnumbering all the others. That 
was all he meant to say. 

Cotmdllor Matthews — I must insist on the retractation 
of the Dean*s allegation that the higher classes have no 
representation here but in the Dean of Guild. (Applause.) 

Councillor Tulloch — ^What the Dean has said requires 
no explanation ; we must have a retractation. (Applause.) 

The Dean repeated his last explanation, adding that 
he was simply stating facts that were patent to all. 

Baillie James Ross — I think gentlemen will accomplish 
their own ends better by letting the matter stand. 

Councillor Matthews — ^I am not satisfied with the 
Dean's explanation. (Hear, hear.) I am determined not 
to be put down, and I shall stand here until the Dean of 
Guild retracts. 

The Dean — ^Well, you'll stand long enough ! (Laughter.) 

Councillor Matthews — ^Did you say that the higher 
classes of the community have no representation here 
but in yourself ? 

The Dean— Yes, I did. 

Councillor Matthews — ^Then I demand that you 
apologise. (Applause.) 

The Dean — ^Then I will do nothing of the sort. 

Councillor Barclay — ^e have here a sample of the 
Dean's manner of conducting business. I don't believe 
there could be a better or stronger argument than what 
we have seen and heard for the abolition of the Dean 
of Guild. (Applause.) 

The Provost — "Well, what do you say, Dean? Any 
explanation ? 

Councillor Matthews — We do not want explanation, 
it is retractation. 

Treasurer Robb — If he refuse , then we can decline to 
hear him. 
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The Provost — ^Well, he has explained, and I fhink we 
most hear him out. I think, however, he has spoken too 
strongly. 

The Dean — ^Then I will modify it. I mean that the 
middle and higher classes have now no power on account 
of their small number. Now, let that be it. (Laughter.) 

The din then quietened down. 



CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 

The Governors of *' Sillerton " entered upon the course 
which under the Endowed Hospitals (Scotland) Act, led 
to the educational and maintenance changes which in 
time transformed Robert Gordon's '* Hospital" into a 
"College". These changes affected the Charter and 
Rules, the mode of disbursing the funds, and the best 
manner of insuring the usefulness and efficiency of the 
Institution, so that it might be brought more into harmony 
with the social relations of the time« How advantage- 
ously this had been accomplished is known to all inter- 
ested in education, The Torry Farm case, of which 

people were becoming sadly tired, came up again and 
again. It was now in the Court of Session where an 
interdict regarding the purchase and payment of price 
occupied the judges for several days. The proceedings 
made by no means interesting reading. 

Keen agitation was caused by an attempt to shut up 
the river-side north path from the Brig o' Dee to 
Morrison's Bridge, Cults. The proprieter of the ground 
forming a portion of the path objected to parties using 
this attractive walk and took measures to prevent the 
enjoyment, A claim of right-of-way was immediately 
raised, the action being described as "an audacious 
invasion of the privilege of the public". At a largely 
attended meeting held in town the proceedings were 
made specially noticeable by an eloquent speech on the 
question of "Law as pertaining to Right-of-Way," de- 
livered by a townsman — Professor Hunter, of London 
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University. Petitions were sent to the Lord Advocate, 
and Colonel Sykes, and the attempt to shut up the path 
was, after a deliverance by the Court of Session, not 
further enforced. 

The Queen and Court had been sojourning at Bal- 
moral for several weeks when public interest became 
concentrated on the Highland home by the mtimation 
made therefrom that " Her Majesty had been pleased to 
declare her consent to a contract of matrimony between 
Her Royal Highness the Princess Louise Caroline 
Alberta, and John George Edward Henry Douglas 
Sutherland Campbell (commonly called the Marquis of 
Lome) " . The intelligence was received throughout the 
whole country — ^and specially in Scotland — ^with the 
greatest gratification. Historic record bore that 300 
years had passed since a subject had married a legitimate 
daughter of the sovereign of these realms, and the 
Queen's action was welcomed with enthusiastic loyalty. 
The Marquis of Lome was residing at the Castie, and 
the departure of the Court was delayed for some time 
through Princess Louise having strained her ankle. 
"When able to be removed, there was a record out-turn 
of the citizen families at Aberdeen (Ferryhill) Railway 
Station, and the reception of the Royal party was un- 
usually demonstrative. The Queen asked Lord Bridport 
to present Lord Provost Leslie, and interpreting the con- 
tinued cheering to be in honour of Princess Louise, Her 
Majesty was graciously pleased to express a fear that the 
Princess would not be able to come forward to ac» 
knowledge the compliment paid her . The Queen, how- 
ever, drew up the curtain of the centre carriage window 
where the Princess was reclining on a couch, and the 
delight of the assemblage on seeing her can be imagined 
— not described. Here is the pen-portrait given by 
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Edmund Yates, a popular litUrateur of the day, of the 
Marquis of Lome when he about this time appeared in 
the House of Commons : " He seemed so very young, and 
determined to look so very old ; complexion delicate and 
pink, finely cut and feminine features, a slight red 
moustache — ^his only facial adornment — ^genuine rufus 
locks, small ears, hands and feet ; a light and springy 
step, head high in the air, and a gait which expressed 
generally a full consciousness of the rights, titles and 
belongings of the Dukedom of Argyll '' . 

The installation of Moimtstuart E. Grant-Duff, M.P., 
as Lord Rector (second term) of our University now took 
place. The Music Hall was crowded to its full holding 
capacity. His address was long : a marvel in the width, 
breadth and variety of subjects presented. It was 
classical, artistic, mathematical, literary, political, with 
the ambitious statesmanlike ring throughout. It gave a 
listener the impression that what the Member for the 
Elgin Burghs did not know was not worth acquiring. 

Lewis Smith, bookseller, whom we have more than 
once in our first volume, though now out of municipal 
toil was still a trusted adviser in all questions affecting 
the prosperity of the town. In this relation he occupied 
the chair at an important meeting of citizens relative to 
the much-debated question of the best site for the new 
Post Office. Five sites were submitted for consideration, 
and as indicating the then price put upon property I 
quote figures : — 



Roy's Houses (now Union Chambers), Union Street 
Advocates Buildings, corner of Back Wynd 

Athenaewn Boildings 

Comer of St Nicholas Street and Correction Wynd 
Comer of Bridge Street and Union Street 



£11.500 
6,000 
8,000 
6.250 
5.000 



The meeting agreed that this information should be 
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placed before Mr. Warren, Post Office Local Surveyor 
to be communicated to the authorities in London. 

Doctor John Forbes, head of Donaldson's Hospital, 
Edinburgh, was presented to Aberdeen University Hebrew 
Chair. He was an exceedingly grave and reserved gentle- 
man, leading a quiet scholastic life. John Guthrie 

Smith, advocate, Sheriff-Substitute of Dundee, was ap- 
pointed Shenff-Principal in connection with Aberdeen 
and Kincardine. He was a tall, fair gentleman. I 
remember him in earlier years as chief reporter of the 
Caledonian Mercury, for a long period one of the very 

best of the Edinburgh newspapers. The Reverend 

Thomas Gilfillan, Blackfriars Congregational Church, 
left Aberdeen at this time under a call from a body of 
the same denomination at Croydon, London. He was a 

very earnest, devoted preacher. One goeth and another 

Cometh. The Rev. Henry William Bell, of Chalmers 
Church, Dundee, accepted the unanimous invitation of 
the Free High Church here, and has been amongst us 
ever since, labouring and loved. The duty of the 
ordinary summer day well over, Mr. Bell, as time ran on 
was, and is always a welcome visitant to Aberdeen 
Bowling Club Ground, where he plays a good steady 
ministerial game, highly esteemed by friend and foe 
around the enticing '' Jack ". I imagine our Free parson 
would make a worthy opponent to Doctor Cameron Lees 
upon the favourite Strathpeffer Wells Green frequented 
by the famous Edinburgh divine. 



CHAPTER LXXXIX. 

Promising efforts were making for the town obtaining 
the Gas "Works, the whole property of the private com- 
pany, who continued charging high, and steadily making, 
it was reckoned, a dividend of 18 per cent. Much cor- 
respondence took place between the Council and the 
Company — ^Mr. John Webster, advocate, appearing to 
great advantage in the manner he wrote and spoke for 
his fellow shareholders. 

Many people were interested, and a good few amused, 
over a trial commenced in the Court of Session in which 
two well-known and influential Old Aberdeen gentle- 
men were the litigants. My readers were some time ago 
introduced to Hugh Fraser Leslie, Esq. of Powis. I 
spoke of his manly, his amiable qualities, but made, if I 
remember rightly, no reference to his somewhat fiery 
disposition. It was there, however. Well, there arose 
variance and strife amongst the trustees of the Oldmachar 
Feuars anent the division of the commonty of Perwinnes. 
In this the Laird of Powis had a share. Mr. David 
Robert Morice, advocate, of whom note has also been 
made, was appointed agent in the case, and his way of 
managing matters gave mortal offence to Powis, who, 
thereupon, published in the papers a letter in which, 
as alleged, he falsely and calumniously represented Mr. 
Morice as being an untruthful, a dishonest person, a 
rogue in fact. The upshot was an action in the Court of 

Session with a claim for £2,000 in damages. The Lord 
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Advocate and the Solicitor-General appeared for the 
pursuer (Morice) ; and Sheriff Shand with Mr. Mac- 
donald for the defender (Leslie). The Lord President 
presided, and while the proceedings were comparatively 
brief they were occasionally lively. Only two witnesses 
were called for Mr. Morice — Mr. John 'Webster, advo- 
cate, and Mr. Richard Connon, shipowner. In a sentence 
or two both gentlemen expressed the opinion that Mr. 
Leslie's letter conveyed the imputation of Mr. Morice 
being a rogue. Kindly, pawky Dr. James Gordon, the 
Aulton physician-in-chief (he must have brought into 
that ancient burgh about, at least, half the inhabitants), 
the Doctor under examination by the Lord Advocate, 
deponed that Mr. Leslie was a man of very excitable, 
nervous temperament, and apt to use strong language, 
which people did not take much notice of. 

The Lord Advocate — Do you mean he is one of those 
whose tongue is no slander ? 

The Doctor— Well, yes. (Laughter.) 

The Lord Advocate — Is the letter to Mr. Morice a 
fair specimen of his mode of speaking? 

The Doctor — It is a very fair specimen. 

The Lord Advocate — ^What leads him to write in that 
way? 

The Doctor — Well, I attribute a good deal of it to his 
education in Jamaica. He got into that way there and 
has not been able to get it out of him here. 

The Lord Advocate summed up at considerable 
length in a closely reasoned, lightsome line, and the 
jury after a short retirement brought in a verdict for Mr. 
Morice with £100 of damages. The local charities were 
the principal participants. 

We had been served during the langsome nichts with 
quite a shower of good things in the way of amusements. 
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Signor Mario, the once famous Italian tenor, and Signor 
Savori, the reigning prince of violinists, with several fit 
companions gave a grand concert in the Music Hall. 
David Kennedy, still growing in popularity with lovers 
of homely Scottish song, was with us for several nights ; 
the Musical Association had been revived under Messrs. 
Latter, Justice and Laing ; admirers of equestrianism 
were enabled to enjoy the atbractions of the ring sacred 
to sawdust and saltation by attendance at the Newcombe 
Circus, Bridge Street ; the Choral Union had been pre- 
paring their Christmas Handelian strains, while the 
Theatre under Mr.' and Mrs. Price, had been striving, 
with only a short measure of success, to win popularity, 
and were now hopefully rehearsing, " regardless of ex- 
pense,*' the grand spectacular pantomime of ''The Sleeping 
Beauty of the World ". 

With the departure of 1870 there passed away one of 
the most notable citizens of Aberdeen — a gentleman who 
had been before the public for well nigh two generations — 
James Forbes, J.P., wholesale warehouseman. He has 
several times appeared in our pages, and every time in 
connection with matters pertaining to the prosperity of the 
town. What he put his hand to he did with might. 
There was scarcely an interest — mercantile, educational, 
political — ^but Baillie Forbes had at one time or another 
helped to strengthen, broaden, advance. It may not be 
claimed that he was always in the right, or very popular ; 
he had a form of expression, a determination of will, a 
turn of temper, that made this impossible, but through all 
this he did very potent service for his native city. A tall, 
firmly built figure, highly coloured in feature, quick in 
motion, and generally in a serious, thinking mood. 
Baillie James Forbes had begun magisterial life so far 
back as 1838, and it may be doubted if Aberdeen ever 
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had a more able or forceful occupant of its Bench than 
the first Baillie of 1842-1845. He died on the 29th 
December, 1870, in his seventieth year. 

After the Dean Hugh Ross breezy meeting the muni- 
cipal year passed away quietly. The Provost Leslie rule 
continued to predominate, though with Mr. Barclay's 
retirement it grew fainter in debating power. Baillie 
Urquhart was, however, an influence to be reckoned 
with, and Councillors Matthews and Esslemont were 
steady upholders of the same civic views. The sedate, 
compactly formed, thoughtful Baillie was not easily 
moved to anything like heat, much less anger. Tou 
looked into his almost colourless countenance and felt 
an assurance that here was a fair, nay more, a good man. 
Generally he allowed his ample dark hair to grow long 
and tangly, and I never see the later photographs of 
Robert Louis Stevenson, the novelist, but there come 
facial inklings of Robert Urquhart. Councillors Essle- 
mont and Matthews moved steadily forward in Council 
business, and were soon marked out for the positions they 
were destined some dozen years after to occupy. Amongst 
his familiars Provost William Leslie was accounted a 
keenly perceptive observer ; well read, a clear-headed 
man who had made the most and best of his education 
and opporttmities. These opportunities, it was under- 
stood, embraced frequent continental holidays with the 
valued teachings they afford in art and literature. I am 
not aware that Mr. Leslie ever became well known to the 
man in the street, so to put it, as our Chief Magis- 
trate, but he could be very affable, and, 'twas said, other- 
wise. Several important duties fell to his discharge 
during his busy day of office, including the conferring of 
the freedom of the town upon Mr. Gladstone in 1871, and 
the presentation of the Keys of the City to Her Majesty 
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Queen Victoria when she passed north to Dunrobin in 
1872. The ceremonies were marked by success and 
courteous grace. 

Having now gone over an equal number of years and 
.furnished the printer with a like bulk of matter to that 
constituting the First Volume of these Beminiseences, a 
halt may again be called in the pleasant pastime. In a 
Third Volume I may aim at reaching the dose of the 
Nineteenth Century, and so complete my Social, Civic, 
and Personal Pencillings of the Granite City. 
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— Lieutenant, 93rd, 164. 

— Dr. WUUam L., 162. 

Mackie, Alex., hotel keeper, 83^ 107. 
Mackintosh, WiUiam, 324. 
Macleod, Rev. Norman, 39, 131. 
Madure, Professor Robert, 292, 334. 
Macnamara, Lieut, 93rd, 84. 
MacphaU, Rev. Calder, 343. 
Macpherson, George, farmer, 185. 

— John, combnuucer, 115, ^8. 
— > Professor Robert, 292. 

Macrobin, Andrew, student, 109. 

— Professor John, 2. 
Maitland, Geoi*ge, book-agent, 91, 

172. 

— John, merchant, 311. 
Marischal CoUege, 19, 20. 
Marochetti, Biutm, sculptor, 67, 

147, 150. 
Marr, Mr., of UppermiU, 257, 842. 
MarshaU, Dr. James, 352. 
Martin, Alex., teacher, 156. 

— James, butcher, 12. 

— John, 403. 

Masson, Professor David, 237. 

— Rev. William, 401. 
Mathews, Charles, comedian, 362. 
Mathieson, Rev. Mr., Pofgue, 152. 
Matthews, Lord Provost James, 166, 

828, 832, 365, 378, 432. 
Maxwell, StirUng-, of Keir, 380. 
McArthur, George, teacher, 315. 
McCombie, Henry, farmer, 858. 

— WiUiam, M.P., 12, 85, 175, 196, 

302, 329, 331, 341, 342, 358. 

— WiUiam, Fne Press, 397. 
McCuUoch, Rev. Colin, 72, 81, 262. 
McDonald, J. P., painter, 113. 
McFarlane, Archibald, " rescue," 35. 
McHardy, BaiUie David, 25, 95, 299. 
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Mclnroy, Colonel, 227. 
McKinnon, LachUn, advocate, 82, 
349. 

— Lachlan, ironfounder, 52, 09, 

99, 193, 371. 
McLean, Samuel, bookseller, 93, 

234. 
McLein, Mr. and Mrs., players, 

102, 139, 203, 204. 
McLeod, Robert, tinsmith, 203. 
McLewie, Thomas, musician, 71. 
McQuibban, Dr. Charles, 35. 
Meams, Rev. W., Kinneff, 190. 
Mechanics* Hall, 20. 

— Institution, 53. 
Medico-Chirurgical Society, 102, 230. 
Mee, Rev. George, 201. 

MiliUry theatricals, 03, 347. 
Mibie, Rev. David, 388, 389. 

— George,- of Kinaldie, 40, 73, 

117,108, 195,352,397. 

— George, police treasurer, 241. 

— George, & Co., timber mer- 

chants, 303. 

— J. D., junior, advocate, 155. 

— John, auctioneer, 80. 

— John, assessor, 05, 380. 

— Rev. John, 400. 

— Robert, C.B., Great North Rail- 

way, 3. 

— William, accountant, 3, 09. 
Minto, Professor William, 318; 
Mitchell, Adam, builder, 150. 

— James, postmaster, 380. 

— Rev. John, St. Fergus, 221. 
Moir, Andrew, tutor, 403. 

— Dr. James, 7. 

— John, & Sons, merchants, 353. 
MoncreifF, Dean of Faculty, 307, 

331. 
Morice, Arthur D., advocate, 120, 
122. 

— David R., advocate, 270, 349, 

429. 
Morrison, Alex., draper, 35, 95. 

— \trs., matron, 241. 
Murison, Professor A. F., 380. 
Murray, John, student, 109. 

— George, merchant, 894. 

— William, student, 20. 

Nbavbs, Lord, 807. 
Neil, Rev. Mr., Glengaim, 324. 
Nelson, John, actor, 104. 
New Post Office, 380, 415. 

— Town House, 92. 

— Market, 131. 
New Water Works begun, 178. 



NtchoUs, Henry, elocutionist, 109. 
Nicol, Lord Provost Alexander, 99, 

159, 238, 279, 280, 283, 312, 

327, 340, 375. 

— Dr. George, 2, 80. 

^ James Dyce, M.P., 207, 220, 

343. 
Nicolson, J. Badenach, 418. 
Niven, Professor Charles, 108, 293. 

— William, wrangler, 250. 
North, Brownlow, lay preacher, 

100. 
North of Scotland Bank, 194, 319. 

— Scotland Railway, Great, 39, 08, 

209, 300, 300, 319, 372, 417. 
Northern Agricultural Society, 108, 
175, 232. 

— Co-operative Co.,. 17. 

— Hotel, 83. 

— Medical Association, 233. 
Nofthim Psalter, 153. 

Ofpicbrs of volunteer battalion 

(1801), 22-24. 
Ogilvie, Dr. John, educationist, 315 

— Baillie John, bookseller, 378. 
Ogston, Alexander, of Ardoe, 388. 

— Professor Alexander, 109, 330, 

340, 412. 

— 1>T, Francis, 241, 270. 
Oldmachar Cathedral, 291, 835. 

— Meldrum volunteers, 07. 

— Oak Tree, The, 33. 

— Parochial Board, 122. 

One Thousand Voices Choir, 394, 

404. 
Oswald, Baillie Henry, 4, 102, 103. 

Palhbrston, Lord, death of, 237. 
Parker, Rev. Mungo, 296. 
Paterson, Dr. John, 241. 

— Baillie WiUiam, 53, 220, 238. 

— William, student, 109. 

— William, tailor, 353. 

— & Sons, fire, 319. 

Paton, Major, Grandholm, 122, 291. 
Paul, Rev. Dr. William, Banchory^ 
19, 401. 

— William, advocate, 400. 
Paull, Rev. Dr. James, Tullynessle, 

19. 
'* People's Tune Book,'* 101. 
Perrin, George, tenor, 71. 
Peter, Rev. James, 251. 
Peterhead, Sheriff Court House, 

248. 

— gala day proceedingrs, 370. 
Phelps, Samuel, tragedian, 302. 
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PhiUjp, Rev. George P., 411, 412. 

— Dr. James, 1&. 

Philip & Taylor, merchants, 292. 
Phillip, John, R.A., 41, 75, 84, 118, 

140, 170, 174, 295, 855. 
Pirie, Alex. J., StoneyWood, 17. 

— George, wrangler, 256. 

— Gordon, Stoneywood, 187. 

— Rev. Dr. W. R., 125, 180, 190, 

818, 840, 868. 
Pirrie, Dr. William, 2. 
Pitcairn, Lieut.-Col., 330. 
Playliair, Charles, gunmaker, 814. 
Police BUI and Board, 49, 104, 181, 

275, 290, 803, 402. 
PoUock, Mrs. Ryder, 81, 72, 174. 
Pope, Samuel, teacher, 815. 
Post Office site, 275, 280. 
Pratt, Rev. Dr., Cruden, 27, 867. 

— James, draper, 11. 
Price of property, 427. 
Pritchard, Dr., Glasgow, 228. 
Psalmody — The One Thousand 

Voices Choir, 400. 
Purday, Charles, musician, 188. 

QuAOLiBNi, Signor, circus proprie- 
tor, 288. 

Queen Victoria, the Prince Con- 
sort, Prince and Princess of 
Wales, and Royal Family, 88, 
89, 60, 67, 79, 84, 110, 112, 
119, 181, 140. 144, 145, 146, 
147, 148, 167, 174, 175, 188, 
221, 285, 261, 266, 272, 829, 
886, 349, 856, 869, 873. 

"Queer Carle, The," verses, 216, 
218. 

Rainy, Dr. Georae, 269. 
Rsunsay, Dean, Edinburgh, 186. 

— Col., Banchory, 144, 241. 

— John, of Barra, 241, 257. 

— John, editor, 405, 406. 
Rattray, Dr. Robert, 2. 

— William, teacher, 189. 
Rawson, Adjutant, 107, 115. 
Reeves, J. Sims, vocalist. 51, 815. 
Reform Bill, New, 252, 327. 
Reid, George, seedsman, 11. 

— Sir George,painter, 178, 174,855. 

— James, farmer, 12. 

— Rev. Dr. John, 72. 

— Professor Robert, 189. 

— Thomas, engineer, 137. 

— Dr. William, asylum, 2. 
Reith, Dr. Archibald, 162, 173, 839, 

849. 



Reith, Geoi*ge, railway manager, 73» 
94. 

— Rev. George, Glasgow, 219. 
Rennie, Alex., Wright, 853, 401. 
Rettie. James, jeweller, 221. 

— William C., merchant, 875. 
Rice, Lieutenant, 16. 
Riddell, Peter, treasurer, 17. 
Riding of the town*s marches, 43. 
Right of Way, 425. 
Rinderpest, cattle plague, 282. 
Ritchie, one-armed cricketer, 86. 
River diversion, cutting turf, 881 . 
Robb, Baillie George, 223. 226, 238.. 

247, 284, 377, 420. 
Robertson, Andrew, of Indego, 191.. 

— David, hotel, 69, 112. 

— Dr. Joseph, author, 179, 240, 

284,381. 

— J. G., student, 26. 

— Rev. P., Craigdam, 306. 

— Quarter-master, 116. 
Robinson, Hardy, manufacturer^ 

825. 
** Rorie, Jock," verses, 310. 
Rose, John, police commissioner, 

357. 

— William, shipowner, 223. 
*' Rosie Rait," verses, 57. 
Ross, Alex., advocate, 294. 

— Edward, first Queen's prizeman^ 

15. 

— Horatio, of Netherley, 15. 

-- Baillie Hugh, 268, 314, 340, 
878, 422, 482. 

— Baillie James, 50, 238. 

— Major John, 115, 267. 
Rousbv, Wybert, player, 51. 
Rowell, Joseph, manufacturer, 302. 
Rowing matches, 882. 

Roy, James, seedsman, 415. 

Royal Northern Agricultural 

Society, 12, 196. 
Russell, Alex., of Scotsman, 99. 

— Alex., clothier, 93. 

— John, musician, 72. 

— Lord John, 10, 160, 195. 

St. Andrbw'8 Church, 186. 

— Clement's Church, 19. 

— Mary's, 28, 201, 220, 241. 

— Nicholas, Parish and Board, 67,. 

131, 261, 371. 

— Paul's, 307. 

" Saint Swithin," rhyme, 240. 
Salmond, Rev. Principal, 6, 7, 189. 
Saltoun, Lord, 68, 112, 114. 
Sangster, Baillie John, 238, 281, 345» 
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Santley, Charles, vocalist, 287, 297. 
Savage, Edward, steward, 165. 
Savory, Captain, 78th, 347. 
Scharen^uivel, J. A., student, 137. 
Scott, Lieutenant, 63. 

— Gilbert, architect, 291. 

— Hercules, of Brotherton, 854. 

— Hope, Counsel, 73. 
Seton, Sir WiUiam, 257. 
Sewerage of city, 303. 

Shand, Sheriff, Kincardineshire, 226. 

— Robert, advocate, 75. 

— Professor Smith-, 339. 
Shepherd, A. P., student, 109, 120. 

— George, bookseller, 93. 
Sheriff Court scene, 325, 326. 
Sherlock, Captain, 72nd, 164. 
Sherrington, Madame, vocalist, 244. 
Shirres, Bailiie William, 281, 322. 
Shooting matches, 125, 126. 
Simpson, Colonel Alex., 321. 

— Rev. David, 185. 

— James, C.B., 96, 270. 

— James, assessor, 276. 

— William, clerk, 8. 

Sinclair, David, of Loirston, 129, 
397, 401. 

— James, librarian, 53. 
Singer, Adam, farmer, 28. 

— Patrick, bookseller, ^3. 
Skene, George, of Rubislaw, 198, 286. 

— Thomas, mspector, 123. 
Slessor, senior wrangler, 80. 
Sloan, Rev. John, 313. 
Smart, William, merchant, 16. 
Smith, Alex. Bmslie, advocate, 184, 

324. 
~ BaiUie Charles, 290, 291. 

— David, sharebroker, 58. 

— Professor George Adam, 71. 

— James, publisher, 22. 

— Rev. Dr. James, 36, 189, 291. 

— Rev. James, Aberdeen, 81. 

— Madeline, Glasgow, 228. 

— Neil, merchant, 95, 340, 349. 

— Rev. Dr. Robert, 283, 291. 

— William, tea merchant, 8, 101, 

243,394. 

— William, reporter, 181. 
Souter, Rev. J. J., 268. 

Souttar, Rev. Andrew, 120, 121, 122. 

— James, architect, 391. 
Spalding Club, 380. 
Spark, John, writer, 22. 
Spence, Rev. Dr. Alex., 277. 
" Spill-water, The," 33. 
Spottiswood, Robert P., advocate, 

283. 



Stables, Alex., merchant, 356. 

— James, banker, 357. 

" Stamp Out " rinderpest, 232. 
Stanley, steamer. Loss of, 197. 
Steele, Dr. James, 235. 
Stephen, Alex., painter, 193. 

— Alex., stockbroker, 159. 

— Lessel, advocate, 239. 

— W. Duguid, wrangler, 391. 
Stevens, Robert, merchant, 53. 
Stevenson, William, merchant, 62^ 

63. 
Stewart, John, of Banchory, 39, 73. 

89, 116, 231. 
Still, Charles, teacher, 169. 
Stirling, George, merchant, 78, 193, 

298. 

— Rev. James, 50, 54. 

— Sir James, 54, 251. 

— John, painter, 75. 

— John, of Kippenross, 58. 
Stonehaven, demonstration, 15, 21, 

307. 
Stoneywood Industrial Exhibition,. 

367. 
Storie, Rev. Archibald, 87. 
Struthers, Sir John, 185, 136. 
Stuart, Dr. John, 381. 
Sunday tramways commence, 125. 
Sunderland, Mrs., vocalist, 71, 117^ 

180 
Suther, Bishop, 27, 28, 90, 116, 186, 

241,399. 
Sutherland, Rev. Dr. James, 250. 
Swanson, John, police supt., 338» 
Swell mob at Banchory, 144. 
Swimming matches, 20, 21. 
Sykcs, Col. W. H., M.P., 2, 226, 312, 

327, 331, 341. 
Synod, Established, of Aberdeen,. 

124, 152, 268. 

— Pree, of Aberdeen, 124, 152. 

Tableaux vivants at Corriemulzie,. 

141. 
Talbot, Henry, actor, 89, 190. 
«' Tartan Kirk," Garden Place, 28. 
Taylor, Rev. Dr., Leochel-Cushnie, 

190, 221. 

— David, lithographer, 152. 

— Lieutenant Pitt, 347. 

— William, Peterhead, 90. 
Templeton, John, vocalist, 52. 
Thainston murder. The, 220. 

" The Smith's a Gallant Pireman,*" 

song, 91. 
Theatre, proposed new buildings 

320, 325. 
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'* There's aye some Water," verses, 

137. 
Thorn, WtUiam. poet, 301. 
Thompsoo, Cornelius, shipowner, 

375. 

— George, of Pitmedden, 3, 99, 

117, 193, 280, 312. 
Thomson, Alex., of Banchory,77,326. 

— Archbishop, of York, 186. 

— Arthur, banker, 142, 143, 312. 

— Sheriff Comrie, 254-56, 315, 340. 

— Professor David, 318. 

— Sir George, physician, 170. 
~ Rev. William, 400. 

Thurburn. Mr. and Mrs., Murtle,283. 
Titiens, Madame, vocalist, 100, 297. 
" To Anc Far Awa*," verses, 316. 
Todd, Thomas, manufacturer, 312, 

346. 
Tom Thumb and party, 297. 
Torrie, Alex., advocate, 130. 
Torry Farm, purchase thereof, 181, 

195, 207, 360, 376, 382, 396. 
Trades Council, the initiation, 353. 
Trail, Professor Samuel, 293. 
Tulloch, James, merchant, 207, 377. 
TumbuU, James, assessor, 386. 
** Twinin' Raips," verses, 56. 
Tytler, James, accountant, 82* 

Union Bridge, The, widening there- 
of, 328. 

— Terrace, proposed improve- 

ments, 328. 
United Electrical Company, 206. 
University Library, 168, 221. 

— Student entertainments, 106, 

160. 
Urquhart, Baillie John, 96, 110, 161, 
193,345. 

— Baillie Robert, 262, 279, 281 , 352. 

Valentine, James, journalist, 385. 
Value of property about citv, 319. 
Vance, Alfred, comedian, 347. 
Victoria Bridge across the Dee, 207. 
Volunteer Battalion (1861), 22, 24, 
207, 222, 241. 

— Companies, shooting matches, 

etc., 41, 62, 67, 68, 81, 305, 
362, 365, 382. 

Walker, Alex., Dean of Guild, 338. 

— Major-General, 82. 

— George, advocate, 180. 

— George, J., land surveyor, 16, 

126, 305, 365, 410. 
W^alker, James, Lord Provost, 350, 
351. 



Walker, James, merchant, 189, 369. 

— Robert, farmer, 12, 176. 

— Rev. Dr. William, 27. 

— William, merchant, 215. 
~ William, merchant, 337. 

Wallace Neuk, 48. 

Wallet, circus jester, 288, 289. 

'« Wapinschaws," 82, 83, 126, 182, 

227, 258, 304, 329, 365, 409. 
Watson, Baillie George, 132. 
-. Baillie Robert, 33, 96, 131, 206, 

219 
~ Sheriff WilUam, 254. 
Watt, Alex., book-keeper, 126. 

— J. C, artist, 126. 

Webster, Provost John, M.P., 49, 
58, 99, 101, 195, 283, 312, 315, 
325,340. 

— William, sharebroker, 137. 
Weekly newspaper, 21. 

West Church. Old, 19, 37, 87, 130, 
166, 195. 

— Free, 292, 304, 354. 
Westland, James, banker, 194. 

— Sir James, 27. 
Wisht, Dr. John, 122. 
Wificen, George, farmer, 83. 
Will, Dr. James, 312. 
Willet, John, dockmaster, 338. 

— John, C.B., 33, 58. 
WiUiams, Robert, cooper, 224, 238, 

345. 

— Robert, mining engineer, 345. 
Williams, John, launch of ship, 236. 
Williamson, Rev. H. M., 282, 391. 

— Dr. WiUiam, 2, 189, 205, 206. 
~ Robert, butcher, 297. 

Wilson, Very Rev. Dean, 27, 399. 

— Alex., advocate, 276. 

— George W., photographer, 83, 

333. 

— Rev. John, 265. 

— John, vocalist, 52. 
Wilsone, Thomas, advocate, 47. 
Wisely, Charles, joiner, 353. 
Wolfe, Dr. J., physician, 115, 338. 
Wood, James, musician, 77. 

— Joseph, shipping agent, 314, 377. 
Woodford, Dr. Edward, educa- 
tionist, 351. 

Working class concerts, 79. 

Yeats, Alexander, advocate, 421. 

— George, Draper, 421. 
-▼ John, advocate, 131, 

Young,George, Lord Advocate, 10,93 . 

— John, fiddle maker, 277. 
Yule, Alex., merchant, 93, 388. 



Mr. CARNIE'S REMINISCENCES. 



Press Opinions on Volume One. 

**Mr. Carnte's friends and the public will gladly have more of these 
charmingly racy and picturesque Reminiscences, The public will congratulate 
the author on the production of a work which will take a leading and 
permanent place among local historical annsds." — Aberdeen Free Press, 

*'As may be expected of one possessing so much literary skill with 
highly trained powers of observation and a keen eye to the humorous side 
of things, Mr. Carnie's personal jottings fbrm delightful reading. There is 
not an unfair or discourteous line in the whole book." — Aberdeen youmal. 

" For many years the name of William Carnie of Aberdeen has been held 
in respect and affection by journalists of a younger generation, and his 
friends in many distant parts of the world will peruse with delight the 
volume which he has entitled Reporting Retniniscences, It is written with a 
liveliness and dash that make every page fascinating." — Dundee Advertiser, 

** Mr. Carnie, as a leading Aberdeen pressman, had rare opportunities of 
seeing all that was to be learned. Every phase of city and county life is 
depicted. Round the old Marischal Street Theatre Mr. Carnie spends much 
pleasant time, and, as is well known, he was the central and principal 
personage in the musical revival inaugurated in our city in the fifties." — 
Bon-Accord, 

** These Reminiscences are full of the most varied interest. The book is 
one that invites and will reward frequent perusal. Beautifully printed and 
handsomely bound, the volume well sustains the high reputation of the 
Aberdeen University Press." — Banffshire youmal. 

"To the future historian of Aberdeen these Reminiscences must prove 
extremely vsduable, for they contain notices at first hand of the front-rank 
men who, during the last fifty years, have made * the Silver City by the Sea ' 
what it is." — London Musical Herald, 

" I would draw the attention of theatrical enthusiasts to a book they 
might not readily see — William Carnie's Reporting Reminiscences, It treats 
of the stage mainly in Aberdeen, where the author represented the Times 
for many years, and is intensely interesting. Mr. Carnie has produced the 
best lyric in broad Scots of the last quarter of a century — ' Tam Teuchit's 
Reflections amang the Stooks ' — and he writes English prose as few Scots 
ever manage to do." — J. M. Bulloch in the London Tatler, 

**Mr. William Carnie has published through the Aberdeen University 
Press a delightful volume of Reporting Reminiscences, It is a kind of history 
of Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire during the years 1850-1861, and is full of 
graphic touches. But the author is bound to carry it farther. His sub- 
scribers will have much reason to complain if he does not. It is for 
Aberdeenshire readers that the book is intended, and it will delight them 
from beginning to end by its genial spirit and brightness of style." — 
Dr. ROBBRTSON NICOLL In The British Weehly, 
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